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We learned two weeks ago that our standing with God is not 
based on anything but the righteousness of Christ that was 
attained at the Cross.  We are made right with God by faith 
alone, through grace alone, in Christ alone. 

Which begs the question then, why do we work? Why do we live, 
and why do we pray? Why do we study? Why do we worship? I’m 
glad you asked. The picture is, we do these things, not to earn 
favor, or increase in some way our standing before God. We are 
accepted before God by His grace, and as recipients of 
grace, our hearts long for Him to be glorified. 

In chapter 16-19 we are going to see a picture of a few men who are absolutely zealous 
for the glory of God and the fame of his name being made known to the ends of the earth. 

Acts	  15:36-‐41	  –	  God	  is	  faithful	  when	  we	  are	  unfaithful.	  	  This	  does	  not	  give	  us	  
liberty	  for	  disagreements	  or	  sin,	  but	  instead	  just	  magnifies	  the	  sovereignty	  of	  God	  
and	  his	  ability	  to	  work	  through	  our	  shortcomings.	  
	  
Instead	  of	  liberty	  to	  have	  dissension,	  this	  should	  cause	  us	  to	  learn	  from	  their	  
mistakes,	  and	  rest	  in	  the	  grace	  and	  sovereignty	  of	  God.	  
	  
Acts	  16:1-‐10	  -‐	  We	  follow	  the	  Spirit	  of	  God	  

• We	  obey	  his	  commands	  
• He	  directs	  our	  steps	  

	  
Don’t	  we	  often	  ask	  the	  question	  “Lord,	  what	  do	  you	  want	  me	  to	  do	  with	  my	  life?	  Or	  
Lord,	  who	  do	  you	  want	  me	  to	  marry?	  Lord,	  where	  do	  you	  want	  me	  live?	  	  What	  
profession	  or	  major	  should	  I	  pursue?	  
	  
But,	  when	  you	  break	  the	  question	  down,	  “What	  do	  you	  want	  me	  to	  do	  with	  my	  life?”	  
there	  is	  a	  reality	  in	  this	  question	  that	  assumes	  you	  are	  off	  the	  path	  of	  God.	  	  No	  one	  
who	  is	  walking	  in	  the	  will	  of	  God	  asks	  what	  or	  where.	  	  They	  simply	  follow…God	  has	  
given	  us	  his	  overarching	  will	  in	  his	  Word.	  	  WE	  FIND	  THE	  STEPS	  AND	  DIRECTION	  
WHEN	  WE	  ARE	  WALKING	  IN	  OBEDIENCE.	  
	  
Do	  you	  see	  this	  with	  Paul	  and	  his	  apprentice	  Timothy?	  	  It	  does	  not	  say	  that	  they	  sat	  
in	  a	  room	  and	  prayed	  and	  asked	  God	  where	  they	  were	  to	  go…no,	  they	  just	  went	  
trusting	  that	  the	  Spirit	  would	  lead	  and	  open	  doors	  along	  the	  way.	  	  And	  in	  the	  midst	  
of	  there	  obedience	  they	  found	  direction.	  
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I left graduate school believing that very soon I would have a job, career, ministry … 
something that I would feel fulfilled in and gain experience from. I didn’t feel the need to 
pay attention to a conversation I had with my grandfather driving home cross-country 
back to Oregon. We were talking about knowing what one is supposed to do with one’s 
life, and I asked him, “How do I know that it is exactly where I should be at?” 

My grandpa shared a piece of advice I would forget, only to remember it after I had to 
learn the hard way: “Larissa,” he said, “when you pray, pray as to get to know Christ. 
Prayer is about knowing our Father in heaven.” 

A little taken back at the seeming irrelevancy of the advice, I nodded my head and 
changed lanes. I have to remember this, I thought. OK, I told myself, I should pray to 
know Christ; OK, I have to do that … then I will know what God’s will is for me. 

Months down the road after discouragement, angst, anger and frustration, I found myself 
still in the same place, still with no perspective future, unemployed and even more 
worried and restless than before. 

I sat on the rocks by a river near our house, having spent a week in tears and confusion, 
feeling broken and overwhelmed. I felt as though I had somehow fallen into a deep ditch, 
and I could not even find any foothold to climb out. I had never felt so discouraged in my 
life. When looking at where I could be in five years or even five months, I could not even 
conjure up a small picture through the blackness that enveloped me. 

Looking out across the river, I just sat. I did nothing.  And a question came to me: 
“Larissa, what are you waiting for?  That was easy. “For You, Lord.”  “Larissa, what 
are you waiting for?”  Hmm. “For You, of course, Lord."  “Larissa, what are you 
waiting for?” 

I began to feel like Peter, “Um ... for You, Lord!”  “Are you really?”  This question came 
softly, like a gentle hand that lifted up my chin to help me see more than my feet.  I asked 
myself the question again, “Am I really?” It dawned on me slowly and my grandfather’s 
words came back to me: “When you pray, pray to know Christ.” 

Yes, I had been waiting for the Lord … but for Him to come through for me with a job, a 
plan, anything that came up, just something more than waiting on the Lord.  “Waiting on 
the Lord” can become cliché quite quickly, but I began to finally see what my grandpa 
meant. I had an agenda each time I prayed. My prayers did not reveal a satisfaction in 
God but a dissatisfaction with Him. I knew I could trust Him, but I prayed as though my 
plans were wiser and better than His. I prayed as though I did not trust Him. 

As soon as I began to pray without an agenda, my inner anxieties began to dissolve.  I 
relaxed about where I was and who I was.  My vision seemed uncannily clearer. I no 



longer prayed with the nonverbal ultimatum of “come through for me or else."  I arrived 
at a place of “being” instead of waiting. I became comfortable and comforted. 

Acts	  16:11-‐40	  

Lydia	  converted	  //	  slave	  girl	  freed	  //	  Philippian	  jailer	  &	  family	  saved	  

Acts	  17:1-‐9	  -‐	  Thessalonica	  

VERSE	  6-‐7	  “These	  men	  who	  have	  turned	  the	  world	  upside	  down	  have	  come	  here	  
also,	  and	  Jason	  has	  received	  them,	  and	  they	  are	  all	  acting	  against	  the	  decrees	  of	  
Caesar,	  saying	  that	  there	  is	  another	  king,	  Jesus.”	  

Wouldn’t	  you	  like	  to	  be	  a	  Christian	  in	  a	  foreign	  country	  that	  was	  known	  as	  one	  who	  
is	  turning	  the	  world	  upside	  down?	  

If	  you	  go	  and	  read	  Acts	  17-‐19	  for	  yourself,	  the	  one	  overarching	  theme	  that	  I	  
see	  is	  the	  passionate	  pursuit	  of	  the	  glory	  of	  God	  through	  the	  preaching	  of	  the	  
word	  of	  God	  in	  the	  midst	  of	  intense	  persecution.	  

I	  am	  reading	  a	  book	  right	  now	  by	  a	  guy	  named	  “Nik	  Ripken”	  called	  “The	  Insanity	  of	  
God”	  	  In	  this	  book	  Nik	  and	  his	  family	  are	  missionaries	  to	  Somalia	  during	  the	  
genocides	  where	  hundreds	  of	  thousands	  of	  people	  were	  killed	  and	  starved	  to	  death.	  
He	  finally	  felt	  so	  much	  pressure	  and	  persecution	  that	  he	  doubted	  his	  effectiveness	  
there	  to	  be	  a	  witness	  to	  the	  gospel	  in	  this	  midst	  of	  such	  hardship	  as	  he	  saw	  many	  
Somali	  believers	  killed	  for	  their	  faith	  in	  Jesus.	  

He	  decided	  to	  tour	  the	  world	  interviewing	  people	  who	  have	  sustained	  their	  faith	  in	  
the	  midst	  of	  crazy	  persecution.	  	  

“Your	  stories	  are	  amazing!	  These	  are	  inspiring	  testimonies!	  I	  have	  never	  heard	  
anything	  like	  them!”	  An	  older	  pastor	  reached	  out	  and	  took	  my	  shoulder.	  	  He	  
clamped	  is	  other	  hand	  tightly	  onto	  my	  arm,	  and	  looked	  me	  right	  in	  the	  eye.	  	  He	  
said,	  “Son,	  when	  did	  you	  stop	  reading	  your	  bible?	  	  All	  of	  our	  stories	  are	  in	  the	  
bible.	  	  God	  has	  already	  written	  them	  down.	  	  Why	  would	  he	  bother	  writing	  books	  
to	  tell	  stories	  when	  God	  has	  already	  told	  His	  story.	  	  If	  you	  would	  just	  read	  the	  
Bible,	  you	  would	  see	  that	  our	  stories	  are	  there.”	  He	  paused	  and	  then	  he	  asked	  me	  
again,	  “When	  did	  you	  stop	  reading	  your	  Bible?”	  

Acts	  17:10-‐15	  –	  Berea	  –	  The	  received	  the	  word	  with	  all	  eagerness,	  examining	  the	  
Scriptures	  daily	  to	  see	  if	  these	  things	  were	  so.	  

This	  is	  my	  heart	  for	  you	  guys…I	  want	  to	  grow	  a	  generation	  that	  is	  passionate	  about	  
pursuing	  Jesus.	  	  And,	  the	  place	  that	  you	  will	  find	  him	  is	  in	  His	  Word.	  	  I	  cannot	  tell	  
you	  the	  important	  of	  the	  study	  and	  knowledge	  of	  God	  that	  you	  will	  find	  in	  Scripture.	  



	  

So,	  instead	  of	  me	  continuing	  to	  teach	  you	  the	  rest	  of	  these	  three	  chapters,	  I	  want	  you	  
to	  go	  this	  week	  and	  pursue	  the	  Scripture	  for	  yourself.	  

Psalm	  1:1-‐4	  –	  The	  fruitful	  in	  this	  life	  are	  the	  ones	  who	  pursue	  Jesus	  
passionately…and	  this	  starts	  by	  studying	  and	  understanding	  the	  Word	  of	  God.	  

	  

	  


