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My Short List: Ten Prayers I Prayed for My Future Husband 

Summer of 1996. I was a recent high school graduate! New hire at Laity Lodge Youth Camp—I was 
going to be a Junior Counselor! During Staff Training week, posted on the staffroom fridge was a 
question: Are you praying for you future mate? Hmmm. That’s interesting. Never thought to do that. I’ll 
start now. In the next morning still, I gathered by the Frio River with Jesus, my Bible and pen, and a 
blue, spiral pocket notebook. There we drafted this 10-point list… 

*Qualities in the man I want to marry. 

1) In love with God before he is in love with me. (Prayer warrior, man of God) 

2) Leader (Effectively leads me as well as other people he encounters; decisive, assertive, and 
confident about his decision making) 

3) Thoughtful (Cares about and thinks of me and others; considerate) 

4) Good communicator (Can express his thoughts, feelings, and ideas to me and others) 

5) Explorer (Well rounded and who can teach me new things; he can learn from me too; have fun 
together!) 

6) Great Father Figure (Loves children and who will be an excellent, loving, and supportive father) 

7) Fruitful in the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control) 

8) Provider (Motivated, ambitious, persevering, provides for and protects the family; integrity in 
the workplace) 

9) Good character (Christ-like, fun, sincere, honest, honorable, motivated, listener, communicator) 

10) Complementary (Who brings out the BEST in me! Who will work with me and we’ll make a great 
team!) 

I prayed over this list regularly while I waited for God to bring me my mate. Since I prayed for a 
prince . . . well, I realized he would need a princess. In turn, I asked God to grow complementary 

character within me. Two years later, the Lord did show me my 
mate. He’s not perfect and neither am I, but we love God, each 

other, and He is working in our lives!
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