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Agenda  

๏ Welcome 

๏ Communications Update 

๏ Transitional Kindergarten Presentation : “Culture and Language 

in TK: Supporting Teachers , Families and Children”  

- Dr. Carola Matera, Assistant Professor in Early Childhood 

Studies at CSU Channel Islands 

-  María Lourdes Salazar, Transitional Kindergarten teacher at 

the Los Angeles Unified School District 

๏ Q&A – Please email all questions to Meredyth González at 

mgonzalez@earlyedgecalifornia.org   

๏ Next Call : May 21, 3:30-4:30pm 

mailto:mgonzalez@earlyedgecalifornia.org
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what does “READY” mean to a child? 

 

family? 
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learn how to ride a 

bike without training 

wheels, like my 

friend Mario 

learn English, do 

well in school and 

go to college 
show growth in 

social & emotional 

development achieve school 

readiness goals the 

program has 

identified grow bilingual and 

biliterate with strong 

cultural roots 

be stronger so that I 

can hit the piñata 

really hard! 



 
 

children 

Dual language learners 

English learners 

English language 

learners 

Second language 

learners 

New language learners 

Bilingual 

Limited English 

proficient 

Long-Term English 

Learners 



 
 
 

BEING 
MULTILINGUAL 

Improves memory and cognitive 

function  

Facilitates English language 

development 

Promotes school literacy 

Fosters identity formation and 

sense of self-esteem 

Strengthens family 

relationships, including 

extended family members 

Potential for bilingualism and 

biliteracy 

Has positive effects for mental 

health  

Facilitates access to a 

specialized workforce, social 

groups and enriched life 

 

 

 

 

 



AND WHY IT MATTERS! 

What has changed… 



• Children’s brains are wired to                                       

learn more than one 

language  

• Learning and developing in 

more than one language 

does NOT delay growth nor 

development • Instead, it promotes more efficient cognitive 

functioning, academic achievement and 

enhances learning English  

• There may be negative consequences in 

losing the Home Language  

 

 



“...children who are dual 

language learners can 

demonstrate their abilities, 

skills, and knowledge in any 

language, including their home 

language”. 
(OHS, 2011) 



“At the same time, Head 

Start programs need to 

promote the acquisition 

of English for children who 

are DLLs.” 
 (OHS, 2011) 



 
 
 

Language in Math 
and Literacy 

• Language and 

vocabulary predict 

academic success and 

readiness for 

kindergarten 

 

• Code versus Meaning 

focused skills 

 

• Unique strategies help 

children learn new 

words, understand 

new information and 

communicate ideas 



“Luna, creaste un 

patrón” 
“un patrón?” 

“si, ¡un patrón muy 

colorido!  
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DCLA 

developmentally, culturally, and 

linguistically appropriate teaching  

 



•Monolingual teachers CAN support the 

child’s Home Language to promote 

learning  

•Adapt the curriculum to respond to the 

unique needs of DLL children 

•Small groups (mixed language levels) 

• Introduce new vocabulary through stories 

• Implement Personalized Oral 

Language(s) Learning strategies 



 

 

Teacher/s 

  speak the 

language/s  

of  the  

Children  

Teachers  

do not speak 

the 

language/s of  

the Children 



 

• Family First 

• Environmental Supports 

• Instructional Supports 

• Oral Language Practice 

Personalized Oral 
Language/s Learning 
(POLL) Espinosa, Magruder, Hayslip & Matera (2013) 



Families First 
 



 
 

strengthening 
Home 

Language 

Families and Teachers 

working together to 

strengthen  Home 

Language and support 

school readiness and 

success 

Learning from families 

and gathering information 

about language 

experiences 

Teachers sharing specific 

strategies for the families 

to enhance oral language 

development  
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physical 

environment is 

nurturing and 

engaging 

warm and quiet  

area 

interactive 

vocabulary 

displays in all 

languages 

books, artifacts and 

displays reflect the 

children’s culture 

graphic 

organizers, 

visuals, 

photographs 

celebrate 

children’s 

languages 

Aesthetically 

pleasing 

spaces/walls 

color-coded  

multilingual labels 

theme/units 

involve family & 

community 

participation 

Environmental Supports 

//Users/carola.matera/Dropbox/OLE MODULE/Part 2.key?id=BGSlide-4
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Ocean Vista, Ocean View School District 



Stretch to Kindergarten at the  

Family Engagement Institute,  

Foothill College (2011) 

Back 



authentic learning: 

projects/themes/un

its 

encourage use of 

home language 

academic 

language: rich, 

complex and 

varied in both 

languages 

songs, chants, 

poems 

 

bilingual picture 

dictionaries 

READING 

CIRCLES to 

introduce new 

stories in child’s 

language 

SMALL groups,  

one-on-one time 

words, phrases in 

all home 

languages 

quality books in 

family language/s, 

throughout the 

centers 

facilitate 

friendships 

Instructional Supports 
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Welcome! 
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Seattle WA 
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Back 
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Dialogic Reading 

separation of 

languages, respect 

children’s choice 

of language 

visuals, gestures, 

movement, realia 

hands-on 

experiences to 

explore concepts 

and vocabulary 

discuss 

differences and 

similarities 

between 

languages, 

cognates 

peer to peer 

dialogue 

expand children’s 

responses and 

continue dialogue 
(focus on whole sentences) 

activate prior 

knowledge in 

child’s language 

children as 

storytellers & 

authors 

 

Oral Language Practice 



Stretch to Kindergarten at the  

Family Engagement Institute,  

Foothill College (2011) 

Back 



Stretch to Kindergarten at the Family Engagement Institute, 

Foothill College (2011) 

Back 



Back 

Patricia Magaña (2013) 
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storywalk + 3 

levels 

focus on teaching 

vocabulary of 

story, 3-4 words at 

a time 

expand children’s 

comments 

small groups  

(3-5 children) 

multiple readings 

of same story, 3-4 

times a week 

children own and 

retell the story 

story has a plot 
mixed language 

levels 

make connections 

with children’s 

personal 

experiences 

Dialogic Reading 



FCAR strategies 

F- Follow the child’s lead 

C- Comment and 

wait 

A- Ask questions 

and wait 

R- Respond by 

adding a little more 

Dialogic Reading with Families 
Back 



 

CONCLUDING 

THOUGHTS 
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What is meaningful? 



Ants on a Log 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 celery 

 

1 spoon cream 

cheese 

 

3 raisins 

What is meaningful? 



¡Bienvenidos!  

Welcome! 

Stretch to Kindergarten at the  

Family Engagement Institute,  

Foothill College (2011) 



authentic environments 

authentic activities 

 

authentic conversations 



 
 

sample resources 









let’s ask questions! 
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