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Keo Seima Conservation Project Launched

The Ministry of Environment (MoE), provincial authorities, and WCS organized an
inception workshop for the United States Agency for International Development Keo
Seima Conservation Project (USAID KSCP) in February 2019. The workshop was opened
by H.E Rath Virak, Under Secretary of State in the Ministry of Environment and attended
by around 70 participants from the Ministry of Environment, Departments of Environment
in Mondulkiri and Kratie, local authorities, and USAID Cambodia representatives as well
as local community members from 20 villages. The key objectives of the workshop were
to inform stakeholders of the projectos pl anned activitie:
implementation and to seek cooperation from local authorities, communities, and other

stakeholders for effective implementation of project activities.




First Community Protected Area in KSWS Officially Established

Sre Preah Community Protected Area (CPA) was recently established by Prakas No. 058
dated 21 January, 2019. Of the 239 households in participating villages (Pu Char, O
Chrar, and Pu Kong), 216 elected to join as CPA members (including 100% of female-
headed households in these villages). The CPA boundary and five management zones,
as well as two sub-blocks, have been identified. The CPA has a total area of 3438 ha, 69
ha of which is currently bamboo forest and will be important for implementing the CPA
business plan. Establishment of the CPA is part of the Capacity Building for Ecosystem-
based Adaptation in OO06Por Catchment -regianbpr oj e
Biodiversity Conservation Corridors Project under the Asian Development Bank (ADB).
The project is implemented by the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) in partnership
with the Cambodian Rural Development Team (CRDT) and the Centre for Peoples and
Forests (RECOFTC).




Community -Based Bamboo Enterprise Meets Private  Sector
In February 2019, RECOFTC, WCS, CRDT, and the Department of the Environment

(DoE) held a stakeholder workshop on value chain analysis and creating a business plan
for Sre Preah CPA bamboo in Keo Seima district of Mondulkiri province. The main
purpose of this workshop was to inform key stakeholders of Sre Preah CPA about the
value chain of bamboo resources in order to promote bamboo businesses. The 43
participants (13 women) included members of the Sre Preah CPA management
committee and community-based bamboo group, village chiefs from three villages, and
Sre Preah commune councilors as well as representatives from private companies

(Bopha Angkor and Bambusa).




Asian Elephant Found Dead in KSWS

An elephant was found dead in a cashew nut plantation inside Keo Seima Wildlife
Sanctuary ( KSWS) I n Mondul ki ri provinceds Kec
thought that the elephant died around ten days before its carcass was found. The male

elephant was 2.70 m tall, 4.50 m long, and 1.50 m wide. An AK-47 bullet recovered from

the skull showed the cause of death was a gunshot wound, with additional bullet

fragments found from a home-made gun. According to an elephant census carried out

using genetic sampling by WCSOG sand01b,dhereise Mo ni
estimated to be around 116 elephants in KSWS. This is the second elephant to have been

illegally killed by poaching or snaring since 2016, and a third elephant, a young baby, died

as a result of illegal land clearance.
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Small -Clawed Otters found in KSWS

The projectods Wildlife Monitoring Team-have

clawed otters (Aonyx cinereus) inside KSWS. Although suspected to be present within
the protected area for many years and known from nearby rivers outside the protected
area boundary, no camera trap images had been recorded until now. This confirms the

presence of two species of otter in KSWS.

Asiansmal-c | awed otters are the small est of the
groups, and feed mostly on crabs. The second species found in KSWS, the smooth-
coated otter (Lutrogale perspicillata) |, i's Asiabs | argest otter

fish. Smooth-coated otters have previously been captured by camera traps in KSWS.

Otters are an important indicator species for the project, and demonstrate healthy streams
and rivers. The Wildlife Monitoring Team will continue surveying different rivers in KSWS
to assess how widespread these two species of otter are, and to set a distribution baseline

for future monitoring.
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Mid -term Review of KSWS Annual Work -Plan

In January 2019, WCS and DoE met with all project staff and project partners to review
the annual work-plan for FY19 (July 20187 June 2019), looking at what activities have
been accomplished so far this year and making adjustments to the action plan for the
following six months. This meeting is part of our adaptive management approach,
allowing feedback from project staff and partners to be used to inform planning of future
activities and ensuring that any challenges to implementation are addressed as soon as
possible. Each team presented their achievements for the financial year thus far,
challenges faced, and their plan for the following six months of activities under the KSWS

project.




Tree Nursery under Construction in KSWS

The Junior Chamber International (JCI)-Chaktomuk, in collaboration with WCS and the
provinci al Do E, has begun construction of a t
Pl anto I nitiati ve, -Chaktoinukbventaming to bulchenviranrentdl C |
awareness, and to recover areas that have been subject to degradation from ecological

or human causes. In KSWS, the initiative aims to promote environmental awareness

among local communities, authorities, and students within the protected area. Another

50,000 trees will be planted over the next few years and the tree nursery will be supported

to produce seedlings for reforestation within KSWS. Last year, over 300 participants from

provincial authorities, private companies, local communities, local NGOs, and local
schools planted trees together at O Rona Pri m;
is already being planned.



