
Unite - Acts 4:32-37, 5:1-11
I. Introduction

A. Comments on Worship
1. God’s glory is not contingent on me/us or our spiritual 

condition, in our weakness he is made strong
2. Matt 11:28; Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. (Doesn’t fade, diminish, 
same God of old, in control)

3. Unite is Unique - Be Thankful

B. About Me
1. I am not Stephen....Name? Background? Fam? Thankyou
2. Relationship between Stephen and I?....Who do you hang 

out with?  Do they cause you to love God more?  Would 
they cause you to get up a stage such as this and speak the 
name of Jesus?

3. Last Meeting: Shane - Acts 3 and 4, Thankyou

C. Credits
1. My thoughts are years of soaking in the wisdom of men 

who love God with every fiber of their being and NEVER 
allowed the ways of this world to cloud their vision. (Piper, 
Chan, Giglio, Tozer, our pastor, etc.)

2. PRAY

D. Structure of Message

II. Summary (Gospels - Promises)
1. End Matthew 28:20; Great Commission, “And Behold, I 

am with you always, to the end of the age”
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2. End Luke - 24:49; “And behold, I am sending the promise 
of my father upon you.  But stay in the city (Jerusalem) 
until you are clothed with power from on high”

3. End John - 20:21; “Jesus said to them again, Peace be with 
you.  As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.  
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, Receive the Holy Spirit”

4. Fast Forward - Acts 2; Pentecost (The promise of Jesus is 
fulfilled), God’s spirit is poured down in a whole new way! 

III. They Had Everything in Common
A. They Were One Heart and Soul

1. Remember Ch. 2:46? - devoted to teaching and fellowship, 
breaking of bread and prayer, selling possessions, gave to 
those in need, with glad hearts they praised God

2. Read 4:32-37 - one heart and soul, gave their testimony, 
not a needy person among them (selfless)
a) What are we missing out of these I listed?
b) Do you know the needs of your brothers and sisters 

sitting next to you now?
c) Insurance

(1) Insurance companies analyze risk, How?  

(2) Companies ask, “who will liable for all these costs?!’

(3) ...They said, I am your insurance plan, we will gladly accept the risk!  
Why?

(4) Look at v. 32!  Could you imagine?  You have a beautiful house...Its 
God’s/the church’s.  What would the world say?!

3. They Were Unified in Their Testimony
a) They were overflowing w/Jesus, SPEAKING!
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(1) 1 John 5:10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in 
himself. 

(2) Mark 5 (Jesus Restores Demon-possessed man) Jesus heals him and 
tells him “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord 
has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.”

(3) How would have the gospel spread without the spoken word?

(4) How did you get the gospel?

(5) Don’t believe the lie that you can just be Christian Mime!

(6) --- Mime --- an action or set of actions intended to convey an idea or 
feeling

B. They Lived In Freedom
1. Knowing Jesus decreased the love of things and increased 

the love of others
a) Their generosity was the result of heart change - 

   “Busy People Story” -they avoid addressing their heart
b) They had a biblical view of money/things - Hold on to 

them loosely - "For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also" (Matthew 6:21) - Preach that to your 
soul!  IT IS GOD’S!  It’s not yours, it never was...

2. Their Heart was for Others
a) Who taught them this? - JESUS

(1) A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples (John 13:34-35)

IV. Ananias and Sapphira 
A. Read 5:1-11
B. Ananias and Sapphira Were Toxic 

1. Selling the land was optional! (v.4)
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a) This was not a Tithe - not communal giving
2. They wanted to put on a good face for everyone

a) They wanted to be seen as exemplary, like Barnabas
3. Their willingness to threaten the unity of the believers 

caused God to eliminate them from the group
4. Remember, the believers were spirit saturated, PURE, 

driven by spirit
5. “Diamond Story”
6. Annians and Sapphira were the flaw!  They had to be 

circumcised from the group, by death.
7. When the believers witness these sudden Deaths, they 

realized the wrath of God, and they feared him (v.5, v.11)

C. God is Serious about His Holiness
1. “The Fear of God is the beginning of knowledge” (Prov.)
2. God is serious about his holiness.  His holiness CANNOT 

be defiled!  Why?  We need him to be holy, desperately. 
This world is a wreck...He is the best thing for us.  I 
WANT A PURE GOD!  YOU WANT A PURE GOD!

What is the purpose of this text?...We need Jesus; because...
- he teaches us how to love one another, our church family
- he shows us how to live in freedom, how to give 
- he teaches us what hurts the heart of God and harms his prized 

possession, His Bride, the Church.

Challenge: Does your heart break for what breaks His?
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