
Gospel Intentionality in the Everyday 
1 Peter 2:4-12 

 
CORNERSTONE – Christ is the Cornerstone according to Ephesians 2:20.  
         
 Wikipedia - The cornerstone (or foundation stone) concept is derived from 
the first stone set in the construction of a masonry foundation, important 
since all other stones will be set in reference to this stone, thus 
determining the position of the entire structure. 
 

1. Christ is the foundation 
2. Christ created all the stones 
3. Christ picked up the fragmented pieces of our lives and made us WHOLE 
4. Christ is building these living stones together to build His Church and His 

Kingdom. 
5. A stone is pretty boring by itself…but the second you knit together 

thousands of these bricks, it can make something beautiful that people 
look at and are amazed by. 

GREAT WALL ILLUSTRATION – a segment picture, and then the beauty of the 
entire wall when put together. 3,873,000,000	  bricks	  in	  this	  entire	  wall	  
 
 
PETER WEAVES MANY OT REFERENCES THROUGHOUT THIS 
PASSAGE…HE IS GIVING US A HISTORY LESSON. 
 
TEMPLE OF THE LORD 
-where they offered sacrifices, was the place where the Spirit of The Lord dwelt. 
Only the High Priest would go behind the curtain once a year on Yom Kippur, or 
the Day of Atonement, where they would offer sacrifices for the Jewish people.  
 
V. 5 – holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Veil torn by Jesus: 
Luke 23:44-46 – “It was now about the sixth hour, and there was 
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sunʼs light 
failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, 
calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit 
my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.” 
 
REMOVING THE VEIL OF OUR HEARTS: 
2 Corinthians 3:15-18 “Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a 



veil lies over their hearts. But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is 
removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is freedom.  And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 
one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is 
the Spirit.” 
 
Therefore, through the work of Jesus, we become the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, and our spiritual sacrifices are simply letting the Spirit of God move in 
and through our lives (Rom 12:1-2)  
 
Verses 9-10:  Peter clarifies our identity again…not only are we 
elect exiles, obedient children, but we are: 
    1) Chosen Race (NKJV - chosen generation) - Deut 10:12-22 
    2) Royal Priesthood - Exodus 19:1-6 
    3) Holy Nation // A people for his own possession - Deut 7:6-11 
 
Genesis 12:1-3 – Godʼs covenant with Abraham 
“Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will 
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 
Exodus 19:4-6 – God speaking to Moses 
“You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I 
bore you on eaglesʼ wings and brought you to myself.  Now therefore, 
if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be 
to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  These are the 
words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 
 
Deut 7:6-9 
“For	  you	  are	  a	  people	  holy	  to	  the	  Lord	  your	  God.	  The	  Lord	  your	  God	  
has	  chosen	  you	  to	  be	  a	  people	  for	  his	  treasured	  possession,	  out	  of	  all	  
the	  peoples	  who	  are	  on	  the	  face	  of	  the	  earth.	  It	  was	  not	  because	  you	  
were	  more	  in	  number	  than	  any	  other	  people	  that	  the	  Lord	  set	  his	  love	  
on	  you	  and	  chose	  you,	  for	  you	  were	  the	  fewest	  of	  all	  peoples,	  but	  it	  is	  
because	  the	  Lord	  loves	  you	  and	  is	  keeping	  the	  oath	  that	  he	  swore	  to	  
your	  fathers,	  that	  the	  Lord	  has	  brought	  you	  out	  with	  a	  mighty	  hand	  and	  



redeemed	  you	  from	  the	  house	  of	  slavery,	  from	  the	  hand	  of	  Pharaoh	  king	  
of	  Egypt.	  Know	  therefore	  that	  the	  Lord	  your	  God	  is	  God,	  the	  faithful	  God	  
who	  keeps	  covenant	  and	  steadfast	  love	  with	  those	  who	  love	  him	  and	  
keep	  his	  commandments,	  to	  a	  thousand	  generations.” 
 
What Peter is arguing here is that we are the new inaugurated people of God, 
and this is open to every generation, every tribe and tongue on the planet. 
 
THEREFORE: 

1) Our identity drives our mission and purpose. 
2) Who we are drives what we do. 

 
Our purpose/mission = proclaim the Excellencies of Him 
God's blessing is ALWAYS to bless others 
Go back to Genesis 12:1-3 

• Godʼs intention was always the nations, and his people displaying His 
glory to all people. 

-This is a core verse for our Missional Communities...but practically, how do we 
as the people of God show the world that HE is excellent? 
-We must not get comfortable with our identity and our community...that is why 
they are called Missional. 
 
Let's get practical tonight about what I think will show the world our excellent 
Savior: 
 
I think our tendency is to compartmentalize missions or Missional projects into a 
separate category as something we do every once in a while...whether that 
manifests itself in the form of a trip overseas, a Saturday serving at the local food 
bank, or being involved in one of the ministries that serves the community here at 
Warren.  I want to shatter this mentality tonight...because if we are only being 
Missional at these given times, what are we doing with the other 95% of our life? 
Although these are all great things to be involved in, I believe God is calling us to 
"A WAY OF LIFE," or another way to put that is to have gospel intentionality in 
the everyday. I believe God has sovereignly placed you in your classes, at your 
jobs, and where you live because He desires that you proclaim His excellencies 
there. 
 
So, how do we become Missional in the everyday? 
5 points that I have stolen from an amazing leader by the name of Jeff 
Vanderstelt - SOMA ministry in Washington State (Check out Jeffʼs video at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29fL9sufi-4) 
 
1) Stories  2) Listen 
3) Celebrate  4) Bless  5) Eat 


