
Contact Us.
For more information or to begin 
investing with an Equity Trust 
self-directed account, contact:

888-382-4727 
www.TrustETC.com 
help@TrustETC.com

Equity Trust is at the forefront of the self-directed investing 
industry, specializing in the custody of alternative assets 
in self-directed IRAs, Coverdell Education Accounts, Health 
Savings Accounts and qualified business retirement plans. 
Equity Trust provides services to more than 130,000 individuals 
and businesses nationwide with $12 billion in assets under 
custody. Since 1974, the company and its affiliates have helped 
investors make tax-deferred and tax-free profits through 
education, innovation, and a commitment to understanding 
individual needs.

After the Investment is Complete...

Rollovers/Transfers Quickstart Guide

Rollovers/Transfers with a Self-Directed Account
You can invest in almost anything with a truly self-directed IRA. Equity Trust allows you to take advantage 
of the wealth-creating benefits of self-directed IRAs (tax-free profits and large tax deductions) by 
investing in what you know. Since 1974, Equity Trust and our affiliate companies have helped our 
clients understand and use the powerful advantages of self-directed accounts by delivering education, 
innovation and a strong commitment to individual needs.

How it Works:
1.  Open an IRA

• Complete application

2. Complete Rollover/Transfer Forms

• Complete Equity Trust transfer form if transferring from another financial institution

• Complete rollover form if coming from a previous employer (form provided by employer)

• Sign documentation

3. Include Other Documentation if Transferring

• Current account statement

4.  All Forms Signed and Delivered to Transferring Custodian or Previous Employer 

5. Funding Sent to Equity Trust



Rollovers/Transfers FAQs

Q:  What is the difference between a transfer 
and a rollover?

A:   A rollover involves moving funds from a 
qualified plan, usually a 401(k), to an Equity 
Trust IRA. A transfer involves moving funds 
from another IRA custodian to an Equity Trust 
IRA.

Q:  How long does it take to set up the 
account?

A:  It takes us three (3) business days to set 
up your account once we receive your 
application. Rollovers and transfers from 
other IRA custodians to Equity Trust on 
average take two to four weeks. Normal 
processing on our investments is also three 
(3) business days once we receive your 
investment paperwork.

Q: What documentation is needed to 
process my application? 

A:     Equity Trust requires a copy of your driver’s 
license and current account statement. In 
addition, you must complete a rollover form 
(provided by current plan administrator) or 
transfer form.

Q:  Is it possible to rollover/transfer funds 
to a Roth IRA?

A:  Yes, you can convert to a Roth IRA, if you 
qualify.  A rollover can go into Roth as a 
conversion rollover but must be properly 
reported from both parties transferring 
funds. A transfer must go into a like-kind 
account and then be transferred.

Q:  What are your fees? 

A:  We charge a $50 one-time set up fee per 
account, along with an all-inclusive annual 
fee. The minimum annual fee would be $195 
for an account value below $15,000. There are 
no transfer fees for self-directed investments.
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