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A BILL
for

AN ACT relating to the regulation of firearms and the protection of constitutional rights; providing a 
declaration of authority; prohibiting the enforcement of federal regulation of firearms by state officials; 
providing penalties; and providing for an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:

Section 1. W.S. 9-14-201 through 9-14-203 are created to read:

ARTICLE 2
SECOND AMENDMENT PROTECTION ACT

9-14-201. Short title.

This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Second Amendment Protection Act."

9-14-202. Declaration of authority.

(a) The Second Amendment Protection Act is enacted under the authority of the second and tenth
amendments to the United States Constitution, article 1, section 24 of the Wyoming Constitution,
Wyoming's agreement with the United States that the state adopted when it joined the Union under the
United States Constitution's system of dual sovereignty, and Printz v. United States, 521 U.S. 898
(1997).

(b) The legislature further declares that the authority for W.S. 9-14-201 through 9-14-203 is provided
by the findings in W.S. 6-8-406.

9-14-203. Prohibiting the enforcement of federal regulation of firearms; penalties; defense of Wyoming
citizens.

(a) The following federal acts, laws, executive orders, administrative orders, rules, and
regulations shall be considered   unconstitutional   by the state of Wyoming   and   infringements on 
the people's right to keep and bear arms, as guaranteed by the Second Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States and Article I, Section 24 of the Constitution of Wyoming, within
the borders of this state including, but not limited to:

(1) Any tax, levy, fee, or stamp imposed on firearms, firearm accessories, or ammunition
not common to all other goods and services and that might reasonably be expected to create a 
chilling effect on the purchase or ownership of those items by law-abiding citizens;

(2) Any registration or tracking of firearms, firearm accessories, or ammunition;
(3) Any registration or tracking of the ownership of firearms, firearm accessories, or

ammunition;
(4) Any act forbidding the possession, ownership, use, or transfer of a firearm, firearm

accessory, or ammunition by law-abiding citizens; and



(5) Any act ordering the confiscation of firearms, firearm accessories, or ammunition from
law-abiding citizens.

(a) (b) This state, including and all political subdivisions and entities   of this state are prohibited from
using any state resource, public officer or employee personnel or funds derived from any source
appropriated by the legislature of the state of Wyoming or any other source of funds that originated
within the state of Wyoming to enforce, administer or cooperate with or assist in the enforcement   of
any  unconstitutional act, law, treaty, judicial or executive order, administrative order, rule or
regulation of the United States government that infringes on or impedes the free exercise of individual
rights of law-abiding citizens guaranteed under the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States as defined in section 9-14-203.

(b) (c) Nothing in this act shall limit or restrict this state or political subdivision or entity     of this
state, or any a public servant, as defined in W.S. 6-5-101(a)(vi), from providing assistance to federal
authorities for purposes not specifically identified in subsection (a) of this section. Nothing in this act
shall be construed to prohibit Wyoming officials from accepting aid from federal officials in an
effort to enforce Wyoming laws.   Nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit Wyoming
governmental entities from accepting federal funds for law enforcement purposes   not specifically
identified in subsection (a) of this section.

(c) (d) Any public officer or employee with   supervisory authority servant, as defined in W.S. 20 6-5-
101(a)(vi), who knowingly violates subsection (a) of this section shall be guilty of a   misdemeanor  
violation of a fundamental right and, upon conviction, shall be subject to imprisonment for not
more than one (1) year, a fine of not more than two thousand dollars ($2,000.00), or both subject
to the penalties in W.S. 6-8-405(b).  As used in this subsection, the penalties in W.S. 6-8-405(b) shall be
applied to public servants.

(e) Any political subdivision, entity, or agency of the state that uses resources or employs someone
who acts   knowingly  , to violate the provisions of subsection (a) or otherwise knowingly deprives a 
citizen of Wyoming of the rights or privileges ensured by Amendment II of the Constitution of the
United States or 5 Article I, Section 24 of the Constitution of Wyoming while acting under the 
color of any state or federal law shall be liable to the injured party in an action at law, suit in 
equity, or other proper proceeding for redress, and subject to a civil penalty of fifty thousand 
dollars per occurrence. Any person injured under this section shall have standing to pursue an 
action for injunctive relief with respect to the actions of such individual. The court shall hold a 
hearing on the motion for temporary restraining order and preliminary injunction within thirty 
days of service of the petition.  In such actions, the court may award the prevailing party, other 
than the state of Wyoming or any political subdivision of the state, reasonable attorney's fees and 
costs. Sovereign immunity shall not be an affirmative defense in any action pursuant to this 
section.

(f) For the purposes of this section, the term "law-abiding citizen" shall mean a person who is not
otherwise precluded under state law from possessing a firearm and shall not be construed to 
include anyone who is not legally present in the United States or the state of Wyoming.

(g) It shall not be considered a violation of this act to provide material aid to federal officials who
are in pursuit of a suspect when there is a demonstrable criminal nexus with another state or 
country and such suspect is either not a citizen of this state or is not present in this state.



(h) It shall not be considered a violation of this act to provide material aid to federal prosecution 
for violent felony crimes against a person when such prosecution includes weapons violations 
substantially similar to those found in Title 6, Chapter 8, Sections 6-8-101 through 6-8-406, and 
Title 21, Chapter 8, Section 21-3-132, so long as such weapons violations are merely ancillary to 
such prosecution.  

(i) The federal excise tax rate on arms and ammunition in effect prior to January 1, 2022, which 
funds programs under the Wildlife Restoration Act, shall not be considered to have a chilling 
effect on the purchase or ownership of such arms and ammunition;

Section 2. This act is effective July 1, 2022.

(END)




