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INTERACTIVE TEACHING RESOURCE
SESSION 3
(Feel free to utilize the following material as a supplemental interactive resource to the Student Leader Guide.)

THE POWER OF THE KINGDOM

Key Statement: Jesus’ miracles signified His compassion, power, and identity

Supplies Needed:
	Various Pictures

Concordances/Bibles
Pen and Paper

INTRODUCE THE LESSON

Activity
Have students break into groups with each group having at least one Bible concordance per group and a Bible per group member. Instruct students to look up references having to do with angels in Scripture, especially noting those instances where angels/demons and humans have interaction. Tell them to note different things about these encounters: what stood out to them, where there any supernatural acts of display, what was the response on the part of the humans, etc. Afterwards, come back and share with the class what each group discovered.

Activity
Display pictures of people from a wide variety of backgrounds, ethnicities, occupations, etc. For each picture, inquire as to how culture would probably respond to that person and how Jesus would respond to that person. To challenge students to think more specifically and truthfully about their responses to each individual, tell them to suppose that your youth group was having lunch at a popular restaurant in town and that the person in each picture sat down at the very next table in the restaurant. Then, discuss their probable responses to each individual.

Discuss the fact that Jesus’ response is so often different from what we think and expect. Lead students to offer suggestions as to why this is. What does this say about Jesus’ compassion?

TRANSITION
After doing an intro activity, ask the students for examples of past kings, presidents, or those in authority who had a lot of power and whether they used this power for good or bad. Did they demonstrate compassion and mercy along with the power they had? Or was their power an outlet of anger and an opportunity to oppress others? (Be able to cite historic examples in case the students are unable to recall any examples.) 
At this point, direct the students’ attention to the Personal Study Guide and proceed along with the Leader Guide.
Pressed for Time?
Depending upon your group, and possible time constraints you may have, you may want to maximize your time by emphasizing a couple of points rather than trying to cover it all. If that is the case, you will need to be selective of what points you will emphasize, and trying to discern which ones can be difficult, given that each point is unique and contributes to the whole of the lesson.

With that said, you may consider the following points worth emphasizing for a condensed study: Jesus’ miracles signified (1) His compassion and (2) His power. (Of course, if this route is taken, it is always good to encourage your students to review those missed points in their personal study guides at home.)

In talking about King Jesus’ compassion, cite several examples of Jesus’ compassion throughout the gospels (healing the lepers, associating with social outcasts, feeding the hungry, dying for sinners, etc.), emphasizing that He is a King who loves and cares for His people.

In discussing King Jesus’ power, recall what the groups learned from their Bible search about angels and human interactions with angels. Emphasize that angels in the Bible are not the way culture describes them–as little chubby babies with wings flying around, etc. In fact, often times when a human encounters an angel in the Bible, the result is often one of extreme fear. Not only that, but you get a glimpse into the power of angels by seeing the supernatural acts of the incredible strength they display. (This is seen in demons too.) After emphasizing the power that we see demonstrated through angels and demons, emphasize to the students how much more powerful Jesus must be, given that He created them and sustains them. Illustrate this by showing the demons’ response to Jesus in the gospels and how they were terrified of what He could do (Mark 5:1-20).  

In addition, you can get the students to think about power by providing some video clips and statistics from some of the strongest men contests, weightlifting competition, etc., or by providing clips and statistics from some of the damage caused by recent natural disasters, such as Hurricane Katrina, Tsunami, Joplin Tornadoes, etc. (if you choose to show photos/videos of these events, be cautious and discerning in making them age-appropriate). 




Additional Questions

	How does Christ show His compassion in your own life? What should be your response to this compassion?


	How do you recognize Jesus’ power in your own life?


	What are some ways that we can show Christ’s compassion to others in our daily lives?


	What is the danger of wanting Jesus’ power without recognizing His authority?


	How did Jesus’ actions prove His identity to John? 


	How can our expectations of what should be happening endanger our perception of what God is doing in our lives?






