
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of (STATE) 
 
SECTION 1 – SHORT TITLE 
 
This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Human Dignity Protection Act." 
 
SECTION 2 – DEFINITIONS 
 
“Torture” means any act by which pain, suffering or severe discomfort, whether physical or 
mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him, or a third 
person, information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed 
or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any 
reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such pain, suffering or severe discomfort is 
inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other 
person acting in an official capacity. 
 
“Enhanced interrogation techniques” means any action falling under the above definition of 
“torture” deemed technically legal under and law, statute, policy or legal interpretation. 
Enhanced interrogation techniques include, but are not limited to, waterboarding, walling, sleep 
deprivation, stress positions, rectal feeding, and prolonged exposure to extreme temperatures. 
 
“Extraordinary Rendition” means the transfer of a person to a foreign nation or jurisdiction for 
imprisonment and interrogation on behalf of the United States government or armed forces. 
 
SECTION 3 – PROHIBITION ON ASSISTANCE TO FEDERAL AGENCIES ENGAGED IN 
RENDITION OR TORTURE 
 
This state, its political subdivisions and their employees acting in an official capacity, shall not 
assist, participate with, or provide material support or resources, to enable or facilitate a federal 
agency, the armed forces of the United States, or their personnel or agents, to take any action 
that would subject a person to extraordinary rendition, torture or enhanced interrogation 
techniques. 
 
SECTION 4 – SANCTIONS ON CORPORATIONS LENDING ASSISTANCE TO FEDERAL 
AGENCIES IN RENDITION OR TORTURE 
 
Upon an official determination by a court of this state that a corporation or other business entity 
is actively, knowingly, and voluntarily assisting, or providing material support or resources, to 
enable or facilitate a federal agency or the armed forces of the United States, or their personnel 
or agents, to take any action that would subject an individual to rendition, torture or enhanced 
interrogation, this state and its political subdivisions shall not: 
 



(1) Contract for any new business with the corporation or other business entity found to 
be in violation of Section 3. 

 
(2) Renew or extend any existing contract with the corporation or other business entity 
found to be in violation of Section 3. 

 
SECTION 5 – ENFORCEMENT 
(A) Any person, may file a complaint with the attorney general if, at the time of the complaint, 
the person offers evidence to support an allegation that the state or political subdivision has 
adopted a rule, order, ordinance, or policy under which the state or political subdivision violates 
Section 2 of this Act. 
 
(B) If the attorney general determines that a complaint filed under Section 4(A) of this act 
against this state or a political subdivision of this state is valid, the attorney general may file a 
petition for a writ of mandamus or apply for other appropriate equitable relief in a district court in 
which the principal office of the state or political subdivision of this state is located to compel the 
state or political subdivision to comply with Section 3 of this Act. 
 

(1) The attorney general may recover reasonable expenses incurred in obtaining relief 
under this Section, including court costs, reasonable attorney's fees, investigative costs, 
witness fees, and deposition costs. 

 
(C) The attorney general may defend any agency or political subdivision of this state that the 
federal government attempts to sue or prosecute for an action or omission consistent with the 
requirements of this section. 
 
SECTION 6 – PENALTIES 
 
(A) An agency of this state or a political subdivision of this state may not receive state grant 
funds if the agency or political subdivision is found to have, by consistent actions, actively, 
knowingly and voluntarily violated Sections 3 of this Act. 
 
State grant funds for the agency or political subdivision shall be denied for the fiscal year 
following the year in which a final judicial determination in an action brought under this section is 
made that the agency or political subdivision has by consistent actions, actively, knowingly and 
voluntarily violated Section 3 of this Act. 
 
(B) A political subdivision denied state funds under Subsection (A) may once again receive state 
funds when the political subdivision is fully compliant with the provisions of this chapter. 
 
(C) Any agent or employee of this state, or of any political subdivision of this state, who 
knowingly violates Section 3 of this act while acting in an official capacity, shall be deemed to 
have resigned any commission from (STATE) which he or she may possess, his or her office 



shall be deemed vacant, and he or she shall be forever thereafter ineligible to any office of trust, 
honor or emolument under the laws of this state. 
 
SECTION 7 – SEVERABILITY 
 
The provisions of this act are hereby declared to be severable and if any provision of this act or 
the application of such provision to any person or circumstance is declared invalid for any 
reason, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this act. 
 
SECTION 8 – EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor. 
 


