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EDITORIAL

“We are especially 
excited about 
the large display 
of welding 
automation, and 
I continue to be 
excited about 
the innovations 
related to 
collaborative 
robot (or cobot) 
welding and 
cutting.”

Gary Konarska II 
AWS Executive 
Director 
and CEO

See You in Atlanta!
FABTECH 2022 is back November 8–10 in Atlanta, Ga., at the Georgia World Congress Center. 

As North America’s largest welding, metal forming, fabricating, and finishing event, the show 
is a must-attend event for anyone seeking to learn about advanced manufacturing solutions, 
network with industry peers, or access a plethora of educational programs.

Earlier in 2022, AWS, along with its four FABTECH partner organizations, hosted FABTECH 
Mexico (Monterrey, May 2022) and FABTECH Canada (Toronto, June 2022). Exhibitors and 
attendees said they gained tremendous value from their in-person attendance. We are antici-
pating the Atlanta edition to be even better.

We expect to host more than 1000 exhibitors and 30,000 attendees. Be sure to visit the AWS 
booth and the Careers in Welding mobile exhibit to see all that we have to offer.

There are several special events planned on the FABTECH 2022 mainstage:

■ A keynote on November 8 by Richard Boyd, CEO, Tanjo AI; Gillen Young, chief architect for IIOT 
Solutions, AT&T; Bryce Austin, CEO, TCE Strategy; and Bill Carlton, owner, Ekstensive Metal Works;
■ The Winning the Manufacturing Race keynote on November 9 by Brad Keselowski, American 
race car driver and owner of Keselowski Advanced Manufacturing;
■ A leadership exchange panel titled Planning the Future of Work: How New Technology is 
Redefining the Workplace with panelists Lisa Ryan, founder and chief appreciation strategist, 
Grategy; Brian Gerritsen, AVP product and manufacturing practice leader, Travelers (Talent and 
Upskill); Jacob Hall, social influencer, The Manufacturing Millennial; Will Healy III, global business 
strategy manager – automotive, Balluff Worldwide; and
■ The One and the Nine keynote on November 10 by Jake Wood, CEO of Groundswell and executive 
chair of Team Rubicon.

As we move to the show floor, we will have great participation from all corners of the welding, 
cutting, and automation industries. While historical expectations might not be fulfilled, there 
will be more exhibitors present than at FABTECH 2021, and they will be showcasing their new 
technologies. We are especially excited about the large display of welding automation, and I 
continue to be excited about the innovations related to collaborative robot (or cobot) welding 
and cutting. One of the best reasons to attend FABTECH 2022 is to be able to compare all the 
different providers and technologies, such as cobots.

A FABTECH update wouldn’t be complete unless I highlighted the great learning opportunities 
that will be available through our Welding Tracks:

■ The AWS/Weld-Ed Educators Conference: Robots and Automation in Welding Education;
■ The Welding Productivity Tracks, including topics such as Welding Productivity for the Welding 
Enthusiast and Cobots Increasing Welding and Cutting Productivity;
■ The Diverse Roles and Needs within the Welding Industry Tracks; and
■ The AWS Professional Program, where some of the greatest minds in welding research will 
present their findings in areas such as automation, sensing and control, artificial intelligence and 
machine learning, and welding process studies, plus special sessions hosted by the American 
Council of the International Institute of Welding.

FABTECH 2022 is shaping up to be an incredible event. While the show officially opens on 
November 8, AWS will be hosting several important events on Monday, November 7:

■ Opening Session/Annual Business Meeting at 8:30 a.m.,
■ Comfort A. Adams Lecture at 10:30 a.m., and
■ AWS Opening Reception at 6:30 p.m.

I look forward to seeing all of you in Atlanta!  WJ  
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Show Covers Shine t hrough the Years

Welding Journal covers for the AWS Welding Show and 
FABTECH have served as the first indication to AWS mem-
bers that  those issues contained the important information 
attendees needed to plan their days at the trade show.

During the AWS 100th anniversary coverage, “The History 
of the AWS Welding Show” was captured in the October 2019 
magazine (pages 36–38). Check that out and refamiliarize 
yourself with the show’s milestones dating back to the 1950s.

From 1977 and on, the show issue covers have highlighted 
noteworthy designs, including beautiful illustrations and 
drawings as well as impressive urban landscape photography 
of the host cities. The November 2005 edition (right) was of 
particular importance because it signaled the start of AWS 
joining forces with FABTECH, held that year in Chicago, Ill.

Here are a few special photos from throughout the years.  WJ  

CARLOS GUZMAN (cguzman@aws.org) is managing editor, digital 
and design, and KRISTIN CAMPBELL (kcampbell@aws.org) is 
managing editor, Welding Journal.

High-angle view toward the north end of the Las 
Vegas Strip. Stunning landscape photography of the 
host cities has often been highlighted on the covers. 

Michigan Avenue is seen in this photo from the 
November 2005 issue that focused on AWS’s 
inaugural show with our FABTECH partners.

An elaborate and eye-catching illustration featured 
on the 1992 show magazine cover. 



A fabrication shop is bringing the scenic worlds in film, 
television, and theatre to the city

BY ROLINE PASCAL FEATURE

A fabrication shop is bringing the scenic worlds in film, 
ATLANTA
LIGHTS, 
CAMERA,
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FABTECH 2022 is back in Atlanta, Ga., the state that 
is widely becoming known as the “Hollywood of the 
South.’’ The entertainment and arts scene in Atlanta 

has exploded as the go-to location in the world.
According to the Georgia Film Office, a division of the 

state’s Department of Economic Development, the Peach 
State hosted 412 entertainment productions between July 
1, 2021 and June 30, 2022 (Ref. 1). Studios are providing 
additional infrastructure and jobs that range across a 
variety of skills from carpentry and welding to engineering 
and graphic design.

As a result, fabrication companies of all kinds are find-
ing a welcome home in Atlanta. One such company that 

has flourished is ID3 Group (id3group.com), a full-service 
fabrication company.

ID3 in the Limelight

ID3 Group consists of 65 employees that work in metal, 
waterjet cutting, carpentry, welding, CAD, concept design, 
3D scanning, model making, CNC machining, hard-coat-
ing, custom paint-mixing, sculpting, painting, and 
installation. The company provides customized turnkey 
fabrication services through its 150,000-sq-ft facility.

Atlanta is working to become the 
premier location for fabrication 

shops due to the boom of the 
entertainment industry.
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Initially, the company was called Infinite Dimensions 
and mostly made wall panels for various applications. 
After being acquired by Dave Walens, who brought in Mat-
thew Kelly as chief operations officer (now president) and 
Rick Clark as chief creative officer, the company expanded 
ID3’s capabilities and applied them to environments, 
experiences, and event marketing in the trade show world, 
live events, and traveling exhibitions. ID3’s capabilities 
grew to include a full CAD department; metal department; 
and carpentry, paint, and scenic division.

“Typically, our team receives a design proposal, and our 
group works to estimate costs and understand the most 
effective method for delivering designs and builds that 
match the client’s vibrant imagination,” said Kelly. “All 
this work is done with artistry, craftsmanship, and quality 
in mind so that the client’s designs, not only match their 
vision but last in the real world for everyone to enjoy.”

Inside Project Exhibitions

Over the years, ID3 Group completed a wide array of 
projects, including scenic fabrication exhibitions from 
film and television. Some of the company’s biggest 
projects include the Harry PotterTM traveling exhibition 
from Warner Brothers and Imagine Exhibitions and the 
Hamilton traveling exhibition.

Harry Potter: The Exhibition celebrates the films and 
stories of Harry Potter, Fantastic Beasts™, and the 
expanded Wizarding World, utilizing immersive design 
and technology. This touring exhibition shows crafted 
environments that honor the films and stories of Harry 
Potter and the Wizarding World while exploring the 
filmmaking magic that brought them to life. The ID3 team, 
which included welders, specifically created a large model 
of the infamous Harry Potter golden snitch. This involved 
waterjet-cutting sheet metal and gas tungsten arc welding 
it to a 3⁄8-in. spine armature. That armature was molded 
using a 3-drum slip roller.

The team also created the fire-breathing mascot atop 
the entry gates at The Ron Clark Academy (RCA), Atlanta, 
Ga. 

Additionally, the Hamilton traveling exhibition 
featured 18 highly detailed rooms. The project required 
100 artists spending 50,000 hours in the ID3 facility, 
working to fabricate an exhibition in only six months. 
The project required ID3’s team using their proprietary 
3Dimensioneering® process as well as intricate carpentry, 
metalworking, painting, scenic design, three-dimensional 

Pictured are the team of ID3 welders, including (from 
left) Jeff McCravy, Kyle Register, Joel Stowers, and 
Arthur Johnson.

ID3 Group has built a team of fabricators, 
including welders, to deliver the clients’ 
vision from imagination to reality. 
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elements, and much more to create an 18-room exhibition 
detailing Alexander Hamilton’s life.

The biggest challenge was the size of the project and 
the level of detail required, but the team worked hard to 
make it happen, utilizing the 3Dimensioneering process.

The process involves a client imagining an idea or 
presenting a concept proposal to the ID3 team. From 
there, if art is not available, the fabricator’s design team 
will sketch and provide 2D renderings. Upon approval, 
the team will design maquettes or physical models/3D 
renderings of the spaces/characters to be built. Then, they 
sculpt, hard coat, paint, and install.

The process is similar for other trade-show environ-
ments, experiential exhibitions, and live events. The 
project begins with a proposal from the design company 
partnering with ID3. From here, the team coordinates cost 
estimates for the build to ensure they can get as close to 
the design intent as possible while maintaining budgets. 
The design team has an extensive artistic background with 
expansive knowledge of the fabrication world.

“There is great synergy when working with design 
teams and adjusting concepts on the fly and discovering 

new creative opportunities for the client to pursue. We 
also document jobs extensively through the production 
process,” said Walens.

Conclusion

In the last few years, Atlanta has developed a tradition 
for bolstering the city’s global presence in the entertain-
ment world. And as a result, more fabrication companies 
based in Atlanta such as ID3 Group are expanding and 
seeing growth.  WJ  

Reference
1. Georgia Department of Economic Development. “Governor Deal 

announces record breaking FY18 for Film and Global Commerce.” 
georgia.org/newsroom/blogs/governor-deal-announces-record-
breaking-fy18-film-and-global-commerce. 

ROLINE PASCAL (rpascal@aws.org) is education editor of the 
Welding Journal.

ID3 created and installed the dragon 
that awaits students as they enter 
the RCA gates. 

OCTOBER 2022 | 31


	Menu
	Search
	Table of Contents
	Features
	Lights, Camera, Atlanta
	Beyond The Arc: Welding Engineering Explained
	Manufacturing a Way Up

	Welding Research Supplement
	Effect of Carbon on Stress-Relief Cracking Susceptibility of T23 Steel

	Departments
	Editorial
	News of the Industry
	Education 411
	WJ 100th Anniversary
	Aluminum Q&A
	Brazing Q&A
	Product & Print Spotlight
	AWS Show Information
	AWS Professional Program
	AWS Conference Program
	AWS Exhibit Highlights
	Welding Workbook
	Certification Schedule
	Coming Events
	Personnel
	Guide to AWS Services
	Society News
	Society News - Tech Topics
	Section News
	Red Hot Product Listings
	Advertiser Logos
	Classifieds
	Advertiser Index
	WJRS Letters




