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INTERACTIVE TEACHING RESOURCE
SESSION 8

THE MISSION OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Key Statement: God’s people are: 1) called, 2) entrusted, and 3) sent. 

Supplies Needed:
	Video



INTRODUCE THE LESSON

Activity
Begin by asking the students what comes to mind when they hear the word “missionary.” Perhaps for most of them, the term refers to someone who has left home and country to go overseas to tell others about Jesus. For them, being a missionary may be seen as an occupation or career path, especially since many missionaries help to meet the physical needs of the people they are ministering to. Show them the IMB video having to do with international missions located here: http://www.imb.org/main/downloads/flashvideos.asp?mvid=15545&mvidext=mp4

After showing the video, explain to them that even though going overseas to extend the gospel to others does qualify as missionary work, the same can also be said for going across the street or across town, etc. In other words, every believer has been commissioned by King Jesus with a missionary mandate, and that involves sharing the gospel and loving others whether here or abroad. We do this in our families, in our schools, and in our daily interactions with others. It is what every believer aims to do, day by day, as we grow in relationship with God.  

Activity
Ask the students what they think of when they hear the word “ambassador”? As a starting point, share with them the following about Disney’s ambassador program. 

The Disneyland Resort Ambassador Program dates back to 1965 when Walt Disney selected the first ambassador, Julie Reihm. The ambassador serves as the resort’s “Emissary of Goodwill,” as a media representative, and as official host to resort guests. As the official spokesperson, the ambassador offers the outside community a personal relationship with the resort. He or she provides a “face” for the Disneyland Resort and represents it at many media events. He or she is frequently around at the opening of some new show or attraction, whatever new parade is going on, etc. Whenever Disney is involved in some public service, an ambassador will be there. 

Being an ambassador, whether for your home country or for Disney, involves an active commitment on the part of the ambassador, which is going to help us as we consider what it means to be an ambassador for Christ. 

TRANSITION
Explain to the students that learning about the mission God has given His people is the topic for today’s lesson, and that by the end, your prayer is that they are encouraged by what God’s Word says, as well as empowered to be more intentional about living on mission in their daily lives.  

Pressed for Time?
Given the nature of the topic and the fact that each point can be minimized to save time, we encourage you to attempt to cover all three points, whether in one setting or in multiple sessions. If you are need to cover all three points in one session, go through the material beforehand and decide which direction and how much time to spend on each point. 

Additional Questions
Called (Acts 1:4-8).
	What does it mean to be “called” to be a missionary? How do we respond to the call of all believers to be missionaries?
	How can you be a missionary in your setting this week? 

	Entrusted (1 Cor. 1:18-25).

	In today’s culture, the gospel message is often “offensive” to many people. How can we share God’s truth without caving to the pressure of the culture? 
	How should we respond to Christ entrusting us with His message of good news?

	Sent (2 Cor. 5:14-21). 

	What does being an ambassador for Christ look like? 
	How does understanding ourselves as ambassadors to the world change our everyday attitudes and behaviors? 



