
Day 1 - Fran Wilde

The Prompt

There is a point, in the distance, that your character very badly

wants to reach. What is it?

What is the point from which they've started out, what are they

willing to do to get to that point in the distance? What will they

sacrifice?

The bridge is the point between those two places. The bridge is

where what they must do to get there, what they're willing to

sacrifice, and the consequences of those decisions coexist.

Write their story, on the bridge.

Are we ready? Today is Day 1 of a StoryADay  2021. Today's prompt is

from Fran Wilde. Fran is a wonderful short story writer among other

things, and she writes weird little stories, but weird little stories that

win awards...so let's pay attention to what she's asked us to do.

Fran has asked us to write a story where your character is on a

bridge.

It’s a wonderful metaphor for where characters are in short stories. A

short story can be just that moment on the bridge where they can

see what they want and they know where they've been.

But they have to do something.
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They have to do something they probably don't want to do to get to

the next step, to get where they want to go.

Your character wants something and it's over there. Something is

stopping them from getting there. If they're the three Billy goats

gruff, it's a troll. If it's a fantasy story, maybe there are rogues on the

bridge. If it's an adventure novel, maybe the bridge is rickety. If it's a

family drama, maybe their spouse is trying to tell them not to go any

further….

So many possibilities, but all of them will keep you focused on the

fact that, in a short story, a character has a choice to make and they

have an action to take. And all the story needs to be is about that.

You don't need to do much setup.

You don't need to really tie it up with a bow.

You just need to tell us what happens and why it matters.

So good luck with Day One!

This is a fairly meaty prompt, but on Day One you've got lots of

energy. You've planned for this. You haven't used up all of your good

ideas yet. (That actually is never going to happen)

Go out there and get your teeth into this prompt.

I'll see you back here tomorrow, but before that, stop by and let me

know what you wrote, how it went and just leave a quick comment

for us when you're done today.

Good for you for showing up. I'm very proud of you.

Keep writing.
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