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FIVE

forKs iN tHe road
How to decide when both paths look good

Emily had three job offers sitting on her desk. 
She was lucky to have anything at all in the economy she 
was living in, and now she not only had one opportunity 
but three of them. She knew she should feel blessed to be 
in such a wonderful situation, but in reality she just wished 
she only had one option. That would have made the deci-
sion simpler, but now she was facing a huge dilemma that 
would affect the next phase of her life—maybe the rest of 
her life. And she had no idea how to decide.

What would I tell Emily? I would tell her to think 
clearly about each. Look at how each might contribute 
to her spiritual, financial, emotional, physical, vocational, 
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and relational well-being and then just pick one. Simple 
enough, right? But the simple act of choosing when the 
choice is one that may affect the rest of your life becomes 
anything but simple. We fear making a mistake, making a 
“bad” decision, as if one of the options God has presented 
to us is actually a trick and some kind of metaphysical 
buzzer will go off if we pick that one.

God doesn’t do trick questions.
The options before you may really and truly be equal, 

and you really and truly have the power to choose. You 
also don’t have to worry about making the wrong deci-
sion and thus flicking a domino that will relegate the rest 
of your life to a consecutive series of other failures. Emily 
should just make a decision, and then make it a good 
decision by how she handles it.

If it all looks the same on paper, then you’re free to 
just decide based upon any basis you like (maybe one city 
is cooler than the others or one has a better mall or is 
near the beach or the mountains). Just decide. You can 
even put the names of each job in a hat and draw one, 
and unless God drops a brick out of the sky on your head, 
then you’ll be making a good decision.

Why?
Because God gives us a free will; not to make His 

will subject to ours, but to give us the joy of navigating 
through life like an adventure, and so that we might know 
the joy of choosing good things, like to love. We have the 
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chance to choose a goal and set out after it without being 
afraid that the path we choose is the wrong one.

God’s will cannot be destroyed by any choice we 
make. It is not so fragile that one misstep on our part 
will shatter it. It is stronger than our mistakes; in fact, 
it can even use our mistakes to further its ends. Our 
mistakes are not wasted, thrown into the metaphysical 
garbage pail. They become our lessons, the foundation 
of our future choices. They become the ways we relate to 
others, because God in his wisdom even allows different 
people to go through the same struggles so that we can 
help those that come after us. As a popular worship song 
says, “nothing is wasted.” So we can make our choices 
without fear. We can move forward knowing that noth-
ing we do can take us outside of God’s will.

CHoiCes, CHoiCes, CHoiCes

The Bible is absolutely full of people making choices. 
God gives the Israelites choices to make about what 
they would believe or how they would participate in 
his plan to get them to the promised land. As a result, 
they make good decisions and they make bad ones. In 
Deuteronomy 1, for instance, they decide not to trust 
God as he is leading them into the promised land, and 
as a result that entire generation died wandering around 
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the desert waiting for another generation to raise up 
with the faith to follow God’s will over their own. In 
Deuteronomy 2 and 3 they begin to make better choices 
and are rewarded for it by the possession of parts of the 
land that God had promised them. Before that, God gave 
Moses the choice whether he would stand up to Pharaoh 
or whether he would stay a vagabond in the desert (see 
Exodus 3-4), and before that, God gave Abraham a 
choice as to whether he would be willing to sacrifice his 
son, Isaac, or not (see Genesis 22).

Actually, you could read the entire Bible from cover 
to cover and discover in nearly every story a moment 
of consequential decision. In God’s sovereign plan, he’s 
often leading us to points of decision, and we often have 
an expectation of divine intervention in the most impor-
tant decisions in our lives. But, more often than not, God 
chooses not to intervene. He forces us to decide.

This is actually part of what makes the Christian 
concept of God so unique, especially when compared to 
the common, pagan ideas of God in the first century. As 
Christians, we believe that every human being is made 
in the image of God. This theology dignifies humanity. 
While we are subject to God, we also have the image of 
God inside of us, and having that glimpse of God in us 
is a way that God honors us as human beings. God took 
great pride, at least in a small way, in making us like 
himself.
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The prevailing, pagan idea of the relationship between 
man and god in the first century didn’t contain this dig-
nifying idea. Man was chiefly considered subject to the 
gods, and man didn’t have the ability to assert himself in 
any form. He had no dignity, no rights, and no personal 
communication with the gods. His will was always forci-
bly subject to the gods’ will, but in Christianity we believe 
that the very fact that we have a will is representative of 
the image of God in us.

God has given us the gift of freedom to make our 
own decisions, and when we reject that freedom, it is an 
insult to the Creator who gave us this incredible privi-
lege. It honors God for us to invite him into our decision 
making by seeking the wisdom of Scripture or praying 
about different components of those decisions, but too 
often we’re not going to God for advice, but rather with 
the expectation that he will decide for us. When we do 
this, it’s not only a lazy thing to do; it’s a dishonor to 
the one who so carefully designed you so that you would 
have everything you need for life (see 2 Peter 1:3). It is 
not only God’s expectation that we would use what he’s 
given us to make decisions about life, but it is a way of 
giving him glory.

It’s like when a mentor watches his protégé do 
something well. That makes the mentor proud that his 
investment was treated responsibly and he is honored 
when he watches the one he taught apply what he had 
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learned. The same thing is true of our relationship with 
God. On the contrary, if that mentor’s protégé ignored 
all his mentor had taught him and insisted on asking the 
mentor to do it for him, then that would be dishonor-
ing. The same is true of God and man. God has given us 
the capacity to choose. He has given us the gift of being 
able to make our own choices, and when we refuse we are 
treating his gift with disregard.

HoW to CHoose

God is especially honored when we consult his guide-
book—the Bible—for the wisdom we need to make 
those decisions. The Bible is filled with practical advice 
for everyday life and with stories of people who were 
struggling through almost every emotion, challenge, or 
situation that you can imagine. The Bible has a lot to say 
about a lot of things, but you know, as I do, that the Bible 
doesn’t cover everything you could face in your life.

It’s like a student, Ethan, who once said to me, “I 
know the Bible tells me I shouldn’t sleep around or 
murder someone, but the Bible isn’t going to help me 
decide whether to live in California or South Carolina 
or to work for Boeing or Lockheed Martin. So when you 
tell me to look into God’s Word for wisdom, I’m kind of 
stuck.”
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I gave Ethan two verses that I believe are the most 
important verses in the Bible when it comes to these types 
of decisions—and by “decisions” I mean the ambiguous 
ones, whether you are deciding on where you’re going to 
live or work or whether you’re going to do something that 
may or may not be the moral thing to do. These two verses 
are your guides. The first deals mainly with amoral deci-
sions and the second with moral considerations, but they 
each can also apply to either. I believe you should write 
these verses down or plug them into your smartphone 
and carry them with you everywhere you go. They can 
be your guide through many of life’s greatest and most 
difficult decisions.

Here they are:

The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord estab-
lishes his steps.” (Prov. 16:9 esv)

All things are lawful for me, but not all things are 
helpful. (1 Cor. 6:12 nkjv)

From a moralistic perspective, Paul says in 1 Corinthians 
6:12 that just because something is okay to do, it doesn’t 
mean that it’s the right thing to do. He writes, “‘All things 
are lawful for me,’ but not all things are helpful” (esv). Or, as 
is commonly said by our grandmothers, “Just because you 
can, doesn’t mean you should.” Paul encourages believers 
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to ask themselves whether it would be helpful to do certain 
things. (In chapter ten of 1 Corinthians Paul makes this 
point again, and the word helpful is replaced by two words: 
beneficial and constructive.)

When Paul wrote this he was speaking to a brew-
ing controversy in the early church related to whether 
Christians could eat leftover meat that was sacrificed to 
pagan gods (see 2 Corinthians 8). Paul takes the posi-
tion of 1 Corinthians 6:12 on the issue. He says “It’s not 
an issue of whether it’s right or wrong; it’s an issue of 
whether it’s helpful for you, and for your community, in 
your individual situation.” In so many circumstances in 
my life, I’ve thought of this verse when I was deciding 
whether to do something. I don’t ask myself whether 
something that seems amoral is “right or wrong,” but 
whether it would be “helpful” if I did it. Then I err on the 
side of caution.

In Proverbs 16:9 Solomon cuts the balance between 
the decisions of man and the will of God. Solomon would 
have told Emily to just make a choice between any of the 
three job offers and rest assured that God would work 
with her plans to “establish” her steps. This is what God 
does. He doesn’t lord over us like the pagan concept of 
God, but comes alongside us, as he originally did with 
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

The Christian God is a God who desires a relation-
ship with His people. He is not a God who takes pride in 
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subjecting his people to his wrath, power, and judgment. 
This is why Jesus said, “This is eternal life: that they may 
know you, the only true God” (John 17:3 niv). Eternal life 
isn’t just about spending eternity in Heaven; it’s about liv-
ing in a right and enjoyable relationship with God right 
now. God’s primary concern isn’t our walking in step 
with his list of rules and regulations, but in our enjoy-
ment of the life he created us to live. Not to endure life, 
but to really live, and to enjoy it.

When we make decisions on our own based upon the 
advice God has left us in his word and that he gives us 
through prayer, then we make God smile. We make Him 
proud. We demonstrate that we appreciate the capacity 
he has given us and that we haven’t taken for granted the 
wisdom that he has made available to us.

tHe Way of Wisdom versus tHe Way of revelatioN

Dr. Garry Friesen, in his exceptional book Decision 
Making and the Will of God, argues that there have been 
two predominant approaches to the will of God in church 
history. The first approach, which he calls the “way of 
wisdom,” has been the predominant view in church his-
tory for hundreds upon hundreds of years. The second 
approach, which I call “the way of revelation,” is a rather 
recent development, and while it is the most prominent 
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view of our time it hasn’t been the most prominent view 
of all time.

The “way of wisdom” is encapsulated in much of 
what I’ve been writing in this book. It’s a view of the will 
of God that infers that man has great autonomy in his 
decision making; that there isn’t a bull’s-eye to hit, but 
a lifestyle to live. It leaves the opportunity to take one of 
many forks in the road, and infers that man is responsible 
for taking the wisdom God has given him, and revealed 
in his Word, and applying it to all kinds of life situations.

The “way of revelation,” on the other hand, involves 
the supernaturalizing of every step of decision making, 
and the inferred pressure to hit the bull’s-eye, lest you 
“miss the will of God for your life.” It is “waiting till God 
starts you” instead of “going till he stops you.”

I think the “way of wisdom” is a more biblical approach, 
and have included an entire appendix in this book to fur-
ther summarize Dr. Friesen’s argument. For now, let’s 
assume you agree with me and, if so, I think you’ll appreci-
ate these four guidelines given to us by Dr. Friesen to help 
us follow the “way of wisdom” in the difficult decisions of 
our life. They are:

1. Where God commands, we must obey.
2. Where there is no command, God gives us freedom.
3. Where this is no command, God gives us wisdom.
4. When we have chosen what is moral and wise, 
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we must trust the sovereign God to work all the 
details together for good.1

We have to first accept that God’s commands are 
binding on us as his children. They require our obedi-
ence, and we do so because they are right but also out 
of our love and affection for the God who gave them to 
us. This is the foundation for any reliance on his will for 
our lives. But occasionally we face a situation where there 
is no specific command to obey, and, to the relief of all 
those suffering from “decision paralysis,” God gives us 
freedom to choose and to act.

The freedom God gives to us is predicated on the fact 
that we are already following him, seeking to know his 
character, and trying to understand his ways, but beyond 
this, we have the ability to choose whatever we think is 
best. God does not give us trick questions or lead us to 
a dead-end fork in the road. Rather, God will give us the 
wisdom to make a decision, and he give us the freedom 
to choose our path. This wisdom might take the form 
of a greater understanding of our own passions and per-
sonality. It might come on the other side of an honest 
conversation about what will truly make us happy, or it 
might come from an objective analysis of where each path 
will ultimately lead us. In all circumstances, God’s prom-
ises serve as our safety net for he has already said that he 
“works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
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called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28 niv)—which 
even includes those decisions which, in the end, prove to 
have been misguided or less-than-ideal.

You’re not going to be able to avoid making difficult 
decisions in your life.

Life is full of choices—thousands of them—and every 
single one of them has consequences. God designed it 
this way.

There’s no use in fighting against it.
Rather, you must learn to manage these difficult – 

and inevitable decisions.
We really get ourselves in trouble when we decide to 

not to decide and delay the inevitable indefinitely, forc-
ing ourselves to live in the in-between of life. We also get 
ourselves into trouble when we fail to realize that every 
decision we make has consequences, good ones and bad 
ones, and we fail to discipline ourselves to consider what 
could come from the decisions we make.

Too many people I know are living their lives crip-
pled by indecision. This is a horrible way to live; it robs 
God of the glory he deserves for making you as He has. 
Sometimes you just have to make a choice, and then make 
it a good one.

God doesn’t dislike it when you take this leadership 
of your own life. Rather, it makes him smile that you’re 
using the freedom and wisdom he’s worked so hard to 
make available to you.
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He loves to see us taking what he’s given us and doing 
something good with it, and when you face the forks in 
life’s roads, rest assured you’re not going to destroy your 
life with one decision.

You can’t “miss the will of God”.
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