


PR A ISE F OR DEF YING ISIS

Johnnie Moore has courageously focused on one of the most alarm-
ing and heartrending crises of our time. He bears witness to the war 
against Christianity which is being waged with horrific brutality 
by an evil opponent. Everyone should read this and demand their 
government stand up against barbarism.
—Newt Gingrich
Former Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives

This is an important book written by a competent voice at a critical 
time. Johnnie Moore has become one of the world’s leading spokes-
persons for Christians in the Middle East. When most of the world 
didn’t know about our plight—much less care—he raised his voice. 
Johnnie has shown in action that we are family with the suffering 
church. He has come with us in our suffering and pain. Even more 
than that, he came to our rescue. I hope millions read this book, 
and care enough to act. 
—The Reverend Canon Dr . Andrew White
Chaplain, St. George’s Anglican Church
Baghdad, Iraq
www.frrme.org

In the summer of 2014, ISIS terrorists stormed into Iraq’s ancient 
Christian center and unleashed a genocidal jihad that exiled or 
killed every Christian man, woman, and child and laid waste to 
some of Christianity’s earliest churches. Half a world away, Johnnie 
Moore got on a plane and rushed to the region to help. In this book, 
he relates the stories of the survivors he met—firsthand accounts 
that give vivid testimony to a powerful Christian love that prevails 
against satanic violence straight off a Hieronymus Bosch canvass 
of hell. This primer also draws links between Christian martyrs 
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of today’s Middle East and those of first century Rome, and ends 
with a warning to a complacent West. Every Christian in America 
should read it, and then help the persecuted. 
—Nina Shea 
Director of Hudson Institute’s Center for Religious Freedom

Johnnie Moore has been consistently sounding the alarm and seek-
ing to awaken the church in the West to the existential threat that 
ISIS poses to Christians in the Middle East and beyond. His timely 
book underscores the urgency of confronting this evil.
—Rep. Frank Wolf
Distinguished Senior Fellow
21st Century Wilberforce Initiative

I thank God for Johnnie Moore and for this important book. If 
Christians do not wake up to this demonic evil and take action 
against it, God will hold us accountable. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
said, “Silence in the face of evil is itself evil. Not to speak is to 
speak. Not to act is to act.” 
—Eric Metaxas 
NEW YORK TIMES Bestselling Author of MIR ACLES and BONHOEFFER

This is possibly the most important book of the year. It is not just 
timely and relevant—the subject makes that so—it is heartbreak-
ing and spirit-inspiring. Written with journalistic passion, historical 
nuance, and Christian conviction, Moore’s book doesn’t need to 
elevate these modern martyrs to sainthood, he merely shines a light 
on the reality of their plight. In doing so, you realize they are the 
most tangible, gripping examples of the Gospel of Christ’s love in 
our day.
—David Drury 
Chief of Staff
The Wesleyan Church
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“The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.”

— ROM A NS 16: 20
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Just as this book was going to press, the publisher graciously 
allowed me to add this preface. The unrelenting stream 
of ISIS news compelled me to say more. The Middle East 

today is bursting with jihadists. They are not confined to one 
country, one locality, or even one organization. They can be 
found anywhere.

Even in the weary newsrooms that have reported one be-
heading after another, a new low was reached on Sunday, 
February 15, 2015, when ISIS warriors released a well-produced 
video, complete with Hollywood-style camera angles. On the 
shores of the Mediterranean, apparently near Tripoli, Libya, 
twenty-one Egyptian Coptic Christians were beheaded for their 
faith alone. It claimed to be prepared as “a message signed with 
blood to the nation of the cross.” It wasn’t just a message for the 
Middle East, it was a message sent to all Christians everywhere.
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The faces of the men looked like anyone you’d see at your 
local coffee shop. They were young, rugged, some even hand-
some, with shocks of black wavy hair and olive skin tanned 
deeper by the sun. They were brothers, husbands, fathers from 
tight-knit families. They were sons. They had  taken jobs in 
Libya to provide for their families back in Egypt. 

They should still be alive, but they aren’t. Their blood has 
polluted the Mediterranean and their twenty-one severed heads 
have been thrown to the wayside. 

Then there was Kayla, a prep school graduate who logged 
hours of volunteer work in her hometown of Prescott, Arizona. 
Kayla had a quick laugh, a huge heart, and a focus on the 
world. She graduated college with a political science degree 
in 2009. As classmates polished their resumes, she packed her 
bags. Graduates her age looked for a way to start their career. 
Kayla started hers spending most of the next two years in India 
and Israel, volunteering in hope of relieving the suffering of 
other people. When she did return home, she went to work at 
an AIDS clinic and an area women’s shelter.

After a year at home, Kayla spent another year in France to 
learn the language. Then, Kayla saw an opportunity to go to 
Turkey to ease the suffering of refugees from the surrounding 
war-ravaged region. Like any twenty-something, Kayla skyped 
with her boyfriend. She wrote letters to family and friends. She 
laughed and posed for pictures. She seized every opportunity to 
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help. That’s what led Kayla to Syria on August 3, 2013, to see 
how she could assist Doctors Without Borders. The next day, 
extremists kidnapped her.

For the next eighteen months, Kayla’s family received occa-
sional communication that she was alive. Then, on February 
10, 2015, Kayla’s grieving family released a statement confirm-
ing their daughter had been executed. In the last letter they 
received, Kayla wrote, “I remember Mom always telling me 
that all in all, in the end, the only one you really have is God. I 
have come to a place in experience where, in every sense of the 
word, I have surrendered myself to our Creator because literally 
there was no one else.”

It is with Kayla’s concluding words that I start this book:
“I have a lot of fight left inside of me. I am not breaking 

down and I will not give in no matter how long it takes. . . . Do 
not fear for me, continue to pray, as will I, and by God’s will, 
we will be together soon.”
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The dictionary defines martyr as “a person who is killed 
because of their religious or other beliefs.” In the six-
teenth century, a Christian “book of martyrs” was 

famously compiled by John Foxe to insure that subsequent gen-
erations of Christians would never forget the tragic stories of 
those who had given life and limb for the cause of Christ. Foxe 
begins his classic with these words:

“(The) Church has endured and held its testimony of Christ 
through every attack brought against it. Its passage through the 
storms caused by violent anger and hate has been glorious to 
see, and much of its history is written in this book so that the 
wonderful works of God might be to Christ’s glory and that the 
knowledge of the experiences of the Church’s martyrs might 
have a beneficial effect upon its readers and strengthen their 
Christian faith.”1
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Foxe’s book has been passed down through generations of 
Christians. Millions have read and told its stories, and told them 
as legends from a bygone era. We have celebrated their faith 
and heroism, and thanked God that we didn’t live in an era 
where our faith might cause us to be thrown to lions, crucified, 
beheaded, sold as slaves, impaled on stakes, or buried alive. 

Yet, as a shame to our modern world, this barbarism per-
sists; history is replaying itself in places like Iraq and in Syria, 
and we’re witnessing a new Foxe’s Book of Martyrs being written 
every single day at the hands of terrorists who intend on giving 
both Christians, and everyone else, one option: convert or die.

This is not an imagined or exaggerated crisis, but a very 
real one.

It’s apparent in the news headlines. It’s present in our night-
mares, in the unexpected questions of our children, and in the 
franticness with which the most powerful leaders in the world 
are scrambling to address the guerilla nature of a jihadist war 
that waxes on at the hands of a stateless enemy—whose psycho-
pathic supporters exist in New York, Paris, and Toronto, as they 
do in Al-Raqqa and Mosul. 

The threat facing us is the threat of a thousand kinds of 
Nazis spread throughout the entire globe without a single vein 
of conscience restraining their evil. The terror of it all is that 
these arbiters of hate aren’t confined to a Third Reich. They 
are dispersed in every corner of the world, quietly “sleeping” in 

00-01_DefyingISIS.indd   18 2/27/15   3:21 PM



I N T R O D U C T I O N

xix

@42

their cells, awaiting the order or opportunity to shed innocent 
blood to strike terror in us all.

Every drop of innocent blood prompts their celebration to 
the world’s horror, and every ounce of fear fuels their unbridled 
evil.

Perhaps at the hands of the strong and good in our world 
these terrorists will eventually realize—as previous generations 
of terrorists have—that “love is . . . more powerful than death.”²

But, between now and then, their hate will rage wildly 
across the globe, particularly targeting Christians.

They will not win their fight to eradicate the world of 
Christianity, nor will they win their war with the West, but they 
might very well win their fight to eradicate the Middle East of it. 
Through it all have arisen stories of men, women, and children 
who have given everything for their faith, even their lives, and 
stories of those who when facing inevitable death lifted their eyes 
to their God in hope that good will eventually triumph over this 
evil. The terror they endured jarring the world from its lethargy.

Here I will tell some of their stories so that the world will 
have the opportunity to remember those who stared down the 
hell of ISIS with the love of Jesus. I’ll also attempt to guide us 
as to what we can do to combat this threat across the world and 
in our own backyard. 

I’ve written these words because I’ve learned to love this 
browbeaten part of the world with the deepest part of me, 
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and I’ve found endless hope in its beautiful people—Muslim, 
Christian, Yazidi, Mandean, Turkmen, and Kakai—whose 
lives have been swept up in conflicts they didn’t choose and 
wars they couldn’t stop.  

I once didn’t know their stories, and was embarrassingly 
uneducated on all that Christians, in particular, have con-
tributed to a region of the world that I thought was entirely 
Islamic. Thankfully, I was educated by Muslim friends in the 
Middle East on all that their Christian neighbors have done in 
the region for two thousand years. All of that contribution now 
threatened by people who manipulate religion as a means to 
behead journalists, sell children as sex slaves, burn prisoners of 
war alive, throw people off buildings, and leave no debauchery 
to imagination in their attempt to forcibly convert—or kill—
anyone that stands in their way.  

The stories of those who have defied them with courage 
and faith will inspire us, and they will shame us for doing so 
little, so late, in this time of such great need. 

They will also warn us to awaken to this threat slithering 
its way through the dark corners of our broken world, for the 
ambition of these maniacs is to do here what they’ve done there.  

They aim to make the West the killing fields that they have 
made the Middle East, and to ensure that no one who disbe-
lieves in their perverted ideology will have the opportunity to 
preach their own. 
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Their faith is not an Islamic one, but a satanic one. 
The threat of ISIS is a threat to the livelihood of every sen-

sible person on the planet, and in its crosshairs is the faith of 
the world’s two billion Christians and nearly all of its Muslims, 
Jews, Hindus, and Buddhists.

If they have their way, you won’t live another day.
There’s nothing in the world truer than that.
That’s why you should read this book.
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