
Volume 7 Adult/Kids Connections (SPR 2014) 
 
Unit 19, Session 1: Daniel and His Friends Obeyed God 
Daniel 1 
 
Christ Connection: Daniel chose to obey God no matter what. God blessed Daniel and his 
friends. Daniel wasn't perfect, but he reminds us of someone who was. Jesus obeyed God 
perfectly and He always pleases God. We please God when we trust in Jesus. 
 
Adult Connection Point: We know from the first chapters of the Bible that God created the first 
humans for lifelong communion with Him and with each other. There was nothing to fear, 
nothing to hide from, no reason to be ashamed. We donʼt know how long Adam and Eve lived in 
sinless communion with God and each other. But what we do know is that this was the original 
plan of God for His creation. It was this that God saw as “very good” (Gen. 1:31).  

Can you imagine a life without shame? No lies to feel guilty for telling. No stealing, coveting, 
cheating, or gossiping. A life without shame is a life without anxiety. Itʼs a life without regret. 
Instead of disappointment, there is satisfaction. Instead of frustration, there is peace. Is this kind 
of life even possible in a world so full of chaos and danger?  

God thinks so. In fact, this is exactly the kind of life God wants you to live. And God made a 
way to take away the shame of His people. Every one of us is called to trust in Christʼs 
atonement to cover our sin and shame. For “the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).  
 
Family Devotion:  
Materials: variety of fresh vegetables, water, hummus (optional) 
  
Prepare a Daniel meal. Encourage your kids to try at least one bite of all the vegetables, dipping 
them into the hummus, if desired. Find out which they liked best and why. 
  
Recall the Bible story and how God gave specific laws about the types of food the Israelites 
could and could not eat. Daniel and his three friends obeyed God even though they were in a 
foreign land and under a foreign king who did not know or care about Godʼs laws. 
 
Ask: “What was Danielʼs plan when the kingʼs servant did not want Daniel to eat different foods?” 
Daniel responded with a sensible plan—a 10-day experiment eating only vegetables and 
drinking only water. Daniel obeyed God even though it was hard to do. 
  
Remind your children that only Jesus obeyed God completely. When a person obeys God, He is 
pleased. When a person disobeys, shame and guilt quickly follow. Of course, all of us will 
disobey, but we can trust Jesus to forgive us of our sins when we confess them. 
  
Try your own 10-day experiment on obeying. Guide each of your kids to think of an area of 
obedience in which he or she needs Godʼs help. After the 10 days, see how hard or easy it was 
to obey. 
  
Pray, asking God to help you in trusting Jesus each day to obey Godʼs Word.  



Unit 19, Session 2: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
Daniel 3 
 
Christ Connection: Only God could rescue Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the fire. 
Jesus is the only One who can save us from our sin. Jesusʼ sacrifice on the cross provided the 
way for us to be rescued and have eternal life. 
 
Adult Connection Point: See Luke 2:14,20.  

God asked Abraham to do something very difficult—to sacrifice his own son. Abraham was 
committed to obeying God. He had been obedient in leading his son up the mountain, building 
an altar, arranging the kindling, and binding Isaacʼs hands. And now the time had come to raise 
the dagger above his head. Abraham was able to obey because, even in the heat of the 
moment, he believed what he had said to his son: “God will provide for himself” (Gen. 22:8).  

But how? At this point in the story, there was no ram in sight. Abraham did not trust himself to 
obey; he trusted God to provide. That was the kind of faith that enabled his obedience. Just in 
time God provided a lamb for Abraham to sacrifice. Abraham praised God. Abraham wanted 
people to remember Godʼs goodness. He built an altar on the mountain so that anyone passing 
by would see that it was Godʼs grace, and not Abrahamʼs actions, that spared the life of Isaac.  

God provided Jesus as the way to rescue us from our sin. When Jesus was born the 
heavenly host sang praises to God, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to 
people He favors!” (Luke 2:14). The shepherds heard the message and then they shared it: 
“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard, just as 
they had been told” (Luke 2:20).  
 
Family Devotion:  
Materials: firewood, matches (optional) 

If possible, hold your family devotion near the fireplace or outside by a campfire. Using materials 
in the house or outside, build the tallest “idol” you can, and then talk about the differences 
between an idol and God. Mention God is the Creator—idols are created. God is living—idols 
are not. 

Choose one of your children to recall the Bible story. Ask: “What is something new or interesting 
you learned from the Bible story about God?” 

Remind your kids that the men walked in the fire, yet came out untouched. The ropes burned, 
but the men did not have one flesh wound or even smell of smoke. (You might want to take a 
smell test to see who smells like smoke at this point!) 

Read Daniel 3:16-18. Ask: “What does this passage say about the faith of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego?” Only a living God could save Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from this 
fiery furnace and only Jesus can rescue us from our sin. No piece of wood, metal or stone, no 
matter how tall, can save us! 

Remove or break down your created idol and bow down. Pray to the one true living God, 
thanking Him for sending Jesus to rescue people from their sins. 

 
 
  



 
Unit 19, Session 3: God Gave Daniel Wisdom 
Daniel 5 
 
Christ Connection: God used Daniel's wisdom to get the king's attention about his pride. The 
king acted like he was better than God. God humbled the king. Jesus humbled Himself by dying 
on the cross for our sin. God raised up Jesus and gave Him honor. When we humble ourselves 
and trust in Jesus, God will raise us up too, and we will be with Him forever in heaven. 
 
Adult Connection Point:  

Itʼs the kindness of the Lord that will lead us to repentance, not merely His majesty. How is 
Godʼs kindness demonstrated? In His provision of protection. God has made a way for us to be 
protected from His own righteous wrath and to pay for sin that would keep us out of heaven.  

How much money do you think it would take to cover the United States in one-dollar bills? If 
you guessed 1 trillion dollars, youʼd be way off. It would take 886 trillion dollars; thatʼs 2.8 million 
per person in the United States. Thatʼs a lot of green! What would you do with 2.8 million 
dollars?  

According to Ephesians 1:7-8, we are even richer. God has lavished all His wealth on those 
who are redeemed by the blood of His Son. Just imagine! The God who owns the cattle on a 
thousand hills (Ps. 50:10) and all the storehouses of heaven is saying that His wealth is yours. 
In fact, the riches that you possess in Jesus Christ—on earth and in heaven—are so 
encompassing that the sum of them can never be accurately calculated. When we trust in Jesus 
Christ, who has been slain for us, we have everything we need forever!! Take a look: “We have 
redemption in Him through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 
of His grace that He lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.”  
 
Family Devotion:  
Materials: glove 
  
Give a glove to one child and direct him to print a word in the air using one finger from the 
gloved hand. Direct the rest of the family to guess the word. Continue the game until everyone 
has had a chance. 
  
Recall the story then ask: “What did the words MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN mean?” God 
gave Daniel the wisdom and understanding he needed to understand the meaning of the words. 
Because Daniel worshiped and obeyed God, God revealed to him that Belshazzar would soon 
die because he had not humbled himself before God, thus the kingdom would be taken over by 
two other nations. 
  
Ask: “What was Belshazzar's main problem?” Belshazzar had a problem with pride. Pride is 
simply exalting oneself to a high position, in this case, above God. His other problems included 
using the silver and gold containers for parties and worshiping foreign gods. Belshazzar did not 
learn from King Nebuchadnezzarʼs mistakes, thus, God had to humble him, too. 
  
Remind your kids that Jesus is the example we want to follow. He humbled Himself to death on 
a cross—always following Godʼs plan for His life. When one humbles himself and trusts in Jesus, 
God will raise up that person. 
  
Bow down, humbling yourself before God, asking Him to help your family trust Jesus in all 
circumstances so you can live with Him forever in heaven. 
  



 
Unit 19, Session 4: Daniel Was Rescued from the Lions 
Daniel 6 
 
Christ Connection: God showed His power to rescue Daniel from the lions, but Daniel was just 
a small part of a much bigger story. God ultimately rescued us from a much bigger problem—sin 
and death—through His Son, Jesus. 
 
Adult Connection Point:  

All of us have been far, far away from Godʼs family; every one of us was once an enemy of 
God in need of reconciliation (Col. 1:21). Sin keeps us from God. However, God sent His Son 
Jesus Christ to obtain an eternal rescue for us through His blood. In order to properly love our 
neighbors, we first must be reconciled with God. For the love we share with one another flows 
directly out of the fountain of love that we ourselves have been shown—an unconditional, 
uncompromising agape love that selflessly gives itself away without the promise of return. God 
deserves the best, and we ought to offer praise gratefully and joyfully, not out of duty and 
obligation. 

 
Voices from the Church 
“We are reconciled first to God in Christ, then to one another in covenant community, and 

third to what God is doing in the renewal of all creation.”  
—Matt Chandler [Matt Chandler and Jared Wilson, The Explicit Gospel (Wheaton: Crossway, 

2012), 144.] 
 
  

Family Devotion:  
If Dad is up for it, act out this story by letting him play Daniel while the kids are lions. Direct the 
kids to practice their best roars before starting. Mom can play the part of the angel and stop the 
lions from getting to Daniel anytime she holds up her hand. 
  
Choose one of your kids to retell Daniel 5. Ask: “What were some reasons the other leaders did 
not like Daniel?” The governors and supervisors were jealous of Daniel. They knew he loved 
God and that King Darius favored him. Yet, Daniel did not care what man thought, he only 
wanted to please God. No one was going to tell him he could not pray to his God even if it 
meant his life. 
 
Remind your children that God knew where Daniel was and what the supervisors and governors 
had done to him. Yet, God loved Daniel and rescued him from the lions. He miraculously shut 
the lionsʼ mouths, and Daniel walked away untouched. Daniel trusted and was saved by His 
God. In the same way, we are rescued from our sins and death when we trust in Jesus. 
  
Pray, thanking God for saving each believing member of your family from sin and death. Ask 
Him to reveal Jesus to those who do not yet know Him.  



Unit 20, Session 1: The Triumphal Entry 
Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19 
 
Christ Connection: During Jesusʼ triumphal entry, the people welcomed Him as King. Jesus 
was the Messiah spoken about by the prophet Zechariah: “Look, your King is coming to you; He 
is righteous and victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” 
(Zechariah 9:9). 
 
Adult Connection Point:  

The Jewish people offered sacrifices to God to make up for their sin. These offerings pointed 
forward to Jesus Christ, whose work purifies our hearts, cleanses our consciences, and frees us 
to do good deeds for His glory. Thankfully, the New Testament shows how Christʼs atoning work 
cleanses our consciences so we are freed to serve God on His mission.  

Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem to participate in the Passover, just one of the special 
festivals the Jewish people celebrated. He also knew what was ahead of Him as He entered 
Jerusalem. Hebrews 9:13-14 reminds us that Jesus offered himself up willingly as the Messiah: 
“For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a 
heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God.” 

 
Family Devotion:  
Guide your children to think of a person/athlete/celebrity they would like to pretend to be. Think 
about how that person would make an entrance. For example, a pianist might enter the stage, 
bow, flip his coat tails, and then sit on a piano bench and play. Allow each family member to act 
out his chosen person while the family members guess the person. (A preschooler could help 
you act out a celebrity.) 
  
Recall the Bible story from the Gospels. Ask: “What Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled in 
this Bible story?” Prophecies written down in the Book of Zechariah, the Book of Psalms, and 
the Book of Isaiah all came to pass in Jesus life—right down to the details of the mode of 
transportation as He entered Jerusalem. 
  
Remind your kids that Godʼs plan to offer His Son, Jesus, as the sacrifice for all sin was moving 
forward. The people from the Passover festival crowded the streets to greet and praise Jesus. 
They shouted “Hosanna” to Him—even the children. If they didnʼt praise Him, Jesus said the 
rocks would! 
  
Ask: “What title did the crowd give Jesus?” The crowds shouted, “Our king is here!” Jesus 
entered Jerusalem as a humble yet victorious King-—victorious over sin and death. Not 
everyone was happy with this King, but they could not stop Godʼs plan. 
  
Play one of the songs from this session and march around your home praising Jesus as King. 
Complete your time by praying and thanking God for sending Jesus as a sacrifice for your sins. 
 
  



 
Unit 20, Session 2: Jesusʼ Crucifixion and Resurrection 
Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18 
 
Christ Connection: The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus is the center of the gospel. We 
deserve to die because of our sin, but Jesus died in our place. He was the blood sacrifice made 
once and for all for the forgiveness of sin. God was pleased with Jesusʼ sacrifice and raised 
Jesus from the dead to reign as King over all creation. We are forgiven only through Jesus. 
(Acts 4:12) 
 
Adult Connection Point:  

The ultimate point of the story about Moses striking the rock was to anticipate Jesus—the 
struck Rock, the Savior by whose death the living water of eternal life has been abundantly 
provided. Surely those of us who have come to Jesus are now called to point others to Him. 

 
“Had the Lord remained on His throne in glory, He would never have been our Savior. That 

exalted head could not save apart from the pierced throne-crowned brow. That hand that held 
the scepter and that holds the seven stars could never save us were it not nailed to the Cross. 
And that glorious body, clothed in the clouds of heaven, the shekinah glory of God could never 
have been our Savior had it not been submitted to the ignominious shame of being naked and 
broken and nailed to the tree. We are saved by the smitten rock. We are saved by the sufferings 
of the Son of God.”  

–W. A. Criswell (1909-2002) [W. A. Criswell, “And That Rock Was Christ,” W. A. Criswell 
Sermon Library [online], 23 October 1955 [cited 16 May 2013]. Available from the 
Internet: www.wacriswell.com.] 

 
Family Devotion:  
Materials: paper, pencil, basket or bowl 

Direct your family to pray silently, asking God to reveal a sin in each oneʼs life. Family members 
should then print this sin on a piece of paper, fold it, and place it in a basket. (Preschoolers 
could whisper this in a parentʼs ear, and the parent could print it. Note that preschoolers may not 
yet be aware of personal sin.) Keep these in the bowl until the end of the devotional. 

Recall the death and resurrection of Jesus by asking your children to remember parts of the 
story. Ask: “Why did Jesus have to die on the cross?” Challenge your kids to think of several 
reasons. Some answers could be: Because God loves us. So our sins can be forgiven. So we 
can have a relationship with God. So we can have eternal life. 

Remind your kids that Godʼs plan was coming to pass. He planned to bring us back into 
relationship with Him after the fall of Adam and Eve. After all these years, king after king, 
sacrifice after sacrifice, only Jesusʼ death and resurrection could satisfy Godʼs dealing with sin 
and death.  

Read Matthew 28:5-6. Ask: “What is the good news of this Bible story?” The good news is that 
Jesus died and then rose from the dead! He now rules as King over all creation. 

Lead your family in a time of prayer, asking for forgiveness for each of the sins written down 
earlier. Thank God for sending Jesus to die for your sins so you can have a relationship with 
Him.  



 
Unit 20, Session 3: Jesus Appeared to the Disciples  
Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-29; Acts 1:3,9-11 
 
Christ Connection: God made Jesus alive again! For 40 days, Jesus presented Himself to at 
least 500 people and proved that He is alive. (1 Corinthians 15:3-8) Jesus is still alive today. 
 
Adult Connection Point:  

Jesus is the only human who “did not know sin.” He never sinned, and both He and His 
closest followers, Peter and John, explicitly attested to this (John 8:46; 1 Pet. 2:22; 1 John 3:5). 
God made Him “to be sin.” He identified 100 percent with the sin of the world when He died on 
the cross (John 1:29). When Jesus arose from the dead, He gave us the opportunity to be 
reconciled to God.  

Because of the resurrection, those who have been united with Christ are necessarily joined 
with His mission. We can share that Jesus is alive with others as Godʼs ambassadors: 
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, certain that God is appealing through us. We plead 
on Christʼs behalf, ʻBe reconciled to God.ʼ He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for 
us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:20-21). 
 
Family Devotion:  
Materials: paper, pencils 
  
Play a game called “Prove it!” Before your family time, print on slips of paper these actions: I can 
roll my tongue. I can stand on one leg for 15 seconds. I can whistle “Jesus Loves Me.” I can 
wiggle my ears. I can lift my dog/cat. I can hold my breath for 10 seconds. Add other activities 
your family could do. Allow your family members to choose a slip of paper. 
  
Recall the story then ask: “What are some actions Jesus performed to prove He was alive and 
not a ghost?” Besides appearing to the disciples, He showed them His wounds, ate food, and 
allowed Thomas to touch Him. At least 500 other witnesses had contact with Jesus before He 
went back up to heaven! 
  
Ask: “What did Jesus tell His disciples to do after He ate with them?” Jesus told His disciples He 
was sending them to be His witnesses and to tell others He was alive. Emphasize that Jesus is 
still alive today. 
  
Print on slips of paper names of people you know who do not believe Jesus is alive. Be 
intentional about praying for your list and asking God to give you opportunities to share the good 
news of Jesus with them in the days and weeks ahead. 
  
Pray, asking God to give you courage and opportunities to share Jesus with others.  



Unit 21, Session 1: Obadiah the Prophet 
Obadiah 1-21 
 
Christ Connection: God used Obadiah to give a message to His people. Even though they 
were mistreated by the people of Edom, God was still in control. God showed His people that 
He is ruler of all the earth, and in the end, Jesus will set up His kingdom and make all things 
right. 
 
Adult Connection Point: 

 Voices from Church History 
“His new birth from the dead was made a way for us also, since the pains of death, wherein 

we were held, were loosed by the resurrection of the Lord.”   
–Gregory of Nyssa (circa 331-395) [Gregory of Nyssa, “Against Eunomius,” in Nicene and 

Post-Nicene Fathers, Second Series, vol. 5, eds. Philip Schaff and Henry Wace (Peabody, MA: 
Hendrickson, reprint 1893), 113.] 

 
Jesus went to the cross in obedience to Godʼs call. As a result, God raised Him from the 

dead and exalted Him as Lord of all. Todayʼs believers, united with Jesus Christ in His 
resurrection, are also called. We are called to join in Godʼs heart and to be involved in carrying 
the message of the gospel around the world. We are challenged to join Christ in His mission and 
to model His missionary heart. (See Acts 2:24-28.) 
 
Family Devotion:  
Materials: paper, markers 
  
Give each member of your family a piece of paper and a marker. Give them real-life situations 
where someone is mistreated and then direct each person to draw a face of how he would feel if 
he was the one mistreated. For example, ask: “What if you received a new coat for Christmas 
then lost it at school? A day later, you see a friend of yours wearing the exact same coat. How 
would you feel?” Think of other scenarios your children may have already experienced. 
  
Remind them of the Bible story how the nation of Edom was mistreating Judah even though the 
two nations were formed from twin brothers! Edom stole from Judah. They did not help Judah 
when they needed it, and even laughed as Judah was attacked. 
  
Ask: “What are some reasons Edom did not want to help Judah?” God told Obadiah that the 
Edomites did not love God. They worshiped false idols and were prideful, trusting in themselves 
instead of God. 
  
Remind your kids that God knew what was happening. He helped His people in Judah, but 
punished the people of Edom. Even though it did not seem like it, God was in control and made 
things right. One day Jesus will return and right all the wrong. 
  
Pray, thanking God that He is in control. Ask God to help your family trust Him only.  



Unit 21, Session 2: Zerubbabel Led the Captives Home  
Ezra 1:1–2:2; 2:64–3:13 
 
Christ Connection: Zerubbabel led God's people back to the temple to rebuild it. The temple 
was the place where God met with His people on earth. Jesus came to earth to rescue Godʼs 
people. One day Jesus will return to restore a greater home for all of God's people, and we will 
spend eternity with Him. 
 
Adult Connection Point:  

Peter pointed to Jesusʼ demeanor during suffering and then encouraged Christians to live the 
same way. The distinguishing mark of a Christian is that we rejoice in our suffering. Think about 
it. We donʼt merely endure suffering but we also rejoice through the pain because we know of 
the resurrection that is coming. For us to be a witness to Jesus in this world, we should 
remember that God doesnʼt deliver us out of sufferings in this life; He delivers us into them and 
through them.  

How can we show a world in the midst of tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, 
nakedness, danger, or sword that there is hope? Not by standing on the outskirts and yelling 
that there is hope but by stepping into the misery of others—just as Jesus did for us—and 
showing there is hope. The Christian is not called to a life of no suffering but to a life of suffering 
in hope. (See 1 Peter 2:21-25.) 
 
Family Devotion: 
Materials: stones or building materials 
  
Instruct your kids to build an altar with the stones. Show them a picture from your Bible or 
computer to help them get started. 
  
If it is nice outside, take your family for a walk and talk about the Bible story. (Otherwise, just 
walk around your house.) As you return to your house direct them to the altar you built. Ask: 
“How long had the Israelites been away from home? Why were they taken captive?” 
  
Remind your family that God had promised His people He would bring them back home and 
finally, the Israelites were back in Jerusalem! When they returned they rebuilt the altar and the 
foundation for the temple. The temple was the place where God met His people.  
  
Ask: “What did the people do after the work had been completed on the foundation and the 
altar?” Even though many were not pleased with the unfinished temple, the people sang and 
shouted praises to God. 
 
Repeat the litany several times with your family saying it louder each time: 

Parent: The Lord is good. 
Kids: His faithful love will last forever. 

 
Pray, thanking God that He will someday restore a greater home for you, and you will spend 
eternity with Him. Play a praise song and make your own praise dance.  



Unit 21, Session 3: Haggai, Prophet to Judah 
Haggai 1–2 
 
Christ Connection: Godʼs people struggled to do what God wanted them to do. God chose 
Zerubbabel to help the people finish the temple. Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
do Godʼs will. Jesus died and rose again to free us from sin so that we can do His will. 
 
Adult Connection Point: 

 Voices from the Church 
“Our job is not to transform people into Christians nor to convict them of their sin. It is not our 

responsibility to make people do what they ought to do. Our task is to bring them to Jesus, and 
He will perform His divine work in their lives.”  

–Henry Blackaby [Henry Blackaby, Experiencing God Day by Day (Nashville: B&H, 
1998), 295.] 

 
One of the most beautiful truths of salvation is that God has done everything necessary to 

remove the sin barrier to a relationship with Him. He doesnʼt simply hide our sins; when we 
repent and believe, He forgives our sins and removes our guilt through Jesus. We are made 
pure, and our broken relationship with God is restored the moment we trust in the sacrifice of 
the Lamb of God. 

Disciples of Jesus must be committed to the mission of their Savior and Lord. Jesus said, “A 
disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher” (Luke 
6:40). When we enter into a relationship with God through Jesus, we are committing to become 
like Jesus. His way of life becomes our way of life. His love becomes our love. His mission 
becomes our mission. The presence of the Holy Spirit in Godʼs people empowers us to fulfill the 
mission of God, thus giving us a purpose beyond our own salvation. Through the saving power 
of the gospel and the filling of our hearts with Godʼs Spirit, we are empowered to join Godʼs 
rescue mission—one person at a time. 
 
Family Devotion: 
Materials: puzzle 

Direct your family to the puzzle pieces on the floor. Inform them you are going to put the puzzle 
together while the rest of the family tries to prevent you from completing it. (Note: Give in a few 
times, especially if you have preschoolers.) Feel free to whine and complain. 

Recall or re-read the Bible story and then ask: “What were some problems the Israelites ran into 
while building the temple?” Godʼs people were discouraged for several reasons. The neighbors 
continued to interrupt the peopleʼs progress so the Israelites gave up. Some of the blame went 
to the Israelites themselves, though. They were not honoring God by putting themselves first 
instead of God. 

Ask: “How did God encourage the people in His message to Haggai?” Remind your kids that 
God encouraged the people and gave them the strength and resources to do His will—rebuild 
the temple. Jesus always did Godʼs will, and you can too when you ask for His help. 

Share with your family a hard situation you are struggling through. Challenge your kids to think 
of anything they are having a hard time doing that they know God wants them to do. 

Pray, asking God to give you the strength to do His will. 

	    



Unit 21, Session 4: Zechariah, Prophet to Judah 
Zechariah 1–14 
 
Christ Connection: God was going to help His people and give them a different kind of king. 
Jesus is the King who came and rode humbly on a donkey, just as Zechariah said. Because 
Zechariah's prophecy came true in Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of sins when we 
trust in Jesus. 
 
Adult Connection Point:  

Jesus is the true manna, the miracle provision of food from heaven. Because we need life, 
we go to Him in faith. Because we delight in Him, we continue to believe in Him. We return to 
this food again and again. We work at believing, knowing that Godʼs will is for us to be sustained 
and satisfied by Jesus—the Bread of life. 

Left to ourselves, we are hopeless. If the weight of salvation were upon our shoulders, then 
no one would be saved. It is indeed impossible with man. But Jesus answered with some of the 
most comforting words in the Scriptures: “What is impossible with men is possible with God” 
(Luke 18:27). The reason our plight is so utterly hopeless outside of the Fatherʼs initiative to 
draw us to Christ is because of our passion for self-preservation. We donʼt want to die. We donʼt 
want to give up the things we believe give us life.  

Even when the Israelites were given the provision of the manna in the wilderness, they 
grumbled and longed for the days when they ate pots full of meat, leeks, and garlic. They forgot 
those hearty meals came at the price of slavery. Our problem, like theirs, is that even when we 
have been delivered from the things that once ruled over us and enslaved us, we can still wish 
we were back in chains.  
 
Family Devotion:  
Materials: paper, pencil, timer 

Gather your family and instruct them on how to play a game of “Shout it Out!” Allow them one 
minute to shout and guess 10 things associated with a king. Use the list of 10 things below or 
create your own. Start the timer and go! 

Things associated with a king: crown, palace, queen, servants, scepter, throne, army, banquet, 
horses, robe 

Recall the Bible story. Ask: “What did God command His people to do at the beginning of the 
Bible story?” God was angry with His people. The Israelites parents, grandparents, and great-
grandparents had not listened to God. God sent prophet after prophet, but they still kept sinning. 
God told this generation of people to “Return to Me, and I will return to you.” 

Challenge your kids to recall some of the visions God gave to Zechariah about the future of 
Israel. 

Read Zechariah 9:9 from the Bible. Ask: “What were some words God used to describe this new 
king to Zechariah?” Remind your kids of Godʼs promise to bring a special king. This king would 
bring peace to everyone. He would arrive riding a donkey. One day everyone will worship Him. 
Only Jesus fits this role and position of King! 

Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus so you can have hope and forgiveness of sins through 
Him. 

	    



Unit 21, Session 5: The Temple Was Completed 
Ezra 4:24–6:22 
 
Christ Connection: God's people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to worship God. 
Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people. Now God dwells not in the temple, 
but directly with His people. Because of Jesus, we don't need a temple anymore. 
 
Adult Connection Point:  

In the most holy place of the temple was the ark of the covenant, the top of which served as 
the mercy seat, where the blood of the sin offering was to be sprinkled. The ark signified the 
presence of God. A great curtain separated the most holy place from the rest of the temple and 
all those outside to observe the offering. Only when the high priest returned could they know 
that God had accepted the sacrifice.  

According to the author of Hebrews, the death of Jesus ushered in a new era. At the moment 
Jesus died, the curtain separating the most holy place from Godʼs people was split from top to 
bottom. This signified that God Himself was giving open access to His presence (Matt. 27:50-
51).  

The author of Hebrews points back to the events of the cross as the “new and living way” by 
which God made this possible. Jesus the High Priest offered Himself as the full and final 
sacrifice, and the symbol that served as a constant reminder that more sacrifices were 
needed—the curtain—was removed.  

 
 Voices from Church History 
“Christians approach God confidently, completely at home in the situation created by Christʼs 

saving work. They enter ʻthe Most Holy Place,ʼ which, of course, is no physical sanctuary but is, 
in truth, the presence of God. And they entered it by ʻthe blood of Jesus,ʼ i.e., on the basis of his 
saving death.”  

–Leon Morris (1914-2006) [Leon Morris, “Hebrews,” in Hebrews Through Revelation, vol. 
12 in The Expositorʼs Bible Commentary, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1981), 103.] 

 
Family Devotion:  
Materials: interlocking blocks, wooden blocks, or other building material; Bible; computer 
(optional) 
  
Recall the Bible story about the Israelites building only a foundation and an altar (Ezra 1-3) upon 
their return to Jerusalem. Fifteen years had passed and only now were they finally completing 
the temple. Work together as a family and create your own temple. Use pictures from your Bible 
or online to help get started. 
  
Ask: “What was Governor Tattenaiʼs concern about the rebuilding of the temple, and how was it 
resolved?” Reiterate that although a new, foreign king now resided over Judah, Godʼs plan for 
the Israelites to rebuild the temple remained. God once again wanted to reside with His people. 
God not only sent prophets to encourage the people but provided for the supplies from a foreign 
nation! 
  
Summarize the Christ Connection by reminding your family that God wants to reside with His 
people. When He sent Jesus, He did just that. He walked and talked with people. Today, we 
donʼt need to go to a temple to spend time with God, but rather we can have a direct relationship 
with Him through Jesus. 
 
Sing along with one of the songs from Unit 21, celebrating that God wants to relate directly with 
each of you. 
  
Pray, thanking God for sending His Son, Jesus, so you can have a relationship with Him.  



Unit 21, Session 6: Esther Saved Her People 
Esther 1–10  
 
Christ Connection: God was in control over Hamanʼs evil plan to destroy the Jews. Like 
Haman, Satan wants to destroy believers. He thought he had won when Jesus died on the 
cross, but God raised Jesus from the dead and defeated Satan once and for all. 
 
Adult Connection Point:  

God is gathering people from all nations, tribes, and tongues to be the beneficiaries of His 
Sonʼs redemptive and atoning work. This is the foundation of our hope. The Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world will establish a kingdom without end, and all who believe are 
certain to receive the blessings that have been promised by our loving Heavenly Father. And so 
we say, “Come, Lord Jesus.” 

Ours is a mission of invitation, a mission to compel those who find themselves on the outside 
of the kingdom to be reconciled to God through Christ, to have their robes washed in His blood, 
and to have their guilt removed. This is the condition of entry, for no evil will be tolerated in the 
perfect kingdom of God.  

So what does this mean for you? If you are not a believer, then you are invited to come. You 
do not have to find yourself on the outside, for Jesus calls you to repent of sin and enter His 
kingdom.  

If you are a believer in Christ, then you have a responsibility to call out for whosoever will to 
“come,” receive the Living Water, and be born again. You should plead with others to be saved 
through the blood of the Lamb. You are a member of the priestly kingdom, and you represent 
the Savior to everyone you encounter. The thought of people being on the outside should create 
an urgency that shakes us from complacency and apathy and motivates us to share the hope 
that we have in Him. Wonʼt you share the Living Water today? 

See Revelation 7:9-17. 
 
Family Devotion: 
Materials: finger food, tablecloth or blanket, napkins, paper plates 
 
Plan your own family feast and include your kids in setting up the “table” (a blanket on the floor 
with your feast of foods). Keep it simple by providing finger foods. Gather your family around the 
table. Continue to enjoy your feast as you recall the Bible story. 
  
Ask: “What was the problem in todayʼs Bible story?” Remind your children of the evil plan 
hatched by Haman to kill all the Jews. It was up to Esther to approach the king and expose evil 
Hamanʼs plan. The king received Esther and after two feasts she finally had the courage to tell 
the king the truth and put a stop to Hamanʼs plan. 
  
Recall how Mordecai and the Jewish people fasted for Esther before she approached the king to 
invite him to her feasts. Because of their prayers and Estherʼs courage, Satanʼs plans were 
foiled and the Jewish people were saved. 
  
Conclude your time by reassuring your kids that God knew of Hamanʼs evil plan all the time. 
Today you have an enemy that wants to plan evil for your lives, too, but when Jesus died on the 
cross and rose again He defeated Satan once and for all. Satan still prowls around wanting to 
defeat us, but remember He has no rule over us! 
  
Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus to defeat Satan. Ask God to help you be strong when the 
enemy attacks. 


