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A fter coming in third in the coun
try at the International Champi
onship of Collegiate A Cappella 

Competition in New York City on April 
28, Brandeis' all male a cappella group, 
Voicemale, returned to school tired, but 
in high spirits . Their much-deserved· 
win was a milestone for the eight men, 

· as they have never ranked so high in 
such a prestigious competition. On Fri
day, May 4, Voicemale had a chance to 
sing their most beloved songs to friends · 
and family in a simply decorated Olin
Sang Auditorium at "Test Fest." They 
also poignantly said goodbye to the two 
graduating seniors. 

The concert began with Seth Herring 
'03 singing a beautiful rendition of Boyz 
II Men's "Thank You." His impeccable, 
full voice filled the auditorium and 
caused tears to well up in many of the 
audience members ' eyes . Herring 
always manages to hit extremely high 
notes with a graceful ease that awes. 
Throughout the night, Herring sang sev- · 
eral times, including such songs as Ste
vie Wonder's "Lately," Penguins ' 
"Earth Angel" and Chicago's "Hard for 
me to Say I'm Sorry." All had the same 
incredible depth and charm that is char
acteristic of of his performances. 

Graduating senior Adam Weinstein 
began his repertoire with Train's "Meet 
Virginia." Although the song ha:d a false 
start, as soon as it picked up, the catchy 
tune was a delight for all. Weinstein's 
strong voice gave the room a soothing 
atmosphere. As his final solo in Voice
male; Weinstein sang a spine-tingling 
rendition of Seal 's "Don't Cry ." 
Although the mood was rather solemn, 
applause thundered at the end of the 
sweet piece. 

As the evening continued, Max Fergu
son '03led Voicemale through the popu
lar hit, "Under the Boardwalk. " The 
crowd was rocking to Ferguson's ener
getic performance and smiles abounded. 
Ferguson's other song, Nine Days' 
"Absolutely (Story of a Girl), " has 
become a staple ofVoicemale shows. 
This time around, the group was as live
ly and fun as eYer, and Ferguson ' s 

vocals were terrific. 
Josh Benson, the other graduating 

senior, brought much enthusiasm and 
spunk to the show. His awesome voice 
filled the auditorium in the Per·sua
sions' "You Can Have Her," M-Pact's 
"Without Your Love," Vertical Hori
zon's "We Are" and his encore of Lenny 
Kravitz's "Fly Away." As one of the 
songs that Voicemale performed in the 
New York Competition, "We Are" is 
obviously one of Benson's most fervent 
and powerful solos. Benson sang every 
song with all his soul and received a 
booming round of applause after every 
tune. It was clear that both he and Wein
stein will be sorely missed by the group. 

As always, Voicemale performed a 
skit during their show. Although usual
ly very corny and somewhat irritating, 
this one turned out to be hilarious. The 
skit, called "Voicemale: Making the 
Band," poked fun at the quirks of the 

members of the group. Ferguson contin
uously belted out showtunes , showing 
his "diva" side, Evan Greene '04 sang 
"The Rainbow Connection" in a perfect 
Kermit the Frog voice, and Herring 
humorously screeched Meredith 
Brooks' "angry girl" song, "Bitch." The 
skit was well done and provided much 
comic relieffor the audience. 

Brandeis' Sketch comedy troupe, 
"Boris' Kitchen" performed a 15-minute 
set between Voicemale's acts. They did 
several sketches from their spring 
show, including a mockery of "Cast
away," a parody on Starbucks and 
"You're Not As Depressed As You Think 
You Are." The group was poorly 
received by the audience, however. The 
sketches were blatantly not funny as 
well as vexing and even insulting to 
some. Because Boris' Kitchen has many 
new members, it has seen a large 
amount of changes in the last year and 

hopefully, will improve with the coming 
semester. 

Near the end of the show, as a tribute 
to the two graduating seniors, Voice
male imitated Benson and Weinstein in 
an almost-too-accurate manner. After
wards, on a more serious note, members 
of the group gave a brief speech about 
the men, their contributions to Voice
male and how much they will be missed, 
and then offered them gifts. It was a 
touching, emotional scene. 

"Test Fest" was a lively, fun show. The 
songs were familiar and the atmosphere 
casual. Although it was clear that Voice
male was exhausted after their New 
York trip, the performance was solid 
and enjoyable to all. The group, minus 
Benson and Weinstein, will be dramati
cally different, but it is certain that they 
will continue to flourish and delight. 

Elida Kamine '03 contributed 
to thts article 
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X62222: The handsome members of Voicemale gave their final concert o[the year on May 4 in Olin-Sang. The 
group also won third place atthe International Championship of Collegiate A Cappella Competition. 

. 

¥ 
~ 


