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INTERACTIVE TEACHING RESOURCE
SESSION 9

UNITED IN TRUTH, CLOTHED IN GRACE

Key Statement: Fulfilling God’s mission requires unity: 1) in spirit, 2) in objective, and 3) in practice. 

Supplies Needed:
	15-21 nails, depending on size
	Board


INTRODUCE THE LESSON

Activity
Begin the lesson promptly in order to have sufficient time for the following activity. With the one nail positioned in the board, and the others off to the side, give the following instructions to your students: “The challenge is simple—just balance these nails on the head of that one. The nails can't touch anything except each other, and they all have to be balancing at the same time.” Try not to give away any clues at first, but instead let the students attempt to think through this themselves. (Also, don’t allow them to search on their phones for clues.) For the sake of time, you may want to drop hints if you see that the students are struggling to discover the answer. In the end, the goal is to have the students figure out the correct way to do this. See the pictures below as an example of this activity. 
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TRANSITION
Explain to the students that one of the things this activity teaches is the concept of unity. In other words, in order to balance all of the nails at the same time, there had to be extreme unity involved among the individual nails. In a similar way, fulfilling God’s mission requires unity among God’s people. From here, move to the first point of the lesson in talking about unity in spirit. 

Pressed for Time?
Given the time commitments involved with the intro activity, we advise that you arrange the activity around the amount of time you intend to teach. If you are looking for teaching suggestions, consider emphasizing being united in spirit and the importance of balancing truth with grace. In addition, be sure to emphasize what is involved when people are unified with one another in objective and what this looks like for the church according to Paul.

Additional Questions

In Spirit (Eph. 4:1-6). 
	How does the Holy Spirit unite us? 
	How should we respond to others we have conflict with within the youth group?

	In Objective (Phil. 2:1-4).

	How does the “mission” of God unite us as a family of believers? 
	How does being united as a family help us better focus on the mission? 

	In Practice (Philem. 1:15-18).

	Look around the group. Are there people you should be treating more like a brother or sister? What steps can you take to unify our group as a family?

	How can we display unity to non-believers? Why is this important? 






