
“Rooted	  in	  Christ”	  
Colossians	  2:6-‐15	  

	  
Paul is writing to the Colossians because there is a serious attack of those who wanted to 
pull them away from their roots in Christ. 
 
I remember Digging an Oak tree in my backyard up when I was little and it was so big 
around that two people couldn’t reach around and touch each others hands, but my mom 
of all people decides she wants my dad to cut it down and dig the roots up.  Well what 
that means for my brothers and me is that we better grab a shovel and start digging, and 
as we dug and dug we realized quickly that many of these roots shot out as far as 20 feet.  
The root system of this tree was absolutely amazing and intricate.  This is why an oak 
tree can grow so tall and wide and be so resilient to disease and weather. 
 
One thing we know about the Colossians root system is that even though it is the 
strongest root system possible, the fact is that it is under attack. 
  
2 Doctrines that are the keys to remaining rooted in the gospel of Jesus, and not just 
holding on but nourishing and growing. 

1) Doctrine of Christ – Person of Christ – Who He Is! (v. 6) 
2) Doctrine of Salvation – Work of Christ – What Christ has done! (v.13-16) 

 
2 Main Points/Exhortations 

1) v. 6 – WALK IN CHRIST 
2) v. 8 – DON’T LET ANYONE DECEIVE YOU 

  
LET THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST ORDER YOUR DAILY WALK 

1) This is where THEOLOGY meets PRACTICAL APPLICATION  
2) THEREFORE – Because you embraced 1:15-23, so walk in Him! 
3) I believe you can take 1:15-23 and plug it in right here for Christ Jesus the 

Lord…REREAD 
a. As you Received… Image of the Invisible God, Firstborn of all creation, 

Creator of all things, Sustainer of all things, Head of the body, the Church, 
the Preeminent One…SO WALK IN HIM! 

4) 4 Participles to describe our walk 
a. Rooted – the only past tense participle 

i. Beginning of faith, embrace Christ for the first time 
ii. Rooted or When Roots were planted, but effect continues 

iii. Your roots in the world are torn up and you are planted in Christ 
Jesus. (JEREMIAH 17:8) 

b. Built Up 
i. Present tense…ongoing process 

ii. The picture here is of a building being built and the idea that we 
are in a PROCESS OF SANCTIFICATION, but the process is 
not yet finished. 



iii. These are not like step 2 then you move on to step three, because 
you continue in #2. 

iv. Ephesians 4:11-16 “…he gave teachers… to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we 
all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God...” 

v. This is why we don’t preach topically…topics change and life 
circumstances change, but it is the POWER of the Word of God 
that builds people into Jesus. 

vi. The greatest gauge of a successful ministry is not the amount of 
people I can put in the seats, or the amount of people who profess 
faith, even though that may be important…THE BEST GAUGE is 
that all of you look more like JESUS than you did 1 year ago or 3 
months ago!  

c. Established in faith 
i. Present tense passive, meaning that this comes from the outside 

and works inward.  (Isaiah 55 – Power of the Spoken Word of 
God) 

ii. See in verse 7, “just as you were taught:” – the very agent by 
which God establishes you in the faith in the preached Word of 
God 

d. Abounding in thanksgiving 
i. Active Voice…this is our ongoing response. 

ii. The response is simply a lifestyle overflowing with worship 
iii. You see when a tree is planted, watered, nourished, and resilient to 

attack; the result is healthy leaves and fruitfulness.  The fruit of a 
life rooted, built up, and established in Christ, is an overflow of 
worship and exaltation of Christ Jesus. 

iv. There is NOTHING more rewarding to me as your pastor than to 
see you who were once rooted in the world, but now are rooted in 
Christ, being built up and overflowing with a life of devotion and 
worship and glory to Jesus Christ! 

v. You see my job as your pastor is not to be in a reward seeking 
comfortable position, but rather I am in a war zone for the root 
system of your faith, and I am going to fight for it! 

 
Let the Doctrine of Salvation shape your worldview (v.8-15) 

1) The Colossians begin to look at the world through a foggy or dim lens 
2) Paul uses very frightening terminology here – CAPTIVE 

a. ILLUSTRATION – Captive comes from a word used for someone taken 
as a prisoner of war.  You know my Great Grandfather received the purple 
heart for being injured in battle, and I often look at a framed picture of him 
with the purple heart beside it when I go to my Granny’s house.  But as I 
started thinking about and looking at this medal, it hit me that this was no 
game…THIS WAR HE WAS IN WAS REAL!  You don’t get a purple 



heart for getting injured in a simulator. NO!  YOU GET THIS FOR 
RISKING YOUR LIFE! THIS IS REAL! 

b. The point is that we are not in a simulator of life, but the attack upon our 
philosophy and worldview is real and it is serious 

c. This is an ALL OUT FRONTAL attack of your minds.  Many have asked 
would you rather preach to change the way someone thinks or acts.  The 
answer is thinks, because ultimately the way in which you think will 
determine how you act. 

d. The idea is that we PREACH CHRIST because He is the lens by which 
we look at life and the LENS NEVER CHANGES even though 
circumstances may change. 

3) V.8 How a deceiver looks at life 
a. Human tradition, empty deceit, elemental spirits of the world  
b. Not according to Christ – This philosophy is full-on assault to the very 

PERSON and WORK of Christ! 
c. PRACTICAL – Philosophies that infiltrates our churches today 

i. Joel Osteen – Your best life now 
ii. Relativism  

iii. Spiritism – big out west… 
iv. THE BIGGEST FOR US IN THE SOUTH – LEGALISM 

d. It doesn’t matter what the philosophy is, the fact is that all under mind the 
very nature and work of Christ! 

4) Instead of looking at life through a foggy lens, Paul desires we look through the 
lens of the Doctrine of Salvation 

a. 6 times in this passage the term “in him” is used and 2 times “with him” is 
used. 

b. V.9-10 – The fullness of God in Christ – the fullness of Christ in us. 
i. Once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people.  

Once we were rooted in the world, but now we abide and grow in 
Christ. 

5) THREE WAYS  GOD WANTS YOU TO VIEW YOUR LIFE IN THIS WORLD 
a. You’ve been given God’s victory over sin & evil 
b. You’ve been given a new life in God’s family 

i. Circumcision, Baptism, Adoption 
c. You’ve been given release from the debt of your sin 

i. Nailed it to the Cross – abiding results…this doesn’t come and 
go. 

ii. Many of you at some point claimed Christ but lived hypocritical 
lives that you are despised of.  You hold onto these past sins, and 
this is the work of the deceiver. 

iii. You are FREE in CHRIST because he nailed your past, present, 
and future sin to it once for all.   

iv. THE WAR IS WON BUT THE BATTLE IS JUST 
BEGINNING.   

v. We must declare war, and we have the walky talky to cry for help 
in the time of distress at war…prayer to God! 



 
 

1) Sanctification is the process by which we are being made holy or being 
grown into the person of Christ.  What part do we play in this process? 

 
2) Can we slow down or speed up the sanctification process?  And if so, how? 

 
3) Read Colossians 1:15-23 again.  How does the fact that you have been 

filled with Christ affect our daily walk with Him? 
 

4) How can we practically live out our faith "abounding in thanksgiving" 
(v.6)? Think about small, specific things.  

 
5) What are some philosophies you can see that often attack our Christian 

faith? 
 

6) A philosophy common in the South is legalism.  Are we living Christian 
check-box style lives or are we rooting ourselves deeper into a relationship 
with Jesus? 

 
7) Paul says that we are "filled in [Christ]." How does this change our 

attitudes towards the empty philosophies of this world? What should our 
approach be to areas like the humanities and other religions' attacks on the 
exclusivity of Christ? 

 
8) Read v.11-15.  How do these verses change the way you order your daily 

walk? What are ways that we can remain rooted and nourished in the 
gospel? 

 
9) Are there past sins that you hold onto or let creep back into your life? How 

can we guard ourselves from this deceit and live FREE in Christ? 
	  

10) How does the picture of life being a war change your view on the world 
and the lost around you? How will you use this realization to strengthen 
your attempts at reaching the lost? What role does prayer play in the war? 	  
 


