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EDITORIAL

“We want to 
enhance your 
experience 
by providing 
diversified content 
in a clean, modern 
layout. This 
redesign marks 
a collective jump 
forward.”

Annette Alonso
Publisher/Editor

A New Beginning for the New Year
I hope your holidays were filled with celebrations and blessings for your families, friends, 

and colleagues. Welding Journal Managing Editor Kristin Campbell and I shared in the first 
Editorial of last year that our magazine redesign efforts would be underway in 2021. You will 
notice that this first issue of 2022 has a new look.

A digital transformation is one of AWS’ strategic organizational objectives. In line with this, 
we began evaluating production processes and technology requirements with the goal of 
supporting creative shifts in editorial content and layouts. Our last 12 months have been spent 
focusing on present-day tasks concurrently with future-oriented projects, such as learning new 
software and revising our workflow.

As a team, we embraced this redesign spurred by necessary internal process updates that 
included an upgrade to our publishing software. This first phase of our digital transformation 
presented the opportunity to restyle and restructure many of our usual departments and 
showcase our feature articles in more creative ways across both print and digital formats.

The driving force behind these efforts is our readership. We want to enhance your experience 
by providing diversified content in a clean, modern layout. This redesign marks a collective jump 
forward. As a result, we will be experimenting a bit more with how we approach our topics as 
well as different ways of presenting news to our members, volunteers, and industry leaders.

Carlos Guzman, managing editor of digital and design for AWS Publications, working closely 
with Campbell, dedicated much of last year to studying our magazines and other industry 
publications, evaluating different styles, and designing new master pages with the support of 
our production team members Zaida Chavez and Brenda Flores. This redesign includes new 
type fonts, color palettes, and article templates.

We enlisted the help of a design and software consultant to start us on this journey, but it 
wouldn’t have been possible without the commitment of our entire AWS Publications team. Our 
editors, Katie Pacheco, Roline Pascal, Alexandra Quiñones, and Cindy Weihl, led by Campbell, 
bring many years of experience in writing, editing, and publishing and have also benefited from 
their tenure at AWS. They will continue expanding and adjusting editorial content, Society News, 
Section News, departments, and more in the coming year. Each individual on our masthead has 
been critical to this redesign either directly or indirectly, and I am grateful to spend my days 
collaborating and creating with them.

This first issue featuring our new design is particularly significant because we are celebrating 
the Welding Journal’s 100 years of continuous publication. The first iteration of this magazine 
was published in 1919 followed by the second issue released in January 1922. To honor this 
milestone, we will have several special features and a regular column this year that will honor 
the past of our flagship magazine. As we zoom into this centennial, we are indebted to those 
who came before us — the publishers, editors, contributors, and readers over the years — 
many of whom have impacted AWS within and beyond our pages through their leadership and  
volunteerism on our board, committees, and section activities. We appreciate their meaningful 
contributions to advancing the image of welding and the AWS mission.

Please let us know what you think of the new look and whether you read us in print or in our 
digital book. We count on your feedback and ask, How can the Welding Journal better serve 
you? WJ
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WJ 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY

Welcome to the first WJ 100th Anniversary column.  
This space dedicated to the Welding Journal’s centennial 
will be published in every issue this year.

The American Welding Society’s flagship publication for 
our members has been in continuous publication since 1922. 
But did you know Vol. 1, No. 1, in January 1922 was called 
Proceedings of the American Welding Society?

The inaugural issue contained more than 40 pages. 
Annual subscription rates were $10 in the United States, 
$11 in Canada, and $5 at libraries.

Society and Related Activities. These areas included 
classes of membership; AWS proceedings; new Sections; 
member obligations; the drive to increase membership; 
the bureau pamphlet; research activities that summarized 
AWS committee work and announced the first two AWS 
standards: Bulletin No. 1, Standards for Testing Welds, and 
Bulletin No. 2, Welding Wire Specifications and Folios; Sec-
tion news; new members; and employment service.

Additional History. In the AWS proceedings, the fol-
lowing information was outlined: “An attempt was made 
in October, 1919, by the Society to publish a Journal and was 
discontinued after the first issue because of the expense.  
. . . In April, 1920, arrangements were made with the Weld-
ing Engineer whereby part of each number of this monthly 
journal was given over to the proceedings of the American 

January 1922 Proceedings of the American Welding 
Society

September 1934 The Welding Journal

The Welding Journal’s 
First Sparks
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Welding Society. . . . Most of our membership feel that like 
other societies we should have our own proceedings, which 
should be complete and issued monthly in convenient form.”

Technical Papers, Items, and Reports. This section 
comprised “Arc Welding of Cast Iron” by A. R. Allard, a 
paper read before the AWS Pittsburgh Section, Nov. 29, 
1921; “Safeguarding the Oxy-Acetylene Process” by J. I. 
Banash, a paper read before the joint session of American 
Society of Safety Engineers and the New York Section of 
AWS, December meeting; Q&As about relative merits of 
acetylene and hydrogen as well as spot welding high-carbon 
steel; a commentary on paint that does not reflect ultraviolet 
rays by W. S. Andrews of General Electric Co.; an investiga-
tion of metal fatigue; and current welding literature.

Describing AWS. At the time, AWS was defined as fol-
lows: “The American Welding Society is organized to provide 
united and cooperative action in extending the knowledge 
of the art of welding and its field of industrial application. 
The field for further application of welding is enormous, and 
progress in it is being delayed only by incomplete knowledge 
and by the confusing and opposing claims of competing 
interests. The Society acts as a clearing house for informa-
tion. Through papers and monthly meetings of local sections 
of the Society an opportunity is created for the individual 
manufacturer, engineer, plant superintendent, foreman, 

operator, etc., to contribute his own knowledge in welding 
and at the same time receive the benefit of the combined 
knowledge and experience of all other members of the Soci-
ety. Special publications in addition to the regular monthly 
proceedings are issued from time to time giving results of 
researches, standardization work and other information of 
value to the members.”

Notice to Members. In addition, the issue had this note: 
“The proceedings of the Society is a medium of publicity 
which is open to all its members. We invite you to send 
us any article that you may write on welding. Welders are 
particularly requested, when they successfully complete a 
difficult job, to make photographs of it and send them along 
together with details of how the work was done.”

Name Changes. Vol. 1, No. 2, in February 1922 was titled 
Journal of the American Welding Society, which lasted 
through Vol. 13, No. 8, in August 1934. The Welding Journal 
first appeared on the Vol. 13, No. 9, cover in September 1934.

Our team wants you to enjoy reading future WJ 100th 
Anniversary columns and has a list of coverage ideas. Let 
us know what you’d like to see this 2022. WJ

KRISTIN CAMPBELL (kcampbell@aws.org) is managing editor 
of the Welding Journal.
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SOCIETY
NEWS

Pierrette Swan is proof that the best 
career path isn’t always a straight line. After 
graduating with a bachelor’s degree in fine 
arts in 2008, she felt unsure about how to 
monetize her creative skills.

“I never really knew what I was going to 
do in life,” she recalled. “I liked doing art-
work and I liked acting, but I never quite 
saw myself being able to do either profes-
sionally and earn a living.”

One fateful conversation with her sister 
changed all that and set her on the road to 
a successful career in welding.

“I ended up finding out about welding 
after college,” she admitted. “My sister was 
a teacher at a local high school and told me 
about The Apprentice School at Newport 
News Shipbuilding.”

Taking her sister’s advice to pursue 
welding, Swan soon graduated from The 
Apprentice School, where she received 
an advanced diploma in welding/business 
administration as well as two awards 
honoring her academic achievements. In 
2014, she completed an associate degree 
in business administration from Thomas 
Nelson Community College, Hampton, Va. 
In 2018, Swan earned a systems engineer-
ing certificate.

In addition to her academic credentials, 
Swan has amassed 11 years of experience 
in the welding field. She dedicated almost 
a decade to serving Newport News Ship-
building, a division of Huntington Ingalls, 
in multiple roles, including structural 
welder, pipe welder, construction super-
visor, community relations representative/
project manager, pipe welding instructor/ 
supervisor, welding foreman, nuclear 
welding school lead, and talent acquisition 
specialist. She also spent time as the man-
ager of welding services at Weld America, 
Norfolk, Va.

“Almost every job in this field has been 
an adventure,” she affirmed. “I am so lucky 
that I have gotten to see welding from 
almost every perspective, from being the 
welder/welding student to supervising 
welders, to teaching welders, to hiring 
welders, to selling welding services.”

One of her coolest moments in the field 
was when she welded a door latch located 
at the top of a 233-ft crane.

“Newport News Shipbuilding has a big 
blue crane (named Big Blue) that is the 
largest crane in the Western Hemisphere 
due to its lift capacity,” she explained. “It 
felt wild being that high up and out in the 
open. It was one of many days as a welder 
where you sit back and say, ‘Wow, this is 
really what I do for a living!’”

Today, Swan finds adventures inside the 
classroom as a welding instructor at New 
Horizons Regional Education Center, New-
port News, Va. Although she has held the 
position for less than a year, she already 
feels that teaching is her true calling.

“I have really enjoyed all the different 
welding jobs I have held, but when I think 
of what will be fulfilling to me long term, it 
has to be helping others learn,” she said. 
“I knew that giving back to my community 
and industry while helping young people 
prepare for successful careers would be 
fulfilling. And so far, it has been.”

In her new role, Swan hopes to encour-
age young women to weld.

“I am incredibly passionate about get-
ting more women into welding jobs,” she 

shared. “Right now, I teach almost 40 high 
school students, and only one is female.”

Being an educator also allows Swan  
to keep honing her knowledge and skills. 

“As much as I am helping my students 
learn to weld, I, too, am learning so much 
in this role,” she stated. “I feel like, as a 
welding instructor, sometimes you are 
expected to know it all. But each day, I 
am learning more and becoming more 
self-sufficient when it comes to problem 
solving, fixing equipment, and trying out 
new techniques.”

Although Swan has dedicated herself to 
teaching welding, she has not forgotten her 
artistic roots. She hopes to try her hand at 
creating welded sculptures.

“I love that I get to work with my hands 
and that I get to create something,” she 
emphasized. “Since becoming a welder, 
I always wanted to do some sort of metal 
sculpture or artwork, and I will be honest, I 
still haven’t. However, welding still gives me 
a creative outlet because I get to manipu-
late the puddle. It’s like painting a beautiful 
picture.”

Looking back, Swan is thankful she 
traded in her easel for a welding torch.

“I love welding. My life would not be the 
same if I never entered the welding field. It 
has given me so many incredible opportu-
nities in my career, and I have met some of 
the most amazing people by being in this 
industry,” she asserted. “I would not go 
back and change a thing.”

AWS Member Profile
Welding instructor proves it’s never too late to find your 
true calling

Pierrette Swan demonstrates welding at 
New Horizons Regional Education Center.

Pierrette Swan
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