
So You Want to Build a WEBSITE...  
By Women in Ecommerce 

 

So you want to build a website. For yourself.  And you don’t know where to begin.  You 

know you need one, hey you’ve probably needed a site for some time now but you are 

just a bit intimidated by the process.  I know how you feel because I felt exactly the same 

way when I first began online. That was back in 1997 when there weren’t all the cool tools 

and tutorials available. In fact, if you didn’t know code or html or strange acronyms like 

that you simply didn’t have a choice but to hire someone.   

Today it is much different.  There are tons of tools online to help you get started. But 

before you do you need to know a few things, such as who your audience it, what 

they want that could be a product or service or both.  And how you will deliver the 

product. Do you want to outsource and drop ship products and only be a site that 

refers to other sites, do you plan to stock inventory and deliver yourself? Determining 

what your goals are for your website are crucial in the design and optimization 

process.  This is the foundation to building a great site. You would not build a home 

without having a plan of what it should look like (an architectural drawing) and the 

same holds true for a website.   

Next you need to have a domain name.  That’s the online address that your target 

audience will use to find you.  There are literally hundreds of places you can buy a 

domain name. Women in Ecommerce recommends our own branded domain site called 

WECAIDomains. You also need someone to host your site.  The company you choose 

will be your ISP (or internet service provider) the location that “houses” or stores your site 

for the world to see. There are also a lot of those.  You can sign up with WECAI Domains 

for a hosting package or two others we highly recommend are IX Web Hosting and 

Firelight Web Studio. 
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You have to create your site. You can do this using a variety of site building tools.  

Depending on the focus of your website you can create your site using: 

1. Joomla (Open Source software used to create content-rich websites)  

2. SiteBuildit (which is a turnkey site creation software that is simple to use) 

3. WordPress.org (free) and Wordpress.com (both excellent platforms for creating 

blogs AND websites using the RSS features of a blog) RSS means really simple 

syndication and simply put is the way information is disseminated to the web. With 

RSS your sites have a greater chance of getting indexed almost immediately and 

your content posted on search engines quicker. Although we highly recommend 

Wordpress for information sites, we find it not as perfect for sites with lots of features 

such as forums, directories and shopping carts. That’s when you would probably opt 

for Joomla or another site building program.  

4. PHPBB ( is an open source platform For creating forums, discussion boards with 

an easy to use administration panel and a user friendly installation process, which 

allows you to have a forum set up in minutes)  

5. Zen Cart (is great for creating e-commerce store, especially when you have lots of 

product offerings or plan to in the future)  

6. Moodle (is a Free web application that educators can use to create effective online 

learning sites)  

Make sure when you start building your site, you use fresh original content. That will 

make your site unique and also give you added exposure with the search engines. Don’t 

ocpy and paste information from other sites. The only exception might be a membership 

based site where you are serving content provided by your members which they may 

also house on their sites.  
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At this stage you will also build into your content, keywords that will help people find you. 

There are several good keyword research tools. I recommend you go to our Free 

resources page and check those out.   

The next thing you will need to do is optimize your site for the search engines.  That 

means making sure your site content is understandable, grammatically correct and all the 

links in your site work.  At this stage you will also  

The final step is launching your site.  That simply means to publish it so your target 

audience can now find you online. With most hosting programs you will have instructions 

on how to do that.  

These are the basic steps in How to create your own website. In the next audio we will 

discuss the components that go into your website. 

 
Women in Ecommerce™ is a membership based organization that provides 
educational information, networking opportunities and global recognition for its 
members. Basic membership is free. When you join you receive a whole host of 
resources to help you do more business on the web including transcripts to these 
audio programs. For more information visit www.WECAI.org today. 
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