The Coaches Box: Notes from The Editor
On behalf of Managing Editor Rodney Johnson, I would like to welcome everyone
to the re-launch of our popular Flame Delhi Chapter newsletter, “The Hot Corner”.
Published in print form from 1992—2001, THC was born right around the same
time as the Arizona Fall League, a year before the Arizona Rookie League and
was an established must read for local baseball news long before the Arizona
Diamondbacks first took the field.
Today, with social media andww websites delivering information in a much more
timely manner, it makes sense The Hot Corner be distributed in a digital format. As
such, the new THC will be delivered, still four times a year, on our site and will also
be available in .pdf as a Microsoft Word document.
Members will still recognize popular features such as notifications of upcoming
chapter events, meeting and event recaps, book reviews, editorials letters and
comments from members and most importantly, feature articles. There will even
be a “Best of THC” section in which Rodney will bring back to life some of the best
feature stories from the original series.
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Keep in mind this is a member publication. The success of THC is dependent on
contributions from you. Each of us comes from different backgrounds, but as SABR
members have one thing in common, an undying love for our National Pastime. We
each have had unique experiences; whether reading a particular book, meeting a
player at a restaurant, maybe a playing or coaching experience. The sharing of
these experiences is part of what SABR is all about, and THC is a vehicle where
those stories can come to life.
So, please, put your story to words. Rodney, myself as Content Editor, and our web
designer and publisher Migdalia Johnson will do everything we can to turn your
personal stories and ideas into a finished product everyone will enjoy and share.
Thank-you,
Chuck Johnson
Content Editor
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A Ballpark Rat
Remembers His
Friend, Bob Welch
By Rodney Johnson
Bob Welch was a Cy Young winner,
a World Series hero, a 200 gamewinner and the pitching coach for a
world championship team. To those
who knew him, none of that mattered,
for he was much more. “He was a
person that whether you just met
him or knew him for many years, he
made you feel special,” remembered
Flame Delhi Chapter member Mort
Bloomberg.

2000 season.
Mort is like a ballpark rat. If you go
to any game, whether it is in spring
training, the Arizona Fall League or
any independent league that happens
to set up shop in the valley, you
are likely to run into Mort. He sells
programs; hawks merchandise and
tears tickets—anything to be a part of
the game. In 2000 he was in charge
of merchandise sales at Scottsdale
Stadium for the Vipers. “By midseason things were going bad with the
team and the league, so wholesale
changes were being made” recalls
Bloomberg. “Bob and I talked about
the troubles with the team and really
connected. Through Bob, I took on a
new role as director of player personal.
He said give me the players and I’ll do
the rest.”

For all of his accomplishments, it
was an unforgettable season on an
unforgettable team in an unforgettable
league that brought Bob Welch and
Mort Bloomberg together. It was he
start of a friendship that would last The Vipers had a few players with
15-years.
big-league experience; Dax Jones,
Lee Tinsley, Heath Haynes and Steve
Bob, a Scottsdale resident had been Ontiveros, but mostly they were a
out of baseball for several years and group of kids hanging on for one last
missed the game. He was devoted chance to chase a dream. “Bob took
to his children and didn’t want to be care of the players,” explained Mort.
away from them, so it was with mixed “He took them under his wing and
feelings he signed on to manage they became like sons to him in so
the start-up Valley Vipers of the many ways. He helped players out
independent Western League for the with meal-money and travel expenses
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out of his own pocket. His door was
always open. It was Bob’s way.” There
was one thing he couldn’t do however.
“Bob wouldn’t tell players when they
were released. That was my job,” said
Mort. “Maybe it was because he knew
that this was their last stop. In any
case, he just couldn’t bring himself to
do it so I was the hatchet man.”
The Vipers were 15-30 in the first half
of the Western League’s split season
format. The second half was much
better at 23-22, but still short of the
playoffs. Attendance was dismal as
the Vipers averaged less than 1,000
fans a game. It was by far the worst
turnstile count in the eight-team
circuit. But Welch stayed aboard the
sinking ship for the players.
“After home games Welchy would
pump some serious iron in the weight
room,” remembered Mort. “I would go
down there and ride the stationary
bike just to be with him. We would
chat about family, his kids and life—
just everyday conversation. He never
really liked to talk about himself or his
baseball career.”

ways. Welch became the pitching
coach for the Diamondbacks who
were destined to win the World Series
and Mort continued to be a ballpark
rat. “It was funny though—Bob was
always a phone call away,” lamented
Bloomberg. “He would invite me down
to the Diamondbacks clubhouse
and sometimes we just talked on
the phone. Next to my family…. his
passing has left a big hole.”
“Sometimes he would call out of the
blue and say ‘Whatcha doin’ Mort?
Want to come see me play hockey?”
laughed Mort. “He played on a
recreation league hockey team with
former A’s pitcher Curt Young. They
played over at Oceanside Arena on
Hayden Road. Even at 56, he played
hard. He never did anything at less
that full speed. After the games we
would go to Uncle Sal’s, one of his
favorite hangouts.”

On June 9, Welch died at his his
Seal Beach, CA home. The following
Saturday, at Grayhawk Golf Club in
Scottsdale, an all-star lineup turned
out to remember their teammate and
friend. Tony LaRussa, Mark McGwire,
Dave Stewart, Mike Scioscia, Dusty
The season ended and the Vipers Baker, Tommy Lasorda and Roland
folded, as did the league two years Hemond were among those present
later. Mort and Bob went their own to honor Welch. “Nobody cared for his
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teammates more than Bob,” LaRussa
said. They lined up one after another
to say their goodbyes, but they really
didn’t need words. “I’ve never seen
so many grown men crying,” reported
Bloomberg.

crowd, huddled in a small group were
Mort and about ten of the players and
staff from that Valley Vipers team of
some 15 years ago. For those in that
tiny group, that unforgettable season,
on an unforgettable team, in an
unforgettable league, really wasn’t so
As baseball’s elite remembered one unforgettable after all.
of their own, standing away from the

Bob Welch

November 3, 1956 - June 9, 2014
Los Angeles Dodgers, 1978-1987
Oakland Athletics, 1988-1994
All-Star: 1980, 1990
Cy Young Award, 1990 (27-6, 2.95)
MLB Totals: 211-146; 3.47 ERA; 1,969 SO
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Winning Games: Baseball’s New Moneyball
By Dr. Raymond J. Petras
Almost everyone is involved with baseball is aware of the term Moneyball.
In 2002, Oakland Athletics general manager Billy Beane assembled a
competitive baseball team, despite Oakland’s disadvantaged revenue, by
employing an analytical, evidence-based, sabermetrics. In 2011, Brad Pitt
starred in a film based on the book.
The Athletics rigorous statistical analysis demonstrated that on-base
percentage and slugging percentage are better indicators of offensive
success then stolen bases, runs batted in, speed, contact and batting
average. These observations often flew in the face of conventional baseball
wisdom and the beliefs of many baseball scouts and executives. They pitted
established traditionalists against the proponents of sabermetrics. Yet, these
statistics enabled the Oakland Athletics to compete successfully against
richer competitors.
The Athletics, with approximately US$41 million in salary, were competitive
with larger market teams such as the New York Yankees, who spent over
US$125 million in payroll that same season. This approach brought the A’s to
the playoffs in 2002 and 2003.
As other teams begin utilizing these strategies to evaluate offensive talent,
the competitive advantage diminishes. Teams, in order to compete financially,
will need to generate new ideas to stay competitive and win.

Other Moneyball Ideas
One idea is to look for other undervalued baseball skills such as defensive
capabilities. Another idea is to manage injuries better.

Winning
Why would you want your best players healthy and playing most of the time?
It’s to win. Playing for the love of the game is great, but winning games gets
you into the play-offs. Winning benefits the team, the players individually, the
management and the financial bottom line. If you win more games, you might
win the league championship and the World Series. Winning the Baseball
World Series is the dream of many and a goal attained by few.
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Winning also helps build and bind the community. It fosters fan and funding
support, attracts better athletes and enhances job security.

Poised To Win
Have you ever been in a situation where your team was poised to win a
championship or go to the play-offs and injuries to key players derailed your
chances?

Athlete On Crutches
One Thursday morning, Head Coach Vic Wallace, Lambuth University,
Jackson, Tennessee found himself in that position. If his team won its next two
games, they would participate in the national tournament. It would be a first
for the school. His All-American had injured his ankle and was on crutches.
Wallace and the team needed him. Unfortunately, the team orthopedic doctor
said he would not be able to play.

Amazing Recovery from Ankle Injury, National
Tournament
In an effort to help his team, Wallace tried something unconventional. He
contacted an injury management and sports performance specialist that he
had successfully worked with previously. The specialist, using a non-invasive,
drugless, without physical manipulation technique called PsychoNeuro Pain
Response™ (PNPR™), worked with the player for approximately 40 minutes
in Wallace’s office. After the session, he walked out of Wallace’s office
carrying his crutches. His pain was gone and his ankle strength and range
of motion were at 100%. He promptly sought out the trainer who cleared him
to participate, for light practice, that evening. He had a full practice Friday,
played the next day as well as the final game the following week. His fine play
helped the team to its first national tournament. Oh! By the way, his session
was conducted over the phone.

Three More Cases
Case 1-MLB Pitcher, Shoulder
During Arizona Cactus league spring training, a MLB pitcher was referred to
an injury management and sports performance specialist by his chiropractor.
He had been in therapy for a shoulder injury, for approximately six months.
His range of motion was severely limited and he was in a lot of pain. In one
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session, using only PNPR™, he was pain-free with full range of motion.

Case 2- Runner Hurts First Baseman-Multiple Injuries
On Wednesday, June 23, while receiving a throw from third, the batter
knocked the first baseman unconscious. The first baseman received a broken
wrist and a concussion with amnesia. He also cut his eyelid and brow both
requiring stitches. Two days after his accident, June 25, the first baseman
was taught PNPR™ to safely control his pain and speed his recovery. His
pain immediately decreased. On June 29, his third session, he reviewed and
practiced the PNPR™ techniques he had learned.
The next day, June 30, exactly one week after his injuries, the player saw his
orthopedic surgeon. When the surgeon read the X-ray of his broken wrist, he
asked if the injury was a year to one and a half years old. When told it was
one week old, he could not believe it. The following week, two weeks after
the wrist was broken, the orthopedic surgeon removed the player’s cast. He
mentioned that he had never removed a cast earlier than six weeks before.
“It was amazing,” he said.

Case 3-Pitcher and Outfielder: Wrist & Shoulder Injury
One Saturday, two players were preparing for their spring tour. Each had
shoulder injuries with a lot of accompanying pain. The pitcher also had a painful
wrist injury. Both were under the care of the team trainer. After a PNPR™
session, which lasted approximately one hour each, neither experienced any
pain. The trainer examined them and was both amazed and pleased. The
following Monday, the pitcher was strong, confident and able to do pushups and pitch without pain. At follow-up, four days after the initial Saturday
session, neither felt any pain. The sessions were conducted over the phone.
There are many compelling reasons to look into and introduce new, different
or complimentary health care approaches. A very important one, business
wise, is cost.

High Costs of Injuries
“Injuries are costly in terms of performance and the balance sheet,” stated
Joe Bohringer, Chicago Cubs, at a 2012 Baseball Industry Network meeting.
He predicted, “Injury management (in baseball) is going to be the next big
issue.”
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On May 2013, the Arizona Republic reported that the Yankees were spending
$23,041 per hour, the Dodgers $15,831 per hour and the AZ Diamondbacks
about $81,000 per day, for players on the disabled list (DL).
In another article, “Disabled List: Where Aches, Pains Don’t Come Cheap,”
the author reported that it cost baseball close to $500 million a year in
salaries paid to players on the disabled list and replacement-player salaries.
If averaged over, the past five seasons, the cost is $2.5 billion.
With these high numbers, there is a need and an opportunity to reduce
medical costs while maintaining performance levels.

Baseball’s Overhead Costs
Besides medical costs there is a lot of money spent on players’ salaries,
equipment, travel, lodging, videos, statistics, weights, consultants, stadiums,
gadgets, etc. Also, there are costs for spring training, summer and fall leagues,
coaches, scouts, management and so on.
All the gadgets, Moneyball statistics, consultants and superstitions will not
help win games if players are sidelined with injuries. Having all your players
healthy and playing most of the time, improves your chances to win games
and championships.
Injury management should be a high priority.

Injuries Inevitable-Healing Time Variable
Injuries are part of the game. They can be devastating to the player and to
the team. Sometimes horrific injuries heal quickly and the player returns to
the field ready to perform. Other times, seemingly minor injuries linger and
the player is in and out of the line-up or DL.
It is known that some individuals heal faster than others. It is also know
that there are a variety of factors that impede healing, like age, nutrition and
medications. Furthermore anti-inflammatory, cytotoxic, immunosuppressive,
and anticoagulant drugs all reduce healing rates by interrupting cell division
or the clotting process.
So, what can a team add to their bag of tricks to reduce injury down time?
Research has shown that there are safe techniques that consistently speed
up the healing process and reduce recovery time. Unfortunately, for a variety
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of reasons, these methods are under-utilized.

Fear
Fear is big factor in the under-utilization of different healthcare methods.
There is fear that a method might not work or even worse, further injure
a high salaried player. Many times new or even ageless methods are not
utilized just because they are different.

“Instead, 18 percent of patients were harmed by medical care
(some repeatedly) and over 63 percent of the injuries could
have been prevented. In nearly 2.5 percent of these cases,
the problems caused or contributed to a person’s death. In
another 3 percent, patients suffered from permanent injury,
while over 8 percent experienced life-threatening issues,
such as severe bleeding during surgery.”

Anecdotal

Surgery

Another reason for not using other health care methods is that many medical
personnel using conventional standard medicine (CSM) and training methods
feel that most complimentary alternative medicine (CAM) is not backed by
good double blind or solid scientific research. This is not the case. Research
reported by Dr. Larry Dossey shows that:

Surgery has its risks, too. Complications can arise from anesthesia,
medications, bleeding, blood clots, breathing difficulties, infections, injury
during surgery, paralysis from surgery, and poor results, like scarring,
numbness, swelling and bruising after surgery.

“Double-blind precautions were not sufficient to good
research: The outcome of an experiment mirrored the
beliefs and expectations of the lab workers...It appears that
double-blind studies can sometimes be steered in direction
that corresponds to the thoughts and attitudes of the
experimenters.”
In another of his books, Reinventing Medicine, Dr. Dossey quotes a study
entitled; “Where Is the Wisdom?” by Richard Smith. It was published in the
British Medical Journal and reported “only about 15 percent of (conventional)
medical interventions are supported by solid scientific evidence.”
Present day CSM is not without dangers.

Because of these drug side effects and the inherent dangers with surgery,
there is a need for a non-invasive, cost effective technique to eliminate or
reduce chronic pain with minimal to no side effects.

Effective Treatment Methods for Pain
Some treatment methods for chronic pain are effective, but complete, lasting,
elimination of pain is thought to be rarely, if ever, achieved. This, however,
is not the case. An unpublished doctoral dissertation seems to indicate that
there is a non-invasive, safe, effective method called, PsychoNeuro Pain
Response™ (PNPR™), with the ability to reduce and sometimes totally and
permanently eliminate chronic or acute pain.

Dangers of Conventional Standard Medicine

Each year new mind-body research, articles and books written by practitioners
of the healing arts, show that the mind is a powerful and underutilized resource.

Medication

Powerful Healing Utilizing the Mind and Body

In 1994, research studies reported that there were 106,000 drug related
hospital deaths and 2.2 million nonfatal adverse drug reactions. This was the
fourth-leading cause of death in the United States.
In 2011, it was reported in the New England Journal of Medicine, that despite
efforts to improve patient safety in the past few years, the health care system
has not changed much at all.
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In her book, “Molecules of Emotion: Why you feel the way you feel,” Dr.
Candace Pert, a respected researcher, states that:
“...the body and the mind are not separate, and we cannot
treat one without the other. My research has shown me that
the body can and must be healed through the mind, and the
mind can and must be healed through the body.
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Non-Invasive Injury Management
Is it possible to effectively manage injuries using non-invasive methods?
Yes, it is possible to use non-invasive methods to reduce medical costs,
anxiety and speed-up recovery time, all safely. There are many documented
cases and books written on healing through prayer, herbs, acupuncture,
hypnosis and more. Modern research is beginning to prove the benefits of
these ancient healing processes. An article published in Family Practice
News, March 1, 2000 reported that:
“A simple form of hypnosis reduced the average nonemergency procedure time by 17 minutes and the average cost
by $130 in a Harvard Medical School study...The extra minutes
spent on non-hypnotized patients were consumed with
addressing complications that arose from under-medicating
or over-medicating patients, or with delays prompted by
their calls for more drugs...The evidence of benefit was so
overwhelming that Harvard’s entire interventional radiology
team is undergoing training to incorporate hypnosis into
procedures that induce anxiety or pain...”

The Mind and Pain
The mind does play an important part in the perception of pain. Hall and
Stride found that by just having the word “pain” appear in a set of instructions,
subjects reported a level of electric shock, as painful. They did not report it as
painful when the word was absent from the instructions.
Some individuals have been able to substantially or even totally eliminate their
pain when the purpose of pain is explained to them. How is this possible?
Here are a few possible explanations:
“... the immune system could be conditioned at the
subconscious, or autonomic level. Howard Hall, 1990 at Case
Western Reserve, OH, showed that the immune system could
also be consciously controlled.”
“Health is not just a matter of thinking ‘happy thoughts.’
Sometimes the biggest impetus to healing can come from
jump-starting the immune system.”
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“Guided imagery was one of the modalities on which, to my
great surprise, I had found studies proving beyond a doubt
that it could influence recovery rates for patients with cancer.”
“Norman Cousins once told me that he had gotten over a
broken elbow, which he had suffered while playing tennis.
After his physician explained that poor blood supply to the
elbow was why injuries to this joint healed slowly, he got back
on the court in record time simply by focusing for twenty
minutes each day on increasing the blood flow through the
injured joint.”

Change is Difficult and Slow
German philosopher Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) offers a
perspective on scientific advances although he does not offer why people
resist these advances. He is reported to have said: “In the sciences (author’s
comment: this could be said for baseball, also)…if anyone advances
anything new…people resist with all their might; they speak of the new view
with contempt, as if it were not worth the trouble of even so much as an
investigation or a regard; and thus a new truth may wait a long time before it
can win its way.
It is unfortunate that allopathic medicine has for many years looked down on
such modalities as having questionable benefits. But as we can see in this
excerpt from “Molecules of Emotion” by Dr. Pert, change has been historically
difficult and slow.

Hard to Change
In the 1840’s A Hungarian doctor, Ignaz Semmelweis, was practicing in an
obstetrics ward in Vienna. He noticed that the impoverished women, who
were under the care of hospital midwives, were not nearly as susceptible
to fatal childbed fever as were the wealthier women, who were cared for by
doctors. He surmised that the discrepancy could be due to the fact that the
doctors were not washing their hands before examining the women. Since
the doctors were on a daily schedule that took them straight from the morgue,
where they did research, to the obstetrics ward, where they performed their
examinations, their hands were often still covered with the blood and germs
of the corpses when they saw the patients--but no one knew of the existence
of germs then. In fact, it was considered a status symbol to have your white
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coat decorated with gore, showing that you had been doing research and
therefore were worthy of much respect! As an experiment, Semmelweis tried
washing his hands before seeing patients, with the result that his patients
no longer contracted the dreaded fever. When he implored his colleagues to
do the same, they scoffed and laughed, paying no attention to his seemingly
outrageous idea. Finally, in 1862, in a desperate attempt to make his point,
he cut off one of his fingers and plunged his hand into the open belly of one
of the corpses, only to develop a fever and die within a few days--or so one
version of his untimely demise would have it.

What will it take?
Ladies and Gentlemen. Introducing your World Series Baseball Champions…

Still nothing changed. It wasn’t until the advent of germ theory, based on the
research of Louis Pasteur and the urgings of Joseph Lister, that finally, in the
1880’s, the reluctant doctors were forced to comply. As late as the 1950’s,
there were still some professors teaching medical students that syphilis could
be cured by giving patients the poison arsenic.

Wipe Away Any Pain With The Power of The Mind TV5
Report
“The power of the mind may be the medicine of tomorrow,” says the reporter
in a special KSTP-TV5 video (Minneapolis, MN). The clip reports on three
non-traditional techniques that doctors are using. They are safe, quick and
effective in reducing pain, managing injury and speeding healing. These
methods complement rather than compete with CSM and training methods.
A particular technique of interest is called PsychoNeuro Pain Response™
(PNPR™).
PNPR™ has been found to be effective on the sidelines during a sporting
event as well as in a medical facility and in emergency (ER) settings.

Dr. Raymond J. Petras

About the Author
Dr. Raymond J. Petras specializes in elite sports performance & injury/pain
management. He is an international lecturer, author, professor, researcher,
world cup team doctor and developer of the non-invasive injury management
method called PNPR™. His work encompasses most sports from young
amateur athletes, Olympic and professional, as well as the business and
medical communities. Dr. Petras is available for individual or team consultation.
He may be reached at 1.888.447.1429 or email: drpetras@reliefforyou.com.
More information is available on his website: www.reliefforyou.com, blog.
reliefforyou.com or YouTube.com (type relief4u2 in the search bar).

The Final Score
Winning, especially winning consistently, takes a lot of skill and effort. One
thing for sure, you will not win as many games if your players are out because
of injuries. There are safe, complimentary methods that help speed recovery,
reduce pain, improve functionality and reduce costs. What will it take for
management, coaches, teams, medical staff and athletes to seek them out
and use them? What will the final score be: Injuries-10 Championships-0?
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A Look Back: The
D-backs and the
Draft
By: Chuck Johnson
On March 9, 1995, after a twelve
month bidding war among several
metropolitan areas, an expansion
committee led by Phoenix Suns
CEO Jerry Colangelo was awarded a
franchise by Major League Baseball.
Scheduled
to
begin play in the
American League
along with a sister
franchise
located
in St. Petersburg,
Florida in 1998,
Colangelo almost
immediately began
what would turn
out to be a lengthy
quest to play in the
National
League.
Citing, among other
things a personal
disdain
for
the
American League style of play and
the nearby locales of established
National League West franchises for
rivalry reasons, MLB finally relented.
On January 16th, 1997, the collective
MLB owners officially awarded
Phoenix a National League franchise
which would begin play in 1998
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and would be known as the Arizona
Diamondbacks.
While the expansion draft which
would stock the major league roster
wouldn’t be held until after the 1997
season, MLB allowed each franchise
to begin drafting and developing their
minor league systems in 1996 by
participating in the Rule IV Amateur
draft.
The 1996 draft began on June 4th
and remains the only draft to last
100 rounds; this
was done to allow
the Diamondbacks
and Tampa Bay
Devil
Rays
the
opportunity to sign
as many players as
possible. With their
respective Rookie
League franchises
scheduled to begin
play at the end of
the month, enough
players needed to
be signed, sealed
and delivered in order to field a full
squad.
The expansion teams would select at
the bottom of the draft in the twentyninth and thirtieth spots, coming in
behind baseball’s two best teams
in 1995, the Atlanta Braves and

Cleveland Indians. The D-backs
were awarded the thirtieth and final
spot, and with their first ever selection
chose a left-handed pitcher from
Millikan High School in Long Beach,
CA, by the name of Nick Bierbrodt.
The D-backs would go on to select
sixty-two players in 1996, with ten
eventually playing in the major
leagues. Out of these ten, three chose
not to sign and either went to college
and were re-drafted later (Casey
Fossum, Jason Jennings) or signed
as a free agent after the one year
draft moratorium expired (Brandon
Duckworth). The remaining seven all
signed and began their professional
careers and made their major league
debuts with the Diamondbacks. They
are; Bierbrodt, Brad Penny, Eric
Knott, Rob Ryan, Jason Conti, Junior
Spivey and Erik Sabel.
The 1997 draft proved even less
fruitful, so the plan to stock the
system didn’t really play out. Of the
sixty players chosen in 1997, only
five would play in the majors, and
only one, Alex Cintron, would play for
the D-backs.
Overall, the D-backs’ history in the
first round has been pretty good. If you
discount the past four years because
of development reasons, eighteen
of their twenty-seven selections
have reached the major leagues.

This comes in as a success rate of
66%, which is a tick above the major
league historical first round average.
The success of players reaching
the majors with the D-backs is even
better, only three of the players who
eventually reached the majors did so
wearing another uniform; Jack Cust,
Sergio Santos and Mike Belfiore.
Overall, the D-backs success with
the draft is close to the historical
trend; they’ve selected 832 players
through 2010, with 105 eventually
playing at least one game in the
show for a 12.6% success rate. It’s
difficult from research standpoint
to discount players drafted multiple
times before signing or who were
drafted and subsequently signed as
a free agent. Historically over the
first forty-five years of the draft, 10.4
percent of drafted players reached
the major leagues, with an estimated
two percent margin of error.
The D-backs hope the trend continues
with their 2014 crop, led by seventeen
year old Miami high school product
Touki Toussaint. General Manager
Kevin Towers compared Toussaint to
Bob Gibson, which is a heavy price
tag to carry. D-backs fan living in
the Valley should be able to see for
themselves as Toussaint is expected
to begin his pro career pitching in the
Rookie League.
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San Diego Says
Goodbye To Baseball
Icon
By Rodney Johnson

Anthony Keith Gwynn Sr. (Tony)
May 9, 1960 - June 16, 2014
21

Major League spring training seasons
in Arizona’s Cactus League, died in
Poway, Calif. on June 16 after a long
struggle with salivary gland cancer.

Tributes and tears have flowed since
Tony Gwynn was the greatest player his death.
in San Diego Padres history. He
Gwynn’s use of spit tobacco during
played his entire 20-year career with
his 20-year career may have been
the Padres and amassed 3,141 hits in
directly related to the tumor that
2,440 games for a career .338 batting
developed in his salivary glands. This
average. After a .289 rookie season,
revelation had an immediate impact
he never hit below .300 again. Tony
on Diamondbacks closer Addison
won eight batting titles. Flame Delhi
Reed who played as a collegian for
Chapter Vice President Barry Bloom
Gwynn at San Diego State. Reed,
covered Gwynn in San Diego and
like many ballplayers, has been
authored his 1999 biography Tony
a frequent user of spit tobacco.
Gwynn: Mr. Padre. Bloom calls
Upon hearing of the death of his
Gwynn “Arguably the best Major
college coach, Reed dumped all his
League hitter of the latter part of the
remaining cans of chew and vowed
twentieth century.”
to give up the habit cold turkey, “I
To his community, Gwynn was much always thought Tony Gwynn was San
more than a great hitter. In a tribute Diego,” explained Reed. “He was Mr.
to Gwynn for MLB.com, Bloom writes, San Diego legend; nothing can ever
“Tony Gwynn may be the single most happen to him. I wake up and he’s no
important sports figure in history to longer with us. That just shows it can
a single community.” Before he was happen to anybody, and I just figured
a Padre, Gwynn was a star in both it was a good time to stop.”
baseball and basketball at San Diego
Tony Gwynn was 54.
State University. After his playing
career, he spent 12-years as the
baseball coach there.
Gwynn, who spent each of his 20
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Anthony Keith Gwynn Sr. (Tony)
May 9, 1960 - June 16, 2014
San Diego Padres, 1982-2001
Hall of Fame: 2007
All-Star: 1984-87, 1989-1999
NL Batting Champion: 1984, 1987-89, 1994-97
MLB Totals: 2440 Games; 3,141 Hits; .338 Batting Average.
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Member Spotlight: Jacob Pomrenke
By: Chuck Johnson
With this issue we are introducing a new feature called the “Member Spotlight.”
Going forward I will present a conversation a Chapter member in which they
talk about their passion and experiences with our great game. Kicking off
our spotlight is Jacob Pomrenke, the Web Master/Site manager for SABR.
Jacob has been busy of late putting the final touches on some of the events
and publications that will be part of SABR44 coming up later this month in
Houston. Unfortunately we weren’t able to align our schedules to sit and
talk for any length of time, but Jacob was gracious enough to answer my
questions through email, which was greatly appreciated.
CJ: Jacob, could you tell us where you are from, what sparked you
interest in the game, did you play organized ball as a kid/childhood
memories at the ballpark?
JP: I’m originally from Baltimore, so my first baseball memories are rooting
for Cal Ripken Jr. and Eddie Murray with my dad and grandfather (both big
baseball fans) at old Memorial Stadium, but I grew up in Georgia as a big
Braves fan and still am today. We moved to suburban Atlanta right before the
Braves got good in the early 1990s, so that was a fun time to grow up loving
baseball in the South. Baseball has been in my blood since before I can even
remember, whether it’s playing it, watching it, writing about it, reading about it,
you name it. My grandparents used to take me on some memorable baseball
roadtrips when I was a kid. By the time I was 8 or 9, I’d already visited a lot
of special places that many people only get to see once in a lifetime: the Hall
of Fame, Wrigley Field, Tiger Stadium, Fenway Park, etc. And I loved every
minute of it. ... I also played ball from the moment I could fit a glove on my
hand up through four years on the varsity in high school. But despite being
left-handed and breathing, I couldn’t throw hard enough to generate much
interest as a pitcher at the next level. I still play as much as I can — I played
amateur hardball in an over-30 league when I lived in San Diego and now I
play vintage base ball (by 1860s rules) in a league here in Phoenix, which is
a blast.
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CJ: Your SABR bio touches on your early career in the newspaper
business, could you talk about that and what if anything specific there
led you to your current position with SABR?
JP: Before I came to SABR, I spent 10 years working at newspapers in
Georgia and California. I was a sports reporter for a few years, covering
pretty much everything that can be covered at a small daily paper in Georgia
— from youth/community sports to high schools, colleges, and pros, but also
the outdoors beat, local auto racing, and anything else under the umbrella.
Then I moved over to the desk to become a full-time copy editor, designer, and
paginator, first in sports and later on the news side. But I still did some writing
on the side, occasionally for my paper but also for SABR, which I joined as
a member in 1998. My journalism background, especially the versatility of it,
gave me great training for the work I do now.
CJ: I saw a Tweet you posted recently talking about finalizing the 28
page SABR National program and event schedule in one weekend, so
it’s clear managing the site isn’t your only responsibility. Can you touch
on some of the other things you might do in a typical workday?
JP: In a small office like ours, with three full-time staff members and an
executive director, you have to wear a lot of hats. We’re all pretty involved
with everything that happens in the SABR office, whether it’s planning for the
upcoming national convention in Houston or helping a baseball fan sign up
for a new membership or answering questions from chapter and committee
leaders or other members. My primary duty is to manage the SABR.org
website, and serve as the web content editor for the national office. I write, edit,
and design all the content for our site throughout the week, which culminates
in our weekly e-newsletter, “This Week in SABR,” that I produce and send out
to all members on Fridays. I spend most of my time writing and posting new
announcements about what’s going on with SABR, promoting all the great
research that our members are doing (and there’s more of it now than ever
before, as evidenced by all the new e-books, biographies, and articles we’re
publishing), or fielding baseball-related media requests that come in to our
office. I also manage SABR’s social media accounts and coordinate online
coverage for all of our major events throughout the year, like the national

26

convention in Houston next month, the SABR Analytics Conference, the
Arizona Fall League Conference, etc.
CJ: Before we talk about your highly publicized interest and role with the
infamous Black Sox, could you touch on some of the other committees/
projects you’ve been a part of?
JP: I’m a member of the BioProject, Deadball Era, and Baseball Records
committees, and I’ve written other SABR biographies that appeared in
BioProject books on the 1970 Orioles and 1975 Reds.
CJ: As we all know, your involvement with the 1919 Chicago White Sox
has landed you on MLB Network and you’ve authored numerous articles
over the years; what was the spark behind your interest?
JP: I’ve always been fascinated by the Black Sox Scandal, and the continuing
mysteries surrounding the events of the 1919 World Series. That’s been the
focus of my baseball research and writing for about a decade now, long before
I started working at SABR full-time. In the early 2000s, I became involved
in an online discussion group focusing on the Black Sox Scandal started
by the late author Gene Carney, and that formed into SABR’s Black Sox
research committee. Gene was the founding chairman of the committee and
the driving force and energy behind a lot of the recent developments in Black
Sox research that have come out in the last decade. I was his vice-chair and
editor of the committee newsletter (and still am; we’ve got a new edition out
in mid-June.) After Gene died prematurely in 2009, I was eventually voted in
by the committee members as the new chair. Right now, we’re working on a
SABR BioProject book focusing on the members of the 1919 White Sox team
(players, management, owner, even the mascot) and the events of that entire
fateful season. The book is due out in the spring of 2015, to coincide with
SABR’s national convention in Chicago next summer.
CJ: Your email/twitter addresses reference Buck Weaver, the ill-fated
Black Sox third-baseman who was suspended for reportedly knowing
about the fix but not reporting it. I believe with a few more seasons
he would have been a Hall of Famer; is your interest in him more the
former than the latter, or a combination of both?

27

JP: My interest in Buck Weaver originally came about after reading “Eight
Men Out” and wanting to learn more about a beloved but flawed player who
got caught in the wrong place at the wrong time. His story is truly one of
the most compelling of any player in baseball history, and his complicated
legacy sums up just how intertwined baseball and gambling were during the
Deadball Era. His guilty knowledge was no different from that held by many
other players (and team/league officials) about fixed games — the fixing of the
1919 World Series was the worst-kept secret in baseball — but Weaver was
held up as an example by Judge Landis despite the Black Sox players’ vastly
different degrees of guilt. I tend to agree with the author David Pietrusza,
who wrote that Weaver’s harsh punishment is what finally ended the rampant
gambling culture that might have destroyed baseball. It wasn’t fair to Weaver,
but it did clean up the game. As far as Weaver’s legacy as a player, I don’t
believe he ever would have made the Hall of Fame but he was one of those
players that fans of all teams loved to root for. He always had a smile on his
face, he hustled all the time, and his passion for the game was contagious.
CJ: You appeared as an expert panelist on an MLB Network special
about the Black Sox, how did that come about, and how was it seeing
yourself on TV?
JP: I was honored to participate in the MLB Network documentary “Triumph
and Tragedy” on the 1919 White Sox. In my admittedly biased opinion, it’s
the most comprehensive and accurate treatment on the Black Sox Scandal
that’s ever been done on film. They interviewed all the top experts and kept
up with all the latest research, which has really turned our understanding of
the scandal on its head in recent years. I was actually lucky to get involved;
the film crew invited me up to Los Angeles for an interview, but they were
only in town the same week that I got married! So I wasn’t able to do it then.
A couple months went by, and they were almost finished with production,
but then I got asked to come to Anaheim to film my interview in an auxiliary
clubhouse before an Angels game. It was a great experience, and I was
thoroughly pleased with the final product.
CJ: I know you’re involved in an old time baseball league and your
wife is involved in another sport we don’t hear much about anymore,
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Roller Derby. Is there anything else about Jacob Pomrenke you’d like
to share?
JP: Yes, my wife is having a blast skating for Arizona Roller Derby, one of
the oldest and largest flat-track derby leagues in the nation. Her name is
PulHitzHer Prize, which is fitting for the best journalist and editor I know. I’m
a proud “derby widow,” and I try to make it to every one of her bouts. The
conversations in our house tend to revolve around baseball, roller derby,
journalism, or our two cats — who are both named after Deadball Era baseball
players — Nixey Callahan and Bones Ely.
CJ: Thank-you, Jacob, for taking the time to participate.
JP: Sure, Chuck. I’m always glad to help.

The Best of the Hot Corner
Once upon a time, home runs in the All-Star game were more important than
the ones hit in the home run derby. The derby started in 1985 and was nothing
more than a batting practice exhibition featuring some of the game’s biggest
sluggers. It has since taken on a life of its own--so much so that some fans
would rather watch the dinger fest that the AS Game. In some ways it’s not
surprising. When the first AS Game was played in 1933, and for many years
thereafter, it was know as the mid-season classic. It was the only time other
than the World Series in which the National and American Leagues would
face each other. They played for pride and bragging rights. The stars played
nine innings and there was nothing frivolous about it. Notwithstanding the
silly pretense that they are playing for home field advantage in the World
Series, the game has become an exhibition more than a competition. This
1994 article recalls the details of every All-Star blast from 1933-1994. I hope
you enjoy reading about the real All-Star home runs as much as I did writing
about them some 20 years ago.

--Rodney Johnson, July 2014

Long Ball Provides All-Star Fireworks
By Rodney Johnson
(From The Hot Corner, Volume 2, Number 3, July 1994)
Home runs have provided much of the All-Star Game excitement we have
enjoyed since the inaugural mid-season classic in 1933. Beginning with Babe
Ruth’s shot off of Wild Bill Hallahan in the first game and continuing through to
Fred McGriff’s ninth inning homer off of Lee Smith 61 years later, there have
been 138 long balls hit in All-Star games. Although some have been more
memorable than others, there probably is no such thing as an unimportant
all-star homer.
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Arch Ward, the sports editor of the Chicago Tribune sold the idea of an allstar game to Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis as part of Chicago’s
Century of Progress Exposition in 1933. The game was played at Comiskey
Park on July 6 and fittingly enough, an aging Babe Ruth provided the fireworks.
The Bambino, then 38-years-old and two years away from retirement, stole
the spotlight as he ripped a two-run homer in the third inning off of Cardinal
left-hander Bill Hallahan to give the A.L a 3-0 lead. Later, in the eighth inning,
Ruth made a running catch of a line drive by Chick Hafey to preserve the
Americans 4-2 win. Ruth would play in the 1934 game, but was hitless in
two trips to the plate. By the time the 1935 game was played, the Babe had
retired. Still, he had added to his legend by hitting the first-ever All-Star Game
homer.
Frankie Frisch hit the National League’s first all-star homer off of Alvin “General”
Crowder in the sixth inning of the 1933 contest and then connected for the
Nationals next round-tripper with a first inning clout against Lefty Gomez in
1934. Joe Medwick also hit for the circuit against Gomez. It wasn’t enough as
the Americans pounded out 14 hits and won the second all-star contest, 9-7.
In 1935 the largest crowd to attend an All-Star Game (69,831) watched
Jimmie Foxx blast a first inning two-run homer off of southpaw Bill Walker as
the American League won their third straight contest, 4-2. The 1936 game
featured Lou Gehrig’s first all-star homer, but helped by Augie Galan’s round
tripper that hit the right field foul pole, the National League won the game
by a 4-3 score. One year to the day later, Franklin D. Roosevelt drove onto
the field in an open car at Griffith Stadium before the start of the fifth AllStar Game. With five Yankees in the starting lineup, FDR watched as Gehrig
blasted a 3-2 fastball from Dizzy Dean over the right field wall for a two-run
homer on the way to an 8-3 A.L. win. The next batter, Earl Averill, ripped a
line drive back off of Dean’ foot breaking the pitcher’s toe. Dean would never
be the same again. It was Gehrig’s final all-star homer. The Iron Horse would
be back for the 1938 game going one-for-three, but he would retire just eight
games into the 1939 season and was dead by 1941. Joe DiMaggio was one
of six Yanks in manager Joe McCarty’s lineup for the 1939 game at Yankee
Stadium, and he didn’t disappoint. Joltiin’ Joe banged a solo homer in the fifth
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inning off of Bill Lee as the A.L. won again, 3-1.
Boston’s Max West proved to be the unlikely hero for the National League
in 1940. West, a .254 lifetime hitter whose war-shortened career lasted only
seven years, belted a first inning three-run homer to lead the Nationals to a
4-0 victory in his only all-star appearance. In the second inning, West landed
in a heap in front of the right field wall after trying to make a leaping catch of
Luke Appling’s line drive. West had to be carried from the field. Although the
injury wasn’t serious, West had lost his chance for another all-star at-bat.
The 1941 season was special in many ways; Ted Williams hit .406; Joe
DiMaggio’s 56-game hitting streak and of course, one of the most dramatic
All-Star Games ever. Pirate shortstop Arky Vaughn hit two-run homers in both
the seventh and eighth innings to give the N.L. a 5-2 lead. After the A.L. cut
the lead to 5-4 with two outs in the ninth, Ted Williams knocked a pitch from
Cub hurler Claude Passeau into the upper seats of the right field stands of
Briggs Stadium for a three-run homer and a 7-5 A.L. win. For Passeau, who
wore number 13, this was his unlucky day. He would long be remembered for
giving up Williams homer even though he would return to Briggs Stadium to
pitch a one-hitter against the Tigers in game three of the 1945 World Series.
In the 1942 All-Star Game, all four runs scored were accounted for by home
runs. Lou Boudreau and Rudy York hit first inning homers for the A.L. giving
the Americans a 3-0 lead. Mickey Owen’s pinch-hit shot into the left field
stands in the eighth game the N.L. their only score. Ironically, Owen didn’t hit
any home runs in the 133 games he appeared in during the regular season
that year. The 1943 contest, the first night game in all-star play, produced
long balls by Bobby Doerr and Vince DiMaggio in the A.L.’s 5-3 victory. The
home run by Vince put he and his brother Joe in the record books as the first
brother combo to blast All-Star Game round-trippers. The mid-season classic
wouldn’t see another homer until 1946 as the ’44 game at Forbes Field failed
to yield a dinger and the 1945 game was not played due to wartime curtailment
on travel.
When all-star play resumed in 1946, Ted Williams put on a show for the
hometown fans at Fenway Park. Williams blasted two homers, hit two singles
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and drew a walk in the Americans 12-0 rout of the Nationals. Williams second
homer was the famous blast off of Rip Swell’s blooper pitch that landed in
the right field bullpen in the eighth inning. The American League continued
its domination in 1947 as they nipped the National League 2-1. The only run
for the senior circuit came on Johnny Mize’s fourth inning homer. Stan Musial
didn’t take long to give the hometown crowd something to cheer about in
1948 as he hit a first inning homer at Sportsman’s Park to give the Nationals
a 2-0 lead. Even though the Browns were the host of the game, there were
still plenty of Cardinal fans on hand t cheer their hero. Unfortunately for Stan
and the N.L., the Americans came from behind to win 5-2 for their 11th victory
in 15 games. Hoot Evers homered for the A.L. in the second inning off of
Ralph Branca. All-Star play in the ‘40s closed out at Ebbets Field on July
12, 1949. For the first time black players were included in the midsummer
contest. Jackie Robinson, Roy Campanella and Don Newcombe of the host
Dodgers were on the N.L. squad while Cleveland’s Larry Doby played for the
Americans. Musial and Ralph Kiner hit long balls for the Nationals, but again
it was the A.L. that came out on top, 11-7.
One of the most thrilling games of the all-star series ushered in the ‘50s. After
Ralph Kiner’s ninth inning homer tied the game, Red Schoendienst’s blast
in the top of the 14th won it for the Nationals, 4-3. It was the first extra inning
game in all-star history. The game was marred by a shoulder injury to Ted
Williams that would sideline the Boston slugger until late in the season. The
1951 game featured a six-homer explosion as the N.L. accounted for four of
the dingers in an 8-3 win. Musial, Kiner, Bob Elliott and Gil Hodges banged
long balls for the Nationals while Vic Wertz and George Kell connected for
the Americans. Rain limited the 1952 contest to five innings, but it was long
enough for Jackie Robinson and Hank Sauer to hit homers and lead the
N.L. to a 3-2 victory at Shibe Park. The 1953 game at Crosley Field failed to
produce a round-tripper. It was the first time since 1944 that the all-stars went
homerless. In 1954 the two squads made up for the previous game’s power
outage by combining for six long balls. This time, led by Al Rosen’s two blasts,
the A.L. hit four dingers. Ray Boone and Larry Doby also connected for the
Americans while Ted Kluszewski and Gus Bell went deep for the Nationals.
The A.L. outlasted the N.L. by an 11-9 score in front of 68,751 at Cleveland’s
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Municipal Stadium. Mickey Mantle’s 430-foot blast in 1955 was spectacular,
but it was Stan Musial’s clout off of Frank Sullivan’s first pitch in the bottom of
the 12th inning that was the game winner at County Stadium. In a Hall of Fame
roll call, the best players of the era provided a four homer barrage in 1956
when Mantle, Williams, Musial and Willie Mays all homered in the National

League’s 7-3 win. For the first time, the All-Star Game was homerless in
back-to-back contests as neither the 1957 or ’58 classics produced a single
four-bagger. The A.L. won both games, 6-5 and 4-3 respectively. In 1959
the owners granted the request of the players to stage two All-Star Games
each year to help pay off pension fund debts. The arrangement lasted four
years before the players approved a return to the one game format for 1963.
In the first contest of 1959, played at Forbes Field as part of Pittsburgh’s
bicentennial celebration, Eddie Matthews and Al Kaline homered and the N.L.
scored two runs in the ninth to upend the Americans 5-4. The second dream
game of 1959 was played at the Coliseum in Los Angeles. Led by home runs
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from Frank Malzone, Yogi Berra and Rocky Colavito, the American league
got revenge with a 5-3 win. Frank Robinson and Junior Gilliam homered in a
losing cause for the Nationals.
The pair of 1960 games were played just two days apart; July 11 at Kansas
City and July 13 at New York. In the first game, Ernie Banks blasted a first
inning three-run homer off Bill Monbouquette. Del Crandall went deep in the
second inning staking the N.L. to a 4-0 lead, which grew, to 5-0 before the
A.L. tallied a run in the sixth. Al Kaline hit a two-run blast in the eighth to close
out the scoring as the Nationals won, 5-3. National Leaguers Mays, Musial,
Mathews and Ken Boyer hit for the circuit as the Americans suffered a sweep
of the two game series with a 6-0 setback at Yankee Stadium. Weather
played a key role in both 1961 All-Star Games. In the first game, played at
Candlestick Park, Stu Miller committed a costly balk with runners on first and
second in the ninth inning when he was blown off the mound by gale force
winds. Ken Boyer then committed an error allowing the tying run to score. The
Nationals came back to win however, on an RBI single by Roberto Clemente
in the bottom half of the inning. Harmon Killebrew and George Altman hit the
games only homers, both in pinch-hitting roles. The second game of 1961
was played at Fenway Park and ended in a 1-1 tie after a downpour fell just
as the ninth inning ended. Rocky Coilavito’s homer off of Bob Purkey in the
first inning was the only offense of the game for the American League. The
Nationals scored on Bill White’s infield hit in the sixth inning. In 1962, the
last year of the two game format, the first game didn’t produce a home run.
President Kennedy and Vice President Johnson watched at D.C. Stadium
as the Nationals won 3-1 on some daring base running by Maury Wills. The
American League won the second contest 9-4 in a game played at Wrigley
Field. Pete Runnels, who hit only 49 home runs in 1,799 big league games,
found the range against Art Mahaffey in the third inning. Leon Wagner hit a
two-run blast off Mahaffey in the third and Colavito sealed the game with a
three-run blast against Dick Farrell in the seventh. John Roseboro homered
in the ninth for the Nationals.
When the All-Star Game returned to a one game format in 1963, only 44,160
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fans turned out to watch at Cleveland’s massive Municipal Stadium, the site
of the previous two largest all-star crowds. No homers were hit in the game
that ended in a 5-3 National League win.
Although 1964 was a season the Phillies would rather forget, Johnny Callison
managed to provide one of the high moments in the team’s all-star history.
Using a bat he borrowed from Billy Williams, Callison socked a Dick Radatz
offering into the seats with two out in the bottom of the ninth to give the
Nationals a 7-4
victory. The blast
by Callison was
the first for a
Phillie in all-star
competition.
Williams
had
used the same
lumber to knock
one out in the
fourth
inning.
Ken Boyer also
homered for the
winners.
With
the victory, the
National League
evened the allstar series and
17 wins each.
The
senior
circuit took the
series lead for
the first time
in 1966 when
they used home
runs by Mays,
Joe Torre and
Willie
Stargell
to down the A.L.
6-5.
Harmon
Killebrew didn’t
disappoint
the
fans
at
Minnesota’s
Metropolitan
Stadium as he
knocked
one
out against Jim
Maloney in the
fifth inning. Dick
McAuliffe
also
homered against
Maloney in the
same inning. In
1966, playing at Busch Stadium in 105-degree heat, the National League
beat the American League 2-1 in ten innings without the help of a home
run. Home runs accounted for all of the scoring in 1967’s 15-inning, threehour and forty-one minute marathon in Anaheim. Philadelphia’s Richie Allen
with deep against Dean Chance in the second inning and Baltimore’s Brooks
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Robinson tied the score with a blow
off of Fergie Jenkins in the sixth.
Both teams were held scoreless
until the top of the 15th inning when
Cincinnati’s Tony Perez sent one out
of the park against Catfish Hunter
to give the N.L. a 2-1 win. Twelve
pitchers, led by Fergie Jenkins six
Ks, combined for 30 strikeouts in the
game. Pitching, as it did the entire
season, dominated the 1968 All-Star
Game. Willie Mays scored the only
run of the game in the first inning
giving the N.L. their sixth straight
win as the two teams combined for
just eight hits and no home runs
at the Astrodome. In 1969, the AllStar Game returned to Washington
but rains postponed the scheduled
July 22 game until a day later. The
National League used two home
runs by Willie McCovey and another by Johnny Bench to down the A.L. 9-3.
Frank Howard of the host Senators and Bill Freehan of the Tigers went deep
for the Americans.
In 1970, San Francisco’s Dick Dietz started a ninth inning three-run rally with
a home run as the Nationals came from behind to beat the Americans for
the eighth straight time, 5-4 in 12 innings. Pete Rose, to the delight of the
Cincinnati fans at newly christened Riverfront Stadium, bowled over Indian’s
catcher Ray Fosse to score the winning run. The American League finally
broke the jinx in 1971 with a 6-4 win. Johnny Bench and Hank Aaron each
touched Vida Blue for homers staking the National League to a 3-0 lead. But
Frank Robinson and Reggie Jackson each hit two-run homers in the third off
of Doc Ellis to give the Americans a 4-3 lead. Later, Harmon Killebrew and
Roberto Clemente went deep accounting for the final score. Hank Aaron hit
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his second and final, all-star homer with a man aboard in the sixth inning for a
hometown crowd in Atlanta in 1972’s mid-season classic. It looked as though
it wouldn’t be enough as Cookie Rojas’ eighth inning shot had given the A.L.
a 3-2 lead going into the bottom of the ninth. But the National League rallied
to tie the score and then won in the 10th on Joe Morgan’s RBI single. Bobby
Bonds, Johnny Bench and Willie Davis hit home runs in the 1973 contest as
the N.L. continued their recent domination by beating the Americans 7-1. All
of the home runs came against Angel pitching. Bonds and Bench touched
‘em all against Bill Singer and Davis teed off against Nolan Ryan. Winning
in 1974 proved almost as easy for the Nationals as they captured their 11th
win in 12 games with a 7-2 triumph. St. Louis’ Reggie Smith homered in the
seventh against Catfish Hunter. In 1975, Steve Garvey and Jimmy Wynn
pounded Vida Blue for back-to-back homers in the second inning. Carl
Yastrzemski, pinch-hitting for Jim Kaat, blasted a sixth inning homer off of
Tom Seaver to tie the game at 3-3. The Nationals came up with three runs in
the top of the ninth and won for the 27th time against 18 losses with one tie.
As part of the nations bicentennial celebration, the 1976 All-Star Game was
played at Philadelphia’s Veterans Stadium. President Ford was among the
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nearly 64,000 spectators who watched the N.L. win for the fifth straight year.
Five Reds players were voted to the starting lineup and Sparky Anderson,
the N.L. manager from Cincinnati, added two more Reds to the roster. The
Cincy players did not disappoint as they accounted for four runs scored, four
RBI and seven of the Nationals ten hits. George Foster homered and was
voted the game’s MVP. Cesar Cedeno also went deep for the Nationals and
Fred Lynn for the American’s. In 1977 Joe Morgan, Greg Luzinski and Steve
Garvey homered against Jim Palmer as the National League won their sixth
straight by a 7-5 score. George Scott hit a two-run homer in the top of the fifth
inning in a losing cause. The 1978 game in San Diego did not feature any
home runs. The Nationals used a four-run rally in the bottom of the eighth
inning to break a 3-3 tie and go on to win 7-3. Lee Mazzilli was the unlikely
hero of the 1979 contest in Seattle’s Kingdome. Mazzilli hit a home run that
barely cleared the fence at the 316-feet mark down the left field line to tie
the game in the eighth inning. In the ninth inning, he walked with the bases
loaded against Jim Kern to give the National League a 7-6 win in the 50th AllStar Game. Fred Lynn hit a two-run homer for the A.L. in the first inning.
The ‘80s began with the National League on an eight-game winning streak
and a 31-18-1 record in all-star play. The senior circuit served notice at
Dodgers Stadium that the domination that began in the ‘60s and peaked
in the ‘70s, could continue will into the ‘80s. After Fred Lynn gave the A.L.
the lead with a two-run homer in the top of the fifth inning, Ken Griffey gave
the N.L. a wakeup call with a solo shot in the bottom half of the inning. The
Nationals added a run in the sixth and two more in the seventh as they went
on to a 4-2 victory.
August 9, 1981 was the night baseball returned to America. A 50-day strike
wiped out about one-third of the season and delayed the All Star Game for
nearly a month. Many were skeptical that fans would embrace the post-strike
games and return to the ballparks. All doubt was erased when a record crown
of 72,086 turned out to Cleveland’s Municipal Stadium and watched as Mike
Schmidt’s two-run homer in the eighth inning won the game for the Nationals,
5-4. Gary Carter hit two round-trippers and Dave parker also added homers
for the winners. Carter became the fifth player to hit two homers in an All
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Star Game. Ken singleton homered for the A.L. In 1982 Dave Concepcion’s
two-run homer led the N.L. past the A.L. for the 11th straight time. The game,
played in Montreal, was the first all star contest played outside of the United
States. For the 50th Anniversary of the All Star Game in 1983, the mid-season
classic returned the Comiskey Park, the site of the first game. Perhaps it
was the ghosts of 1933 that inspired the American League or maybe it was
just their turn. For whatever reason, the Americans broke the Nationals 11year hold on the game with a convincing victory. Fred Lynn hit his fourth all
star home, this one a grand slam off of Atlee Hammaker in the third inning. It
was the first grand slam in all-star history and keyed a seven-run inning for
the American League. Jim Rice also homered for the Americans in a 13-3
rout. The following year the game was dominated by pitching as Fernando
Valenzuela and Doc Gooden combined for a record six consecutive strikeouts
and a 3-1 N.L. win. Gary Carter and Dale Murphy provided the power with
solo homers for the senior circuit while George Brett accounted for the only
A.L. run with a second inning dinger.
No homers were hit in the 1985 contest, but the Nationals won for the 21st
time in 23 games by downing the Americans by a 6-1 score.
The beginning of the end of National League dominance came in 1986 as
the American League used home runs by Lou Whitaker and Frank White to
account for all of the Americans scoring in a 3-1 victory. The National League
bounced back to with the 1987 game 2-0 on Tim Raines two-run triple in the
top of the 13th inning. Ironically, no home runs were hit in the All Star Game
in the year that a record was set for homers in the regular season. It was the
last win for the National League until 1994.
In 1988 Terry Steinbach hit a third inning homer and a fourth inning sacrifice
fly as the Americans nipped the Nationals, 2-1. It was the start of a six-game
winning streak for the American League. Bo Jackson and Wade Boggs hit
back-to-back homers in the first inning and Nolan Ryan was the winning
pitcher in a 5-3 A.L. victory in 1989’s contest. Jackson’s blast traveled 448feet and set the tone for the game.
The National League managed only two hits in 1990’s All Star Game as the
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Americans tossed a 2-0 shutout. No home runs were struck in the game.
In 1991, Cal Ripken Jr. hit a three-run homer off of Dennis Martinez in the
third inning to lead the A.L. to a 4-2 win. Andre Dawson homered for the
N.L. When Ken Griffey Jr. homered in the third inning of 1992’s contest, he
entered the record books with his dad as the only father-son duo to hit roundtrippers in all-star play. The homer was one of three hits for Griffey Jr. and
part of the A.L.’s 19-hit barrage in a 13-6 win. Ruben Sierra also homered for
the Americans and Will Clark went deep for the Nationals.
Last season’s (1993) game proved to be the sixth straight win for the American
League. After Gary Sheffield gave the National League a 2-0 lead with a first
inning homer, the A.L. tied it up on Kirby Puckett’s home run in the second
and Roberto Alomar’s shot in the third. The Americans broke the game open
in the firth inning with a three-run rally that was keyed by Puckett’s run-scoring
double. They went on to win, 9-3. This month’s (July, 1993) all-star contest
was perhaps the most exciting in recent years. The National League used
Fred McGriff’s ninth inning homer to tie the game and the won when Tony
Gwynn scored on a close play at the plate in the 10th inning. Marquis Grissom
also homered for the winners. The N.L. leads the series 38-24 with one tie.
In 61 years of All Star Games, perhaps the most memorable moments revolve
around home runs. There have been plenty of mid-season fireworks provided
by the long ball and there are sure to be more to come as sports most popular
all-star contest continues to build upon its long and storied traditions.
ALL STAR HOME RUNS: 1933: A.L.- Ruth; N.L.- Frisch; 1934: N.L.Frisch, Medwick; 1935: A.L.- Foxx; 1936: A.L. – Gehrig; N.L. – Galan;
1937: A.L. – Gehrig; 1939: A.L.-J. DiMaggio; 1940: N.L.-West; 1941: A.L.Willams; N.L.-Vaughn (2); 1942: A.L.-Boudreau, York; N.L.- Owen; 1943:
A.L.-Doerr; N.L.- V. DiMaggio; 1946: A.L.-Keller, Williams (2); 1947:N.L.
Mize; 1948: A.L.- Evers; N.L.-Musial; 1949: N.L.- Musial, Kiner; 1950:
N.L.- Kiner, Schoendienst; 1951: A.L.-Wertz, Kell; N.L.-Musial, Elliottt,
Hodges, Kiner; 1952: N.L.- J. Robinson, Sauer; 1954: A.L.- Rosen (2), R.
Boone, Doby; N.L.-Kluxzewski, G. Bell; 1955: A.L.-Mantle; N.L.-Musial;
1956: A.L.- Williams, Mantle; N.L.- Mays, Musial; 1959: (first game) A.L.Kaline, N.L.-Mathews, (second game) A.L. Malzone, Berra, Colavito;
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N.L.- F. Robinson, Gilliam; 1960: (first game) A.L.- Kaline; N.L.- Banks,
Crandell; (second game) N.L.- Mays, Musial, K. Boyer, Matherws; 1961:
(first game) A.L.-Kllebrew; N.L.-Altman; (second game) A.L.-Colavito;
1962: (second game) A.L.- Runnels, Wagner, Colavito; N.L.-Roseboro;
1964: N.L.-B. Williams, K. boyer, Callison; 1965: A.L.- McAuliffe, Killebrew;
N.L.- Mays, Torre, Stargell; 1967: A.L.- B. Robinson; N.L.-Allen, Perez;
1969: A.L. Howard, Freehan; N.L.-bench, McCovey (2); 1970: N.L.Dietz; 1971: A.L.-Jackson, F. Robinson, Killebrew; N.L.-Bench, Aaron,
Clemente; 1972: A.L.-Rojas; N.L.-Aaron; 1973: N.L.-Bench, Bonds, W.
Davis; 1974: N.L.- R. Smith; 1975: A.L.- Yastrzemski; N.L.-Garvey, Wynn;
1976: A.L. Lynn; N.L.-Foster, Cedeno; 1977: A.L.-Scott; N.L.- Morgan,
Luzinski, Garvey; 1979: A.L.- Lynn; N.L.- Mazzilli; 1980: A.L.-Lynn; N.L.Griffey Sr.; 1981: A.L.-Singleton; N.L. G. Carter (2), Parker, Schmidt; 1982:
N.L.- Concepcion; 1983: A.L.- Rice, Lynn; 1984: A.L.- G. Brett; N.L.-G.
Carter, Murphy; 1986: A.L.-Whitaker, White; 1988: A.L.-Steinbach; 1989:
A.L.-B. Jackson, Boggs; 1991:A.L.-C. Ripken Jr.; N.L.-Dawson; 1992:
A.L.- K. Griffey Jr., Sierra; N.L. – W. Clark; 1993: A.L.-Puckett, R. Alomar;
N.L.-Sheffield; 1994: N.L.- Grissom, McGriff.
Since the original article was published in THC, there have been 40 home
runs hit in all-star play bring the all star total to 178. Here is a list of all star
home runs from 1995-2013.
1995: A.L.-Thomas; N.L.-Biggio, Piazza, Conine; 1996:N.L.-Piazza,
Caminiti; 1997: A.L.- E. Martinez, S. Alomar; N.L. Lopez; 1998: A.L.- A.
Rodriguez, R. Alomar; N.L.- Bonds; 2000: N.L.- C. Jones; 2001: A.L.C. Ripken Jr., Jeter, Ordonez; 2002: A.L.- Soriano; N.L.- Bonds; 2003:
A.L.- Anderson, Giambi, Blalock; N.L.- Helton, A. Jones; 2004: A.L.-M.
Ramirez, Soriano, Ortiz; 2005: A.L.- Tejada, Teixeira; N.L.- A. Jones; 2006:
A.L.-Guerrero; N.L.-Wright; 2007: Suzuki, Crawford, V. Martizez; N.L.Soriano; 2008: A.L.- J.D. Drew; N.L.-Holliday; 2011: A.L.- A. Gonzalez;
N.L.- P. Fielder; 2012: N.L.- M. Cabrera.

Another voice
In the 8th Edition of Total Baseball (2004), estimable SABR members Bill

45

Deane and the late-great Fred Ivor-Campbell wrote an essay about the All
Star Game titled The All-Star Game: Rise and Fall of a Rich Tradition. The
authors lamented the diminished status of the mid-summer classic:
“Gradually over the last quarter of the 20th century, the All-Star Game became
a sideshow, with few players or fans taking it seriously. Many players selected
for the teams would refuse to go, preferring a three-day vacation…. In 1985,
new “Fan Fest” events, including a home-run derby, began adding to the
carnival atmosphere of the game.”

The Home Run Derby
Created in 1985 as a supplemental event at Major League Baseball’s All Star
Game, there have been far more derby home runs hit than those in the actual
game. In 2013 alone, fans saw 105 balls leave the yard in the competition. Of
course the rules have changed over the years. The first derby in 1985 saw
Dave Parker win by belting six out to Dale Murphy’s four. Last year Yoenis
Cespedes won with a total of 32 homers to Bryce Harper’s 24. Bobby Abreau
had the most dingers in a competition with 41 in 2005. Here is a list of the
derby winners:
2013 - Yoenis Cespedas

2002 - Jason Giambi

1991 - Cal Ripken Jr.

2012 - Prince Fielder

2001 - Luis Gonzalez

1990 - Ryne Sandberg

2011 - Robinson Cano

2000 - Sammy Sosa

2010 - David Ortiz

1999 - Ken Griffey Jr.

1989- Eric Davis; Ruben
Sierra

2009 - Prince Fielder

1998 - Ken Griffey Jr.

1988 - Cancelled due to
rain

2008 - Justin Morneau

1997 - Tino Martinez

1987 - Andre Dawson

2007 - Vladimir Guerrero

1996 - Barry Bonds

2006 - Ryan Howard

1995 - Frank Thomas

1986 - Darryl Strawberry;
Wally Joyner

2005 - Bobby Abreau

1994 - Ken Griffey Jr.

1985 - Dave Parker

2004 - Miguel Tejada

1993 - Juan Gonzalez

2003 - Garret Anderson

1992 - Mark McGwire
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Meeting Recap:
Flame Delhi Chapter Says Goodbye to
Packard

On this day, Rodney Johnson and
his son Jason, Chuck Johnson,
Barry Bloom, Charles Boyer and
Brian Ashmore met at the Tempe
Chompies for food and conversation
prior to attending the ASU game.
The Devils overcame a four-run first
inning to beat ninth ranked Oregon,
9-4. The real star was the ballpark as
the group reminisced about personal
Packard memories as they soaked up
the atmosphere.

Six chapter members gathered on May
10 for a last look at ASU’s Packard
Stadium. Officially renamed Winkles
Field-Packard Stadium at Brock
Ballpark, after the school’s iconic
baseball coaches, Packard’s time in
the sun is over. The Sun Devils are
In 2015 the Sun Devils will call
moving full-time to Phoenix Municipal
Phoenix Municipal Stadium home.
Stadium for the 2015 season.
Muni has been the home to Major
League spring training since 1964
Packard Stadium opened in 1974 and
and also hosted the Phoenix Giants/
was made possible by a gift from ASU
Firebirds of the Pacific Coast League
alumni Guthrie and Peter Packard.
from 1966-91. ASU is not a stranger to
The ballpark was home to two National
the park having played some of their
Championship teams and 14 NCAA
most important games there prior
regional tournaments. Visiting teams
to the opening of Packard Stadium.
did not fare well at Packard with the
On October 14, 1969 Gary Gentry
Devils winning nearly 80% of their
pitched a 15-inning complete game
home games.
masterpiece as he and the Devils
beat Arizona 3-2 in front of 8,314 fans
In the early years of the Flame Delhi
at Muni (for more read Gary Gentry’s
Chapter, the January or February
Gem in Mining Towns to Major
annual meeting was always held on
Leagues available in the SABRAZ.
the campus of ASU and followed by
org store). There are sure to be more
a trip to Packard to see nationally
memories under construction as we
ranked Sun Devils squads hammer
transition from the Packard era to the
some early-season opponent.
Muni generation.
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Chapter Briefs
Longtime New York/San Francisco
Giants
fan
Steve
Rothschild
organizes a sports interest group in
Surprise. Fellow chapter members
are frequent speakers along with
interesting insiders from all sports.
In May, Chapter President Rodney
Johnson met with the group to talk
about his travels to Australia with
the Diamondbacks and Dodgers for
the season opening series. Chapter
member Don Drooker followed up the
next month by speaking to the group
about collecting sports autographs.
Don has a large collection of Sports
Illustrated that such stars as Dale
Murphy and Gary Carter have
personally signed for him. Don
shared his experiences in collecting
the autographs of Mahammed Ali,
Bill Walton, Johnny Podres, Frank
Howard, Harmon Killebrew, Stan
Musial, Willie Stargell and others.
Don writes a regular column online
for Mastersball.
Chapter leadership has been busy
working on plans for hosting the Sixth
Annual SABR Arizona Fall League
Conference which will be held in
Scottsdale on October 30-November
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1, 2014. The conference will once again
feature four AFL games, speakers,
dinner functions and a Flame Delhi
Chapter meeting. As usual, the
conference will conclude with a trip to
the Fall Stars Game featuring some
of the best prospects in baseball. This
year’s Fall Stars Game will be played
at Salt River Fields. We will also be
making a trip to the new Cubs Park.
You won’t want to miss seeing this
fabulous new facility. Members and
guests will be able to register online
at www.sabr.org starting in August.

2014 Annual Chapter Report
Arizona Flame Delhi Chapter
Since the 2013 SABR Convention, Arizona’s Flame Delhi Chapter has been
active in the community, on the web and in the organization.
For the fifth consecutive year, the chapter has organized and presented the
Arizona Fall League Conference. Members from more than a dozen states
participated in last year’s event. Guests to the conference went to four AFL
games at three different venues, listened to speakers and presentations
including hearing from 1989 Cy Young winner Mark Davis, enjoyed dinner
with members of the Arizona Major League Alumni, and attended the Fall
Stars Game in which the top prospects from each organization displayed their
talents. The Sixth Annual AFL Conference is scheduled for October 30 –
November 1, 2014.
Chapter meetings have included SABR Day at Tempe Diablo Stadium; lunch
at Chase Field before a Diamondbacks game; and a pre-game dinner and trip
to Packard Stadium to see Arizona State University’s storied baseball team in
PAC-12 action.
In addition to these regular chapter gatherings, members have volunteered
to participate in community events. For the fifth consecutive year, volunteers
from the chapter staffed the SABR table at the annual Diamondbacks Fan
Fest at Chase Field. Chapter members also continued our partnership with the
Arizona Major League Alumni by helping with registration and guest services
for the Alumni’s annual golf tournament. Flame Delhi Chapter members
Rodney Johnson, John Dittrich, Bill Staples, John Tenney, Bernie Pleskoff,
Don Drooker, and of course Roland Hemond; have all been active in the
community by giving presentations at libraries, museums and to community
groups.
The Chapter continues to expand its presence on the web by enhancing our
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web site (www.sabraz.org), offering regular Facebook postings on our SABR
Arizona page, and even opening a chapter Twitter account. In May, the chapter
re-launched and reinvented The Hot Corner, the premier chapter newsletter
that was published in printed form from 1992-2001. THC now reappears
in digital form as a magazine which can be viewed for free or downloaded
in a .pdf file from the chapter website. The cover story in the first issue is
Rodney Johnson’s Diary from Down Under, the story of his trip to Australia
with the Diamondbacks and Dodgers for the MLB season opening series.
Also available on the site as an e-book is Mining Towns to Major Leagues: A
History of Arizona Baseball. This out-of-print book was originally published as
the convention book for SABR 29 (1999), in Scottsdale.
In addition to hosting the sixth AFL Conference, our chapter goals for 2014
include publishing two more issues of The Hot Corner, e-publishing our 1998
chapter publication The Arizona Baseball Journal; continuing to hold regular
chapter meetings; and to expand our website to make it the place on the web
to go for Arizona baseball history.
Rodney Johnson—Flame Delhi Chapter President
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SABR Contact Directory
•

Rodney Johnson, Chapter President and THC Managing Editor: FDelhiChpt@aol.com

•

Barry Bloom, Chapter Vice-President: boomskie@aol.com

•

Mark Smith, Chapter Vice-President: msmith24@hotmail.com

•

Bill Suphan, Chapter Treasurer: BSuphan@gmail.com

•

Chuck Johnson, THC Content Editor: mjohns2@cox.net

•

Migdalia Johnson, Website Developer and Manager, migdalia@mjbrilliantwebdesigns.com

•

Deborah Jayne, SABR Membership Director, djayne@sabr.org

•

Jacob Pomrenke, SABR Web Manager and Content Producer, jpomrenke@sabr.org

•

SABR Office Phone: 602-343-6455

•

SABR Web Address: www.sabr.org

•

Chapter Web Address: www.sabraz.org

•

Chapter Twitter Address: @FlameDelhiSABR

•

Chapter Facebook Page: SABR Arizona
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