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INTERACTIVE TEACHING RESOURCE
SESSION 7

THE GRACE-SHAPED FAMILY OF GOD

Key Statement: The grace of God: 1) assimilates us, 2) shapes us, and 3) strengthens us. 

Supplies Needed:
	Paper/Pens
	Video



INTRODUCE THE LESSON

Activity
Before class begins, write the following question in a place visible to the whole class: “What is grace?” When students enter the classroom, give them each a sheet of paper and pen and ask them to take a minute and jot down some ideas on what grace is. After students have taken a minute, begin a class discussion on what the students have come up with. (Be sure to help students distinguish between definitions of grace and acts of grace.) Afterwards, consider watching the “What is Grace?” video on bluefishtv.com as an example of how random people on the street answer this question. 

TRANSITION
Explain to the students that it can be difficult sometimes to explain something on the spot, especially if we haven’t thought much about what is being asked. There is a lot we have heard of, but when pressed to really explain something in any detail, we are often at a loss for words. Christians should, however, be able to speak confidently and clearly about the grace of God, for it is by the grace of God that we are followers of Christ and have a relationship with Him. From here, turn to the lesson to begin the lesson on grace. 
 
Pressed for Time?
Given that the grace of God is central to Christianity–as seen in the fact that we are saved by grace, shaped by grace, and sustained and strengthened by grace–and that it is important that students both understand grace and be equipped to talk about grace with others, we encourage that all points be overviewed in the lesson. In order to do so, you may need to shorten each point to some degree, which would be something to do at your own discretion. 

Additional Questions

Assimilates Us (Acts 15:1-5). 
	How do we sometimes try to “earn” grace? Why is this impossible? 
	How should we respond to fellow brothers and sisters in Christ who may have a different background or look different than us? What are practical ways to be sure they feel included?

	Shapes Us (Gal. 2:15-21). 

	How do we sometimes let legalism or church “rules” control the way we treat others?
	How should we let Christ’s grace shape our attitudes and behaviors? 

	Strengthens Us (James 2:18-26). 

	Discuss the difference between knowing God with our actions and knowing God in our minds. If we truly have a relationship with Him, how should we respond in our actions? 
	How can we show our faith with good works? 





