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The Newbies Guide To Audio Recording Awesomeness 1: Lesson 2, 

Part 2 

 
In part two of this lesson, I'm going to re-record our voice sample and make a mistake 

on purpose to help demonstrate one of the things I wanna show you. So let's record 

that again. Hit the record button. Hi, and welcome to the first Home... And welcome 

to the first Homebrew Audio Podcast. Okay, so now you see that I marked the 

mistake here with a snap of my fingers or the clap in my hand, 'cause I made a 

mistake right here. "And welcome to the first Home. And welcome to the first 

Homebrew... " So I'm gonna wanna cut out, delete, probably about that much, so that 

everything fits together with the right spacing and all of that, and I cut out the 

mistake, I use the delete key on your keyboard to do this most easily, or you could 

just use the cut effect up here. But before I do any of that, let's talk about noise. You 

see where I recorded my voice, all the blue blobs here, that's all I really wanted to 

record, not all of this stuff over here and in between, and especially not that little 

breath at the end. But first, let's talk about the background noise, you notice that I left 

a bunch of space here before I started recording my voice. 

 

That is something I highly recommend you do, and you'll see why in just a second, 

we're going to use an effect called noise reduction, and you see how it says you must 

first select some audio to perform this action? I haven't selected any audio yet. What 

you have to select is only noise. So you can't have any breaths in there or any bumps 

or anything else that's in the background, it needs to be the steady background noise, 

which is usually a kind of hiss or possibly an electronic sound, maybe the sound of 

your computer fan. So let's highlight some of what should be just noise and listen. 

Okay, you can see up here by the green that, that is just noise. I don't hear any breaths 

or anything in there. So now we have a sample of just noise selected. So let's go to 

Effect, Noise reduction. Now, you click this button where it says "get noise profile". 

That feeds a sample of only noise to Audacity so that it knows what to remove from 

the audio, from the voice or whatever it is you're recording. So first, click "Get noise 

profile". Now you have to select all the audio, double-click in the gray to select it all. 

 

Go back to Effect, click noise reduction again, and let's just leave these defaults here, 

it's gonna reduce by 12 decibels and it has this sensitivity, and this smoothing thing. 

Just leave that the way it is. And click Okay. Now, let's come back here to the 

beginning and let that play. Okay, so this section here, take a look up here where the 

meter is. You see no signal, it's total silence now, which it wasn't before. Oh, I see a 

little blip right there. I didn't actually hear it. But right in here somewhere. It's 

probably a breath. But that's okay. We've done noise reduction. Let's take a listen to 

the voice. "Hi. And welcome to the first Home... And welcome to the first Homebrew 

Audio Podcast." Okay, that sounds pretty good. We've gotten rid of the background 
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noise, so now that we've done that, I'd like to do that first because when you start to 

delete audio, you get into the habit of trimming it off and then suddenly you don't 

have any of the noise to sample to provide the profile. So I always do noise reduction 

first. Now let's get rid of the mistake. 

 

So I make the mistake here, that means that the thing that came before it was 

probably the mistake. We wanted to say, "Hi, and welcome to the Homebrew Audio... 

And welcome to the first Homebrew Audio Podcast". So this "Hi, and welcome to the 

first Home... And welcome to the first Homebrew Audio Podcast." Okay, so we need 

to cut out the mistake and the clap, or snap your fingers or whatever. So let's just try 

that. Hit the Delete button on your computer keyboard or this cut button up here. 

Now let's take a listen to see if this space is too much space or not enough. "Hi. And 

welcome... " Okay, that's too much space, it doesn't sound natural, so I'm gonna 

delete a little bit more. So the thing to note here is that when I hit delete, I'm deleting 

not only the audio, but the time that the audio took up, so now I'm shortening the time 

in between these two. "Hi, and welcome to the first Homebrew Audio Podcast." 

Okay, that sounds much more natural. So we've gotten rid of the mistake using the 

delete function, let's use the delete function a little bit more here. You don't need 

anything after "Cast." It says podcast, so let's just select everything to the end and 

delete that. And we don't need anything before the "Hi" anymore. 

 

We did at first, I left it there so that we could sample noise, but we don't need that 

anymore since we've done noise reduction, so just highlight all of that and hit Delete. 

Okay, now we've got a nice tight, "Hi, and welcome to the first Homebrew Audio 

Podcast. Hi." That's good. We've cut out the mistakes, we've trimmed up the extra at 

the beginning in the end using the delete function. Now, we're gonna do something 

that is called silencing the audio. If you listen with headphones here, you'll notice that 

there is a breath in here. And sometimes the breath can sound natural and that's okay. 

But sometimes, especially when you're deleting things, a breath gets cut off halfway 

and it doesn't sound natural. So what I like to do is silence the spaces between 

phrases, So select that, and there is a button for silencing audio right up here in the 

toolbar. Silence Audio selection. So this will get rid of the audio, but it will leave the 

time. See if I deleted that section, it got rid of the time, and it wouldn't sound natural, 

so I'm going to undo that and I'm gonna use the silence command instead. "Hi, and 

welcome... " So now the breath is gone and there's total silence, right, in that section 

that I had highlighted. 

 

That's the difference between the silence tool and the delete tool. One last thing that 

I'd like to do just to make sure that it's loud enough for everyone to hear, remember in 

the last lesson when we used the amplify effect in order to turn the audio up so that 

the loudest part was all the way to the edge? Let's do that again, just so that we make 



 TNGTARA1 Lesson 2 Part 2 2020  

07/15/20   Page 3 of 3 

sure our audio is loud enough so our listener doesn't have to reach for the volume 

knob to turn it up, so let's select everything, go to the Effect and Amplify just like 

before. And it's going to put in the amount of amplification that is necessary to get us 

all the way up to the loudest part, so remember, we don't want a check mark in a loud 

clipping, so if there was a check mark in there, you get rid of it. Now click okay. And 

you see that everything got bigger, that means it got a little bit louder, but nothing 

clipped because we had that box unchecked. Now, let's listen to our final product. 

"Hi. And welcome to the first Homebrew Audio Podcast." 

 

That sounds pretty good. Congratulations, you just completed the next step and 

learning to produce professional quality audio. In this lesson, you learned how to do 

basic edits to audio files including adjusting the volume of a signal. Removing noise, 

and how to get rid of parts of the signal by understanding the difference between 

deleting so that we can trim things up and get rid of mistakes, and silencing audio. In 

the next lesson, we'll learn to add more tracks to your project and then mix it all 

together and complete the final product. See you then. 

 


