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!
Week	  1	  

!
Welcome	  to	  StoryADay	  May	  
!
You’re gearing up for a month of  daily writing to boost your creativity, create a 

stack of  first drafts that you can revise and submit to markets (or perhaps self-

publish) and to prove to yourself  that you can write and finish stories. You can!  

If  you’re reading this a few days before you start you month-long challenge, 

then I have some recommendations for you—and if  you are reading this on the 

day you start (or part of  the way into) the challenge, don’t worry All these tips can 

be used day-to-day though out the challenge. 

Sitting down to write every day takes determination and it takes perseverance.  

You can make things easier on yourself  by doing some planning before you 

begin, and revising your plans as you gain experience writing every day. 

Tips	  
Download and complete a copy of  the free StoryADay Creative Challenge 

Workbook. Take about 30 minutes and go through the whole thing. Print it out 

and write your answers right there on the page. Doing this will provide you with a 

roadmap to success for the challenge. By the time you’ve finished you will know 

why you are doing this challenge, what your creative life means to you, what you 

plan to write about, who you plan to steal from, and you will develop some 

customized tools for keeping yourself  motivated when the writing isn’t flowing. 

Pick a time to write (it might be first thing in the day, it might be during your 

lunch break, or last thing at night). Try it out for a week or so and see if  that time 

works for you. If  not, pick a different time and try that in Week 2. Having a 

consistent time to write might help you because it removes a decision: “Will I write 

now or later?”. Knowing you have to write at a specific time makes it easier to stick 

http://storyaday.org/resources/creative-challenge-workbook?utm_source=promptsebook2014


to the habit. Think about it: you brush your teeth before you go to bed every day. 

You don’t wonder about whether or not you should do it ‘now’, you just do it. 

Imagine how much smoother life would be if  you only had to make decisions 

about important things (like whether or not your character gets a happy ending) 

instead of  trivia (like ‘should I write now or fret about it some more?’). If  you’re 

having trouble making time to write, consider using the StoryADay Time To Write 

Workshop. 

Pay attention to how long it takes you to write a certain number of  words. 

Include your warm-up time and all the time you spend arranging pencils and 

staring into space. All of  it counts. Writing this down over several days will allow 

you to set realistic goals for yourself. If  it takes you two hours to write 1000 words, 

then you’re going to have to a, cut out some TV; b, get up earlier; c, commit to 

writing flash fiction this month…but at least you will know what is realistic. 

Gather Story Sparks. One of  the greatest gifts of  deciding to write every day is 

that you start to see story ideas everywhere around you. Get into the habit of  

carrying a notebook or making notes on your smartphone. Don’t expect to find 

story outlines everywhere, but watch the world as you walk through it: notice the 

way that woman plays with her hair and wonder why; read interesting articles and 

think about how a character might react to the issues in them; notice smells and 

sounds and make notes so that you can incorporate them into stories… After a 

few days of  writing you’ll find this stuff  coming naturally. Write things down. 

Plan ahead. Browse through this book for upcoming story prompts and think 

about what you’ll be writing tomorrow, before you finish your writing session 

today. Think about a character for tomorrow or a situation. Having some notes 

before you sit down to write can make the difference between ‘staring at a blank 

page’ and ‘raring to go’. 

!
If  you’re reading this book during StoryADay May 2014, be aware that there are 

some celebrity guests providing prompts for us in addition to the prompts in this 

http://storyaday.org/creativitylab/ttw-workshop-e/?utm_source=promptsebook2014


book. This means that you might come to the blog and discover that other people 

are writing to a different prompt from you. If  you want to be writing to the same 

prompt as everyone else, do come to the blog every day or sign up for prompts by 

email too, for those days when there is an extra, guest prompt (hint: May 1’s 

prompt is from rockstar author Neil Gaiman!) 

At the end of  each week, I’ve included a list of  questions/reflections for you. 

Read through them, look back on your week, assess what you’re learning (also, 

what you hated and will never try again!). Blog about it and share the link in the 

community or tweet about it with the hashtag #storyaday and I’ll link to as many 

as I can. 

OK, ready to get writing? Turn the page and let’s begin. 

!

http://eepurl.com/AKD6T


May	  1	  -‐	  1200	  Words	  
!

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story Of  Around 1200 Words 

Tips	  
• Why write a story of  1200 words? This is the perfect length for the start of  this 

challenge because it's manageable (not too long, not too short, doable in an 
hour or less if  you sit down with some ideas ready to go). 

• Think about it. You have: 
• About 300 words to establish your setting and your character in his/her 

ordinary environment, 
• 700 words to fit in some conflict, development and a nice rich crisis that can 

only resolved by your character confronting some kind of  demons (inner, outer, 
literal, figurative, all of  the above...), 

• 200 words to wrap things up and leave us wondering what that character might 
go off  and do next. (I've already written 206 words here!) !

Take your best story or character idea. Choose a moment that provides conflict 

for your character and … 

!
GO! 

!
When you’ve finished your story, leave a comment at the blog or join the 

Victory Dance Group in the community and tell us about your writing day. 

!

http://storyaday.org/1200
http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance


May	  2	  -‐	  Drabble	  
So how did you get on yesterday? 

Did you write? Did you leave a comment on the blog post, or do your Victory Dance? 

Whatever you  managed yesterday, congratulations and I'm glad you're back for 

more! 

Continuing the theme of  'assuming you have more than one idea of  a time' this 

week, I'm giving you another length-based writing assignment. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Drabble (A Story Of  Exactly 100 Words) 

Tips	  
• Just because you're limited to 100 words, don't think this is going to be any less 

a creative exercise than any other story you write this month. 
• Allow as much time for this as you would for a longer story. 
• Don't be surprised if  you find yourself  writing more and then paring the story 

back. 
• It's very common to cut out lots of  words from the start of  short stories. 

Sometimes we have to write a lot to figure out where the story really starts. 
Don't be afraid to 'start late'. 

• You can't explain much in a 100 word story. Allow the reader to fill in some 
blanks. Stories of  this length are very much a collaboration between reader and 
writer. 

GO! 

When you’ve finished your story, leave a comment at the blog or join the 

Victory Dance Group in the community and tell us about your writing day. 

!

http://storyaday.org/1200
http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance/
http://storyaday.org/100
http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance


May	  3	  -‐	  640	  Words	  
So how did you get on yesterday? 

Did you write? Did you leave a comment on the blog post, or do your Victory Dance? 

Hooray, you've made it to Day Three. I hope you're one of  those lucky people 

for whom today is a break from the regular responsibilities. But likely you're not. 

So: tough. We're writers and we write whether we're on 'vacation' from real life or 

not. 

Today we're striking a happy medium between the lengths of  story we've played 

with already. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story of  640 Words 

Tips	  
• This is about the length of  a newspaper column (remember them?). Enough 

room to tell a story but not much room for florid language. 
• Pay attention as you write, to how long it's taking you to write, on average. This 

will help you set realistic goals about how much time you really need to set 
aside to produce good creative work. 

• Pay attention to your writing style as you write today. Which length of  story has 
felt more comfortable to you? 

• Make sure you finish all your stories this week. Even if  you have to write 
"[FILL IN DETAILS HERE LATER]", try to get to the end of  the story every 
time. Have you been finishing your stories? What has this taught you about 
getting to the meat of  the story quickly? 

•   
Go! 

And don't forget to celebrate when you're finished, by commenting at the 

blog or doing your victory dance.   

!

http://storyaday.org/1200
http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance/
http://storyaday.org/writing-prompt-640-words
http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance/


May	  4	  -‐	  2000	  Words	  
Staying with our theme of  writing more and more, I’m prompting you to write 

even more today! 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story of  Around 2,000 Words 

Tips	  
• This is a common length for editors to request from new writers in fiction 

publications. It's a length that allows you to display some style and character 
development, without getting too carried away and lost in the woods. 

• Remember that, even at this length, you've only got a maximum of  around 
1600 words to tell the actual story. Try to get to the first really interesting event 
by the time you've written 500 words. 

• At this length, it might be helpful to do some planning. Take your idea, think of  
a character and their defining characteristic, pop them into a setting and think 
about how you might give them some conflict (that relates to their character 
strengths/flaws). 

• You have room for some supporting characters at this length, but remember 
that word 'supporting'. They are there to teach the reader something about the 
main character, not so much about themselves. This isn't a novel, with subplots 
and fans who'll create a wiki... 

GO! 

!
Post a comment at the blog to let us know you've written today, or join 

the community and post in the Victory Dance Group, for extra support and 

accountability! 

!

http://storyaday.org/writing-prompt-2000-words
http://storyaday.org/community
http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance/


May	  5	  -‐	  TwiDer	  FicFon	  
OK, so that was a fairly large story you wrote yesterday and you've probably got 

some 'life' to care of  that you've been neglecting while you wrote. So today you're 

getting a bit of  a break. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write a story of  no more than 140 characters 

Tips	  
• Bonus credit: post it on Twitter and follow up with a Tweet explaining to 

everyone that you're taking part in StoryADay May and that they should really 
think about joining in, yes, even now, even though they're late to the party. 
That's when all the people who like to think they're cool turn up anyway…
#StADa 

• Remember that with a story this short, most of  the story is untold, implied, 
imagined by the reader. 

• This story will not be quick simply because it is short 
• Use one of  your favorite story sparks for this tiny story. Yes, I mean it. Use up 

a really good story idea on this. That way you'll be forced to look around today, 
for more Story Sparks. 

• Are you starting to notice that, after five days of  writing, you're seeing Story 
Sparks all around you? Are you listening harder to what people tell you? Are 
you reading more carefully when you get the chance? Are you starting to do 
that wonderfully creative thing and see connections all over the place? 

• If  you're having second thoughts about writing (especially if  you're drawing 
from your real life) remember that you don't have to show these stories to 
anyone. Even if  you write a blistering portrait of  your boss, no-one has to ever 
see it --- especially not in the first draft. Worry about disguising your sources 
later, when we talk about revision next month! 

GO! 

!
Post a comment at the blog to let us know you've written today, or join 

the community and post in the Victory Dance Group. 

!

http://storyaday.org/writing-prompt-twitter-fiction-2
http://storyaday.org/community
http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance/


May	  6	  -‐	  Set	  Aside	  An	  Hour	  
Today we're going to try something new. I'm not assigning a word count, but 

rather a time limit. 

The	  Prompt	  
Set aside a full hour to write a short story. Start and finish the story during 

that time. 

Tips	  
• Some people work really well with deadlines. Maybe this is yours. 
• Don't panic if  you can't start writing at 00:01. Sketch out some ideas, try on a 

few characters. An hour is quite a long time if  you focus on one moment, one 
instant (the perfect milieu for a short story). As long as you're writing by 00:30, 
you'll probably get a decent draft out of  this exercise. 

• Pay attention to how you deal with the pressure of  the hour finishing up. Is 
your story's pacing clearly influenced by the deadline? (If  it is, don't worry, you 
can always clean things up in the rewrites). 

• Assess this exercise. Did you finish? Did you have to 'cheat' (i.e. write stuff  like 
[put details in here], [move characters across town] etc.)? 

• Did the time limit work for you better than the word count as an exercise? 
Could this be something you use every day? 

GO! 

Post a comment at the blog to let us know you've written today, or join 

the community and post in the Victory Dance Group. 

!

http://storyaday.org/hour
http://storyaday.org/community
http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance/


May	  7	  -‐	  Bits	  and	  Pieces	  
The last of  the content-less prompts today! 

Today I'm sticking with the theme of  timed-writing but trying something a little 

different. 

The	  Prompt	  
Pick Three Times Today When You Will Write Parts Of  A Complete 

Story 

Tips	  
• Try to start earlyish in the day and write the opening of  your story. 
• Pick a time a few hours later to write some more, and then again, later in the 

day to finish up. 
• Notice how easy or hard it was for you to get into the writing at different times 

of  the day. 
• Think about professional writers on deadline, on book tours, who teach, who 

have 'real jobs'. They have to find a way to write whether or not life is getting 
out of  their way. Practicing squeezing a story into different parts of  your day 
can be a useful skill. 

• Pay attention to whether or not one of  the times of  day worked best for you 
(tip: it might not. You might simply find you need to get the flow going, or that 
you're ace at writing in fragments any time of  the day. Be open to 
experimentation here). 

• Finish the story! 
GO! 

Don’t forget to leave a comment or post in The Victory Dance Group. 

!

http://storyaday.org/time-fragments
http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance


Week	  1	  Wrap	  Up	  
So, how did it go? 

Did you write every day?  

Did you finish a story every day? 

Did you find a length of  story that works better for you on weekdays or 

weekends, or when you have more energy or a bigger story to tell? 

Did you try some formats of  story that you hadn’t thought to try before? 

How long is it taking you to write? And how long is it taking you to go from the 

state of  ‘not writing’ to ‘actually writing’? Did you learn any tricks to help you get 

from one state to the other more quickly? 

Are you finding it easy or hard to get from ‘story idea’ to story? Are your stories 

getting stuck in the ‘soggy middle’? Are you getting to the end? 

Are you feeling encouraged or discouraged about your writing? 

What might you do next week to make things easier on yourself ? 

Are you forgiving yourself  if  things don’t go well one day, and turning up the 

next day anyway? (Pro tip: this is the mark of  a pro!) 

!
Why not blog about your experiences and share the link to your reflections in 

the community. You can also Tweet or post on Facebook with the hashtag 

#storyaday and I’ll link to your post in my social media feeds. 

!



Week	  2	  
!

The	  Elements	  Of	  Story	  
!
Woo-hoo! One week into the StoryADay May challenge and you are still turning 

up. Good for you! 

(Seriously. More than talent, persistence is the thing that is going to make 

writing a fulfilling, successful and worthwhile pursuit for you.) 

Take a moment to reflect on everything you learned about your writing last 

week. Try to keep the things that worked, but stay flexible and open to more 

experimentation in the weeks ahead. 

This week we're going to focus on different elements of  the story: 

• Character 
• Setting 
• Plot 
• Action 
• Description 
• Theme 
• Dialogue 

 Of  course ALL the elements need to be there in each story, but each of  the 

prompts focuses on a particular element more than the others. 

!



May	  8	  -‐	  Character	  Counts	  

The	  Prompt	  
!
Write A Story Where Everything Hinges on Your Character's Most 

Desperate Desires 

Tips	  
• If  you need some help coming up with things your character might desire, 

here's a series of  writing prompts based on Maslow's Hierarchy of  Needs. 
• Spend some time with a blank sheet of  paper, before you write. After you 

decide on your character and their need, jot down 15 scenarios that could grow 
from that desire. (Writing 15 different scenarios means that you'll blast through 
the obvious storylines straight away, then you'll get to the weird and interesting 
ones that will make your story sing. Keep going until you have 15 even though 
the last three will probably be truly terrible.) Pick the one that interests you 
most, then start writing. 

• Make the desire all-consuming (for this instance, the duration of  this story). 
Focus on this moment in the character's life. Mine it for details, humor, horror, 
whatever you can get out of  it. 

GO! 

Don't forget to comment below to tell us how your writing went (or share 

an excerpt, or link to your story on another blog) or join us in the 

community and do your Victory Dance. 

!

http://storyaday.org/sept-2013-week-3/
http://storyaday.org/character-2014
http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance/


May	  9	  -‐	  SeRng	  The	  Scene	  
How did your character writing go yesterday? Did you learn any interesting 

lessons about creating a character with a strong desire, that you can carry forward 

into your future stories? Did you leave a comment or post in the community? 

Today we're focusing on setting. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story Set In A Hospital  

(or any other high-tension setting, if  you're not familiar with hospitals) 

Tips	  
• You still need to include fully-realized characters, each with specific (and 

possibly opposing) desires. (For example, your patient might just want to go 
home. Their doctor probably wants them to stay put for now. Their next-of-kin 
might have a whole other set of  issues and the nurses probably just want to go 
somewhere quiet and put their feet up for a few minutes...) 

• Make the setting integral to the story. Have events that could only happen in 
this high-tension setting. 

• Use all your senses to set the scene --- everyone talks about the smell and the 
colors of  hospitals, but what about the noises? I heard a news story on the 
radio recently about the incessant beeping of  alarms in hospitals. That was 
something I wouldn't otherwise have thought of. And again, someone once told 
me how it hurt them that their child's hospital blanket felt so rough. All they 
could think of  was getting a fuzzy blanket for the child. These are the kinds of  
details that bring a story alive. 

• If  this setting doesn't work for you, check out these other prompts I've 
provided with different (possibly more cheerful) settings. 

GO! 

Leave a comment at the blog or in the community today. 

  

!

http://storyaday.org/character
http://storyaday.org/activity/
http://storyaday.org/?s=writing+prompt+setting
http://storyaday.org/setting-the-scene
http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance


May	  10	  -‐	  From	  Scene	  To	  Theme	  
The theme of  a story doesn't always become clear to a writer until the story is 

written and revised (and often, ready by others and discussed). 

Today, however, we're going to turn that on its head. 

The theme can be summed up as 'the moral of  the tale', or a proverb, or the 

overarching lesson in a fable. Let's take a well-worn proverb and construct a new 

story to illustrate it. 

The	  Prompt	  
Choose A Theme And Write A Story That Illustrates It 

Tips	  
• The danger with starting theme-first is that stories can get preachy. Remember 

to base your story firmly in the character (unless you're being intentionally 
experimental). 

• There's no need to explicitly quote the moral or proverb you based your story 
on. 

• Try to go wa-ay beyond the first idea suggested by the theme/proverb you pick 
(no frogs carrying scorpions across rivers, please). Dig deep for a different idea. 
Try lots before you settle on one. 

• Use the theme less as a lesson for the reader and more as a guidepost to keep 
you on the right track as you write. 

• Don't think I'm telling you to start theme-first with every story you write. Use 
this as an experiment to see what happens, what changes, when you start 
writing with a fixed theme in place. 

• If  the theme is constraining your story too much, throw it out and follow the 
story where it wants to go (post about this in the comments or the community, 
if  it happens. I'd be interested.) 

GO! 

 Which theme/fable did you choose? How did it turn out? Post about it in 

the comments or the community. 

!

http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/English_proverbs_%2528alphabetically_by_proverb%2529
http://allaboutfrogs.org/stories/scorpion.html
http://http//storyaday.org/activity/
http://storyaday.org/focus-on-theme
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  11	  -‐	  Lights,	  Camera,	  AcFon!	  
Every story --- even the most literary, introspective story --- needs action. 

Stuff  must happen. 

Action is the agent of  change and your characters must change (even for a 

moment) or face an opportunity for change,  for your story to interest people. 

"Stuff  happening" is what gives you the opportunity to show that opportunity for 

change. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story Wrapped Around An Action Scene 

Tips	  
" 

• "Action Scene" does not dictate something breathless like a car chase. Any kind 
of  act around which the characters can swirl will do. (I recently listened to a 
story in which the only action was a priest coming to visit an old woman, but it 
was built up beautifully with backstory and foreshadowing so that it was the 
fulcrum on which the characters' stories hinged. 

• Think of  an 'action' that would be interesting to you to write about (this is 
where 'write what you know can come in handy. Someone knitting a sweater 
might not sound interesting to you, but I could give it all kinds of  detail that 
would make it realistic). 

• Remember that external actions (however small) can reflect internal tensions, 
decisions and change (my knitter could drop stitches, pull the yarn too tight, 
suddenly wrench out the needle and begin unravelling months' worth of  
work...there are some pretty dramatic and symbolic possibilities there!) 

• When you have thought of  a central action, make sure you delve into the 
characters you are going to use. Who is this story about? Why do they matter? 
Why is the action in the story significant to their internal journey? 

• Vary the pace. Put the action at the start, slap in the middle or right at the end, 
but make sure the rest of  the story builds up to or down from or around the 
action. Change the intensity of  the language, the drama...vary the sentence 
structure to keep readers on their toes. 

GO! 

Did you write a high-paced, car-chase-type action scene, or a quieter, 

more internal one? Talk about it in the comments, or in the community. 

!

http://storyaday.org/prompt-action
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  12	  -‐	  Give	  Your	  Characters	  A	  Voice	  
Today we’re going to focus on dialogue. 

Gripping, realistic dialogue can bring a story and its characters to life. Writing 

great dialogue, however, takes practice. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story Told Almost Completely In Dialogue 

Tips	  
• Remember that how we speak (what we say and what we don't say) is heavily 

influenced by how we're feeling --- what kind of  day we're having; how we feel 
about what we're saying; how we feel about who we're saying it to. 

• Use emotions to dictate word choice, length of  sentence (if  you're breathless 
because the object of  your affection is actually talking to you, your sentences 
are going to be fragmentary. If  you're talking about a your life's work, you're 
going to use big words and jargon and hardly pause for breath). 

• Remember that no-one really talks like they do in plays: no-one listens carefully 
and answers appropriately, and no-one tells the whole truth. 

• You can use play format to write this (" STAN: I can't believe you said that! / 
MOLLY [walking away]: Believe it, bub."). 

• You can write this is a more traditionally narrative way ("I can't believe you said 
that!" / "Believe it, bub" / "Come back, please! Honey?") 

• You can include dialogue tags and 'stage directions' if  you feel you need them. 
This can be helpful if  more than two people are talking. ("'I can't believe you 
said that!' / 'Believe it, bub,' Molly said. / 'You are so screwed, bro.' Dan shook 
his head as he watched his friend's wife walk away, her head held high. 'I think 
she means it this time.' ") 

• Don't go crazy with the dialogue tags (...she cheered; she exulted... "She said" is 
usually fine). And watch your adjectives, unless you're writing a Tom Swift 
parody! 

• People rarely use each other's names in everyday speech. Resist the temptation 
to have your characters do it. Instead, focus on making each character's way of  
expressing themselves distinctive. (How often have you heard a story your 
friend told you, laughed, and said 'yup, that sounds like something he'd say'? 
People DO sound different from each other. Use that.) 

• It might be easiest to limit this story to two characters so you can really focus 
on each of  their voices -- with maybe a walk-on part from a waiter or a cop or 
the person they've been waiting for, just to mix things up. 

GO! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Swifty


What form did you decide on? How did this go for you? Do you usually 

write a lot of  dialogue or was this new for you? Leave a comment at the blog 

or chat about it in the community. 

!

http://storyaday.org/prompt-dialogue
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  13	  -‐	  DescripFve	  WriFng	  
Yesterday's prompt about dialogue, probably didn't leave you much room for 

descriptive writing .Today, on the other hand, is you change to channel your inner 

Tolkein. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story Rich In Description 

Tips	  
• The trick to good descriptive writing is to pick which details to highlight and 

which to exclude. You are like a photographer, framing a shot, not a 
draughtsman, capturing every detail of  a room. 

• Description sets the mood: a dark and stormy night suggests something about 
the story that's about to be told. You can, of  course, play with the reader's 
expectations and set a funeral on a sunny day, but again that sets the mood. The 
jarring quality of  the weather and the occasion tell us something about how the 
characters feel about the events. 

• A description of  a person can tell the reader more than simply what you, the 
author, sees in the character you're describing. It can tell them how the 
character sees herself, or how the character is viewed by the person viewing 
them. Perhaps you can have two different characters describe the same person, 
and show how their feelings about the person color their description. 

• Don't forget to include action and character development in your story. Use the 
descriptive writing to serve them. Remember, you're writing a story, not 
painting a still life! 

• Browse the archives for other articles about descriptive writing, if  you're stuck. 
GO! 

Are you a fan of  descriptive writing or do you tend to skip over those 

parts when you're reading? Did you find this an easy or hard exercise. Did 

you learn anything today? Leave a comment or join the discussion in the 

community. 

!

http://storyaday.org/prompt-dialogue
http://storyaday.org/?s=description
http://storyaday.org/prompt-description
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  14	  -‐	  Voice	  
One of  the things newer writers worry about most is originality: how can I have 

an original idea when all the stories have been told. 

Today we're going to do a little exercise to prove that originality is not about the 

characters, the even the events of  the story. Originality comes from you, writing in 

your voice, as only you can. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Cinderella Story. Share (At Least An Excerpt) In The Comments  

Tips	  
" 

• You are the sum of  all your experiences in your life to this point. If  you've only 
ever lived in one place, you probably don't realize what a gift that is, because 
you may think everyone knows the stuff  you know. But I don't know what it 
was like to grow up in Akron, Ohio. Or Aberdeen, Scotland. Or Brisbane, 
Australia. I don't know what it was like to be a Boy Scout. I don't know what it 
was like to have a dad who worked a regular 9-5 job. I can only find these 
things out by reading your words. Your voice is unique. The ideas you have 
developed through a lifetime of  learning and making-connections and being-
influenced-by-your-upbringing are ideas only you could have. Your story cannot 
help but be unique, even if  you're using the framework of  the Cinderella story. 

• The Cinderalla story has been told and retold and retold and retold. Rags to 
riches. Unfulfilled to fulfilled. It has been told seriously, comically, as a 
musical...Tell your version of  the story however you want: gender swap poor 
Cinders; Make the step-mother figure sympathetic; go to town on the ugly-
sister antagonist. Whatever works for you today. 

• Don't try to write anything other than a story that delights you. Don't try to 
sound like Walt Disney. Don't worry if  your story comes out more grim than 
Grimm. Write this story your way. 

• The reason I'm asking for everyone to share an excerpt in the comments is so 
that we can all see how very different our stories are, how original they are. 
Who is going to be brave enough to share first? 

GO! 

How did you write your Cinderella Story? Share part of  it in the 

comments or join the discussion in the community! 

!

http://storyaday.org/prompt-your-voice
http://storyaday.org/groups/fiction-writers/forum/topic/cinderella-story/#post-6103


Week	  2	  Wrap	  Up	  
Are you discovering some strengths in your writing? Do characters come easily 

to you? How about dialogue or description?  

Are you starting to discover your voice, as you write more and more? 

Is there a tone or a style that you’re naturally drawn to? Is it what you expected? 

Are you funnier (or darker) than you thought? 

Are you still finding story ideas easy to come by? Is it getting easier or harder? 

(Tip: try to collect three Story Sparks a day - not story outlines, just three things 

you notice in the world that would make a great character/plot point/detail in a 

future story.) 

You’ve been writing a story a day for two weeks now. Are you finding it harder 

or easier to sit down to write every day? Are you having to dig deeper for ideas, 

resilience, the willpower to do it? Or is it something you look forward to all day?  

Does your writing drain you or energize you? 

Have you found your best time of  day to write? Are you flexible? Has it 

changed? 

How have you decided to deal with those days when you didn’t write or didn’t 

finish a story? Are you forgiving yourself  and moving on?  

Take a moment to reflect on this stuff, blog about it, discuss it with friends, talk 

about it in the community. 

(If  you do blog about it, share it on social media and I’ll link to as many as I can 

find (#StoryADay). 

!



Week	  3	  

Point	  Of	  View	  
!
This week is all about point of  view. 

!
We spent yesterday looking at how your voice is unique.  

This week we’re going to experiment with different ways of  keeping that voice 

fresh in every new story. You may find that one of  these styles works better for 

you (and most of  your stories) but I do encourage you to experiment because 

every character, every story, has different needs and you might just find yourself  

needing to know how to write a Second Person perspective one day! 

!
An interesting experiment, when working with Point Of  View, is to re-write the 

same story over and over again all week, each time from a different perspective. 

Try doing this at least on a couple of  days this week and see what a difference it 

makes to your story. 

!
!
!



May	  15	  -‐	  First	  Person	  
We’re starting with the First Person perspective because it is perhaps the most 

natural way to tell a story. (Of  course, you may find it awkward because you usually 

write in Third Person. Try it anyway!) 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story Told In The First Person 

Tips	  
• First person is relatively easy because it's how we tell all our stories in every day 

life ("Oh, you'll never believe what happened on the way in this morning! I was 
standing in the line for coffee, and ...") 

• Because your story is all from the perspective of  one person, we can never 
know what any other character is thinking. We can know what the "I" character 
thinks another person is thinking, but remember that this is always colored by 
the protagonist's feelings about the issue and the other person. 

• Grab a book off  your shelf  to see how this is done: check-lit and Young Adult 
are often written in First Person. If  you have a copy of To Kill A Mockingbird, 
Jane Eyre, Gulliver's Travels or The Great Gatsby, pull them off  the shelf  and 
see how First Person was handled by the masters. 

• If  you’re having trouble switching from Third Person to First Person, put down 
your pen, pick up some kind of  recorder (call your own voicemail!) and tell as 
story as if  you were your character, talking to her best friend, her enemy, his 
boss…) 

GO! 
• !

Leave a comment at the blog or join the discussion about today’s prompt 

in the community. 

!

http://storyaday.org/prompt-putting-i-first
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  16	  -‐	  Second	  Person	  
In the Second Person, the story is told like this, “You are walking around in the 

depths of  winter and you find yourself  shivering”. 

It’s not a format that we see much and as a result it can be tricky to pull off. But 

it’s worth a try if  only to show up the advantages of  the other points-of-view 

available to you. Or maybe you’ll be one of  those people, like Jay McInerney, who 

turns it into a work that is acknowledged as a contemporary classic. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story in the Second Person Perspective 

"Tips 
• Second person can be tricky because of  the places we're usually exposed to it: 

choose your own adventures; in-game narration; and, most damagingly, 
advertising (think about it...oh...see? Yup.) We learn how to write by reading and 
listening. If  all you've ever heard in the second person is advertising and cheesy 
video/role-playing narration, and, ahem, self-help-y blog posts, then it's no 
wonder it's so hard to do well! Be aware of  your influences 
(<cough>advertising<cough>) and resist them. 

• Read a sample from Bright Lights, Big City by Jay McInerney" or Half  Asleep in 
Frog Pajamas by Tom Robbins" or How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia by Mohsin 
Hamid" . Notice how quickly you adjust to reading in this form. It might feel 
awkward at first, but readers adapt very quickly. Can you, as a writer? 

• This POV can come across as bossy - the narrator is telling you what to do and 
think. To avoid this, use the old saw 'show, don't tell'. The good news is that 
Second Person can be perfect for this: "Your hands sweat. You would swear 
your head was detached from your body if  you weren't an educated person who 
knew this to be impossible. The burger you ate for lunch is lurching around 
somewhere near the top of  your stomach and you're not sure you're going to 
able to keep it down..."  Doesn't this pull you in? Don't you know exactly 
what's wrong with this person or at least how they feel about it? And all 
without being bossy at all! 

• The upside of  Second Person is that it is highly effective for sharing psychotic 
or traumatic experiences. It's great for when the narrator is self-aware, perhaps 
manipulative, or disassociating from something. They want to tell, but they 
don't want to tell. It's disorienting and that can be a strength. It's unusual and 
that can be a way to inject something new into a story you feel has been told 
before. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004EPZ4KS/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B004EPZ4KS&linkCode=as2&tag=stada-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000FBFNY2/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B000FBFNY2&linkCode=as2&tag=stada-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B008ON449S/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B008ON449S&linkCode=as2&tag=stada-20


• As an experiment, consider taking your first person story and rewrite it, in the 
Second Person? 

GO! !
What did you learn today, writing in the Second Person? Did you rewrite 

yesterday's story in the Second Person? What did it do to the story? Share 

your comments at the blog or in the community. 

!

http://storyaday.org/prompt-putting-i-first
http://storyaday.org/prompt-second-person-awkward
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  17	  -‐	  Third	  Person,	  Limited	  
Today, it's back to the tried and true, a format you're probably much more 

familiar with than yesterday's Second Person. Yes, today we write in Third Person, 

Limited Omniscience, perspective. 

All of  which means, you get inside a character's head and stay there. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story in The Third Person, Limited Perspective 

Tips	  
" 

• As with First Person, there is no head-hopping in Third Person, Limited. The 
difference is that everything is told in 'he' or 'she', rather than "I" and the 
character is not talking directly to a reader. 

• In Third Person, Limited, you still have to stay with the protagonist and what 
he/she knows. No popping out of  character to look behind the curtain. Oh, 
there's an example: the Wizard of  Oz movie. The audience learns everything 
about that world at the same time that Dorothy does. The Wizard knows he's 
just 'the man behind the curtain' all along, but Dorothy --- and therefore, the 
audience --- learn it in a big 'reveal' near the end. If  this story was being told in 
Third Person, Omniscient, the film makers could have cut away and shown us 
the sham-wizard before Dorothy even gets near to her goal. That would have 
made for a different experience for the audience, don't you agree? 

• The fact that the reader stays with the protagonist is one reason this is such a 
popular format for thrillers and mysteries. You, as the writer, can keep secrets 
from audience, only revealing them when it's important to the character. 
Because you are pulling the strings, however, you can use your knowledge to 
foreshadow things that are coming up (if  you're a plotter. Otherwise, you'll have 
to go back in and do this in the revision stage!) 

• Use today's story as an exercise in trusting the reader. Pledge not to use the 
words "he thought" or "she felt" or "he assumed" or anything like that. Allow 
your protagonist to make declarative statements in their thoughts, without 
explaining that 'she thought'. Here's an example:  "Sykes flops his entire torso out the 
window and yells, “Hell yes I’m drunk baby and I’m married too! But I’ll still love you ugly 
in the morning!” This gets the girls laughing and for a moment there’s hope, but Billy can see 
the light already dimming in their eyes. He sits back and pulls out his cell; they were probably 
never serious anyway." (Billy Lynn's Long Halftime Walk: A Novel" by Ben 
Fountain) It's pretty clear that "they were probably never serious anyway" is 
Billy's thought, isn't it? But the author never feels the need to tell us this. Try it 
out in your story today. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00655KLOY/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00655KLOY&linkCode=as2&tag=thewordsmithyboo


• As an experiment try re-writing your First Person story in Third Person Limited 
today. !

Go! 

Did you rewrite an earlier story in a new POV? Tell us about it in the 

comments or join the conversation in the community. 

!

http://storayday.org/prompt-putting-i-first
http://storyaday.org/prompt-third-limited
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  18	  -‐	  Third	  Person,	  Omniscient	  
Today we're climbing outside our protagonist's head and looking at the whole 

scene. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story From The Third Person, Omniscient, Perspective 

Tips	  
• Agatha Christie, Charles Dickens, Terry Pratchett...they make this look easy. 

Now it's your turn. Go and look up a favorite novel written with an omniscient 
narrator and notice how the author handles the transitions from allowing you to 
see inside one person's head and then anthers, and then imparting information 
too. 

• You still want to be wary of  'head-hopping' within the same scene (sharing the 
inner thoughts of  one person then jumping back and forth between difference 
characters) because it's disorienting for the reader. You conjure up the most 
sympathy for a character when the reader can empathize with them, so be 
sparing in your use of  internal monologues. 

• The advantages of  writing in Third Person omniscient, are that you can 
commentate on the situation or the characters; you can be the reader's best 
friend, relating the story of  some other folks you know in an amusing or 
terrifying, or ironic style; you can give the reader a 'heads up' about what's 
coming later ("If  only Dorothy had been able to see the 'wizard', at that very 
moment at home, alone, eating a huge block of  cheese and spaced out in front 
of  the television. Perhaps then she would have relied a little more on her own 
abilities. But alas, she was, for now, in the dark...."); you can use a different voice 
from you characters, in the narrative section --- you're not limited to writing in 
the voice of  a murderer or a southern belle or a 12 year old all the time; you 
don't have to have a character in the scene all the time --- you can have 
digressions and background information ---  as long as it is interesting --- and it 
can be easier to 'show' not 'tell' than when you were writing in First Person. 

• Beware of  'info-dump', where you just tell the reader what they need to know, 
instead of  having the characters discover it or discuss  it - this is boring and 
unemotional for the reader. Also, beware the temptation to go off  on those 
backstory tangents that take the reader out of  the story; to preach; to point out 
the obvious and to end up writing the introduction to a 400,000 word epic tale. 
You're still writing a short story, remember! 

• Consider rewriting your First Person story yet again, this time in Third Person, 
Omniscient 

Go! 

http://storyaday.org/prompt-putting-i-first


Did you write today? Did you rewrite an earlier story or come up with 

something new? Did you find yourself  writing a fairy story or a Dickens 

tale? Was this a different perspective for you? Leave a comment or join the 

conversation in the community. 

!
!

http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  19	  -‐	  MulFple	  POVs	  
I've been going on (and on) about the importance of  not 'head-hopping' 

between characters in a different scene, to take things easy on the reader. Today I 

say: mix it up! Make the reader work for their entertainment! 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story From Multiple Perspectives 

Tips	  
" 

• You might have had some experience with this already this week, if  you've been 
following my suggestion that you rewrite your first story from a different 
perspective every day. If  not, now's your chance. 

• Think of  an interesting ensemble (a family, a sitcom 'family', an office full of  
coworkers, the witnesses at a trial) and get each of  them to tell all or part of  a 
story from their unique perspective. 

• You can break from the traditional narrative form here and still end up with a 
successful story. Don't feel constrained by the 'beginning, middle, end'  format, 
except in the sense that you'll hint at 'the truth' more at the start of  the story 
and leave the reader able to reach an 'end' or a conclusion by themselves by the 
time you finish up the story. 

• Include some of  the same 'facts' in each character's account of  events, but add 
to, subtract from, contradict, deepen, confound our understanding as you allow 
each character's voice to come out. 

• This doesn't have to be a long story. You can do this in a series of  verbal 
exchanges and be finished in ten sentences! 

Go! 

How did this story feel after a week of  focusing on different perspectives? 

What format did you use? How long was your story today? Leave a 

comment or talk about it in the community. 

!

http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  20	  -‐	  Epistolary	  
Breaking with the narrative form again today, after flogging it's poor dead horse 

corpse at the beginning of  the week. Today we tackle a form for which I have an 

inexplicable and enduring love: letters! 

The	  Prompt	  
Write An Epistolary Story (i.e. One Told As A Series of  Letters/

Documents) 

Tips	  
• Take the term "Letters/Documents" with a huge pinch of  salt. Write a story 

made up of  Tweets, Facebook updates, text messages between friends, 
comments on a Vine video, an author Q&A, whatever tickles your fancy. 

• Write a 'story' as a list (think McSweeneys). 
• Write a mock guidebook to some place you know well (or some experience 

you've been through) 
• Write an open letter to someone your character hates/loves/has a bone to pick 

with. Consider including a response from their object of  scorn/affection/
correction. 

GO! 

What form did you choose? How did it work out for you? Leave a 

comment or join the conversation in the community. 

!

http://www.mcsweeneys.net/columns/lists
http://storyaday.org/prompt-epistle
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  21	  -‐	  Non-‐Linear	  
We've looked at the parts of  the story. We've looked at point of  view. We've 

learned the rules. Now I'm inviting you to throw it all out of  the window. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Non-Linear Story 

Tips	  
" 

• Today you'll write a story that does not go from beginning to middle to end. 
• There is no need whatsoever to mollycoddle your reader and write a coherent 

series of  events 
• Try jumping around in time (feel free to retell a story you've previously written, 

to help you get a headstart on this assignment) 
• Think about writing a stream-of-consciousness monologue, which contains 

narrative strands, only not necessarily in a traditional narrative way. 
• Tell the story backwards (think about Memento; Looper; , the story arc of  

River Song from Doctor Who) 
• Paint random scenes. Make no attempt to tell a traditional narrative story. Just 

tell it how your character sees things (think: The Time Traveller's Wife). This is 
particularly effective for harrowing stories or if  you really want to disorient 
your readers (There was a famous British modernist composer, Sir Peter 
Maxwell Davies, whose works were unapologetically 'difficult'. "I work hard to 
write them," 'Max' was known to say. "Why shouldn't my audience work hard 
too?") 

GO! 

!
How did this go today? Did it feel like a relief  to be freed from the need to end 

your story neatly? Did you find yourself  slipping back into traditional narrative 
mode and if  so did you fight it or go with it? Leave a comment or talk about it in 
the community. 

!

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004FHCH96/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B004FHCH96&linkCode=as2&tag=stada-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005LAII8K/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005LAII8K&linkCode=as2&tag=stada-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005M2A4D4/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005M2A4D4&linkCode=as2&tag=stada-20
http://www.amazon.com/s/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&keywords=orkney%2520wedding%2520sunrise&linkCode=ur2&qid=1396891868&rh=k%253Aorkney%2520wedding%2520sunrise%252Ci%253Adigital-music&tag=stada-20
http://storyaday.org/activity


Week	  3	  Wrap	  Up	  
!
Do you usually stick to one perspective when you’re writing? Did straying from 

that, this week, feel awkward? 

Did you discover a new POV that you hadn’t tried before, that worked 

particularly well for a particular type of  story, character or situation? 

How did it feel to free yourself  from the traditional narrative structure on the 

days when I encouraged you to write epistolary or non-linear stories? 

Is it getting easier or harder to sit down and write every day? 

Are you finding the community helpful? (A little bit of  peer pressure goes a 

long way!) 

Is it getting easier or harder to get from the beginning of  a story to the end? 

What are you learning about your writing style and yourself  as a writer? 

!
If  you blog about your writing week, post a link in the community, or send it to 

me, and I’ll share it in my social media feeds. If  you share it yourself, be sure to use 

the hashtag #storayday so we can find it and come and read it! 

!



Week	  4	  
!

Scenarios 
This week I’m giving you more traditional ‘set the scene’ prompts, where I 

provide a scenario, a character or even a list of  words, and you write the story. 

As always, the prompts are optional, so if  something doesn’t speak to you, feel 

free to write your own story.  

The reason I do this in Week 4, however, is that I know your brain may be a 

little fried by now. Coming up with a whole new idea, set of  characters and 

scenarios every day starts to seem like a bit of  a bind at this point. So give yourself  

a break and use these scenarios this week.  

Next week we’ll use the last three days to do some final writing drawing on 

everything you’ve learned this month. 

And can I just mention: I’m SO impressed that you’re still turning up to write 

every day. Even if  you’ve missed some days, even if  this is the first day that you 

actually complete a story, I’m so glad you’re committing to your writing today.  

The world is a richer place for having your story in it. 

!



May	  22	  -‐	  Word	  List	  
This is an extremely silly way to start a story, but it always seems to work --- 

maybe because it removes any pressure you may be putting on yourself  to write 

something "good". Today you write a story using these words from my Third 

Grader's spelling list. 

The	  Prompt	  
Use These Words In A Story: Lettuce, Happen, Basket, Winter, Sister, 

Monster, Supper, Subject, Puppet 

Tips	  
• Don't worry too much about this one. Just write something! 
• Don't forget to give us a character who want something (perhaps a lettuce? A 

sister? A monster?). 
• Post your story somewhere we can see it (in the comments or in the 

community) and read everyone else's stories. Revel in the weirdness! 
Go! 

Did you remember to post your story in the comments or in the 

community? Did you have fun with this? Was your story, nevertheless, 

serious? What does that tell you about writing in general? 

!

http://storyaday.org/groups/writing-prompts/forum/topic/word-list-may-22-2014/#post-6129
http://storyaday.org/groups/writing-prompts/forum/topic/word-list-may-22-2014/#post-6129


May	  23	  -‐	  Title	  Recall	  
Today we're stealing from the Beach Boys. Use their title to write an original 

story. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story Titled "Good Vibrations" 

Tips	  
• You can write a Beach Boys-related story about surfing and California if  you 

want. 
• Think about the ways you could use the words in the title --- ways  that have 

nothing to do with the original song. 
• Quick: write 10 different ideas for plays on the words 'good' and 'vibrations’. 

Use one of  these in a story. 
• Write a story about a person who was influenced by (or grew up listening to) 

the song 
• Set the story somewhere completely unexpected (like 10,000 years in the future, 

on an alien moon colony), or under the sea. 
Go! 

What did you do with this prompt? How are you holding yup 23 days into 

the challenge? What do you need to get you to Day 31? Comment or talk 

about it in the community. 

!
!
!

http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  24	  -‐	  Will's	  Words	  
Today we're stealing from another master: William Shakespeare. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story That Incorporates This Quote (or its spirit) 

"If  you prick us do we not bleed? If  you tickle us do we not laugh? If  you 

poison us do we not die? And if  you wrong us shall we not revenge? 

Tips	  
• If  you don't like this quote, here's another to play with: "A fool thinks himself  

to be wise, but a wise man knows himself  to be a fool." 
• Consider making the quote the last line (or first line) of  your story. 
• How can you incorporate the actual line into your story? What kind of  story 

will you write if  you opt to use the spirit of  the quote rather than Will's words? 
• Shakespeare endures, not because we're interested in Elizabethan life, but 

because the characters he wrote were so true to human nature. Make your 
characters similarly realistic. 

GO! 

Which quote did you use? Did you use it verbatim or only in the spirit? 

How did this prompt help with your writing today? Comment below or join 

the conversation in the community. 

!

http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  25	  -‐	  Date	  With	  DesFny	  
OK, so for most of  this month I've been encouraging you to write, write, and 

nothing but write. No thoughts of  publication or audience to scare you into 

writers' block. But you've been at this for 24 days now. I think you've probably 

proved a thing or two to yourself  (like a, you're stubborn; b, not everything you 

write is garbage and c, you can do this!). So today, just for a moment, let's 

remember that part of  writing is a desire to connect with other people. We can do 

that by having our work published in magazines that already have a reading-

audience built in. 

The	  Prompt	  
Find a contest or submission deadline on a theme you like, and write a 

story as if  you were going to submit to that market 

Tips	  
• You don't have to submit the story in the end (and if  you do, you probably 

shouldn't submit the version you write today. Put it away for a couple of  weeks, 
show it to writing-friends, revise it, format it according to the market's 
guidelines and then send it). 

• You can find market and contest listings at Duotrope.com, WritersMarket.com 
(subscription), Poets & Writers and many, many other places online. I have 
subscription to Duotrope and find it to be the best managed market listings site 
I've come across in almost 20 years of  using the things. 

• Go beyond the obvious ideas suggested by the theme or guidelines. Try out 
several different characters and scenarios. Push your ideas into the realms of  
the ridiculous and beyond, before you ever start writing one of  them. 
Remember, editors are going for receive hundreds of  entries for every 
publishing slot they have. Your best bet is to be original. Part of  that is your 
voice, but part of  it is your ability to push past the first, obvious idea you have. 

Go! 

How did writing to spec or with a deadline, feel? Did you find a market 

that seemed particularly promising? Did you choose a contest with an 

upcoming deadline? Share them (if  you dare) in the comments or the 

community. 

http://duotrope.com/
http://writersmarket.com/
http://www.pw.org/literary_magazines
http://storyaday.org/activity


!



May	  26	  -‐	  It	  Ain't	  Easy	  Being...	  
Today's writing prompt is a traditional 'scenario' prompt. I give you the scene 

and a character, you run wild with it. 

The	  Prompt	  
Tonight is the kid's talent show. Your character is determined to be there. 

Unfortunately your main character is no run-of-the-mill suburban parent. This 

time, thought, they're not going to let that job get in the way. No matter what 

comes up they're going to let someone else handle it. They can't stand the thought 

of  getting that look from the kid one more time... 

Tips	  
" 

• The prompt is intentionally vague. Your character can be male, female, trans; 
human, fish-person, orc (hey, where is it written that orcs can't be caring 
parents?)...the kid can be any kid, any age --- whatever works for you. 

• What could possibly keep this parent from seeing all their kid's shows and 
games, and has them running late to the few birthday parties they've managed 
to attend? 

• Will you write a humorous tale of  disaster or a dark, sinister horror thriller? 
Will your story be uplifting or tragic, or a more realistic mixture of  both. 

GO! 

What job did you give your parent? Did you write realistic, fantastic, or 

inspirational fiction? Tell us how you got on in the comments or in the 

community. 

!

http://storyaday.org/prompt-parent
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  27	  -‐	  Locked	  Room	  Mystery	  
Today's scenario starts with character and very little in the way of  setting. 

The	  Prompt	  
Alex is cold. She is climbing a snow-laden mountain. The wind strips the heat 

from her as soon as it radiates out to her skin. She clutches her arms. They’re bare! 

Where is her coat? She wants to sit down, lie down, but knows that is the most 

dangerous thing she can do. Suddenly, she's doing it anyway. But the snow feels 

wrong under her body. It is smooth and hard and dry and not at all like snow. In an 

instant her hip and cheek are aching as if  she's been lying here for hours. She can't 

hear the wind anymore. She is still cold but now she knows she is inside. In a 

room? She opens her eyes. She has been dreaming. Instead of  the unending 

expanse of  the world around her, she can see only a few feet to the dirty white 

wall. She is still in the room. On the floor. Her chest contracts, but she lacks even 

the strength to curl up in a ball and cry. She is still here. Maybe this afternoon she 

will try the door handle again. Or maybe not. 

Tips	  
• Alex needn't be a woman. Or human. Or called Alex. But start your story with 

someone in a (presumably) locked room. Make us care about your character, or 
at least wonder what he/she has done. 

• If  you're not a fan of  mystery, you can let Alex out of  the room quickly. 
• If  you don't like the tone I set with this opening, write your own.  
• Your character's prison need not be physical. Maybe the door is unlocked and 

your character is in a comfortable bed, but is locked into a psychological hell 
instead. 

• Or maybe this is the opening to a comic tale where Alex has done something 
incredibly silly and ended up here. She needs to extricate herself  from the 
situation, piece together what exactly led her to be here, and set about putting 
things right, in a ridiculous, hilarious way. 

GO! 

How	  did	  your	  story	  turn	  out?	  How	  are	  you	  doing,	  27	  days	  into	  the	  
challenge?	  Are	  you	  looking	  forward	  to	  the	  end	  or	  will	  you	  miss	  this?	  
Comment	  or	  join	  the	  conversaFon	  in	  the	  community.  

http://storyaday.org/prompt-locked-room-2
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  28	  -‐	  Holiday	  Story	  
And yes, I do mean the winter/Christmas/Thanksgiving/Hannukka/Samhain/

Diwali/Hogmanay/New Year/Kwanzaa/Chinese New Year/Solstice/Saturnalia/

Festivus November/December/January type of  holiday. 

If  you ever think of  submitting your stories to literary magazines, contests, 

anthologies, or other publications, you need to know two things: 

1. They are often themed and holiday stories are always popular, 
2. Your story needs to be written, edited, submitted, selected, corrected, and green 

lit, month in advance of  the actual holiday. 
Write your December stories now. Time's running out. 

The	  Prompt	  
Write A Story Tied To A Holiday That Takes Place In November/

December/January/February 

Tips	  
• Evoke the sights, smells, sounds and emotions you associate with that holiday. 
• Put on some appropriate holiday music to get you in the mood. 
• Go beyond the obvious idea for the story associated with your chosen holiday. 

No saccharine tales of  redemption or bitter humbug retellings of  A Christmas 
Carol, for us! 

• Make the characters stronger than the trappings of  the holiday. 
• Write the story for someone who has never participated in your holiday 

traditions. Show them what it's like to be you at Christmas/Hanukkah/
Hogmanay/Groundhog Day. 

GO! 

Which holiday did you choose? What did you do to get in the mood? Do 

you think you'll revise and submit this story to a publication? Tell us in the 

comments or join the conversation in the Community. 

!

http://storyaday.org/prompt-holiday-story
http://storyadya.org/activity


Week	  4	  Wrap	  Up	  
How did you do with being spoon-fed a scenario every day? 

Did you like it or, by this point, are you so full of  your own ideas that you 

ignored my prompts and just wrote? 

!
If  you blog about your reflections, be sure to share a link in the StoryADay 

community or Tweet it with the hashtag #storyaday or simply send me an email 

(julie@storyaday.org) and I’ll link to it in my social media feeds. 

!
!

mailto:julie@storyaday.org


Week	  5	  

ReflecFons	  
Only three days to go!  

This is the perfect time to reflect on what you’ve learned this month so far and 

to think about what comes next? Will you keep writing short stories? Get back to 

the novel-in-progress? Start revising the stories from earlier in the month and 

figure out how to get them to readers? Will you commit to writing a short story a 

month for the next year? How about collecting three Story Sparks a day for the 

rest of  the year? 

!



May	  29	  -‐	  Start	  A	  Riot	  
On May 29, 1913, Igor Stravinsky's ballet score The Rites of  Spring premiered in 

Paris and sparked a riot! 

(Wouldn't you love to have a short-story-reading public that was so passionate 

about the art, they were willing to throw punches?!) 

The	  Prompt	  
Write About A Gathering Of  Experts That Degenerates Into A Rammy 

Tips	  
" 

• This could take place at a business or scientific conference. Imagine someone 
presenting a radical, innovative idea and being rowdily challenged by his fellows. 

• This could be historical, present day, fantastical or sci-fi. 
• Make sure you set high stakes for the participants. In Stravinsky's case, he was a 

young composer, trusted by the great choreographer Diaghalev to compose 
something new and untested. There were two factions in the audience: the 
wealthy, conservative ballet lovers and the young upstarts who wanted to 
revolutionize all things artistic. What will your story's opposing forces have to 
lose if  their ideas are rejected? 

• Remember, as well as the spectacle and opportunity for action in this story, it 
must be about characters. Make us care about your characters. 

GO! 

What did you write about? Did you find yourself  writing more action than 

usual? Tell us in the comments or in the community. 

!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Rite_of_Spring#Premiere
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  30	  -‐	  215	  
There are 215 days left in the year. What will you do with them?  

The	  Prompt	  
Two Hundred And Fifteen 

Tips	  
" 

• Um... 
• You could really go anywhere with this. 
• Use the number as a countdown; a hotel room number; the number of  tasks 

someone has set themselves to complete before they die...anything. 
• Remember to give us a character through whose emotions we can feel the 

whole impact of  the story. 
GO! 

What did you do with the number 215? Leave a comment or join the 

discussion in the community. 

!

http://storyaday.org/writing-prompt-215
http://storyaday.org/activity


May	  31	  -‐	  An	  Ending	  And	  A	  Beginning	  
It's the end of  your month of  short story writing. 

But it is just the beginning of  the rest of  your writing life. 

I hope the challenge this year has opened your eyes to how very, very creative 

you can be; to how well you can write; and how important it is to the world that 

you keep writing. 

Stay tuned for more information on the upcoming Revisions course and do 

keep in touch! 

The	  Prompt	  
An Ending And A Beginning 

Tips	  
• Without wishing to sound like a motivational poster, the end of  one thing leads 

to the beginning of  something else. Write your story today in that moment of  
transition. 

• Will your character struggle with the idea of  the ending, or be wildly excited 
about the new beginning? Will your character's expectations be upset? By what? 

• Every stage of  life has transitions. Some are expected (leaving school, getting 
married, starting a new job) and others come completely out of  the blue (a 
death, the end of  a friendship, a job offer, a pregnancy, someone else leaving 
home). Think about how this affects your character's reaction. 

• Go to town on this story. Use everything you have learned this month about: 
how you write best, when you write best, what length works for you, what 
tone/style works for you, what kinds of  characters speak to you most, the kinds 
of  dialogue or description that you enjoy,  the use of  suspense, beginnings, 
middles, ends, theme, character, conflict, action, the ways you've learned to get 
yourself  into the writing zone... Everything you have worked on in your writing 
this month is a tool you can use in this story, today. Have fun. Let yourself  go. 
Finish the story. 

• Get up tomorrow and keep writing. 
GO! 

!
!



Wrap	  Up	  
AWOOOOOOOOOOHAAAAAA! We have reached the end of  the 

month. Take a moment to let out a whoop of  joy and accomplishment (if  

you finished even one story then you're a winner in my book. But if  you 

finished 31? I bow in awe!). Then leave a comment, write a blog, pop into 

the community. Share your joy. Share what you've learned. Share your 

frustrations. Make plans for the future. Tell us, tell us, tell us, and never stop 

writing! 

Thank you for making this month and this challenge so utterly amazing. The 

world is a better place for having your stories in it! 

!
What’s	  Next?	  

If  you have enjoyed StoryADay and want more, make sure that you have signed 

up for the Advance Notice List to find out all the news about upcoming 

StoryADay events. 

If  you aren’t already subscribed to receive the weekly Write On Wednesday 

Prompts By Email, sign up now. 

You can follow me on Twitter @storyadaymay. 

!
Most of  all, keep writing! 

Julie 

julie@storyaday.org

http://storyaday.org/groups/the-victory-dance
http://storyaday.org/activity
http://storyaday.org/signup
http://eepurl.com/AKD6T

