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Summary

This report covers law enforcement activities in Afi Mountain Wildlife Sanctuary (AMWS) supported by
the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) during the period from April to June 2018. During this period,
AMWS rangers completed nine anti-poaching patrols. The patrols covered a total distance of 377
kilometers and lasted for 71 patrols days (462 person-days). Three hunting camps and 183 wire snares
were destroyed. Several farms were encountered in the sanctuary. The increasing problem of farm
encroachment at Afi was recently reported to the Paramount Ruler of Boki Local Government Area, with
a plea for him to use his office to help combat illegal farming in the sanctuary. Nine gorilla nest sites were
recorded. Chimpanzee nest sites were not encountered this quarter, but vocalizations were heard in the
Kakubok-Esekwe-Kakwagom axis. During this quarter, WCS recruited six “Gorilla Guardians” from
communities around AMWS where gorilla presence outside the sanctuary has been previously reported,
including Ofambe and Okiro communities where in November 2017, a gorilla spent several days on the
outskirts of the villages, before returning to the sanctuary. The Gorilla Guardians are being trained by
WCS staff to monitor and collect data on the presence of gorillas outside the sanctuary. They are also
being trained to support the Cross River gorilla awareness campaign in their communities. WCS will
provide equipment, transport and other support to the Gorilla Guardians to collect data on gorilla presence
in community forest around the AMWS and to support the Cross River gorilla campaign in their
communities.

Methods

Two patrols were completed each month. The patrols lasted for 7-9 days and were carried out by one
team of six rangers. Patrols this quarter focused on Base Camp, Olum Hills, Esekwe Camp, Katche-
Katabang, Buanchor and Kakubok-Kakwagom sectors of the sanctuary (Figure 1). All wire snares and
hunting camps encountered were destroyed, and all used shotgun cartridges seen were removed. All
patrols used SMART.

Results

Patrol effort

Nine anti-poaching patrols were conducted from April to June 2018 (Table 1). The patrols covered a total
distance of 377 kilometers, and lasted for 71 patrol days (462 person-days).

Figure la. Patrol tracklogs and patrol effort in km walked per grid cell for the period April 1,
2018 to June 30, 2018. Darker red color indicates areas of more intense patrol coverage.



Table 1. Summary of patrol effort by patrol area for the period April 1, 2018 to June 30 2018.
Area Number of patrols| Number of patrol Patrol hours Distance (km) Person - days
days

Base Camp 2 19 173.9 70.7 114
Buanchor-Olum 1 8 63.4 68.0 56
Esekwe Camp 2 12 146.8 64.1 85
Ketche-Asuben 1 8 51.2 49.9 48
Nkanyang-Kakubok 2 16 126.3 79.3 103
Olum Axis 1 8 59.8 45.3 56

9 71 621.4 377.1 462

Figure 2. Average distance covered and time taken per patrol per month for the period April 1,
2018 to June 30, 2018.
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Figure 3. Total patrol distance and time per month for the period April 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.
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Law Enforcement

Patrols this quarter removed 183 wire snares, and destroyed 3 hunting camps (Table 5). No hunters were
encountered, but several people were seen on illegal farms inside the sanctuary (Tables 2&3; Appendix
I11). Thirty-eight pieces sawn timber seen in the Olum axis of the sanctuary were destroyed (Table 4).

Table 2. Number of people seen by threat for the period April 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.

Threat Number of People Encounter Rate per km
Illegal Entry/Trespassing 1 0.003
Farming 9 0.024
Logging 1 0.003

Table 3. Total encounter rates of signs of human activity for the period April 1, 2018 to June 30,
2018.

Activity Number of Incidents Encounter Rate per km
People seen 10 0.027
Human Sign 52 0.138
Hunting and Other Illegal Camps 6 0.016
Traps, Weapons & Equipment 117 0.310
Logging and Tree Cutting 1 0.003
Farming and Land Clearing 23 0.061
Gunshot heard 45 0.119

Table 4. Specific evidence of logging for the period April 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.

Type of logging | Action Taken - | Age of Sign | Number of cut [Number of Logs| Number of Number of
evidence Items pieces Planks Stumps
Stump Destroyed Recent - - 38 1

Figure 4. Distribution of all signs of human activity recorded during the period April 1, 2018 to
June 30, 2018.
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Table 5. Hunting signs recorded for the period April 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.

Sign Number of Observations Encounter Rate per km
Gunshots heard 45 0.119
Set wire snares 182 0.483
Unset wire snares 1 0.003
Empty cartridges 65 0.172
Hunting camps 3 0.008

Wildlife Observations



Great Apes

Great ape were not sighted this quarter, but nine gorilla nest sites were encountered (Tables 6 & 7; Figure

5) and chimpanzee vocalizations were heard on a number of occasions in the Kakubok-Esekwe-
Kakwagom axis of the sanctuary.

Figure 5. Ape nest sites recorded for the period April 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.

Table 6. Number and encounter rate of nest sites recorded for the period April 1, 2018 to June 30,
2018.

Species Number of nest sites Encounter rate of nest sites per km
Gorilla 9 0.024




Table 7. Nest sites recorded for the period April 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.

Species Nest site type |Age of Sign Dung present | Number of ground nests | Total number of nests
Gorilla Night nest(s) [Recent false 1 3
Gorilla Night nest(s) [Recent true 0 6
Gorilla Night nest(s) [Recent true 1 4
Gorilla Night nest(s) [Recent false 2 5
Gorilla Night nest(s) [Old true 2 8
Gorilla Night nest(s) [Old true 0 1
Gorilla Night nest(s) [Old true 0 5
Gorilla Night nest(s) [Recent true 2 8
Gorilla Night nest(s) [Old true 1 5

Other Primates

Other primates sighted during this reporting period include Mona monkey (Cercopithecus monaputty-
nosed monkey (Cercopithecus nictitansand drill (Mandrillus leucophaeys See Figure 6 for sighting
locations. Mixed species groups were often observed. Mona monkeys were encountered on 13 occasions,
and putty-nosed monkeys and drills were sighted on 11 occasions respectively (Table 8).

Figure 6. Monkey species observed for the period April 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.
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Table 8. Number and encounter rate of monkey species recorded for the period April 1, 2018 to

June 30, 2018.

Species Number of groups observed Encounter rate per km
Mona monkey 13 0.034
Putty-nosed monkey 11 0.029

Drill 11 0.029

Other Wildlife

Other wildlife species recorded include forest buffalo (Syncerus caff@rAfrican civet (Civettictis civetta,
bay duiker (Cephalophus dorsaljsred river hog (Potamochoerus porcysblue duiker (Philantomba
monticolg, and common cusimanse (Crossarchus platycephaluélable 9). However, only red river hog,
blue duiker, and common cusimanse were sighted.

Table 9. Encounter rate of wildlife species observed during patrols April 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.
Species not encountered during patrols are not shown.

Species Scientific names Encounter rate per km
Blue duiker Philantomba monticola 0.740
Red-river hog Potamochoerus porcus 0.602
Brush-tailed porcupine IAtherurus africanus 0.560
Drill Mandrillus leucophaeus 0.435
Mona monkey Cercopithecus mona 0.278
Putty-nosed monkey Cercopithecus nictitans 0.188
'Yellow-backed duiker Cephalophus silvicultor 0.183
Unidentified monkey - 0.180
Common cusimanse Crossarchus platycephalus 0.125
Cane rat Thryonomys swinderianus 0.114
Turaco - 0.109
Crested guinea fowl Guttera pucherani 0.085
Unidentified small duiker - 0.082
Unidentified large duiker - 0.074
Unidentified medium duiker - 0.072
Tree pangolin Phataginus tricuspis 0.069
Rock fowl Picathartes oreas 0.064
Bay duiker Cephalophus dorsalis 0.053
Hornbill - 0.050
Cross River gorilla Gorilla gorilla diehli 0.042
IAfrican civet Civettictis civetta 0.024
Nigeria-Cameroon chimpanzee Pan troglodytes l#oti 0.024
Unidentified great ape - 0.024
Common genet Genetta genetta 0.008
Forest buffalo Syncerus caffer 0.003
Grey parrot Psittacus erithacus 0.003
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“Gorilla Guardians 'Project

Gorillas in Afi occasionally move out of the sanctuary into adjoining unprotected community forest and
even farms. In November 2017, a “blackback™ gorilla was seen on the outskirts of Ofambe and Okiro
communities, several kilometers outside the sanctuary. There were indications that the gorilla safely
returned to the sanctuary after a several days, thanks to the tolerance of the Ofambe and Okiro people.
The occasional use of adjoining unprotected areas by the Afi gorillas exposes the gorillas to increased
threat from hunting and possible reprisal attacks by local communities for crop-raiding. During this
quarter, WCS launched a “Gorilla Guardians” program in Afi to improve the protection of gorillas outside
AMWS, with funding support from Berggorilla & Regenwald Direkthilfe. WCS recruited six “Gorilla
Guardians” from communities around AMWS where gorilla presence outside the sanctuary had previously
been reported, including Ofambe and Okiro. The Gorilla Guardians were trained by WCS staff to monitor
and collect data on the presence of gorillas outside the sanctuary. They were also trained to support the
Cross River gorilla campaign in their communities. WCS will provide equipment, transport and other
support to the “Gorilla Guardians” to collect data on gorilla presence in community forest around the
AMWS and to support Cross River gorilla awareness campaign in their respective communities.
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WCS staff, Louis Nkonyu and Emma “Gorilla Guardians” in field data collection and Cross
River gorilla awareness campaign.

Appendix |. Patrol effort statistics April 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.

Date Number of Patrols Distance (km) Number of Hours Number of Rangers
4/9/2018 1 5 5.1 6
4/10/2018 1 7.4 6.8 6
4/11/2018 1 6.5 6.7 6
4/12/2018 1 7.4 6.9 6
4/13/2018 1 5.6 6.3 6
4/14/2018 1 7.1 6.6 6
4/15/2018 1 5.4 7 6
4/16/2018 1 5.6 5.9 6
4/19/2018 1 4.8 6.6 6
4/20/2018 1 5 8.4 6
4/21/2018 1 4.2 7.8 6
4/22/2018 1 53 6.7 6




4/23/2018 1 52 6.8 6
4/24/2018 1 3.5 8.3 6
4/25/2018 1 6.6 8.8 6
4/26/2018 1 0.4 0.8 6
5/7/2018 1 7.7 7.5 7
5/8/2018 1 9 8.1 7
5/9/2018 1 5.1 10.5 7
5/10/2018 1 3.7 8.1 7
5/11/2018 1 3.9 7.6 7
5/12/2018 1 5.1 7.8 7
5/13/2018 1 6.7 9 7
5/14/2018 1 5.8 7.7 7
5/20/2018 1 4.7 6.9 7
5/21/2018 1 5.9 7.7 7
5/22/2018 1 6.3 7 7
5/23/2018 1 8.4 8 7
Date Number of Patrols Distance (km) Number of Hours Number of Rangers
5/24/2018 1 3.7 7.8 7
5/25/2018 1 5.2 7.5 7
5/26/2018 1 8 7
5/27/2018 1 6.8 7
6/5/2018 2 6.5 9.8 12
6/6/2018 3 11.1 28.5 14
6/7/2018 3 11.8 40.6 13
6/8/2018 3 12 39.5 13
6/9/2018 3 21.6 40.5 13
6/10/2018 2 10.2 23.2 13
6/11/2018 2 13.7 14.6 13
6/13/2018 2 9.6 10 13
6/16/2018 1 6.6 7.7 6
6/17/2018 2 11.7 14.9 13
6/18/2018 2 8.6 9.9 13
6/19/2018 2 11.7 21.5 13
6/20/2018 2 9.4 32.2 13
6/21/2018 2 4.4 31 13
6/22/2018 2 11.6 22.6 13
6/23/2018 2 15.6 16.9 13
6/24/2018 2 9.8 13.7 13
6/25/2018 1 6.7 6.1 6
6/26/2018 1 7.3 6.7

Total 71 377.1 621.4
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Appendix Il. Ranger work time for the period April 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.

Name Number of Patrols | Number of Patrol Days | Number Patrol Hours|Total Patrol Distance (km)
/Anthony Osang 5 39 371.9 184.6
Bernard Akpa 4 32 249.5 192.5
Celestine Mengnjo 5 36 336.4 224.0
David Otu 4 35 284.9 153.1
Denis Osang 7 52 441.7 309.1
Etta Joseph 7 55 498.1 276.6
Fidelis Osang 5 32 324.6 154.6
Francis Osang 2 16 119.7 77.8
George Mgbang 5 36 336.4 224.0
Nyaimson Donatus 3 20 210.2 131.9
Peter Adie 3 26 230.2 100.6
Philip Ashijua 4 32 249.5 192.5
Ukam China 5 39 288.1 227.1
\Victor Agbor 1 11 119.8 35.5

Appendix I1l. Summary of arrests and other law enforcement for the period April 1, 2018 to June

30, 2018.
Station Leader Date Action Taken - [Home Village |Name of offender Threat
People
Esekwe Camp |George Mgbang Jun 9, 2018 | Verbal Warning [Esekwe Not given Farming
Nkanyang- Celestine Mengnjo| May 7, 2018 | Observed Only |Becheve boys (John Oduro, Ekah Farming
Kakubok working for one |David Akpo
Police officer Kenneth
from Kakwagom
stationed in
Calabar
Base Camp Etta Joseph Apr 26, 2018 | Observed Only |[Ebok Not given Farming
Olum Axis Celestine Mengnjo| May 23, 2018 | Observed Only [Olum Olum youths (20 Farming
people), clearing a
new farm for a
police officer in
the area, Mr Ewa
Olum Axis Celestine Mengnjo| May 23, 2018 | Observed Only [Olum Farming
Olum Axis Celestine Mengnjo| May 23, 2018 | Observed Only [Olum Farming
Olum Axis Celestine Mengnjo| May 23, 2018 | Observed Only [Olum Olum youths Farming
clearing a large
area for banana
and cocoa farm
Olum Axis Celestine Mengnjo| May 22, 2018 | Observed Only Farming
Olum Axis Celestine Mengnjo| May 24, 2018 [ Observed Only [Olum \Virginia Farming
Base Camp Peter Adie Jun 19, 2018 | Verbal warning [Buanchor Not given Illegal entry

11




