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INTERACTIVE TEACHING RESOURCE
SESSION 1

Knowing God And Making Him Known
Key Statement: Theology helps us know 1) Our Savior, 2) Our Father, and 3) Our Mission. 

Supplies Needed:
	Video(s)



INTRODUCE THE LESSON

Activity
Begin this option by watching the promotional video for Joshua Harris’ book Dug Down Deep by searching for “Theology Matters - Dug Down Deep - Joshua Harris” in your search engine (free online). 

After the video ends, clarify to your students that everyone, no matter how young or how old, no matter how educated they may be, is a theologian by virtue of having beliefs about God, Jesus, heaven and hell, etc. It’s not a question as to whether people are theologians – the question is whether people are correct in their theological beliefs. And since it is pretty important to have right beliefs about who God is and what He has done, the study of theology is extremely important for our everyday lives.  

Activity
Begin this option by asking students to define certain words like biology (study of life), anthropology (study of man), zoology (study of animals and the animal kingdom), physiology (study of function in living systems), psychology (study of mental functions and behavior), etc. After doing a couple, the students will likely have picked up on the fact that the suffix “-ology” is the root word meaning “study of” and the beginning part refers to the subject itself (ex. bios is the word for life). (Feel free to come up with additional words for them to define.)

After working through your own word list, write the word “theology” on the board or a piece of paper and ask students to define it (study of God). Explain to them that even though theology sounds like a lot of these other words, it is quite different. For instance, we don’t study God like we study something in biology under a microscope. A right study of God involves getting to know God as He has revealed Himself through His Word and Son. It isn’t merely about gaining head knowledge and correct facts about Him but is knowledge that is meant to filter down to our hearts and hands, changing everything about us. 

TRANSITION
We are going to see throughout this lesson how vitally important theology is and how it permeates every aspect of our being. We will see how the study of theology is the study of not only how God has revealed Himself to us but also the story of His redeeming plan through His Son to all who believe.  

Pressed for Time?
If you are pressed for time, instead of deciding which point(s) to cut out completely, consider condensing each point to allow all points to be discussed. This approach will be helpful during this session, especially since each point adds something unique to the overall lesson. 





