
The Supremacy of Christ 
Colossians 1:15-23 

 
Introduction 
As we continue in our series Colossians: The Supremacy of Christ, we 
come to one of the most clear and amazing descriptions of the identity of 
Christ as Supreme over all things.  We see in these 9 verses the person of 
Christ, the reconciling work of Christ, and finally how we relate to Christ. 
My hope is that as you read these verses and watch the message, that 
your view of Christ will be expanded and He will be glorified all more in 
your life.   

 
SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER CREATION (v. 15-17) 

⇒ Identity of Christ = Image of Invisible God, Firstborn OVER 
Creation, Creator of all things, Sustainer of all things 

⇒ Genesis 1, John 1:1-3, Hebrews 1:1-4 
⇒ God literally holds everything together...COMMON GRACE to ALL 

PEOPLE! 
⇒ Illustration: Simply look at the intricacy of Photosynthesis or 

the birth of a child, and you cannot miss how involved God is!  
⇒ Christ supreme over ALL creation…authorities…angels good and 

bad, presidents, Kaddafi, Kim Jong-Il à CHRIST IS SOVEREIGN OVER 
ALL! 

Col 2:8 – Paul is rebuking the swaying beliefs of the Colossians by 
grounded them back in the truth of who Christ is! 

⇒ Although our swaying beliefs are different than what the Colossians 
were dealing with, we still deal with swaying beliefs as in our Me-
theology, relativism, and a number of other thoughts of our day. 

⇒ Ultimately, Christ is not only AGENT of creation, but also the GOAL 
of creation 

⇒ As we think about the Supremacy of Christ over all things it should 
begin to humble us and a shrinking feeling should come over us.  

⇒ APPLICATION: LIFE IS NOT ABOUT YOU!  ALL THINGS WERE 
MADE BY HIM AND FOR HIM! 

 
SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER THE CHURCH (v. 18-19) 

⇒ Head of Body, the Church 
o Illustration: Just as the brain controls every part of the body, 

so Christ controls and directs every part of the church and 
gives it life and direction. 

⇒ Firstborn from the dead 
o Not physical…as we look at the Jewish customs of the Bible 

times, we see the word used here to represent the rights of 
the firstborn child to receive the father’s inheritance (Psalm 
89:27). Christ has Inherit Sovereignty over all things! 



HUMAN DEPRAVITY (v. 21) 
⇒ Alienated, hostile, evil: We were not born good AT ALL, but instead 

completely depraved. 
⇒ Ephesians 2:1-3 // Romans 3:10-12 // Isaiah 64:6 
⇒ We aren’t good, get saved, and then do a little better (This is works 

based salvation) 
⇒ We could do nothing of our own accord 

 
RECONCILIATION THROUGH THE CROSS (v. 20 & v. 22) 

⇒ Ephesians 2:4-10 “But God...” 
⇒ New creatures in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17) – new disposition that now 

loves God, hates sin, desires obedience, and is energized by the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

⇒ ALL things in Col 1:20…not universalism, but the scope is the 
Church 

 
WARNING FOR BELIEVERS! (v. 23) 

⇒ Does not mean you can fall away…but Paul uses warnings to 
motivate believers and ground them back into the truth. 

⇒ Promise of Philippians 1:6 – Perseverance of the Saints 
⇒ John 10:29 – We cannot be plucked from hand of God 
⇒ ILLUSTRATION: “Losing Salvation” is like NASA’s G-force 

test.  When NASA tests these men and women...only those who 
have the God given, born-in physical ability to withstand a certain 
level of G-Force will pass the test...and they will pass every time 
becauce they have the ability. It's not something that a person can 
build a tolerance for, discipline themselves to attain, or just want it 
bad enough to push through. It has to be given to them by 
GOD.  Although the NASA instructors train all of the candidates 
equally (because they don't know who posses this trait), and urge 
them to push themselves... NASA knows that the individuals who 
naturally posses this physical ability WILL withstand the Gs and 
those who do not will pass out...In the same way our salvation is 
wrought by God...the ability to live a Godly life, hold fast to our 
confession, and finish the race must be BORN-IN during the re-
birth.  Those who have been given the ability WILL...those who have 
not WILL NOT.  Paul (like the NASA trainers) is shepherding a group 
of people that are in the midst of the test...but the test is not 
over...nor has it heated up to full pressure.  So he commands us all 
to push ourselves...to not lose sight of truth and thus fall 
away...but all the while knowing that those who have been given 
the ability WILL finish well and if any fall away...never possessed 
the ability in the first place.  It is a simple and certain as that!  

 
 



⇒ The warnings are the means by which God’s persevering power 
helps us persevere to the end! (Great Illustration: Acts 27:21-44) 

 
CONCLUSION 
Heed the gospel…give yourself to the gospel…stop shifting if you are 
shifting…realize ALL sins paid by the BLOOD OF THE CROSS! IT IS 
FINISHED!  The Invitation is two-fold:  If you have never experienced the 
grace and love of Christ in your life, the call is to repent of your sin and 
believe and submit your life to Christ.  If you are in Christ, the invitation 
is similar to the first...simply a renewed submission of your life by 
repenting afresh of your sin and continuing to believe all the more in 
Christ!   

 
Before you talk through any questions, I want to urge you to read through 
Colossians 1:15-23 again and pray as the Psalmist does in Psalm 119:18 
“Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.” 
 
1) Twice Paul used the word firstborn to speak of Christ.  What does 

this term suggest? 
2) Read Hebrews 1:1-4. Why is it important to believe and defend that 

Jesus was God in the flesh, and not just a messenger sent from God? 
3) Not only did Jesus create the universe, but He also sustains it.  What 

are the implications of this truth to your faith right now? 
4) What is our role in becoming the people God created us and saved us 

to be (v.23)?  
5) Different denominations within the Christian church differ on their 

view of the believer’s ability to lose salvation.  Is this a major 
theological difference or just a minor discrepancy? 

6) What are the implications of believing that one can lose their 
salvation? 

7) Is understanding of human depravity essential for salvation?  Is it 
essential for walking in a manner worthy of the gospel? 

8) What does it mean to be a new creation in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17)?  
9) How much time should we focus on human depravity in evangelism? 
10) Think of the people in your sphere of influence who are still in 

desperate need of God’s reconciling grace.  List them on a sheet of 
paper.  How can you, like Paul, be a servant of the gospel (v.23) this 
week, conveying God’s invitation to reconciliation? 

 
One step in the right direction toward real authentic evangelism is 
simply the art of inviting people to Unite or your MC.  Have someone 
read through “To Be An Inviter” and discuss our struggles and how 
we can grow in inviting people this week.	  


