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Some  compan ies  don ’ t  o f f e r  the  oppor tun i t y  f o r  a  p ro fes s iona l ,  company -

sponso red  fund ra i se r .  Bu t  tha t  doesn ’ t  mean  tha t  you  can ’ t  o f f e r  one  to

o rgan i za t ions  and  c lubs  i n  you r  a rea .

I n  th i s  gu ide ,  I  w i l l  cove r  the  f i ve  bas i c  gu ide l ines  o f  c rea t ing  you r  own

fundra i s ing  p rog ram .  Be  su re  to  r ev iew  my  Fund ra i s i ng  Check l i s t  gu ide  fo r

more  in fo rmat ion  a s  we l l .

1 .  S e l e c t  y o u r  p r o d u c t s .  The  m i s take  I  see  many  Consu l t an t s  mak ing  i s  tha t

they  a l l ow  the  o rgan i za t ion  to  se l l  f r om the  en t i r e  ca ta log .  Th i s  makes

cho i ces  ove rwhe lming  and  more  d i f f i cu l t  f o r  the  se l l e r s ,  e spec i a l l y  i f  t hey  a re

k ids .  You  want  to  keep  you r  p roduc t  op t ions  unde r  20  p ieces .  I  sugges t

se lec t ing  12  i t ems  f rom you r  ca ta log .

2 .  P r i c i n g  y o u r  p r o d u c t s .  Ano the r  g rea t  t i p  i s  t o  c rea te  cons i s ten t  p r i c ing  fo r

you r  p roduc t s ,  w i th  sh ipp ing  inc luded .  Th i s  makes  i t  eas i e r  f o r  the  se l l e r s  to

ca l cu la te  on  the  t a l l y  shee t .  Fo r  example ,  i f  a  p roduc t  i s  $9 .99 ,  o f f e r  i t  a t  $12

to  inc lude  t ax  and  sh ipp ing  cos t s .

I f  you  can ’ t  o f f e r  eve ry  p roduc t  a t  the  same  p r i c ing  l eve l ,  you  can  b reak  you r

p roduc t s  up  in to  ca tego r i e s .  Fo r  example ,  i t ems  o f f e red  a t  $12 ,  i t ems  o f f e red

a t  $15  and  i t ems  o f f e red  a t  $25 .   
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3 .  D e s i g n  y o u r  m i n i  c a t a l o g  a n d  t a l l y  s h e e t s .  No t  a  g raph i c  des igne r ?  No

prob lem .  On l ine  app l i ca t i ons  and  too l s  l i ke  canva . com make  i t  easy  fo r

anyone  to  c rea te  the  documents  and  mate r i a l s  they  need  w i th  the i r  s imp le

d rag  and  d rop  des ign  method .

When  c rea t ing  you r  m in i  ca ta log ,  keep  i t  s imp le .  A l so  t r y  to  keep  i t  a s  sma l l

a s  you  can  to  he lp  w i th  p r in t ing  cos t s .

 On  you r  ca ta log ,  you  w i l l  a l so  want  to  make  su re  the re  i s  a  p l ace  fo r

cus tomers  to  p l ace  the i r  o rde r .  You  w i l l  wan t  to  mode l  th i s  o f f  o f  o the r

fund ra i se r s  you  have  seen ,  l i ke  the  G i r l  S cou t™  cook ie  shee t .  You  w i l l  a l so

want  to  use  canva . com o r  M ic roso f t  Word  to  he lp  c rea te  you r  mas te r  t a l l y

shee t  fo r  the  o rgan i za t ion .  I f  you  a re  o f f e r ing  you r  fund ra i se r  to  a  s choo l ,  you

wi l l  want  to  o f f e r  a  t a l l y  shee t  fo r  each  c l a s s ,  and  then  a  mas te r  t a l l y  shee t

fo r  the  s choo l .  
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4 .  F i g u r e  o u t  y o u r  c o m m i s s i o n  v s .  t h e i r  p r o f i t .  When  i t  comes  to  p ro f i t ,  you

don ’ t  want  to  g i ve  up  you r  en t i r e  commiss ion  to  the  o rgan i za t ion .  Remember ,

th i s  i s  s t i l l  a  bus iness  s t r a tegy ,  and  a s  such ,  the  goa l  i s  t o  gene ra te  i ncome

fo r  you r se l f .   F igu re  ou t  wha t  pe r cen tage  o f  commiss ion  you  w i l l  o f f e r ,  a s

we l l  a s  wha t  to  do  w i th  you r  hos t  bene f i t s .  You  can  o f f e r  them to  the

o rgan i za t ion ,  keep  i t  f o r  you r se l f ,  o r  sp l i t  i t  w i th  them .

 A  g rea t  i dea  i s  t o  o f f e r  p roduc t s ,  u s ing  the  hos t  c red i t ,  t o  the  top  se l l e r  f rom

eve ry  c l a s s .

5 .  R e a c h  o u t  t o  y o u r  c o m p a n y .  Even  i f  you r  company  doesn ’ t  o f f e r  a

Fundra i s ing  p rog ram fo r  you  to  t ake  advan tage  o f ,  t hey  may  s t i l l  be  w i l l i ng  to

he lp  you ,  e spec i a l l y  i f  you  have  l anded  a  l a rge  o rgan i za t ion .  So  don ’ t  hes i t a te

to  r each  ou t  to  them to  see  i f  t h i s  i s  someth ing  they  wou ld  be  w i l l i ng  to

ass i s t  w i th .

 You r  company  a l so  app rec i a tes  you r  i npu t  and  want s  to  hea r  f rom you .  I f  you r

company  doesn ’ t  o f f e r  a  Fundra i s ing  p rog ram bu t  i t  i s  s t r a tegy  you  want  to  be

ab le  to  o f f e r  f rom the  company ,  one  o f  the  se rv i ces  I  o f f e r  i s  comple te

Fundra i s ing  p rog ram des ign .  I  wou ld  work  w i th  you r  company  to  c rea te  the

Fundra i s ing  p rog ram tha t  i s  bes t  f o r  you  and  fo r  you r  l oca l  o rgan i za t ions .  


