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GD904 PLANT SUPPLY with Hilary Thomas 
 
Purchasing Plants 
 
You need to build up a list of reliable wholesale and retail nurseries that are able 
to supply you with a good range of quality plants. Many nurseries have websites 
and online catalogues so it is easy to view the range of plants they can supply. 
Before ordering any plants for the first time, try to visit the nursery so that you 
can see for yourself the range and quality of the plants. 
 
Trees and shrubs are relatively easy to source from a local wholesale nursery. It 
is more difficult to find a good range of herbaceous plants, grasses, roses, ferns 
etc so you will need to go to a specialist nursery for these. Once you have 
located these specialists and are happy with the quality of their plants try to 
work from their plant lists and catalogues when doing planting plans, then you 
know you can source the plants. 
 
Wholesale nurseries do not usually sell to the general public and you will 
probably need to show a business card on your first visit. Some operate a cash 
and carry section whilst others will only put orders together for delivery or 
collection. Many do both. Some of the smaller nurseries give a discount on 
quantity rather than a wholesale price. Some wholesale nurseries have open 
days, and it is worth going to these as it can be a good way of networking with 
other designers and landscapers. 
 
Some tree nurseries that specialise in the production of mature and semi-mature 
trees undertake the planting and after care of the trees they supply, which 
simplifies the question of liability, should they fail. 
   
Trees and shrubs are sold as:  

 Bare root 
 Root-balled 
 Container grown 

 Bare root trees, shrubs and hedging plants are grown in open ground. They are 
lifted and planted during the dormant season, Nov – March. This is the most 
economic way of producing and buying plants.  
Bare root hedging plants and whips are sold in bundles of the same species and 
size and clearly labelled. 
 
Bare –root plants once lifted must have their roots enclosed in plastic film, to 
prevent drying out. 
 
Root- balled 
Evergreens such as conifers and rhododendrons that have shallow fibrous roots 
are grown in open ground, lifted by machine and the roots and soil are wrapped 
in netting. Once lifted, they need to be plunged into beds of organic matter to 
prevent the roots and soil from drying out until they can be planted. Evergreens 
are best transplanted in October or April when the soil is warm and moist and 
the roots will grow away more quickly. 
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They are cheaper to produce than container grown plants but are heavy to 
handle and expensive to transport. 
Large mature and semi-mature trees are often sold root-balled 
 
Container grown plants  
 
Plants are grown in increasing sized containers in a suitable compost. These are 
the most popular as in theory they can be planted at any time of year. They are 
also clean and easy to handle. 
Barcham’s Tree nursery produce their trees in patented Light Pots (white 
containers) to prevent root spiralling and facilitate an unwounded and vibrant 
root system at planting that aids establishment. 
Majestic Trees use Airpots for the same purpose 
Some herbaceous nurseries produce plants in black polythene bags  
Beware of nurseries selling containerised trees and shrubs. These are plants that 
have been grown in open ground, lifted and put in a container. 
Some wholesale nurseries buy in bare root stock and then pot them up and 
grow them on for a year so that they are well established in the container by the 
time they are sold     
 
SIZE OF TREES 
 
Seedlings and transplants 
 
The term usually applies to plants that are two to three years old. 
These are grown from seed or cuttings, initially in sheltered seed beds where 
they may spend one or two years. They are transplanted or undercut at least 
once. Undercutting severs the main roots in situ, thus encouraging a fibrous root 
system without transplanting. They are available in a range of sizes from 
300mm – 1200mm and are most commonly used for shelterbelt and woodland 
planting 
Specify as 1+1 or 1+2 etc  
 
Liners and Whips 
 
These are transplants consisting of only a single stem without significant side 
branching. The term usually applies to woody plants that are between two and 
four years old. They can be up to 150 cms in height and are used extensively for 
shelterbelt and motorway embankment planting where native species are used 
Specify as 125 / 150 
 
Feathered Trees 
 
These are trees with an upright central leading shoot and a stem furnished with 
evenly spread and balanced lateral growths down to near ground level, 
according to species. The form reflects the natural characteristics of the tree. 
Specify as 150/170. 175/200, 200/225 
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Maidens 
 
Maidens are low worked woody plants in which the scion (top graft) has grown 
for one season. The term maiden usually refers to fruit trees which have bee 
propagated by grafting a bud or scion on to a rootstock. 
Specify as 175/200      
 
Standard Nursery Stock 
 
Trees must conform to British Standard 3936 
They are readily available and widely used as specimen trees 
Standards are trees with a clear stem clean of lateral growths, supporting a 
branched crown. 
The crown may have a central leader or branched head, and no main branches 
crossing. 
They are sold by girth size and this is measured in cms one metre above ground 
level  
 
Standard Nursery Stock  Girth cms Height metres  
Light standard  6-8 2.50 – 2.75 
Standard  8-10 2.75 - 3.0 
Tall standard  8-10 3.0 – 3.5 
Selected standard  10 – 12 3.0 – 3.5  
Advanced Nursery 
Stock 

 

Heavy standard  12-14 3.5 – 4.25 
Extra heavy standard 14-16 4.25 – 6.0 
 16-18
 18-20
Semi-mature  20.75 6.0 – 15.0 
Mature   
 
All standards can be supplied as container grown, bare root or root balled 
Semi-mature and mature trees are planted when real impact is needed. They 
have to be supplied as root balled and special machines are required for their 
lifting, transport and planting. This makes them expensive. They also need 
secure anchorage and very regular watering once planted. 
Before ordering a large tree do check whether it is actually possible to get the 
tree on site.  
Civic Trees and Majestic Trees specialise in mature and semi-mature trees (see 
their web sites) 
 
Shrubs and herbaceous plants 
 
Shrubs and herbaceous plants are normally sold by container size, and this is 
stated as volume in litres.  
Herbaceous plants are usually planted in drifts so are generally sold in 1 and 2 
litre containers.  
Smaller plants establish and grow away more quickly than larger ones and also 
need less aftercare. 
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When ordering shrubs it is usual to choose 2, 3 and 5 litre plants and then select 
a few larger plants –7.5, 10 or 15 litres to create some instant impact. 
Climbing plants such as clematis are sold in extra long 3 litre pots to give the 
supporting cane some stability. 
  
PLANT SCHEDULES 
 
A Plant Schedule needs to be professionally presented so do check all 
nomenclature carefully against the relevant nursery list / catalogue before 
sending off lists to the  nursery and the client.  
 
A plant schedule is prepared in conjunction with the planting plan, and it lists all 
the plants included in the scheme. The schedule is then used to order and cost 
the plants. The plants may be ordered by the designer or in some cases by the 
contractor. 
 
The plant schedule needs to have your name contact details, date and the 
number of the planting plan that it refers to. This can go at the top of the 
schedule (on an email version) or as a front cover sheet on a hard copy.  
 
Plants are listed under headings: 
Trees 
Shrubs 
Hedging 
Climbing plants 
Herbaceous 
Grasses 
Herbs 
Water plants 
Bulbs – (will only be delivered in the autumn) 
 
In a small garden all the plants can simply be listed alphabetically under the 
headings. 
In a large garden it is easier to identify the beds or areas of planting by letters or 
numbers and then prepare lists for each of these in turn under the same 
headings. This makes it considerably easier to sort the plants out into the 
appropriate bed or area of the garden once you are ready to start planting up. 
 
Before sending a plant list off to the nursery for a quotation, it is a good idea to 
check that there is a clause in your plant schedule stating tat no substitutes are 
to be supplied unless agreed with the designer. 
 
It is advisable to be on site when an order is delivered so that you can check the 
plants off and send any inferior or wrong plants back to the nursery with a 
request for replacements. 
 
Allow space on the right hand size of the schedule for the nursery to add their 
price. 
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If you are sourcing plants from more than one supplier, you need to prepare a 
separate plant schedule for each nursery. 
 
Nurseries will usually give the net price so you have to add V.A.T to this as well 
as a mark-up of whatever percentage you deem appropriate. You then give this 
final price to the client as the quotation for the plants. 
 
Checks on Plants  
 
When you order is delivered it is worth taking time to check over the plants 
before accepting delivery. 
   

PLANT SCHEDULE 
Name  Designation  Height 

(ms)  
Girth 
(cms) 

Root 
system  

Quantity  Unit 
price 

Total 
cost  

TREES     
Amelanchier 
lamarckii  

Multi-
stemmed 

2 -2.5 Container 1  

Malus ‘Evereste ‘  Standard  3 – 3.5 10 – 12 Container 1   
Quercus robur  Feathered  1.8 –

2.4  
Rootballed 1   

 
 

Plant name  Size (mm) Container 
size (litres)

Quantity Unit price  Total cost 

Shrubs    
Buxus sempervirens 
‘Elegantissima’ 

300- 400 2 3  

Cistus ‘Silver pink’  300 - 400 2 5  
Elaeagnus x ebbingei   450 – 600 3 3  
Viburnum x burkwoodii 750 – 100 10 1  
   
Herbaceous Plants    
Alchemilla mollis   1 9  
Bergenia ‘Overture   1 9  
   
Grasses    
Calamagrostis x 
acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ 

 2 3  

Stipa gigantea    3 1  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
  


