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Basingstoke, July 5
th

 2012: Hawk-Eye Innovations is pleased to have been qualified for the licensing 

of goal-line technology to football associations across the world.  

Steve Carter, Managing Director of Hawk-Eye Innovations, said: “We are delighted by FIFA’s decision 

to endorse the use of goal-line technology and to have qualified for a license. We are confident, 

following years of development and testing, that Hawk-Eye can assist decision making for referees in 

critical goal-line situations which can affect the outcomes of club and international games.  Hawk-

Eye has many years’ experience of successfully deploying its innovative technology for high-profile 

sports globally and can be trusted to provide a reliable long-term service to the game of football.” 

FIFA’s decision comes after extensive trials over the past year to estimate not only the accuracy and 

reliability of goal-line technology, but also the implications on stadia infrastructure and the 

associated costs to different football associations. The Hawk-Eye solution requires absolutely no 

modification or interference with the equipment on the field of play, including the goal posts and 

balls, which is crucial to gaining the trust and confidence of both players and officials. Trials by FIFA 

further demonstrated the high level of accuracy and reliability of the Hawk-Eye system in situations 

where the ball is obscured to even higher degrees than has occurred in real-life games 

The Hawk-Eye system is based on numerous high frame rate cameras placed around the stadium 

focused on each goal mouth, monitoring the ball’s trajectory when it is close to the line. The data 

from the cameras is fed into a central processing unit that analyses the position of the ball relative to 

that of the goal line. If the system recognises that the ball has crossed the goal line, it relays that 

information in less than one second to devices worn by officials on the field of play. Beyond making 

an instant definitive call, Hawk-Eye can also deliver video replays that prove the validity of the 

decision made by the system. 
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David Bush, Marketing Director, Sony Professional Solutions, Sony Europe, added; “Backed by Sony, 

Hawk-Eye will deliver the best decision-making tools to referees and football associations across the 

world. Sony has a strong legacy of bringing innovative technologies to the world of sport and in 

particular football. This agreement reinforces our position as one of the world’s leading sports 

technology providers and underlines our commitment to deliver ever more compelling and 

enhanced experiences.” 

About Hawk-Eye Innovations Ltd 

First developed in 1999, Hawk-Eye Innovations Ltd. has used the expertise gleaned from years of 

broadcasting to become the leader in vision processing within the sports sector. First used as a 

broadcast tool for the leg before wicket decision in cricket, the company has diversified as a 

provider of broadcasting enhancements, officiating tools, coaching systems, and sports simulators 

across a number of sports. 

In 2011, Hawk-Eye was bought by and is now situated at Sony Europe's offices in Basingstoke, 

England. The company is proud to be an integral part of many of the world premier sporting events 

including The Wimbledon Championships, the Cricket World Cup, Davis and Federation Cups, 

World Championships snooker, and the Indian Premier League cricket. 

The company continues to grow, develop, and innovate across sports, to stay one step ahead of the 

evolving demands from officials, athletes, coaches and fans alike. For more information please visit: 

www.hawkeyeinnovations.co.uk 
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