file_0.png

file_1.pic



INTERACTIVE TEACHING RESOURCE
SESSION 2
(Feel free to utilize the following material as a supplemental interactive resource to the Student Leader Guide.)

THE TEACHING OF THE KINGDOM

Key Statement: The kingdom of God is present, is powerful, is proclaimed, and is authoritative.
Supplies Needed:
	Video Camera Capability
	Index Cards
	Pens/Dry Erase Markers


INTRODUCE THE LESSON

Activity
This first activity will help your group in two ways: 1) It will provide a fun way where they start thinking about the kingdom of God, and 2) it shows you, the teacher, what some of the preconceived notions the students have concerning the kingdom. To begin, divide the class into groups, each group having at least one cell phone capable of shooting video (you can also use video apps for additional video effects, but be cautious as some downloadable video apps require that the user be of a certain age before downloading). Once the groups have been divided, instruct students that they are to record a video illustrating what the Kingdom of God is and what it looks like. Encourage creativity on their part, allowing them about 10-15 minutes to complete. Once finished, allow groups to share their videos with the rest of class, with someone from the group explaining how their video sample illustrates an aspect of the kingdom. 

Game Tips: Students like to be creative with multimedia tools, and this is a great way to get them started in thinking about the kingdom. In fact, you could have them do it again, at the end of the lesson, and see how their second video is different from the first now that they have learned the material.



TRANSITION
When the game ends, direct the students’ attention to the teaching session. For those who took part in the video activity, point out the fact that while maybe some of their video illustrations were good in pointing out some things about the kingdom of God, it is equally true that many of our assumptions will be challenged as we learn what Jesus had to say about the kingdom of God. Then transition by saying that what they are about learn in today’s lesson has to do with the greatest kingdom ever to exist, and the greatest King ever to reign. It is not a make-believe kingdom that you sometimes hear in the storybooks or see on Disney, but a true kingdom that exists now and into the future.
At this point, direct the students’ attention to the Personal Study Guide and proceed along with the Leader Guide.
Pressed for Time?
Depending upon your group, and possible time constraints you may have, you may want to maximize your time by emphasizing a couple of points rather than trying to cover it all. If that is the case, you will need to be selective of what points you will emphasize, and trying to discern which ones can be difficult, given that each point is unique and contributes to the whole of the lesson.

With that said, you may consider the following points worth emphasizing for a condensed study: The kingdom of God is: 1) present, 3) proclaimed, and 4) authoritative. Given that the power of the kingdom is its own lesson (Session 3), really emphasize the authority of King Jesus. (Of course, if this route is taken, it is always good to encourage your students to review those missed points in their personal study guides at home.)

In talking about the kingdom of God being present, be sure to emphasize that at the heart of the kingdom of God is the concept of “the reign of God.” This would also be a good opportunity to point out for those that did the video activity that just as they had preconceived notions of what the kingdom of God was like, so did the first century Jews. Then go on to show how their understanding didn’t have a complete biblical perspective as described on p. 21 in the Leader Guide.

When talking about the kingdom of God being proclaimed, spend some time emphasizing the parable about the four different types of soil. Drive home the point that even now during this lesson, the heart of each student would likely fall under one of these categories. Emphasize the importance of always doing a “heart check” before coming to church or a Bible study, praying that God would allow our hearts to be like the good soil, and that His word would fall on the good soil of our heart and produce a harvest of righteousness. 

Finally, spend some time teaching students about what it means for King Jesus to have authority in the Kingdom of God. Emphasize Jesus’ title of King of kings, and Lord of lords, and discuss the authority that goes with it.



Additional Interactions 
After teaching on Jesus’ authority, consider the following activities to illustrate the point. 

Older Youth
Distribute an index card to each student. Instruct them to list an area or situation in which they struggle to allow God to be the authority. Close with time of silent prayer. Encourage students to pray that they would give God control of that area. Challenge students to find someone who could be an accountability partner in regard to the area(s) mentioned.

Younger Youth
At the top of the board write, “If we really believe God is in control,” then divide the remainder of the board into two sections. Label the left section, “We will…” and the right section, “We won’t….” Encourage students to call out actions, attitudes, and thoughts that will and won’t be a part of their lives if they allow God to have ultimate authority.

All Students
Play clips from the movie Bruce Almighty (Universal Studios, 2003) or Evan Almighty (Universal Studios, 2007) that show God orchestrating events so that Bruce/Evan finally see God at work in his life. (Or enlist a technologically savvy student to prepare this presentation.) Share a testimony of events in your own life in which you didn’t see God’s authority but now you understand that God was in complete control.

Write the following phrases on index cards: John, John’s parents, John’s boss, John’s principal, John’s teacher, John’s girlfriend, John’s coach, John’s little brother, and God. Explain that they are to analyze John and the authorities in his life. Place the “John” card on the ground. Display one card at a time and allow the group to place each card above or below the other cards to demonstrate whose authority is supreme. Save the “God” card for last. Ask: If John truly lived by this standard, how would he demonstrate that God’s authority is best?

Additional Questions

Why do you think the Jewish people were expecting a traditional king? How was Jesus not a traditional king?

	How should we respond to Jesus’ good news about His kingdom?


	Why did Jesus need to fulfill Old Testament prophecy like the passage in Isaiah that He read in the synagogue? 


	How should our lives reflect God’s transformational power? 


	How is fruit evident in someone’s life as an instrument of God’s kingdom?


	Why is Jesus’ authority significant to the kingdom? 

How should we respond to Jesus’ authority in our own lives?


