
 The Newbies Guide To Audio Recording Awesomeness 1  

10/29/14   Page 1 of 2 

Lesson 5, Part 2 – Vocal Doubling 

 

Welcome to part two of the vocal doubling tutorial. Now, let's do a quick music example. In music, 

doubling can be used on absolutely anything. But one of the things it's most commonly used on is 

lead vocals. And one of the techniques producers use is to have the verse sung with just the straight 

ahead single voice panned right at the center. As soon as they get to what they call the pre-chorus, 

then the voice typically gets doubled. That's what 'Fountains of Wayne' did on 'Stacy's Mom'. I'm 

gonna sing that same part you heard earlier from Fountains of Wayne's Stacy's Mom. For your 

example you can sing this or you can sing whatever you want to. Okay. Here goes. 

 

"Is she there or is she tryin' to give me the slip? You know I'm not the little boy that I used to be. I'm 

all grown up now, baby can't you see?" 

 

Now, just like we did with the voiceover, I'm going to sing some of this twice. But I'm only gonna 

sing it from, "You know I'm not the little boy". I'm gonna leave the first part single, and I'll use that 

as my count-in. 

 

"Is she there or is she tryin' to give me the slip? You know I'm not the little boy that I used to be. I'm 

all grown up now, baby can't you see?" 

 

Okay. Now we're gonna go ahead and sync it up. So let's zoom in and let's come over to... I actually 

did start a little late there, just a little. It won't matter much when you listen to it. But let's go over to 

the second part here and you can see that it's not synced up. So let's go to the time shift tool, this 

double headed arrow and let's just line that up a little better, maybe zoom in a little more and zoom 

back out and take a listen. 

 

"Is she there or is she tryin' to give me the slip? You know I'm not the little boy that I used to be. I'm 

all grown up now, baby can't you see?" 

 

So what do you think? Vocal doubling is a very common tool and really adds something to the 

sound. It's used in a number of ways. Here, I played both parts, panned straight up, dead center. A 

lot of times though the second track is turned down just a little bit. Remember the volume slider 

over here, let's turn that down to, say negative nine or so and let's put our cursor right before the two 

parts start and listen. 

 

"You know I'm not the little boy that I used to be. I'm all grown up now, baby can't you see?" 

 

See, that effect is just a tad more subtle. Kind of an unconscious effect on the listener. Now, here's 

another thing that you can do which we actually did in part one with the voiceover. Let's put track 

two back to zero in volume. So they're both the same. And let's pan track one, let's go 40% to the 

left maybe 50. And then let's do the same thing with track two and have a listen to those two parts. 

 

"You know I'm not the little boy that I used to be. I'm all grown up now, baby can't you see?" 

 

That has much more impact. Doesn't it? You can use these techniques for any number of tracks. Not 

just two for doubling. You can triple, quadruple, heck, with computers you can basically do as many 

as you want. It's very common in pop and rock on the choruses that have three part harmonies, say, 

to actually triple each of those three parts so that you actually have 12 voices singing a three part 
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harmony. Adds a really, really nice touch. 

 

Well, that's it for vocal doubling. I hope you enjoyed this companion lesson to lesson five multi-

track recording. Come on back for lesson six where we'll talk about loops. See you then.  


