
October 10, 2013 

 

U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse 

Hart Senate Office Bldg. Room 530 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senator Whitehouse: 

 

I’m the co-founder and CEO of Splitwise, a Providence-based, Betaspring-backed technology 

startup that makes it easy to split bills with friends and family. We are currently operating under 

the threat of a low-quality patent application from Google, and I am writing to ask you to support 

patent reform. 

 

Splitwise is the current market leader in group expense tracking, with over 300,000 registered 

users and growing fast. Our work has been covered in MSN Money, TIME Magazine, the New 

York Times, the Providence Journal, AOL News, and many other news outlets. 

 

As has been widely reported in GeekWire, CNET and other news outlets on October 6th 2013, 

Google has recently published an absurd patent application for “tracking group expenses and 

payments.” Ironically, we are the top hit on Google for the English phrase “split bills.” Our 

software works nearly identically to the way the invention is described in the patent. If the patent 

office allows this overbroad patent through, litigation costs to us to fight it will be tremendous 

and could kill our company. 

 

This will hurt our Rhode Island and Providence based investors and the entire innovation 

ecosystem in software currently forming in Providence. 

 

Splitwise’s founders have supported patent reform for the software industry even before the 

events of the week. The Electronic Frontier Foundation has always mirrored our beliefs on 

patents. 

 

Fortunately, there is now bipartisan legislation to address this problem in Congress.  Senate Bill 

866, The Patent Quality Improvement Act, introduced by Senator Charles Schumer and the 

Stopping the Offensive Use of Patents Act (STOP Act), House Bill 276, introduced by 

Representatives Daniel Issa and Judy Chu, will help startups and other small businesses fight 

back against unfounded lawsuits. 

 

The bill will expand the Patent and Trademark Office’s covered business method program 

(CBM), eliminating a generation of bad patents and helping local businesses bypass lengthy and 

expensive court proceedings.  It will also improve the quality of patents being granted to prevent 

overly broad business method patents from being issued in the first place. 

 

I’m not sure if this bill will come quickly enough to help Splitwise in our particular case, but it is 

good for Software and good for Rhode Island. I believe supporting it is the right thing to do.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jonathan Bittner 

CEO and Co-Founder 


