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Lesson 5, Part 2 – Voice-Over Recording Tips: 

Easily and Quickly Reposition and Align Multiple Audio Items 

 

The next tool we're talking about is the "reposition items" tool. But, unlike previous tools, this one 

isn't part of Reaper when you get it. You have to go get an extension pack for Reaper, which is also 

free, don't worry about that. The first thing you have to do, though, is close Reaper so that you can 

install this. Where you get this pack is at a site called www.standingwaterstudios.com. This is 

actually the site of one of the moderators at the Reaper forum, which, by the way, I highly 

recommend visiting and joining. This is where, when I was first learning Reaper, I had all my 

questions answered. This is an extremely active forum. But anyway, just come back over to 

Standing Water Studios to get the SWS extension. And all you need to do is download this 

executable file. 

 

This is a trustworthy file, I have done this many times. So, you just click on the download link here, 

and save file to your computer. And then once you save it, go ahead and execute that file, and it will 

install the extension pack for you. So then what you'll have when you open Reaper back up is this 

addition to your menubar, but also, you will have more actions available to you, more tools 

available to you in the "actions" toolbar. 

 

So, the action that we are looking for is called the "reposition items" tool and, if you go to the action 

list and just type in "reposition", you will see that you get two hits. The first one is a tool that comes 

with Reaper, that's not the one we want. What we want is Ignacio's SWS "reposition selected items" 

tool. Since the way this works it to put a specified amount of time between 2 items, and right now 

we only have one selected, let's go ahead and close this. Let us select these 2 items, just right-mouse 

click over the first one and drag that lasso across the second one to select them both. And now go to 

"actions", and type in "reposition", and choose "reposition selected items", and choose "run". Now 

you have a couple of choices to make here: "add time interval to, click item end", that will put the 

selected number of seconds onto the end of each item. So, if you leave it at 1 second and click 

Okay, you see what happened up here? It put 1 second in between those 2 items. 

 

Let's run it again and put 3 seconds in between, just type a 3 in there. Boom, that put 3 seconds in 

between those. Now, let's go ahead and select all 4 of these, so just right-mouse-click and hold it 

down and drag that lasso across all 4 items to select all 4, and let's go ahead and run this again, and 

we'll leave 3 in there, and click Okay. See how it aligns those 4 items? It puts exactly 3 seconds in 

between each. 

 

This was a real time saver, it was kind of a life saver actually, for me, for a particular recurring 

voice-over job that I had. Now, as with the "auto-trim and split" tool, it's helpful to have shortcuts 

on your keyboard for some of these tools that you use often. I use control Q for this one, you can 

use whatever you want. But again, with this selected, let's come down here and click "add", and go 

ahead and type your keyboard shortcut, I'm going to click control Q, and click Okay, and it's going 

to say "There's already some other thing already on that keyboard shortcut" and I don't use that as 

much, so I'm going to click Okay, and it overrides it, and now control Q will activate my "reposition 

selected items" tool. So, let's close that. And let's go ahead and mess up the timing in between all 

these, and select them all again, this time I hit control Q, that brings up "reposition items", 3 is 

already in there. Done. Awesome, huh?  
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In Lesson 6, we'll use the tools we learned in Lesson 5 to create a dialogue between two or more 

characters. So we'll see you then. 


