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INTERACTIVE TEACHING RESOURCE
SESSION 4
(Feel free to utilize the following material as a supplemental interactive resource to the Student Leader Guide.)

THE SUFFERING MESSIAH-KING

Key Statement: Jesus is the suffering Messiah, sacrificial Lamb, and selfless King. 

Supplies Needed:
	Video

List/Slideshow of World Religions

INTRODUCE THE LESSON

Activity
(Some of today’s activities may be more suited for older and/or more mature students. Read through them and make age-appropriate accommodations if necessary when teaching younger students).

One of the goals for this lesson is stressing the point that everyone, no matter what their situation in life may be, no matter their background or religion, has to give an answer to Jesus’ question when He asked, “Who do you say I am?” One activity to get them thinking in this direction would be to come up with a list or slideshow of different world religions stating specifically what they believe about Jesus. (For instance, in Mormonism, Jesus was created as a spirit child by the father and mother in heaven and is the “elder brother” of all men and spirit beings; in Jehovah’s Witnesses, Jesus is not God but was instead Michael the archangel before he lived on earth; in Islam, Jesus is considered a prophet; in Judaism, Jesus is sometimes seen as either an extremist or a good but martyred rabbi; etc.) In the first place, this activity will illustrate to the students that no one is exempt from this question–everyone has to give an answer, even if that answer is incorrect. Secondly, it can lead students further into the Scriptures for the answer as they see other religions not taking into consideration what God’s Word says on the matter. 

Activity
Another activity to do for older or more mature students would be to watch the following video from Highway Media:  http://www.highwaymedia.org/Who-Is-Jesus-P818.aspx
The title of the video is “Who is Jesus?” and it provides a revealing look at how people in our culture answer this question. (It should be noted that reference to this video does not mean that we endorse or approve of all of the content produced by Highway Media.) 

TRANSITION
After illustrating the point that everyone is to give a response to this question, direct the students’ attention to the fact that this means them as well. Where will they turn to for an answer? How do they know whether their answer is correct? At this point, direct the students’ attention to the Personal Study Guide and proceed along with the Leader Guide.

Pressed for Time?
Depending upon your group, and possible time constraints you may have, you may want to maximize your time by emphasizing a couple of points rather than trying to cover it all. If that is the case, you will need to be selective of what points you will emphasize, and trying to discern which ones can be difficult, given that each point is unique and contributes to the whole of the lesson.
With that said, you may consider the following points worth emphasizing for a condensed study: Jesus is the (1) suffering Messiah and (2) sacrificial Lamb. In doing so, you will demonstrate both the identity of our Messiah-King and the new covenant that he established through His sacrifice. (Of course, if this route is taken, it is always good to encourage your students to review those missed points in their personal study guide at home.)

Additional Questions

	How does Christ’s suffering reveal that He is, in fact, the Messiah for which the Jewish people had been waiting? 


	As Peter acknowledged Christ’s identity, how does he also acknowledge His mission? 


	How should we respond to Christ’s identity as the Messiah who came to suffer? 


	How is Jesus like the lamb from the first Passover in Egypt? 


	What does Jesus’ sacrifice mean for us and our obedience to the Jewish law?


	How should we respond to Jesus’ sacrifice?


	Why was Jesus’ sacrifice selfless?


	What should our response be to Christ’s suffering on the cross for our sins? 


	How can we find courage in Christ’s sacrifice to be a part of His mission today?




