
 
 

Welcome!   
You have an idea you want to launch and share with the world.  And that’s 
exciting!  It could be a new service, group program, blog, e-book, digital 
product…   

The good news is it doesn’t have to be as hard as you think (and it doesn’t 
have to be costly either!).  There are many tools out there that can help you.   

Technology is one of the biggest obstacles I see my coaching clients come up 
against.  I felt compelled to put together this toolbox to help you too leap over 
these hurdles.  

This toolbox is for women entrepreneurs (just like you) who have many ideas 
and are really good at what they do, but get hung up when it comes to the 
technology.   

You are off to a great start by downloading this toolbox.  I encourage you to 
pick even just one tool to implement.  These recommendations are from my 
direct experience in launching online.  I’ve used many different options in my 
own business and in working with many clients in their businesses.  Launching 
will require work, but these tools can help you get there faster and easier.  

Let’s get started!  I am here when you need me.  

 
  

Emily Kristofferson 
Online Marketing + Launch Specialist 
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Introduction  
  

Technology can make or break your online business.  I am not kidding.     

Here are my quick tips in choosing your technical tools wisely:   

1.  Ask around - get recommendations.     

Technology is like a member of your support team.  Just like you would ask for 
references or ask around for recommendations before hiring someone, do the 
same for the technology you plan to use in your business.   

It’s best to ask someone who has used a lot of options - to ask them what they 
use what and why.  Do your research.  What are the pros and cons?  How do 
they match up with the needs of your business?  
  

2.  Get comfortable with it.   

Now, this doesn’t mean you need to know all the ins and outs, or spend loads 
of time learning, but there are likely basics you need to know, such as…  

- how to send out a broadcast email using your email marketing provider  

- how to post a blog post or page on your website   

A good way to do this may be to watch a tutorial, but don't Google or watch 
YouTube videos endlessly.  You may have a Virtual Assistant who can help, or 
a colleague or mentor who is willing to give you the fast and dirty version of 
what you need to know.  
  

3.  Do not allow it to be a time suck.  Get qualified help!     

Even though I am very comfortable with lots of technology, it doesn’t mean I 
always do it myself.  As CEO, I focus on what I need to do in my business, and 
it’s usually not to fool around trying to figure out something that’s going to take 
a lot of time.  Yes, I am always learning, but I am careful in how I invest my 
time.  
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You need to be able to implement your ideas, market your business, and serve 
your clients.  To do this, you must at some point delegate some of the tech 
tasks to outside help.  This could be just getting help with a shopping cart, or 
having a VA regularly plug in your ezine content or an autoresponder series, or 
get you set up on social media.  
  

4.  Don’t freak out or sweat it.   

Things happen and sometimes it's unexplainable.  It’s frustrating, and it can 
even be panic inducing for the most tech savvy business owner!  It's easy to 
say, and harder to do, but...stay calm.  Step away.  Take a deep breathe.  Ask 
for help.   

The good news is, the tools for online business are getting easier and cheaper.  

Remember that technology is not the most important part 
of your business.  It’s one piece and it’s important, but don’t 
let it stop you from getting your idea out to the world.  
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The Tools 

Here you go!   

The top online-based tech tools to help you launch successfully.  

  

Email Marketing   

 

AWeber https://www.aweber.com/ 

You need to be using an email marketing service provider for building a 
subscriber list and staying in touch with them.   I use AWeber in my own 
business and recommend it to anyone, whether you are just starting out 
or you are more experienced.  There are other options, some of which 
are free, but you want to think ahead for the future of your business.   
What features will you need a year from now?  It's easy with AWeber to 
create web forms and to segment lists.  Plus, AWeber provides great 
statistics.     

 

Office AutoPilot http://officeautopilot.com/ 

This is an all-in-one solution, best suited for an established business.   
Office AutoPilot integrates your email marketing, payment processing, 
affiliate management and more.   It's easy to figure out and their 
customer support is amazing.  I love the ability to tag contacts, create 
automated sequences and have everything all in one place.  I consider it 
to be a next step up from AWeber – perfect if you plan to be selling 
programs and products online and/or having an affiliate program.  

  
  

 

 

 

 

https://www.aweber.com/
http://officeautopilot.com/
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Organization/Project Management  

  

Basecamp https://basecamp.com/ 

I have used several project management tools and my preference is 
Basecamp.  It's a great way to organize projects, break out tasks and 
collaborate with other team members.  What makes Basecamp especially 
good is how it shows everything in one place for anyone to check in on at 
any time.  There is also a place for discussion, uploading files, tasks with 
deadlines, a calendar.  It’s easy to see what's completed and what's 
outstanding.  Basecamp offers a free 60-day trial.  Remember that a 
project management system only works if you use it.  

  

Google Drive https://drive.google.com/ 

This is a must-use for any online entrepreneur.  It’s free – you can create 
documents, spreadsheets, forms, presentations, and then share or 
collaborate with others in real time.  If you prefer using MS Office, you 
may like using Dropbox or SkyDrive instead.  

   

Website Tools  
  

HostGator or BlueHost  http://www.hostgator.com/, http://bluehost.com/ 

I highly recommend HostGator or BlueHost for your web hosting.  To 
have a website, you of course need to have a domain name registered 
(like emilykristofferson.com) and a host provider to have the site 
accessible on the internet.  Both options are reliable and affordable.  

  

WordPress as a platform http://wordpress.org/ 

If you are not using WordPress, you should be.  With WordPress you can 
easily build a website or blog in minutes, and there are tons of themes 
and plugins that make the website do pretty much whatever you want.  
Best of all, you don't need to know code!  

https://basecamp.com/
https://drive.google.com/
http://www.hostgator.com/
http://bluehost.com/
http://wordpress.org/
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Google Analytics http://www.google.com/analytics/ 

It’s a free service that gives you a detailed look at your website 
activity.  This is something that needs to be installed and monitored, so 
you understand what is happening on your website – where are your 
visitors are coming from?  Where they are going on your site?  How long 
did they stay?  Are they are converting into sales?  With Google 
Analytics, you can know answers to these questions.  

  

Visual Website Optimizer http://visualwebsiteoptimizer.com/ 

Split testing is an often overlooked aspect of launching, but small 
changes can make a difference in the success of landing pages and 
websites.  You can create different versions and easily test them to see 
which performs best.  

  

Backup Buddy http://ithemes.com/purchase/backupbuddy/ 

What’s the worst thing that could happen for an online business?  Your 
site goes down and you don’t have a backup.  Having a backup means 
way less stress if anything were to happen.  And it can mean getting your 
site back up and running much faster.  With Backup Buddy, you can 
schedule backups to take place and have them sent to you 
automatically.  

  

 Conference Call Lines  
  

Free Conferencing http://freeconferencing.com/  

There are a lot of free conference call options available, but I have used 
Free Conferencing for years and it’s reliable.  It’s also super simple to 
use, and you can easily download an mp3 file of the recorded call.  

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/analytics/
http://visualwebsiteoptimizer.com/
http://ithemes.com/purchase/backupbuddy/
http://freeconferencing.com/
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Instant Teleseminar http://instantteleseminar.com/  

This is a paid service that allows you to both conference call and 
webcast.  You would use this option for its ability to schedule/automate 
pre-recorded calls, that way you don't need to be there live on the 
line.  Also, one distinguishing feature is the international dial-in 
numbers.  If you are attracting people from the US, Canada, Australia, 
the UK, Instant Teleseminar has a list of local numbers that your 
audience can use to call in to (or they can listen live online).  

  

Webinar Services  
  

Meeting Burner https://www.meetingburner.com/ 

I use Meeting Burner for workshops and team meetings when I want to 
share my screen.  I love it!  It takes just seconds to meet right away or 
schedule a meeting, and you have custom link to share with participants 
(http://Kristofferson.enterthemeeting.com/join).  When you record a 
webinar, you can email the recording, embed on a website, export to 
YouTube, share on Facebook or download audio and video versions.  

It’s easy to use as both the presenter and the attendee.  (Bonus: It can 
integrate with AWeber and Facebook for webinar registrations.)  

   

GoToMeeting / GoToWebinar http://www.gotomeeting.com/fec/webinar  

Many of my clients use this option.  When you schedule a webinar, 
GoToWebinar sends you a webinar invitation email that you can 
use.  The invitation has a Register Now button.  And best of all, 
GoToWebinar handles the registration, webinar reminders and even 
follow-ups.    

This option is especially good for joint-chaired webinars.  You can easily 
pass off keyboard/mouse control and instantly change presenters.  They 
have special features like drawing tools, polls, and attendees can even 
raise their hands (virtually of course) to ask questions.  

  

http://instantteleseminar.com/
https://www.meetingburner.com/ 
http://kristofferson.enterthemeeting.com/join
http://www.gotomeeting.com/fec/webinar
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Online Storage   
  

Amazon S3  http://aws.amazon.com/s3/ 

This is for file storage for Word documents, PDFs, audio and video.  You 
are using Amazon’s servers instead of your own.  You are charged for 
usage, but it’s super cheap.  When you upload a file to the storage area, 
you are given a link that you can use to share with others.   

 

Dropbox http://www.dropbox.com   

I use Dropbox for both file storage and sharing. If you aren’t able to 
attach and send a large file via email, you can still easily share with 
multiple users using Dropbox.  You upload your file and then share the 
link.  You can also create a folder and share the folder with a team 
member.  Then place files you would like them to have in that folder so 
they can access. 

Dropbox also syncs your files to their online servers so it is not only 
storage but it becomes a backup.  You can access your files from 
anywhere.   
  
  

Membership Plugin  
  

WishList Member http://member.wishlistproducts.com/ 

With this paid WordPress plugin, you can create a membership site for 
any of your programs or products.  It’s fairly simple to learn and use.  It 
integrates well with different payment options (like PayPal, Premium Web 
Cart, 1ShoppingCart) as well as email marketing services like AWeber. 
One of the best features is the ability to drip out content to your 
participants... they get access to content after a certain number of 
days.  This helps to automate delivery of a program or product.  
  

  

 

http://aws.amazon.com/s3/
http://www.dropbox.com/
http://member.wishlistproducts.com/ 
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Sales and Landing/Squeeze Pages 
  

  Optimize Press http://www.optimizepress.com/  

Optimize press is a paid WordPress theme (or plugin).  With it, you can 
build professional looking sales and squeeze pages quickly and easily.  It 
is highly flexible and customizable.  It provides many design elements 
like headlines, order boxes, feature boxes, buttons, bullets, and more.  It 
is more “techie” but not too hard to learn.  

 

LeadPages http://www.leadpages.net/products/ 

This option is fairly new.  LeadPages has many pre-formatted templates 
built into it and you can change text, font, colours.  As you make 
changes, you can see what you are going to get on the actual 
webpage.  You can click on each element of the page and edit using the 
options.  The styling options are limited and you can’t drag and drop 
elements around the page.  However, it’s fast and looks good.    

You don’t need to have WordPress to publish your pages.  Sometimes, 
you have to install WordPress for one page so that you can use 
OptimizePress (without conflicting with your existing theme).  So it is 
must faster to use LeadPages.  No tech skills required!  

  
  

Affiliate Software  

 

WP Affiliate Platform http://www.tipsandtricks-hq.com  

It's an easy to set up and use WordPress plugin.  WP Affiliate Platform is 
great if you are new to affiliate marketing and you don’t already use a tool 
that includes affiliate management.  This paid plugin allows you to have 
partners sign up as affiliates, generate unique links, track click, sales and 
commissions, and manage the program.  One of the things I like best it is 
how it integrates with AWeber.   

  
  

http://www.optimizepress.com/
http://www.leadpages.net/products/
http://www.tipsandtricks-hq.com/wordpress-affiliate-platform-plugin-simple-affiliate-program-for-wordpress-blogsite-1474
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Premium Web Cart http://www.premiumwebcart.com/  

If you already use Premium Web Cart as your shopping cart, I 
recommend using this tool for your affiliate program.   

    

Office AutoPilot http://officeautopilot.com  

Office AutoPilot is an all-in-one solution, and I am a big fan of their 
affiliate management.  It's simple to get started, set up multiple affiliate 
programs (if you have different products) and communicate with your 
affiliates.  Since you would be using Office AutoPilot for your email 
marketing, you can include the unique link in email messages so your 
affiliates have it there with your message.   
  

  

Shopping Cart  
 

PayPal https://www.paypal.com/  

PayPal is a simple way to set up payment buttons and links.  I use it most 
for the buy now and subscription or installment options.  Your customers 
don’t need to have an account with PayPal to purchase your products or 
services.  It's free to use, but PayPal charges you a percentage of each 
transaction.   

 

WP eStore  http://www.tipsandtricks-hq.com 

This is a paid WordPress plugin that allows you to sell digital products on 
your site.  You can easily create Add to Cart, Buy Now and Subscription 
buttons.  

Once it is set up, the process of purchase, payment and delivery works 
on auto-pilot.  Your customers can pay using a credit card or PayPal.  It 
integrates with AWeber so your customers can get added onto your email 
list automatically.  It also integrates with the Affiliate Platform and 
Amazon S3.   

  
  

http://www.premiumwebcart.com/
http://officeautopilot.com/
https://www.paypal.com/
http://www.tipsandtricks-hq.com/wordpress-estore-plugin-complete-solution-to-sell-digital-products-from-your-wordpress-blog-securely-1059
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Premium Web Cart and Office AutoPilot (see above links)   
  

  

Graphics 
 

99 Designs http://99designs.ca/  

99Design is very unique in that you actually have multiple designers 
competing to win your bid.  You describe your project, see submissions, 
provide feedback, pick the winning design and they transfer the payment 
to that designer.  

  

KillerCovers.com http://killercovers.com/ecover-design/cover-shapes  

This is a great option if you would like to represent your offering with an 
image.  You can choose from a hardcover book, paperback, report, box, 
CD, DVD, notebooks and more.   

  

PicMonkey.com http://www.picmonkey.com/  

PicMonkey is a free online photo editor.  No need to learn software such 
as Photoshop.   PicMonkey allows you to easily take a stock image and 
put some text over it as well as many cool effects.  Great for quickly 
creating images for blog posts and social media. 

  

  
  

 
  

  

  

  

http://99designs.ca/
http://killercovers.com/ecover-design/cover-shapes
http://www.picmonkey.com/
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Need help putting any of these tools to work?   

Get support!  If you want to get focused and have a clear direction so you can 
create results in launching your idea and growing your business, we can do it 
together. 

Get individual attention on all your marketing efforts, systems to streamline 
your business, build your list, brainstorming your offerings, and much more.  I 
will show you how to pull everything together.   

You don’t have to do it alone.  Let’s chat and figure out your next steps.   

Schedule a time with me here. 

  

About Emily  

Emily Kristofferson is an experienced online entrepreneur 
and marketing consultant. She has helped her clients 
launch online, grow their businesses to five figures a 
month, and make the switch from hobby to profitable 
business. 

Emily is known for her calm nature and her ability to un-complicate the world of 
marketing and business. She’s great at cutting through the overwhelm + giving 
you the confidence to build the business you deserve.   

Launching is how you get from here to wherever you want to be.    

 

Connect Online 
 

        

    

Email: info@emilykristofferson.com 

https://www.timetrade.com/book/KXF72
mailto:info@emilykristofferson.com
http://www.facebook.com/emilykcommunity
http://twitter.com/EmilyKVA
http://pinterest.com/emilykloves/

