
2019 American Road Calendar (ARC) Requirements and Procedures 
 
Welcome to the 2019 ARC - a collection of Stage Races, Omniums, Criteriums and One-day Road Races in 
America. USA Cycling would like to recognize the events on the American Road Calendar as quality, well run 
cycling events. These events may not have the bigger budgets or sponsors that the events of the Pro Road 
Tour but have committed to putting on an outstanding experience for all involved.  The following is a summary 
of rules and procedures applicable to ARC races in 2019.  

Goals 

The American Road Calendar has the following objectives: 
 

• Showcase domestic-based teams at quality events while promoting their riders and 
sponsors 

• Serve as a stepping stone to the Pro Road Tour (PRT) calendar 
• Provide a framework for ranking individual riders and teams 
• Showcase races that have made a commitment to a strong organizational framework 

Event Types 
1) Non-UCI Stage races- multi-day events (maximum 7 days) consisting of races that are 

scored on time and added together to create a general classification based on time. In Stage 
Races, riders must complete each individual race to be eligible to start the next race or be 
placed in the general classification. Stage races can include criteriums, but criteriums cannot 
make up more than half of the racing days. For example, if you have a four day event no 
more than two of those stages can be criteriums with a circuit under 5k. 

2) Mixed Omniums- multi-day events (maximum 5 days) with concurrent days (no “off” or “rest” 
days). Scoring is based on points collected in each race and added together to create an 
overall omnium standing. Riders do not have to compete in all events to appear in the 
overall omnium standings. Events in a mixed omnium must be some combination of road 
races, time trials and criteriums. Criteriums cannot make up more than half of the days of 
racing. 

3) Road races- a standalone single-day event that does not belong to an omnium or stage 
race. This is either a point-to-point race or a circuit race with circuits at least 10k long. 

4) Single day criteriums- a stand-alone criterium with a circuit of no longer than 5k. 
5) Criterium omniums- a multi-day event (maximum 4 days) with concurrent days (no “off” or 

“rest” days) that are on the same event permit and run by the same race director or club. 
Scoring is based on points collected in each race and added together to create an overall 
omnium standing. Riders do not have to compete in all events to appear in the overall 
omnium standings. All circuits must be a maximum of 5k. 



 
Event Requirements 

 
In order to be accepted on the American Road Calendar, a committee chosen by USA Cycling will 
examine the following criteria: 

 
• Event history 
• Sporting aspects (courses and other competition factors) 
• Overall calendar flow and event dates 
• Prize money 
• Event production value 
• Marketing and PR 
• Adherence to USAC regulations and policies 

 
Road Race/Stage Race Prize Lists 

1) The race must meet the prize money guidelines applicable to a USA Cycling Category C 
event. 

2) If your event will be offering both Men’s and Women’s categories, there must be equal 
prize purses for men and women. 

3) If there is a change in prize money totals or structure of your event after your event has 
been accepted, USA Cycling must be notified immediately. USA Cycling reserves the right 
to remove events that lower their posted prize list or change their event after being 
accepted on the ARC. 

 
Riders and Teams 

 
Selection of Riders and Teams 

1) ARC may be individual or team entry races. The race director can select the teams and/or 
riders to be invited within USA Cycling and UCI rules. Types of teams invited must adhere 
to UCI and USAC regulations. Any exceptions to that rule will have to be granted by the UCI 
with a request made through USA Cycling. 

2) All ARC races must invite all USA Cycling-registered UCI Continental teams and UCI 
Women’s teams in good standing to enter their race. Only in extreme circumstances will 
USA Cycling allow an ARC event to exclude such a UCI Continental team that registers 
before the deadline, assuming that the race has not reached the field limit. Please contact 
USA Cycling if you feel the need to exclude a team. 

 
Rider Categories 

Riders eligible to compete in ARC races include UCI Pro Continental teams, UCI 
Continental teams, UCI Women’s teams, category 1/2 amateur men, and category 1/2 
amateur women. 
Your race may have other separate amateur categories (i.e. Masters, Cat. 3, Juniors); the 
above applies only to the ARC categories. 

 
Team Composition 



1) ARC races may be “team limited” races. If so, the team limit is a default maximum of 8 
riders, but a race director may enforce a lower limit. Team limited races must respect the 
relevant USAC regulations covering team limited races, including team size and multiple 
entries from one entity. 

2) USA based professional teams often have part of their roster designated as their “domestic 
riders” or as a development team. These riders do not appear on the UCI rider list, but for 
the purposes ARC races, they may race as part of the professional team and wear the UCI 
team jersey, still respecting the total team limit. 

3) A team may have “guest riders” subject to other USA Cycling and UCI rules. 
 
 

Officials 
1) The Chief Referee(s) and crew for all ARC races will be assigned by the Local Association. 

Normal officiating expenses and fees for all officials will be covered by the event. 
2) USA Cycling will assign a national level official as an evaluator/technical delegate and cover 

the fees, per diem, and travel expenses of this person. The race organizer will cover housing 
of the technical delegate.  

3) Officials are paid according to the Race Category in the USAC Schedule of Fees. 
4) For travel expenses of the Technical Delegate, USA Cycling will cover airfare and 

baggage fees if (s)he is flying, or mileage to the event if (s)he is driving. Once at the 
airport of the venue, transportation around the event is the responsibility of the race 
director. 

 
Technical Services 

All ARC races must meet the requirements set forth in the USAC Guidelines for Category A races 
under rule 3A7 and 3C6. Events that may not be able to meet these requirements may request 
derogation from USAC if providing good cause. 

 
3A7. The Race Director shall do the following in Category A events. Race Directors are 
encouraged to do them for other road races. 
(a) Provide a precise course map indicating distances to be covered.  
(b) Provide a finish area that includes the following: a finish line that meets the championship 
specification, fencing on each side of the finish line, and a banner above the finish line bearing 
the word "Finish".  
(c) Provide a covered podium for the officials and a public address system at the finish line. 
(d) Provide photo-finish equipment at the finish line that supplies continuous, frameless finish 
order for massed start events or an electronic timing system for time trials.  
(e) Provide a results room in a quiet location near the finish area for use by the officials. 
(f) Provide at least two body numbers and one frame number for competitors in massed-start 
events.  
 
3C6. Category A and B races. The Race Director should do the following in Category A and B 
races and is encouraged to do them for other road races:  
(a) Provide at least two neutral support vehicles, at the service of all riders. One such vehicle 
shall drive ahead of the field to take care of riders who break away while the other shall follow 
behind the field. 
(b) Stop all traffic at the finish line and along the course as the riders pass. [rolling closure] 
(c) Provide official cars equipped with opening roofs and radio transceivers for the race officials 
as well as radio tour. 



(d) Provide technical support vehicles with radio receivers. 
(e) Provide radio tour and a radio tour operator for races that will have a team caravan. Provide 
radio tour receivers for all caravan vehicles. 
(f) Provide rider feeding supplies for stage races.  

 
Road Closures 

 
1) All criteriums must be run on completely closed courses (no coned off lanes). If a course is 

using a single road for two way traffic, it must be hard fenced in between the two sides of 
the course. 

2) All road races must be run on either a completely closed course or utilizing a rolling 
enclosure effected by sufficient law enforcement officers who have been trained in the 
operation of such a rolling enclosure (i.e. no centerline rule for ARC races). 

3) All time trials must be on courses closed to all vehicles except race-related traffic. 
 

Marketing 

Media Support will include but not limited to the following: 
1) Press release to accompany calendar announcement w/social media announcement 
2) Social media push for registration – 1 month out 
3) Geo-targeting social media push for registration/event reminder – 2 weeks out 
4) Publish post event recap & photos supplied by event 

 
Results 

1) Results must be submitted to USA Cycling in the USAC standard electronic format for each 
day of competition. Results from all ARC races are due in their entirety no later than midnight 
the day of the race. For questions regarding results submission please contact 
rankings@usacycling.org  

Media 
1) Photos: One photo that USA Cycling may use MUST be submitted to the USA Cycling 

Communications Department the evening of the competition’s conclusion, along with race 
highlights. This information will be used to send a press release to update the PRT 
rankings and recap the weekend of racing. 

2) Pre-event releases/race info: Submit pre-event press release/race information. 
3) TV/Broadcast Info: Submit any television/web broadcast info so we can help advertise. 
4) Social Media: Submit social media info including twitter handle and Facebook page link, link 

to USA Cycling, and participate in social media. 
Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/usacycling Twitter: 
@usacycling 
 
 

  

mailto:rankings@usacycling.org
http://www.facebook.com/usacycling


2019 USA Cycling American Road Calendar (ARC) Bid Application 
 
Name of event:___________________________________________________________________________   
 
____Stage Race  ____One day road race  ____Mixed Omnium   ____Criterium Omnium 
 
Number of event days: ________  
  
First Event Date Choice ________  Second Event Date Choice ________   
 
Do you have any flexibility outside of the dates listed above?   Yes   No 
 
Prize list:  ________Pro/1/2 Men  ________Cat 1/2 Women 
 
Event Location 
 
Host city (cities) ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Event Website ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Local Organizing Committee (LOC) ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Organization Name ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Primary Contact ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _________________________  Email ___________________________________________________  
 
LOC Event Organizing Experience 
(Please list events the LOC has organized, both cycling and non-cycling) 
 
 
 
 
Timing and Scoring 
Please outline the method to be used for timing and scoring the event, i.e. finish lynx cameras, active chips, 
passive chips, etc. Please also list the name of the company you use for this service. 
 
 
 



Is the company above responsible for uploading results to the USAC website? ______________ 
 
Courses 
Please attach maps of all the courses to be used for the event and include these items: 

• Length of course 
• Elevation gain and loss per lap 
• Explanation of course closure. In the case of a rolling enclosure, give the details of how many police 

cars and motors will be available for each race. 
 
Neutral Support 
Who is providing neutral support for your event? _______________________________________ 
 
2018 ARC Requirements (previous ARC events only) 
Were all 2018 requirements (technical, media and marketing) adhered to? __________________ 
If not, please explain ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Operating Budget 
Please attach a basic event budget. It will be kept confidential. 
 
Information for USADA 
Exact address of finish line venue(s): 
 

 
Name, cell phone, and email of person who will act as site coordinator/liaison for USADA:   
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Finish times for events (please list for both men and women and each day if applicable): 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BIDDER STATEMENT 
 
I, ___________________, on behalf of (Bidder), the entity seeking inclusion on the USA Cycling American Road Calendar, represent 
and warrant that I have thoroughly read and reviewed the foregoing bid application and guidelines. I understand all the requirements for 
inclusion on the National Racing Calendar and I have the express authority to submit this bid application on behalf of Bidder. If included 
on the National Racing Calendar, I understand and agree that I must comply with each and every requirement stated in the bid 
application, as well as all applicable USAC and UCI Rules and Regulations. Each and every statement, promise, chart, photograph, or 
submission made in conjunction with the submission of this bid application is true and accurate, as of the date of this submission, and 
do not omit or misrepresent a material fact or seek to promise to deliver on a promise that is incapable of being fulfilled. If, due to 
subsequent events or inaction, any statement, promise, chart, photograph, or submission made herein is no longer true or capable of 
being fulfilled as required by the bid guidelines, then I shall immediately notify USAC of this fact. For purposes of the preceding 
sentence, I understand that I am obligated to notify USAC, within forty-eight (48) hours, of the discovery that any aspect of the attached 
bid application has become untrue or is incapable of performance. I further understand and agree that USAC reserves the right to 
withdraw its award of National Racing Calendar designation due to Bidder’s inability to fulfill the conditions and promises stated in its 
original USAC National Racing Calendar bid application. 
 
EVENT RACE DIRECTOR/BIDDER 
 
Name:___________________________________ 
 
Title: ____________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________________________ 
 
 
Please submit application and $500 bid fee to the address below by close of business, December 1, 2018. Bid 
fee may either be check or money order. If a race is not accepted or included on the calendar, all but $250 of 
the bid fee will be returned to the race director. Due to the nature of the application, please remit application via 
USPS Priority Mail or similar. Electronic submissions will be accepted as long as a check is received by the 
deadline. 
 
Shawn Brett/USA Cycling 
Attn: Calendar Bid 
210 USA Cycling Point, Suite 100 
Colorado Springs, CO 80919 
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