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On-The-Go Video Editing:  
The Best Apps for Your iPhone 

A Professional Movie Studio Right in Your Pocket 
 

To conduct business in this day and age, a smartphone is essential. Gone are the days when 

we sat at a computer all day next to our desk phone. We are constantly on the move and multi-

tasking, which means fitting our businesses into our active daily lives. The good news is, we can 

perform virtually all of our business functions from an iPhone. That opens up a lot of doors for 

business owners. 

Have you considered using video in your business, but assumed you would need to hire a 

videographer or purchase fancy equipment? Apple makes it possible with its iMovie app for 

iPhones and iPads. 

iMovie  

You can easily step up your marketing strategy by creating professional 

videos right from your iPhone. There are endless options out there when 

you visit the App Store, but iMovie remains at the top of the list for video 

making and editing. Not surprisingly, Apple has packed this app full of 

features, making it far superior to the standard video camera on the 

iPhone. iMovie will have you looking like a professional in no time.  

It’s not possible to cover all of the features in this article, but we will cover the highlights so you 

can make an educated decision as to whether this app is right for you.  

Easy to Use 

iMovie uses the multi-touch functionality that you have become so accustomed to with the 

iPhone. The movie scenes will automatically be separated into video clips which makes shifting 

and eliminating scenes super easy. You are able to do the following: 

 Tap to add video, photos and music 

 Drag to trim the length of any video clip 

 Swipe up and down to split or freeze a frame 

 Shift scenes around and eliminate those you don’t need 

 Create cutaways, cut-ins and smooth transitions for a professional look 

 Add special effects to video and photos at certain frames of your choosing 

Flexible 

One of the greatest features of iMovie is that it is compatible with both your iPhone and iPad. It 

allows you to transfer even your partially edited videos between devices. You can start editing a 
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movie on your phone right after you shoot the video, then finish on your iPad or even on your 

computer.  

Professional Features 

You are able to fancify your HD video by choosing from 8 unique themes or you can customize 

with your own titles and photos from your library. You can also add special effects to your video 

and photos at a specific frame. 

Of course there is probably already sound on your video, but you can also add sound effects 

that come with iMovie or use a song from your iTunes library wherever you see fit. Record your 

own voice as a voiceover for a more personal touch to your video. 

Choose from 12 trailers with amazing graphics. Customize your video with other videos and 

photos from your library and add titles, transitions and music.  

Add credits with rolling commentary or opening titles. Customize the text color and font to match 

up with your branding for your business! 

Cost 

At only $4.99, iMovie is definitely worth the purchase since it is packed full of features normally 

found only in expensive software programs. Easily and cheaply leverage the power of video in 

your business for the price of a Happy Meal.  
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Mobile Masterpieces in Minutes 

Have you been shying away from incorporating video into your business because you just don’t 

have the time to learn? That’s understandable; after all, you have enough going on just trying to 

run your business. Wouldn’t it be great, however, to keep things fresh and jump on the video 

bandwagon to impress your clients or potential clients? It is proven that people are more drawn 

to video than just a simple graphic on your website. 

You literally can have a professional marketable video promoting your business within minutes. 

That is no exaggeration and all with something you use every single day, your iPhone! 

Video Edit  

Video Edit, by Kevin Hnatiuk, is one of the top iPhone apps for speedy video creation and 

editing. The whole premise is based on the fact that not everyone wants or needs to spend 

hours editing, creating titles, trailers or transitions. Video Edit is 

the app for you if all you want to do is shoot your video, trim it to 

your liking and possibly splice together several clips.  

It is completely built for speed and is now even faster. While 

some say the app compromises features for speed, most folks 

don’t mind! R 

Ready to cash in on the amazing speed at which you can create 

videos for your business? Read on for a summary of the 

features you can expect with Video Edit for your iPod, iPhone or 

iPad. 

Notable for Newbies 

Video Edit offers a no-nonsense interface so even the newest of newbies can figure out how to 

shoot and edit their videos. This is the perfect app for you if your eyes begin to glaze over at the 

thought of adding transitions and trailers to your video. 

With a quick drag-and-drop you can rearrange your videos, shorten them and export to save. 

Easy!  

Another nice feature is that the app uses copies of your video clips so it will never save over the 

top of your originals. This is a huge relief to prevent any disasters! 

Fast and Furious 

After your editing is completed, for most video apps, you can expect to wait a significant amount 

of time while the cogs turn to render your video. Video Edit is the fastest app when it comes to 

rendering your videos. There will be no waiting - it happens in seconds! The smart creators of 
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this app have removed all of the unnecessary bells and whistles so you can get down to 

business. 

Cost 

You can purchase Video Edit at the App Store for a mere $2.99. A great price for an app that 

does exactly what you want it to do. So get going and capture your video, edit and save. It’s that 

quick and easy with Video Edit. With this app there are no more excuses about not having the 

time for video creation. 
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Adding Effects is Easy – and Cost Effective 

There are so many talented videographers out there when you look around on the internet. It is 

truly amazing what they can create in their videos! What if you had access to the fabulous 

special effects they use? A few simple effects can completely change the mood of your video. 

Here is your chance to have some fun and get creative with videos for your business. 

CinemaFX for Video  

CinemaFX for Video, by Nexvio Inc., is a powerful app that comes 

stocked with over 50 different effects. This app has the most 

comprehensive list of video effects of any other app out there.  

The only trouble you’ll have using this app is choosing which dynamic 

effect to use for the most impact! Just remember, you can work on 

adding the titles and music later once the effects are in place. The 

functionality is easy even for the novice. 

Here is a summary of some of the cool features you will get with the CinemaFX app. 

Hollywood Style 

Shoot the videos on your iPhone and give it the Hollywood treatment of your choice by choosing 

a ‘pack’ to begin with. Within your pack, there will be many more choices to get just the look you 

want. CinemaFX allows use of up to 3 effects at one time. 

 Vintage Pack: Produce an oldie by turning your movie into a retro 8 mm home movie. Get the 
look of a 70’s home movie or add blur, dust and scratch to get the vintage look. 
 

 Cinematic Pack: Select one of the 20 effects inspired by real movies 
 

 Essential Pack: Includes all possible colors from black and white, sepia, light sepia, negative, 
vignette, widescreen and exposure 
 

 ToyCam Pack: It’s like a toy camera with 12 effects to choose from including Spice, Instant, 
Instant TZ, Redscale 200, RedscaleXPro, Siliver Xpro, Nostalgia, Dawn, Indian Summer, 
Cappuccino, HelaV, Pink. No worries – you don’t have to know what all of that is! The app will 
clearly show you what the effects will do before making the change.  

One really nice feature for CinemaFX for Video is that you can do a side by side comparison of 

your original video. This will make the editing process so much easier so you can see exactly 

how you are changing it up and decide if you like it before committing. 

With a little creativity, which the app has basically done for you, adding effects is easy. You will 

have an amazing Hollywood style video to share with friends and clients. 
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One thing to note though: CinemaFX for Video has received complaints about the slow 

rendering process. This isn’t surprising considering the number of effects it is trying to compile. 

If this is a major concern for you, then the Video Edit app may be a better choice, but know that 

you will lose out on the variety of effects to choose from. 

Cost 

You can purchase CinemaFX for Video for a mere $1.99 at the App Store. That’s a great price 

for an app that is packed with major effects for your videos. 

It’s also a great complement to iMovie or Video Edit as it has more video effects than both of 

those apps combined. You can easily edit your movies in iMovie or Video Edit and then open 

them in CinemaFX to add more unique effects. Remember all of this can be done on the go with 

your iPhone, iPod or iPad. 
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Easy Enough for Newbies, Powerful Enough for Professionals 
 

With so many video making apps out on the market today, it is easy to get overwhelmed with 

the options. You know you want an app that will be packed with features so you can make the 

biggest impact possible for your business. However, you want it easy enough so you will have a 

clue what you are doing. This is especially difficult if you are totally new to creating video.  

Like most things in life and business, a little trial and error is probably in order. Reading reviews 

is also hugely helpful when trying to choose the best iPhone app for videos. Don’t get 

discouraged; there are many great apps out there that won’t leave you stressed out and feeling 

like you should just scrap video production all together. 

Introducing Splice 

Splice, by Path 36, LLC, keeps simple in mind, but doesn’t skimp on 

features. It is one of the most advanced apps of its kind on the market. 

Whether you are a newbie or a professional, you will not be 

disappointed. Read through the features below to get educated on what 

this app can do for you.  

Get Creating 

Creating your videos with Splice puts you in total control. You can splice together HD photos 

and videos with just a few taps. You can include music, visual effects, text, audio mixing and 

voice overs. 

Like a puzzle, you will see your video clips clearly laid out ready for you to rearrange or trim to 

your liking. All of this is done in the comfort of your iPhone, iPod or iPad. 

Get Editing 

This is where the magic happens. Some say this app offers more sophisticated features than 

Apple’s iMovie app. Here is just a summary of the special features Splice offers: 

 Combine multiple audio tracks - Splice exclusive 

 Synchronize sound effects and narration - Splice exclusive 

 Easy drag-and-drop feature for assembling video clips and photos 

 Add music from your iTunes library 

 Choose from preloaded music and sound effects 

 Position text anywhere on screen for your videos (this could really be fun!) 

 Add sound effects, visual effects, transitions and titles (text) 

 Timeline editor overview  

Get Sharing 
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Once you have your professional video ready you are going to want to share it with the world! 

Splice makes it especially easy to send your videos to your friends, family and co-workers. You 

can quickly post to Facebook, Twitter or YouTube instantly from your iDevice. 

Cost 

There is a free version of Splice available on iTunes. This version is a bit stripped down, but has 

the basic functionality and some advanced options like sound effects, borders, slow motion and 

video trimming. You will, however, have to put up with the ads with the free version. You will 

have to decide if it’s worth it or not to just spend the few extra dollars. The full version of Splice 

is still a pretty darn good deal at only $3.99. 
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Point, Shoot, Share 
 

As a business owner, it can be difficult to keep things light and fun when there is so much to do 

and learn. Creating videos can add some much needed fun and individuality to your marketing 

efforts. Videos can also help you reach a different group of potential clients by using a new form 

of media.  

We all know that everyone has a preferred method of learning; everyone also has a preferred 

method of browsing for information online. There are those who won’t ever click on a video and 

will immediately look for the transcript or click off the page, but there are also those folks who 

love videos and view it as more of a personal connection. 

If you are ready to give video a try in your market, but don’t want the hassle of editing, go with 

an app that handles the hard work and creativity for you! You really can’t get much quicker and 

easier than Magisto. 

Magisto 

Magisto, by SightEra Technologies Ltd, is a great app that basically 

takes your video and makes it fabulous, without the headache of 

editing. 

You do still have control over trimming your videos, selecting a theme 

and adding music, so you don’t have to leave it all in the app’s hands. 

However, it’s nice to have the option of letting the software take care 

of some of the tricky video editing that many people struggle over.  

 

Point and Shoot 

There are only a few simple steps to create your video with Magisto: 

 Either record your video or select clips and photos from your camera roll 

 Select your theme – this will be used to determine your song choices (unless you use your own) 
and which effects you can use if you choose to use them.  
Theme examples are: 

o Happy Holidays 
o Street Beats 
o Let’s Party 
o So Cute 
o Classic Clean 
o Sentimental 
o Romantic Valentine 

 Select music either from Magisto’s library or your iPod/iPhone’s music library 

 Add a catchy title 

 Click Make My Movie  

 That’s it – you’re done! 



This tutorial ©2014 Kristen Eckstein, TheBookNinja.com 

Are you wondering how this is even possible? Well, Magisto uses Artificial Intelligence 

Technology to analyze your videos. The system understands your videos and selects only the 

best parts and edits them together. Pretty amazing!  

Share the Fun 

Magisto allows you to share your masterpieces on all the major social media sites including 

Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and email. The ‘Share’ button is conveniently located on the Movie 

page, so you can’t miss it. 

You can also create albums and share movies inside of the Magisto website. If you invite clients 

or friends/family to view your albums, they will be notified each time a movie is added. You can 

keep your account set to private if you are not interested in sharing your albums.  

Cost 

The Magisto app for your iPhone is currently free in iTunes. Magisto allows you to share or 

email unlimited videos for free. However, if you want to download your creation, then it will cost 

you between $.99 and $2.99 depending on the video quality.  

Download the app today to add some fun in your marketing strategy and get sharing with 

others! 
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