Kindergarten
Organisms and Their Environments                                                                          K.OTE
Standards
Students who demonstrate understanding can: 
a. Use observations and information to classify living things as plants or animals based on what they need to survive. 
· Clarification Statement: To survive and grow, animals need food, water, and air. Plants need water, light, and air to live and grow.

b. Use observations to describe how plants and animals depend on the air, land, and water where they live to meet their needs, and they in turn, can change their environment. 
· Clarification Statement: Examples of how plants and animals change their environment could include ants making anthills, plant roots breaking concrete, or beavers building dams.

c. Use observations and information to identify patterns in how animals get their food. 
· Clarification Statement: Animals get their food by various means. Some animals eat plants, some eat other animals, and some eat both.

d. Provide evidence that humans’ uses of natural resources can affect the world around them, and share solutions that reduce human impact. 
· Clarification Statement: Examples of how humans’ uses of natural resources can affect the world include cutting trees for lumber and paper products or discarding plastic bags and other waste that affects animal habitats. Humans can reduce their impact by recycling and avoiding littering.


Connections
	The performance expectations above were developed using the following elements from the NRC document A Framework for K-12 Science Education
[image: ]
	Common Core State Standards

ELA 
· RI.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
· W.K.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.
· SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
· SL.K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood.

Mathematics
· MP.3 Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 
· MP.7 Look for and make use of structure.
· K.CC.6 Compare numbers. 
· K.MD.3 Classify objects and count the number of objects in each category.
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	Connections to other DCIs in this grade-level: K.WEA
Articulation of DCIs across grade-levels: 4.PSE, 4.E, 5.MEE, 5.ESI
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