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Why Caravan?
At Caravan, our mission is to lead kids on a journey of discovery, prayer and obedience to make Jesus known among 
the nations! 

Our characters and stories are designed to help kids learn about missions and culture and to have fun doing it! 
Conceived, written and designed by IMB Christian workers serving throughout Asia with kids of their own, the 
Caravan seeks to help kids learn and understand the little known facts and challenges of sharing Jesus in a cross-
cultural setting.  

So join the fun … and help us make Christ known along the way!

How to use this material 

Caravan stories and media are intended to be very flexible to accommodate a variety 
of needs and children from preschool ages to fifth grade. Collections such as this 
one are designed to help you teach a particular theme (such as religion, festivals and 
Christian basics) over a number of weeks. You can use these materials as a teacher or a 
parent. Stories can stand-alone or be combined with suggested activities — whatever 
best suits your group or child’s needs.

For more stories and activities, visit caravanfriends.org. For help teaching kids to share 
God’s Word, check out our “Go & Tell” resources! You can download them for free!
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The next day, Zeke and the crew had a picnic lunch in Central Park. For dinner, they took Tai Shan 

to Chinatown. While the rest of the group had eaten lots of different food, Tai Shan gorged himself on 

American hot dogs and Googly ate more apples than Zeke could count. After a couple of days Zeke 

knew Tai Shan was seriously ready for a bowl of noodles. He had no idea, though, what was going on 

with Googly and his apple obsession.

On their third and final day, Vijay took the Caravan to his home in “Little India.” As they passed 

store after store of Indian groceries, clothing, and jewelry, Raj said, “Wow! You were right, Vijay. This is 

just like being on the streets of Bangalore, except we’re in America!”

“I’m going to have a hard time leaving here,” Madu said. “I like it that we can find a piece of 

“home” anywhere in this city. And I like that we are all together. ” 

“This really is a city where cultures blend together,” Tancho said. “I’ve seen so many people from so 

many different countries.” 

 “My Dad says seeing all these different cultures together makes him think of Heaven,” Zeke said. 

“Heaven?” Googly frowned, finishing yet another apple. “I thought Heaven would have angels and 

harps and streets of gold.” 

Zeke laughed. “Well, Googly, the Bible does talk about streets of gold in Heaven, but it also says 

that people from ‘every nation, tribe, people and language’ will be there.” 

“That’s cool,” Raj said. “So that means that there will be Indians and Chinese and Vietnamese and 

Indonesians and Malaysians and …”
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Parent/Teacher Guide

“NYC, here we come!”

Learning Objectives:

Preschool (Ages 3-5)

Students know they can Connect with Faith by asking Jesus to help them and they can Connect with Love by loving Jesus.

Grades 1-4

Students will Connect with Trust through belief that Jesus is God’s Son and will Connect with Others by praying for others 

to know about Jesus.

Grades 5-6

Students will Connect with Life through helping others and showing others God’s love.

Opening Activity Suggestions:

Preschool (Ages 3-5)

Using the provided story image, children color a picture from the story.

Grades 1-4

Activity 1: Students put scenes from the story in order and pray for those who have not yet heard.

Grades 5-6

Students brainstorm ways to show God’s love to others.

Background Information

For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

Tancho, Raj, Madu, Tai Shan, Googly, and Berani

Each character is an animal and part of the “Asia Caravan.” Please read each character’s profile for more information on 

him as well as their animal species (www.caravanfriends.org). Tell the children some information about each character.

Zeke
Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The Caravan characters serve 

as guides for Zeke. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org). 

The Big Apple

The story of Zeke and the caravan takes place in New York City also known as “The Big Apple” because of all the things to 

see and do- it has the appeal of big, shiny apple.

Lifeway VBS 2011

This story and activities were created to use in conjunction with Lifeway’s 2011 Vacation Bible School “The Big Apple 

Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.”
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NYC ,

Here W
e Come!

Teacher’s Guidebook

“He made 
man, and he 
patterned man after himself.”

“Friend, your 
disobedience 
is forgiven.” 

“You will receive power when 
God's Spirit comes.” 

Promise & Baptism

Paralyzed Man Death&Life

Spirit

“You are my 
son. I love you and you bring me great joy.” 

“He has risen, just like he told you he would.”

Creation

Things to think about when you 

hear or read a Bible story:

1. What did you like?
2. What confused you?

3. What did you learn about God?

4. What did you learn about people?

5. How can you use what you learned in 

your life this week?
6. How will you remember this story?

7. Who will you tell this story to?

See more on missions at:
kidsonmission.org

God loves all people and everyone 

needs the chance to hear the 

Good News of Jesus.

Use Bible stories to share the Gospel

 with children and to teach children how to 

share God’s Word themselves.

Visit CaravanFriends.org for 

stories, games and more!
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Cut out the cards below to use them as cues and reminders when reviewing stories with the children. 

Full page versions are available online at www.CaravanFriends.org > Live It!

http://caravanfriends.org
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Dear Parents

The Caravan is an IMB kids’ adventure designed to teach your kids about international missions. Caravan’s 
mission is to lead kids on a journey of discovery, prayer and obedience to make Jesus known among the 
nations!

As you talk with your kids each week, ask them what they learned and encourage them to retell the story they 
heard in their own words. By retelling the story, kids learn how easy it is to share their faith with others through 
stories, just as Jesus did! 

Additional stories, resources and activities are available on the Caravan website. We hope you’ll take a moment 
to explore the site for ideas you can use in your family devotions as well! 

Thanks!

The Caravan Team
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You have three main goals when you lead a story discussion: to help children understand the story, to help them 
discover any truths or biblical principles they should live by, and to challenge them to apply what they learn. The 
idea is to help children discover the truths found in the story for themselves. In this way, God can use the story or 
biblical principle to bring about conviction, discovery, growth, and/or application.

There are three parts to a storying session: facts, discovery and application.

Facts: After telling the story, ask fact questions help ascertain whether children remember the facts of the story – 
the characters, events and plot. Ensuring that children have the facts of the story makes certain they remember it 
well enough to think about discovery questions.

After going over fact questions, ask a volunteer to retell the story. If children are hesitant to retell the story, ask 
for a group retelling (letting individuals tell different parts of the story). Encourage the group to make good-
natured corrections when things are told incorrectly, left out or not in order. Remember: the more someone 
hears a story, the more likely he is to remember the lessons he learns from it.

Discovery: Discovery questions provide an individual child opportunity to discover truth based on events within 
the story. Children are more likely to remember truth that they discover than things they are told to believe; the 
truths becomes “theirs” when they discern it for themselves. These questions are relatively easy for children to 
answer because they determine what they find important.

Five easy, yet profound, questions that can be asked with any story are:

1. What did you like?
2. What confused you?
3. What did you learn about God?
4. What did you learn about people?
5. How can you use what you discovered from 

the story in your life this week?

These questions are designed to help children process the story. Children should be encouraged to freely 
express their thoughts in answering these questions.

Application: The last question listed above turns the discussion to ways to apply what children have learned 
from the story. After children have discovered any truths and biblical principles found within the story, challenge 
them to obey what they have learned and be accountable for doing so. Sometimes it is difficult for children 
to verbally express answers to application questions; they just “know” it but can’t explain it. Application may 
take time to process. This is one reason why it is important to often review previously told stories several times. 
Discuss possible applications with the children, drawing out their thoughts, reactions, and discoveries – Let them 
guide the conversation to discuss how they can apply what they have learned.

To incorporate a Caravan story into a longer children’s group time use 
any related activities. You can also find a variety of supplemental prayer 
guides, group games, coloring pages, activites and more on our website. 

Leading a Caravan Story
Discussion



Meet the Caravan Friends
What: Boy
Knows: Christianity
Country: USA

What: Cobra
Knows: Hinduism
Country: India

What: Rhino
Knows: Islam
Country: Indonesia

What: Cow
Knows: Hinduism
Country: India

What: Yak
Knows: Buddhism
Country: Bhutan

What: Monkey
Knows: Animism
Country: any

What: Elephant
Knows: Sikhism
Country: India

What: Mongoose
Knows: Islam
Country: Bangladesh

What: Gecko
Knows: Buddhism
Country: Sri Lanka

What:  Sun Bear
Knows: Islam
Country: Malaysia

What: Seagull
Knows: Islam
Country: The Maldives

What: Turtle
Knows: Buddhism
Country: Thailand

What: Tiger
Knows: Hinduism
Country: Nepal

What: Camel
Knows: Islam
Country: Pakistan

What: Giant Panda
Knows: Buddhism
Country: China

What: Crane
Knows: Shintoism
Country: Japan

What: Red Squirrel
Knows: Buddhism
Country: Korea

What: Racehorse
Knows: Animism
Country: Mongolia
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Witnessing

Memorize

Since Bangles became a Christian, she 
wants the whole world to know about what 
Jesus did. One way that she witnesses with 
other people is through the bangles, or 
bracelets, that she wears. Do you know 
what each colored bangle represents in 
Bangles’ witness story?

Black: The black bangle represents sin. “ For all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” – 
Romans 3:23 (HCSB)

Red: The red bangle represents the blood that Jesus 
shed on the cross. “For God loved the world in this 
way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal 
life.” – John 3:16 (HCSB)

White: The white bangle represents how our sins 
are washed whiter than snow. “Purify me with 
hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be 
whiter than snow.” – Psalm 51:7 (HCSB)

Blue: The blue bangle represents baptism. "Whoev-
er believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoev-
er does not believe will be condemned.” 
– Mark 16:16 (HCSB)

Green: The green bangle represents growing In the 
Lord. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” – 2 Peter 3:18 (HCSB)

Yellow: The yellow bangle represents the promise 
of eternal life. “In My Father's house are many 
dwelling places;   if not, I would have told you. I am 
going away  to prepare a place for you.” 
– John 14:2 (HCSB)
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NYC ,
Here We Come!
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Parent/Teacher Guide

“NYC, here we come!”
Learning Objectives:
Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Students know they can Connect with Faith by asking Jesus to help them and they can Connect with Love by loving Jesus.

Grades 1-4
Students will Connect with Trust through belief that Jesus is God’s Son and will Connect with Others by praying for others 
to know about Jesus.

Grades 5-6
Students will Connect with Life through helping others and showing others God’s love.

Opening Activity Suggestions:
Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Using the provided story image, children color a picture from the story.

Grades 1-4
Activity 1: Students put scenes from the story in order and pray for those who have not yet heard.

Grades 5-6
Students brainstorm ways to show God’s love to others.

Background Information
For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

Tancho, Raj, Madu, Tai Shan, Googly, and Berani
Each character is an animal and part of the “Asia Caravan.” Please read each character’s profile for more information on 
him as well as their animal species (www.caravanfriends.org). Tell the children some information about each character.

Zeke
Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The Caravan characters serve 
as guides for Zeke. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org). 

The Big Apple
The story of Zeke and the caravan takes place in New York City also known as “The Big Apple” because of all the things to 
see and do- it has the appeal of big, shiny apple.

Lifeway VBS 2011
This story and activities were created to use in conjunction with Lifeway’s 2011 Vacation Bible School “The Big Apple 
Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.”
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The Stories:

The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the children and allow 
them to follow along. 

Preschool: NYC, Here We Come!
Grades 1-4:  NYC, Here We Come!
Grades 5-6:  NYC, Here We Come!

For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6:  Understanding
The theme of this year’s VBS is the “Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.” 

In the story, the Caravan friends connect in New York City also called the Big Apple.  Zeke explains to his friends how New 
York reminds his dad of Heaven because people from every country live in New York. In Heaven people from every nation 
will connect with God and each other.

Ask children to think about ways we can connect with God and each other. 

Some possible answers for preschoolers:
Asking Jesus to help us
Loving Jesus
Helping Others

Some possible answers for Grades 1-4 and Grades 5-6:
Believing that Jesus is God’s Son
Telling others about Jesus
Helping Others

Additional Bible verses that talk about connecting with God and others: 
Matthew 14:14
John 21:17
John 20:31
Matthew 28:19-20
Galatians 5:13

Bible Verses:
Preschool
Teach children Romans 10:17. 
Say: “Faith comes from hearing the message.” 
 
Grades 1-4
Teach children Romans 10:17.
“Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”

Grades 5-6:
Teach students Romans 10:17.
Romans 10:17: Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of 
Christ.
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Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool
Activity 1: Students draw ways that Jesus helps them.
Activity 2:  Students put scenes from the story in order

Grades 1-4
Activity 2: Students play a hot dog vendor game to learn to trust in Jesus.

Grades 5-6
Activity 1: Students organize a workday project.

Closing Prayer

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Pray that God will help us love Jesus and ask Jesus for help every day.

Grades 1-4
Pray that God will help us trust in Jesus and tell others about Him.
Pray that God will raise up people who can share the gospel with all the people around the world who have never heard 
about Jesus’s love.

Grades 5-6
Pray for opportunities to show God’s love to others.
Pray that God will send more workers to share His Good News with the entire World.
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Zeke was born and raised in the United States of America. For as 
long as he can remember, he has dreamed of traveling the world. 

He has a great imagination. When Zeke was younger, he made rockets 
and airplanes from empty boxes and plastic bottles. He pretended that 
he could build a cool aircraft to take him to distant places and on big 
adventures.
Zeke and his family go to church every Sunday — and many other 
times for special events and services. He still has his first picture Bible 
that his father used to teach him about God and Jesus. One day after 
his pastor shared the Gospel, Zeke realized that he had never asked 
Jesus to forgive him of his sins and to be the boss of his life. At home, 
he told his mom and dad that he wanted to do that. Zeke prayed for 
Jesus’ forgiveness and gift of salvation that day.
Since that day, Zeke’s imagination has taken him on adventure after 
adventure to learn about the peoples of the world and to make sure they 
have a chance to hear the Good News! At school, he heard that Asia has 
about half of the world’s people. Zeke also learned that millions and 
millions of people in Asia have never heard that Jesus loves them. Join 
Zeke as his imagination takes him to the ends of the earth.

[ZEE-k]  a name that is short for Ezekiel which means “God strengthens.” 
Zeke

Zeke

How welcome are the feet 
of those who announce the 

gospel of good things!    
Romans 10:15 (HCSB)
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Preschool
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Zeke and Raj visit New York City.

Raj rides an airplane from India.

“Welcome to America,” Zeke says.

“It is a long way from India to 
New York City,” Raj says.

Zeke and Raj visit many places 
in New York City.

They have fun together.

Raj likes the Statue of 
Liberty.

He also likes “Little India.” It 
reminds him of home. 

Zeke and Raj
take a trip



Faith comes from 
hearing the message. 

Romans 1:17
CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2010 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

“There are people from many different countries here,” Raj says.

“Yes,” Zeke says.  “It is a little bit like Heaven.”

“How?” Raj asks.

“There will be lots of different people in Heaven, too,” Zeke says. 
“But all of them will worship Jesus.” 

“I like that!” Raj says.
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Activity 1 for Preschool

Connect with Faith Activity

Supplies needed:

1. Apple-shaped coloring sheets
2. Colors
3. Safety Scissors (optional)

Preparation:

Provide each student with one apple coloring sheet and enough colors to share. You can cut the coloring 
sheets into apple shapes or allow students to cut themselves.

Connect with Faith Activity:

Explain to students:
The theme of this year’s VBS is the “Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.” 

In the story, the Caravan friends connect in New York City also called the Big Apple.  Zeke explains to his 
friends how New York reminds his dad of Heaven because people from every country live in New York. In 
Heaven people from every nation will connect with God and each other. 

We don’t have to wait for heaven to connect with 
Jesus. We can connect with faith when we ask Jesus to 
help us.  

Ask students:
Use your Big Apple coloring sheets and draw 
some things that you can ask Jesus to help you do. 
(Examples: Obey parents, be kind to siblings, help 
others, learn something new such as ride a bike or 
write your name, etc.)
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Activity 2 for Preschool
Connect with Love Activity

Supplies needed:

1. Scene cards from the story
2. Magnetic Board

Preparation:

Cut out the story scene cards and laminate if desired. Attach magnets or double-sided tape to each card so that it 
will stick to a magnetic board or the wall. 

Connect with Love Activity:

Explain to students:
The theme of this year’s VBS is the “Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.” 

In the story, the Caravan friends connect in New York City also called the Big Apple.  Zeke explains to his friends how 
New York reminds his dad of Heaven because people from every country live in New York. In Heaven people from 
every nation will connect with God and each other. 

We don’t have to wait for heaven to connect with Jesus. We can connect with love when we show our love to Jesus.  
One way we show our love for Jesus is through prayer.

Ask students:
As a group, put the Caravan story in order. Make a special effort to point out the friends praying at ground zero and 
reemphasize the point that they are showing they love Jesus when they pray.  After the story is in order, explain to 
students that even though every nation will be represented in heaven, there are many people around the world 
who have not yet heard about Jesus.

As a group, pray for all the people around the world that have not heard about Jesus. Ask that God would raise up 
workers to go to the nations.
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NYC, here we come! Scene Cards
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NYC, here we come! Scene Cards
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NYC, here we come! Scene Cards
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Grades
1-4
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“Hey guys! Over here!” Zeke waved to his friends. 
“Welcome to the Big Apple!”

“I’d love an apple!” Googly exclaimed. “I’m starving!”

Raj, Googly and Tai Shan were finally in New York 
City. Zeke and his family arrived the day before. They were 
meeting Raj’s cousin, Vijay, who lived in the city and was 
going to show them around. 

After the introductions, Vijay said, “So happy to have you! Come, my car is just this way.”

“Vijay, I thought by now you would sound like a New Yorker,” Raj said. “But you still have your 
Indian accent.”

“It is very easy to be Indian here, Raj,” Vijay 
laughed. “There are so many Indians here that 
sometimes I forget I am in the U.S.”

“New York has lots of people from other 
countries,” Zeke agreed. “Vijay and I thought we 
might stop for lunch in Chinatown so Tai Shan can 
get some noodles.”

“Noodles sound great!” Tai Shan chimed in. “But 
I really want to try a hot dog on the street!”

“And I want an apple!” Googly insisted.

“Then we shall have hot dogs … and an apple for 
Googly,” Vijay laughed. 

The group loaded into Vijay’s van and headed to their hotel.  After eating hot dogs from a local 
street vendor and buying Googly an apple at a local fruit market, the group went to bed early. They 
were all tired after more than twenty-seven hours of flying!

The next morning, Tai Shan and Googly woke up early. While Tai Shan was getting dressed, 
Googly looked out the window of their hotel room. It was still dark outside. 

NYC , here we come!
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“Does it ever get daylight here?” he wondered 
aloud to no one in particular. “And where is that Big 
Apple?”

After another few hours watching American 
cartoons, Tai Shan, Googly and Raj were the first to 
arrive at breakfast. Zeke arrived a few minutes later. 
He seemed a little grumpy. 

“What’s wrong, Zeke?” Raj asked. “You don’t 
seem very happy.”

“Sorry,” Zeke said. “I’m not used to being up this 
early. I forgot the three of you would be jet-lagged.”

“What’s jet-lag?” Googly asked, looking a little 
wild-eyed and munching yet another apple. 

“Jet-lag happens when you travel across a lot of time zones,” Zeke explained. 

Before Zeke could explain more, Vijay arrived. The group spent most of the day seeing New York’s 
most famous landmarks — the Statue of Liberty, Times Square, Broadway and Wall Street. At Ground 
Zero, the Caravan crew stopped for a minute and said a prayer together.

The next day, the four friends had a picnic lunch in Central Park. For dinner, they took Tai Shan to 
Chinatown. He had only eaten American hot dogs, and Zeke knew he wanted some noodles.  Googly 
was still eating lots of apples, but Zeke didn’t understand why. 

On their last day in New York, Vijay took the Caravan to 
his home in “Little India.” They passed stores filled with Indian 
groceries, clothing, and jewelry. 

Raj said, “Wow! You were right, Vijay. This is just like being on 
the streets of Bangalore, except we’re in America!”

“I’m going to have a hard time leaving here,” Tai Shan said. “I 
like it that we can find a piece of “home” anywhere in this city. And 
I like that we are all together. ” 

“My Dad says seeing this many people from so many different 
countries all in one makes him think of Heaven,” Zeke said. 

“Heaven?” Googly frowned, finishing yet another apple. “I 
thought Heaven would have angels and harps and streets of gold.” 

Zeke laughed. “Well, Googly, the Bible does talk about streets of 
gold in Heaven, but it also says that people from ‘every nation, tribe, 



Faith comes from 
hearing the message, 

and the message is 
heard through the 

word of Christ. 
Romans 10:17
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people and language’ will be there.” 

“That’s cool,” Raj said. “So that means that there will be Indians and Chinese and Vietnamese and 
Indonesians and Malaysians and …”

Tai Shan continued, “And Japanese and Koreans and Burmese and Cambodians and Thais …” 

“Yes,” Zeke interrupted them. “But the best part is that all those people will be together in Heaven 
because they are followers of Jesus. New York is a place where many different cultures live together, but 
not all of them know who Jesus is or what He’s done for us. In Heaven all of us will celebrate Jesus … 
all the time.”

“I like celebrating,” Googly said. “But first I need to find a bathroom. My stomach hurts!”

“It’s probably from all the apples you’ve been eating,” Zeke said. “Why did you eat so many 
anyway?”

“Because New York is the Big Apple. Doesn’t that mean they have really good apples here?”

Zeke laughed. “No, Googly. New York is called the Big Apple because it is such a big city. There are 
so many things to do and see here. People call it the Big Apple because it has the allure and appeal of a 
big, bright, shiny red apple.”

“Oh, I get it.” Googly nodded. “Mmmm. That sounds delicious. Can I have another apple?”
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Activity 1 for Grades 1-4

Connect with Others Activity

Supplies needed:

1. Scene cards from the story
2. Magnetic Board

Preparation:

Cut out the story scene cards and laminate if desired. Attach magnets or double-sided tape to each card so that it 
will stick to a magnetic board or the wall. 

Connect with Love Activity:

Explain to students:
The theme of this year’s VBS is the “Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.” 

In the story, the Caravan friends connect in New York City also called the Big Apple.  Zeke explains to his friends how 
New York reminds his dad of Heaven because people from every country live in New York. In Heaven people from 
every nation will connect with God and each other. 

We don’t have to wait for heaven to connect with Jesus and others. We can Connect with Others when we tell them 
about Jesus.  The best starting point for telling others about Jesus is praying for them. 

Ask students:
Individually or as a group, put the Caravan story in order. Make a special effort to point out the friends praying at 
ground zero and reemphasize the point that praying for others is the best starting point for connecting others to 
Jesus.  After the story is in order, explain to students that even though every nation will be represented in heaven, 
there are many people around the world who have not yet heard about Jesus.

As a group, pray for all the people around the world that have not heard about Jesus. Ask that God would raise up 
workers to go to the nations.
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NYC, here we come! Scene Cards
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NYC, here we come! Scene Cards
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Activity 2 for Grades 1-4

Connect with Trust Activity

Supplies needed:

1. Hot dogs and buns
2. Blindfolds

Preparation:

Prepare enough plain hotdogs and buns for every student to have one.  Divide students into groups of two.  Or, you 
can choose just a few to play the game in front of all the others.

Connect with Trust Activity:

Explain to students:
The theme of this year’s VBS is the “Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.” 

In the story, the Caravan friends connect in New York City also called the Big Apple.  Zeke explains to his friends how 
New York reminds his dad of Heaven because people from every country live in New York. In Heaven people from 
every nation will connect with God and each other. 

We don’t have to wait for heaven to connect with Jesus and others. We can Connect with Trust when we believe in 
Jesus.  The best starting point for believing in Jesus is to trust what the Bible says about him.

Ask students:
Ask for two volunteers.  Blindfold the first participant and give the second a hot dog.  Explain to the blindfolded 
student that in the story, Tai Shan eats a ton of hot dogs from� New York street vendors.   The blindfolded 
participant must now trust the second student to feed them an entire hot dog.  After several or every student has 
participated, explain that they trusted their friend to feed them just like we must trust Jesus to take care of us.

Pray with students:
This is a good time to ask if any students would like to trust in Jesus for the first time in their life.  Pray for those 
accepting Jesus for the first time as well as for every other student that their trust in Jesus would increase.
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Grades
5-6
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“Hey guys! Over here!” Zeke waved to his friends as 
they approached the baggage carousel at JFK airport in New 
York. “Welcome to the Big Apple!”

“I’d love an apple!” Googly exclaimed. “I’m starving!”

After months of planning, Raj, Googly, Tai Shan, 
Tancho, Madu and Berani were finally in New York City. 
Zeke and his family arrived the day before. They were 
meeting Raj’s cousin, Vijay, who lived in the city and was going to show them the sights. 

After Raj introduced his Caravan friends to his cousin, Vijay said, “So happy to have you! Come, 
my car is just this way.”

“Vijay, I thought by now you would sound like a 
New Yorker,” Raj said. “But you still have your Indian 
accent.”

“It is very easy to be Indian here, Raj,” Vijay 
laughed. “There are so many Indians here that 
sometimes I forget I am in the U.S.”

“New York has lots of people from other 
countries,” Zeke agreed. “Vijay and I thought we 
might stop for lunch in Chinatown so Tai Shan can 
get some noodles.”

“Noodles sound great!” Tai Shan chimed in. “But 
I really want to try a hot dog on the street!”

“And I want an apple!” Googly insisted.

“Then we shall have hot dogs … and an apple for Googly,” Vijay laughed. “Let’s hurry along now!”

The group loaded into Vijay’s van and headed to their hotel.  After eating hot dogs from a local 

NYC , here we come!
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street vendor and buying Googly an apple at a local 
fruit market, the group went to bed early. More than 
twenty-seven hours of flying left them all just a little 
worn out!

The next morning, Tai Shan and Googly woke 
up early. While Tai Shan was getting dressed, Googly 
looked out the window of their hotel room. It was still 
dark outside. 

“Does it ever get daylight here?” he wondered 
aloud to no one in particular. “And where is that Big 
Apple?”

After spending another couple of hours watching 
American cartoons, Tai Shan and Googly sent text 

messages to the rest of their Caravan friends and found that everyone but Zeke was wide awake. The 
group was the first to arrive at the breakfast buffet. They all talked and laughed about waking up in the 
middle of the night, except for Zeke who seemed a little grumpy. 

“What’s wrong, Zeke?” Madu asked. “You don’t seem very happy this morning.”

“Sorry,” Zeke said. “I’m not really used to being up this early. I forgot you all would be jet-lagged 
and ready to go this morning.”

“What’s jet-lag?” Googly asked, looking a little wild-eyed and 
munching yet another apple. 

“Jet-lag happens when you travel across a lot of time zones,” Zeke 
explained. “You actually went back in time when you crossed the 
International Date Line.” 

“That is seriously cool,” Googly said. “So can I call home and 
find out what’s happening in the future?”

“Well, kind of,” Zeke said. “But not exactly.”

Before Zeke could explain more, Vijay arrived, ready to start the 
first day of touring. The group spent most of the day seeing New 
York’s most famous landmarks — the Statue of Liberty, Times 
Square, Broadway and Wall Street. At Ground Zero, the Caravan 
crew stopped for a minute and said a prayer together.
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The next day, Zeke and the crew had a picnic lunch in Central Park. For dinner, they took Tai Shan 
to Chinatown. While the rest of the group had eaten lots of different food, Tai Shan gorged himself on 
American hot dogs and Googly ate more apples than Zeke could count. After a couple of days Zeke 
knew Tai Shan was seriously ready for a bowl of noodles. He had no idea, though, what was going on 
with Googly and his apple obsession.

On their third and final day, Vijay took the Caravan to his home in “Little India.” As they passed 
store after store of Indian groceries, clothing, and jewelry, Raj said, “Wow! You were right, Vijay. This is 
just like being on the streets of Bangalore, except we’re in America!”

“I’m going to have a hard time leaving here,” Madu said. “I like it that we can find a piece of 
“home” anywhere in this city. And I like that we are all together. ” 

“This really is a city where cultures blend together,” Tancho said. “I’ve seen so many people from so 
many different countries.” 

 “My Dad says seeing all these different cultures together makes him think of Heaven,” Zeke said. 

“Heaven?” Googly frowned, finishing yet another apple. “I thought Heaven would have angels and 
harps and streets of gold.” 

Zeke laughed. “Well, Googly, the Bible does talk about streets of gold in Heaven, but it also says 
that people from ‘every nation, tribe, people and language’ will be there.” 

“That’s cool,” Raj said. “So that means that there will be Indians and Chinese and Vietnamese and 
Indonesians and Malaysians and …”



Consequently, faith comes 
from hearing the message, and 
the message is heard through 

the world of Christ.
Romans 10:17
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Tancho continued, “And Japanese and Koreans and Burmese and Cambodians and Thais …” 

“Yes,” Zeke interrupted them. “But the best part is that all those people will be together in Heaven 
because they are followers of Jesus. New York is a place where many different cultures live together, but 
not all of them know who Jesus is or what He’s done for us. In Heaven all of us will celebrate Jesus … 
all the time.”

“I like celebrating,” Googly said. “But first I need to find a bathroom. My stomach is hurting!”

“It’s probably from all the apples you’ve been eating,” Zeke said, looking concerned. “Why were you 
eating so many of them anyway?”

“Because New York is the Big Apple. Doesn’t that mean they have really good apples here?”

Zeke laughed. “No, Googly. New York is called the Big Apple because it is such a big city and there 
are so many things to do and see here. People call it the Big Apple because it has the allure and appeal 
of a big, bright, shiny red apple.”

“Oh, I get it.” Googly nodded. “Mmmm. That sounds delicious. Can I have another apple?”
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Activity 1 for Grades 5-6

Connect with Life Activity
Supplies needed:

1. Gardening Tools (rakes, shovels, lawn mowers, weed eaters, gloves)
2. Flowers, Shrubs or Trees
3. Trash sacks

Preparation:
Arrange in advance with a senior citizens bible class or a local senior’s center to do yard work for them one day.  
Encourage students to wear old clothes and bring yard supplies.  Purchase flowers, shrubs or trees to plant.

Connect with Life Activity:

Explain to students:
The theme of this year’s VBS is the “Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect.” 

In the story, the Caravan friends connect in New York City also called the Big Apple.  Zeke explains to his friends how 
New York reminds his dad of Heaven because people from every country live in New York. In Heaven people from 
every nation will connect with God and each other. 

We don’t have to wait for heaven to connect with Jesus and others. We can Connect with Life when we help others.  

Ask students:
Separate students into work crews. Some can mow, some can weed-eat, some can plant flowers, some can rake 
leaves or grass.  After the activity, debrief students about the benefits of helping others to show God’s love for them.

Some questions to start the discussion:
1.	 What do you think the residents thought when we helped them?
2.	 How does helping others without pay correlate with the Bible?
3.	 How do you think other people feel when we help them?

Pray with students:
Bring the discussion back around to the story of the Caravan in� New York.  Explain that there are many people 
around the world that have never experienced God’s love for them.  Spend a moment praying for every tribe, 
tongue and nation that God would raise up worker’s to show everyone around the world the love of Jesus.



“Faith comes 
from 

hearing the 
message.”

CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2014 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Romans 10:17

“Faith comes 
from 

hearing the 
message.”
Romans 10:17

“Faith comes 
from 

hearing the 
message.”
Romans 10:17

“Faith comes 
from 

hearing the 
message.”
Romans 10:17

“Faith comes 
from 

hearing the 
message.”
Romans 10:17

“Faith comes 
from 

hearing the 
message.”
Romans 10:17

Cut out the cards below to use them as reminders for the memory verse. 
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Cut out the cards below to use them as reminders for the memory verse. 
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Cut out the cards below to use them as reminders for the memory verse. 
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Bangles Shares 
the Gospel
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Parent/Teacher’s Guide

“Bangles Shares the Gospel”
Learning Objectives:
All Ages: The students will learn the meanings of the colors in the Gospel bead bracelets and how to share their faith 
using the bracelets

Opening Activity Suggestions
Preschool (Ages 3-5): 

•	 Materials: Construction paper pre-cut into 1-inch x 6-inch strips in black, red, white, blue, green and yellow (1 of 
each color per student) and glue

•	 Instructions: Help students glue the strips of construction paper together to form a chain. Use the following order: 
black, red, white, blue, green and yellow

Grades 1-6

•	 Materials: Leather strips, cut into 6 to 8 inch lengths (1 per student), Brightly colored beads in black, red, white, 
blue, green and yellow (1 set per student)

•	 Instructions: Instruct kids to make bracelets from the beads and leather provided.  Encourage kids to string the 
beads in the following order: black, red, white, blue, green and yellow

Background Information

For All Ages:

•	 Bangles is a cobra from northwest India. Please read Bangle’s profile for more information and explain the character 
to the students. 

•	 India is one of the most populated countries in the world with over one billion people — that’s 1,000,000,000! Most 
Indians follow Hinduism and worship more than 330,000 gods. 
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The Stories:
The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the children and allow 
them to follow along. 

For Preschool: Telling the story

Tell the students, “In the story Bangles learned to share her faith using brightly colored bangles.” Help kids learn the mean-
ing of each color and read the Bible verses to them:

Black = sin, Romans 3:23
Red = Jesus’ blood, Romans 5:8
White = clean, Isaiah 1:18
Blue = baptism, Matthew 3:13-16
Green = spiritual growth, 2 Peter 3:18
Yellow = heaven, John 14:2-3

For Grades 1-6: Telling the story

Tell the students, “In the story Bangles learned to share her faith using brightly colored bangles.” Encourage kids to learn 
the meaning of each color and to use their Bibles to locate and read the verses that go with each color:

Black = sin, Romans 3:23
Red = Jesus’ blood, Romans 5:8
White = clean, Isaiah 1:18
Blue = baptism, Matthew 3:13-16
Green = spiritual growth, 2 Peter 3:18
Yellow = heaven, John 14:2-3

Bible Verses:
Preschool

•	 Teach children Matthew 28:19-20

•	 Say: “Go and make disciples of all nations.”

Grades 1-6:

•	 Teach children Matthew 28:19-20.

•	 Say: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.”
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Closing Activity Suggestions:
Preschool

Distribute coloring sheet to kids that highlight the different colors and their meanings. Help kids color each of the boxes 
representing each concept in the correct color — e.g., sin, blood, clean, etc. 

Grades 1-6

Discuss with students ways that they can use the bracelets to share their faith. Talk about other ways that kids can find 
ways to start spiritual conversations with their friends.

Closing Prayer
Preschool (Ages 3-5)

Thank you God for helping us to tell others about you.

Grades 1-4

Thank you that we know the real God, and His Son Jesus. I pray we will learn how to share your love with our friends. 

Grades 5-6

Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to die in our place. Help us to follow You and to be ready to share your love with those 
we meet. 
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Bangles is the friendliest cobra you could ever hope to meet. She 
comes from the northwestern part of India. Most of the people 

where Bangles lives are Hindu and believe in millions of gods; they 
don’t know that there is only one God and that He sent Jesus to die on 
the cross for our sins.
Bangles knows that most of the people she sees and talks to every day 
have never even heard about Jesus. Because Bangles wants all of these 
people to hear about Jesus, she wears her colored bangles everywhere 
she goes. Her bangles symbolize how all of us have sin in our lives but 
through the blood of Christ we can be free from our sin and go to 
Heaven when we die because Jesus offers us forgiveness.
Most people in Bangles’ home country of India need to hear about 
Jesus. They have no idea that God doesn’t want anyone to perish and 
that He sent His Son. Many people have never even had the chance 
to hear about Jesus. Bangles tells everyone she can but there are more 
people than she can tell on her own. She needs help to let everyone in 
India know about the saving grace of Jesus Christ.
Northwest, India. Northwest India’s varied landscape changes from 
vast mountains to deserts and contains many of India’s large cities. The 
people of North India, unlike those of South 
India, are predominantly Indo-Aryan. This 
gives them a very different culture from their 
southern neighbors.
Hinduism. Hindus believe in millions of gods 
that they have to worship to protect them. 
They also worship these gods to build good 
karma. Karma is like a score being kept of every 
good or bad thing a person does. Hindus 
don’t believe that life is over when a person 
dies. They believe that everyone is reborn 
again as a different person or animal. This is 
called reincarnation. The only way to escape 
from the cycle of reincarnation is to build 
up enough good karma (to do enough good 
things) to earn salvation.

[BANG´guls] / noun /  originally comes from a Hindi word and means rigid 
bracelets that have no clasp

Bangles

Cobra. Cobras are poisonous 
snakes living in the tropical and 
desert regions of Asia and Africa. 
They kill their prey, usually small 
rodents and birds, by injecting 
poison through their nearly 
hollow fangs. The snake will only 
attack a human if provoked or 
in other extreme circumstances 
which threaten its survival.

Bangles

So everywhere we go, 
we tell everyone about 

Christ. We warn them and 
teach them with all the 
wisdom God has given 

us, for we want to present 
them to God, perfect in their 

relationship to Christ.   
Colossians 1:28 (NLT)
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Preschool
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Bangles is a snake who lives in India. Like many 
Indian women, Bangles loves bling! She likes to 
wear brightly colored jewelry. She likes to dress up! 
One day as she was shopping she found a new rack 
of brightly colored bracelets called bangles. She 
had an idea.

“I know how I can share the Gospel,” Bangles thought. 

Bangles Shares the Gospel
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She chose six bangles — 
one black, one red, one white, 
one blue, one green and one 
yellow.  She took them to the 
counter. The man behind 
the counter wrapped up the 
bracelets. 

Bangles thought, “I can 
share Jesus with him!”

Bangles said a prayer and cleared her throat. 

“Excuse me, sir,” she said. “Do you know what those colors mean?”

“No, I don’t,” the man said.

“Well,” Bangles said. 
“The black one reminds 
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me of sin. Sin is anything we do 
wrong. Sin separates us from 
God. People cannot get rid of 
sin by ourselves.”

“Really?” the man 
said. “Isn’t there 
anything we can do?”

“There is nothing we can do,” Bangles said. “But 
God’s Son Jesus died for our sins. He lived a perfect life and did not 
sin. That’s what the red means. It reminds me of Jesus’ blood.”

“Yuck,” the man said.

“It really isn’t yuck,” Bangles smiled. “It’s ‘YAY!’ because Jesus’ 
blood makes us clean. That’s what 

the white means. When we 
tell Jesus we are sorry for 

our sins, he forgives us and 
makes us clean.” 

“That is ‘YAY!’ instead 
of yuck,” the man said. 

“What does the blue mean?”
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“Blue means baptism,” Bangles 
said. “When we follow Jesus, we are 
baptized — or dunked! — in 
water as a sign that He has 
made us clean.”

“So it’s kind of like a bath?” 
the man asked.

“Yes!” Bangles said. “Kind of like that. Then, the green means that 
we continue to grow as we follow Jesus and obey His commands from 
the Bible. We grow just like the trees and the grass grow!”

“Cool,” the man said. “What does the yellow mean?”



Go and make disciples 
of all nations. 

Matthew 28:19-20
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“Yellow is the best of all!” Bangles 
said. “It is a promise that Jesus will 
be with all who follow Him. Even 
after we die, those who follow 
Jesus will go to heaven to be 
with Him. In heaven, the 
streets are gold!”

“Thanks! I didn’t know about any of this,” the 
man said. “I will think about it. Can you come back and visit me 
again?”

“Sure!” Bangles said. As she left the shop with her new bracelets, 
she prayed for the man. 
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The Colors of the Gospel
Supplies:

•	 Construction	paper	(pre-cut	into	1-inch	x	6inch	strips	in	black,	red,	white,	blue,	green	and	yellow	(1	of	
each	color	per	student)		

•	 Glue		

Directions:

Help	students	glue	the	strips	of	construction	paper	together	to	form	a	chain.	Use	the	following	order:	black,	red,	
white,	blue,	green	and	yellow.
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Grades
1-4
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Bangles was the most stylish snake in South 
Asia. She really loved Jesus and she loved to tell 
people about Him. One day, as Bangles was 
shopping, she noticed a new rack of bangles. 
Just about every woman in India wore bangles. 
Suddenly she had an idea. “I know how I can 
share the Gospel,” Bangles thought. She selected 
six bangles – one black, one red, one white, one blue, one green 
and one yellow – and took them to the counter 
to pay.  As the man behind the counter 
began to wrap them up, Bangles 
realized she could use them to 
share Jesus with him. “Excuse 
me, sir,” she began, “but do you 
know what each of those colors 
means?” “No, I don’t,” the man 
responded. “Well,” Bangles said, 
“the black one represents sin – 
disobeying God that results in 
separation from Him.  People 
cannot get rid of sin themselves. 

Bangles Shares the Gospel
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Thankfully God sent His Son, 
Jesus – who was perfect and 
did not sin – to die for our 
sins. That is what the 
red means. It is Jesus’ 
blood. White means 
that a person is 
made clean from his 
sins after he tells Jesus he 
is sorry and receives Him as his Savior.
Then Jesus comes and lives in that person’s heart and he is clean. 
Blue represents the water of baptism. Those who follow Jesus are 
baptized to identify with Him and let others know they follow 
Him. Baptism is a symbol of how a person’s sins have been washed 
away and he is made clean. Green means that a person can grow in 
his relationship with Jesus. Just like the trees and the grass are green 
and grow, we, too, can grow in Jesus. 
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The last one, yellow, is a 
promise that those who 
follow Jesus will 
go to heaven 
and be with 
God when 
they die. In 
heaven the 
streets are gold!” 
After Bangles finished 
sharing about Jesus using the colors of the 
bangles, the man thanked her and said he would like to talk 
with her again.

Go and make disciples 
of all nations. 

Matthew 28:19-20
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Grades
5-6
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Bangles is a stylin’ snake who loves bling! She loves to dress up and 
wear jewelry that says, “Here I am!” One day as she was shopping in a local 
market in her hometown in India, she found a new rack of brightly 
colored bracelets, called bangles. Indian women love to wear bangles 
to match their brightly colored outfits. Bangles the snake is no 
exception! 

As she was selecting the bracelets, she had an idea. 

“I know how I can use these to share the Gospel,” she 
thought. 

She selected six bracelets — one black, one red, one 
white, one blue, one green and one yellow — and took 
them to the counter. As the man behind the counter 
wrapped up the bracelets, Bangles decided to share 
the Gospel with him. Bangles said a short, silent 
prayer and cleared her throat. 

“Excuse me, sir,” she said. “Do you know what 
those colors mean?”

“No, I don’t,” the man said. 

Bangles Shares the Gospel
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“Do you mind if I tell you?” Bangles asked. 

“Not at all,” the man said. 

“Well, the black one reminds 
me of sin,” Bangles began. “Sin 
is anything we do wrong, and 
sin separates us from God. People 
cannot get rid of sin by themselves.” 

“Really?” the man said. “I do lots of things wrong, but I pray to my gods and try to do good 
things to make up for my sins.” 

“I know a lot of people who do that,” Bangles said. “But the Bible teaches us that we can never 
do enough good to make up for the bad. We just can’t save ourselves.” 

“Then what do we do?” the man asked. 

“Well, that’s the Good News,” 
Bangles said. “God sent His Son, 

Jesus, to pay the penalty for our 
sins. He came to earth as a baby, 
lived a perfect life and died on a 
cross. Then, three days later God 

raised him from the dead. The red 
represents Jesus’ blood.” 

The man was really listening now. 
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“No way!” he said. “That sounds impossible.” 

“I know it sounds impossible,” Bangles 
said, “But it’s true. The Bible tells 
us that many people watched 
Him die and then after He was 
resurrected, He also appeared 
to many people.”

“Wow,” the man said. “What does the 
white mean?”

“That’s the best news,” Bangles said. “When we tell Jesus we are sorry for our sins, he forgives 
us and makes us clean! That’s what the white means — Jesus makes us clean!”

“Cool,” the man said softly, but Bangles barely heard him. She was on a roll now!

“Then,” Bangles continued, “After we become followers of Jesus, the first step of obedience is 
to be baptized — dunked in water — 

to show everyone that we belong 
to Jesus. That’s what the blue 

symbolizes — the waters of 
baptism.” 

“So, it’s kind of like a 
bath?” the man asked. 

“Kind of,” Bangles said. “Except you 
don’t use soap!” 
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“OK,” the man laughed. “So what does the 
green mean?”

“The green means that as we 
read the Bible and follow Jesus’ 
commands, we grow spiritually. 
Just like trees and grass grow 
when they are watered, we 
grow when we spend time 
talking to Jesus and reading His 
Word every day.” 

“That makes sense,” the man said. “Anytime you want to get to know someone 
better, you have to spend time with them. I guess Jesus is no different. ” 

“Exactly!” Bangles said. “That leads me to the yellow. The yellow reminds us that 
Jesus is always with us. He is with us now, and He will be with us in heaven after we 
die. Yellow represents heaven. The Bible tells us that heaven has streets made of gold.” 

Bangles stopped to allow the man to think about what she’d said. As she watched 
him, she could tell he was thinking, and she said a silent prayer again. 

“Do you understand?” Bangles asked.

“Yes, I think so,” the man said. 

“Would you like to become a follower of Jesus?”
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Go and make disciples 
of all nations. 

Matthew 28:19-20

The man sighed. “You’ve given me a lot to think about,” he said. “I believe what 
you’re telling me, but I need to think about it more. This is different than anything I’ve 
ever heard.” 

“I understand,” Bangles said, pleasantly. “Could I come back with my friend, Zeke, 
and talk with you some more?”

“I would like that,” the man said. “And I wonder, do you have a Bible I can read? I’d 
like to learn more about this Jesus.” 

“Sure!” Bangles said. “Zeke and I will bring you a Bible tomorrow.”
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The Colors of the Gospel
Supplies:

•	 Leather	strips	(cut	into	6-8	inch	lengths,	1	per	student)
•	 Brightly	colored	beads	in	black,	red,	white,	blue,	green	and	yellow	(1	per	student)

Directions:

Instruct	kids	to	make	bracelets	from	the	beads	and	leather	provided.		Encourage	kids	to	string	the	beads	in	the	
following	order:	black,	red,	white,	blue,	green	and	yellow
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Cut out the cards below to use them as reminders for the memory verse. 
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“Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe 

everything I have commanded you. 
And remember I am with you 
always,to the end of the age.”
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Cut out the cards below to use them as reminders for the memory verse. 
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Sindi and Bangles 
Learn a New Way to Share
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Learning Objectives:  
All Ages: Children learn how women in South Asia have found a new way to 
share the gospel with those who need Jesus.

Opening Activity Suggestions:
Preschool (Ages 3-5)

• Show children the henna design. Let them guess what the design might mean. Explain that in South Asia women 
share Bible stories with each other by drawing the story on their hands.  

Grades 1-4

• Show children the henna design. Let them guess what the design might mean. Explain that in South Asia women 
share Bible stories with each other by drawing the story on their hands with a special ink called henna. 

Grades 5-6  

• Show children the henna design. Let them guess what the design might mean. Explain that in South Asia women 
share Bible stories with each other by drawing the story on their hands with a special ink called henna. Let the 
children try to guess which Bible story the design represents. 

Background Information

For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

• Sindi:  Sindi is a camel. Please read Sindi’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org) and explain the 
character to the children.  

• Bangles:  Bangles is a cobra. Please read Bangle’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org) and 
explain the character to the children.

• Pakistan:  Pakistan is a country in South Asia. The majority of the people in Pakistan are Muslim. Muslims follow the 
religion of Islam. They believe in one supreme God but do not believe Jesus is God’s Son and that he died for their 
sins. They believe he was a prophet but not the Savior of the world. 

The Stories:
The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories from the Caravan website 
and allow them to follow along. 

“Sindi and Bangles 
Learn a New Way to Share”

Parent/Teacher Guide

http://caravanfriends.org/adventures/
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For Preschool:  Go and Tell

• In the story Sindi and Bangles are worshipping God with other women who are followers of Isa (Jesus). They listen 
to the teacher tell a story from the book of Luke.  Tell the children the story one more time. “A woman who had 
done many bad things came to Isa crying. She washed his feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. She 
poured expensive perfume on his feet and kissed him. Isa said to her, ‘All the bad things you have done have been 
forgiven. Your belief in Me has saved you. Go in peace.’”

• Ask the children if they remember what the teacher asked Sindi and Bangles to do after they heard the story. Tell 
them that the teacher asked them to draw the stories on their hands and feet. Ask the children why they did this. 
Tell the children that women in South Asia use a special paint called henna to put designs on their hands and feet. 
Sindi and Bangles want to tell their friends about Jesus. The design on their hands and feet remind them of the 
Bible story. They can show the design to someone who does not know Jesus and tell them the story. They can also 
draw the design on others’ hands and feet so they can share about Jesus too!

• Read Mark 16:15. God tells us to tell others about Jesus. Ask the children some ways that they can tell others about 
Jesus. Ask each child to think of one other person that they will tell about Jesus this week.

For Grades 1-4:  Go and Tell 

• In the story Sindi and Bangles are worshipping God with other women who are followers of Isa (Jesus). They listen 
to the teacher tell a story from the book of Luke. Ask for a volunteer to tell the story. 

• Ask the children if they remember what the teacher asked Sindi and Bangles to do after they heard the story. Tell 
them that the teacher asked them to draw the stories on their hands and feet. Ask the children why they did this. 
Tell the children that women in South Asia use a special paint called henna to put designs on their hands and feet. 
Sindi and Bangles want to tell their friends about Jesus. The design on their hands and feet remind them of the 
Bible story. They can show the design to someone who does not know Jesus and tell them the story. They can also 
draw the design on others’ hands and feet so they can share about Jesus too!

• Read Mark 16:15. God tells us to tell others about Jesus. One way that we tell others about Jesus is to share stories 
from the Bible like Sindi and Bangles. Ask the children to break up into pairs and each take a turn telling the Bible 
story from Luke. Ask each child to write down the name of one other person that they will tell this story to this 
week. 

For Grades 5-6:  Go and Tell  
• In the story Sindi and Bangles are worshipping God with other women who are followers of Isa (Jesus). They listen 

to the teacher tell a story from Luke. Ask for a volunteer to tell the story. 

• Ask the children if they remember what the teacher asked Sindi and 
Bangles to do after they heard the story. Tell them that the teacher 
asked them to draw the stories on their hands and feet. Ask the 
children why they did this. Tell the children that women in South Asia 
use a special paint called henna to put designs on their hands and 
feet. Sindi and Bangles want to tell their friends about Jesus. The 
design on their hands and feet remind them of the Bible story. 
They can show the design to someone who does not know 
Jesus and tell them the story. They can also draw the design 
on others’ hands and feet so they can share about Jesus too!

• Have a volunteer read Mark 16:15. God tells us to tell others 
about Jesus. One way that we tell others about Jesus is 
to share stories from the Bible like Sindi and Bangles. 
Ask the children to break up into pairs and each take 
a turn telling the Bible story from Luke. Ask each child 
to write down the names of three people that they 
will tell the story to this week. Encourage them to think 
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of people’s names that do not go to church. They can share the story and 
also invite them to come to church and learn more about Jesus. 

Optional Activity:

• Consider hosting a henna party for women and girls in your church. 
The South Asian Peoples website has a page on henna storying.  
(http://southasianpeoples.imb.org/resource/evangelism/henna/) 
There are instructions on how to make henna as well as a guide, 
videos and photos to help you get started. 

• Pray about how God might use a henna party to raise awareness of the 
need for prayer for South Asian women. Many places in the United States 
have pockets where South Asian women live, work and study. Christians can be encouraged to share the gospel 
with their South Asian friends through henna storying. 

Bible Verses:

Preschool

• Teach children Mark 16:15.

• Say:  “Go and tell.”

Grades 1-6

• Teach children Mark 16:15.

• Say:  “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”

Closing Activity Suggestions:
Preschool

• Henna coloring sheet

Grades 1-4

• Henna Coloring Page and Bible Verse Activity

Grades 5-6

• Practice and Create Henna Activity

Closing Prayer
Preschool (Ages 3-5)

• Pray that the people of South Asia will hear about Jesus and accept him as their Savior. 

Grades 1-6

• Pray that Christians will go and tell the people of South Asia about Jesus. Pray that God will help us all to tell the lost 
about Him and that they will become Christians. 
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Sindi loves to spend time with her friends and family. She comes 
from the South Asian country of Pakistan. Sindi is usually shy and 

quiet, but when it comes to telling people about Isa, the name for Jesus 
in Pakistan, she can’t say enough. She also loves to sing worship songs. 
In fact, she writes songs that teach about Jesus and stories from the 
Bible. She wants everyone to know how important it is to know and 
worship Isa.

Sindi comes from a highly Muslim area. People have heard that Isa was 
a prophet but don’t know that He came and died for all their sins. They 
believe that they have to work really, really hard to be good and make 
up for all the bad things that they have said and done. 

It makes Sindi very sad to see how many Muslims still think they have 
to pay their own price for their sins. Sindi now knows that nothing 
anyone can do can make up for his or her sins. She knows that the only 
way to have everlasting life is to follow Isa. Sindi is very glad that she 
can share this truth through her words and songs.

Pakistan. Pakistan is located in South Asia. It is bordered by 
Afghanistan and Iran in the west, India in the east, and China in the 
northeast. It has the sixth largest population 
in the world and the second largest Muslim 
population in the world. The Sind is an 
area located in southeastern Pakistan and 
northwestern India.

Islam. The people who follow the religion of 
Islam are called Muslims. They believe in one 
supreme God but don’t know that Isa (what 
Muslims call Jesus) is God’s Son who was 
sent to die for their sins. They follow the 
teachings of the prophet Mohammad. 
Mohammad taught that people are sinful 
and that they need to live a very strict 
religious life and do good works for God to 
forgive them. Muslims have no assurance that 
God will accept them and can only hope that 
their works will save them.

[SĬN´dee]  derived from the Arabic word Sindhi meaning a member or a language 
of a Muslim community from the South Asian region called the Sind

Sindi

Camel. The Arabian camel has 
a single hump and is native 
to the dry and desert areas of 
Northern Africa and Asia. It’s 
milk is more nutritious than 
cow’s milk, and meat and as a 
beast of burden. The average 
life expectancy of a camel is 30 
to 50 years.

Sindi

Give thanks to the Lord and 
proclaim His greatness. 

Let the whole world know 
what He had done.  

Sing to Him; yes, sing His 
praises. Tell everyone about

His miracles. 
Psalm 105:1-2 (NLT)
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Bangles is the friendliest cobra you could ever hope to meet. She 
comes from the northwestern part of India. Most of the people 

where Bangles lives are Hindu and believe in millions of gods; they 
don’t know that there is only one God and that He sent Jesus to die on 
the cross for our sins.
Bangles knows that most of the people she sees and talks to every day 
have never even heard about Jesus. Because Bangles wants all of these 
people to hear about Jesus, she wears her colored bangles everywhere 
she goes. Her bangles symbolize how all of us have sin in our lives but 
through the blood of Christ we can be free from our sin and go to 
Heaven when we die because Jesus offers us forgiveness.
Most people in Bangles’ home country of India need to hear about 
Jesus. They have no idea that God doesn’t want anyone to perish and 
that He sent His Son. Many people have never even had the chance 
to hear about Jesus. Bangles tells everyone she can but there are more 
people than she can tell on her own. She needs help to let everyone in 
India know about the saving grace of Jesus Christ.
Northwest, India. Northwest India’s varied landscape changes from 
vast mountains to deserts and contains many of India’s large cities. The 
people of North India, unlike those of South 
India, are predominantly Indo-Aryan. This 
gives them a very different culture from their 
southern neighbors.
Hinduism. Hindus believe in millions of gods 
that they have to worship to protect them. 
They also worship these gods to build good 
karma. Karma is like a score being kept of every 
good or bad thing a person does. Hindus 
don’t believe that life is over when a person 
dies. They believe that everyone is reborn 
again as a different person or animal. This is 
called reincarnation. The only way to escape 
from the cycle of reincarnation is to build 
up enough good karma (to do enough good 
things) to earn salvation.

[BANG´guls] / noun /  originally comes from a Hindi word and means rigid 
bracelets that have no clasp

Bangles

Cobra. Cobras are poisonous 
snakes living in the tropical and 
desert regions of Asia and Africa. 
They kill their prey, usually small 
rodents and birds, by injecting 
poison through their nearly 
hollow fangs. The snake will only 
attack a human if provoked or 
in other extreme circumstances 
which threaten its survival.

Bangles

So everywhere we go, 
we tell everyone about 

Christ. We warn them and 
teach them with all the 
wisdom God has given 

us, for we want to present 
them to God, perfect in their 

relationship to Christ.   
Colossians 1:28 (NLT)
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Preschool
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Sindi meets her friend Bangles, the snake, on 
a dusty street in Pakistan. She is so 
excited to see her. 

“I am so glad it is Friday!” Sindi 
says. “I just cannot wait to worship 
with other women that follow Isa!”. 
Isa is the name used for Jesus in 
Pakistan.

“Here we are!” Sindi says 
excitedly as she and Bangles 
enter the small home. 
Women sit together on the 
floor to learn about God. It 
was time to hear the story 

from the Bible. Sindi and 
Bangles move closer so they 
can hear every word. 

Sindi and Bangles 
Learn a New Way to Share



“Go and tell.”    
Mark 16:15
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“I just love stories!” Bangles whispers 
excitedly.  

The teacher tells a story from the 
book of Luke. “A woman who had 
done many bad things came to Isa 
crying. She washed his feet with her 
tears and dried them with her hair. She 
poured expensive perfume on his feet and 

kissed him. Isa said to her, 
‘All the bad things you have 

done have been forgiven. Your belief in me 
has saved you. Go in peace.’” 

“Today, we will draw a picture of 
this story on our hands and feet,” the 
teacher explains. “Then we can share 

the story with our friends.” 

The teachers give the women a 
special paint called henna. Bangles 
draws pictures from the story on 
Sindi’s feet.  Bangles and Sindi pray 
that God will help them tell others 
about Isa. Sindi smiles at Bangles as 
they leave the building. “God has special 
plans for these big feet of mine this week!” 
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Grades
1-4
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Sindi turned a corner on a dusty street in Pakistan and 
almost stepped on Bangles.

“Bangles! There you are!” she cried with relief. “I am so 
glad it is Friday! I just cannot wait to go worship with 
other women that follow Isa!”  Isa is the name used 
for Jesus in Pakistan and other Muslim countries. 
However, most people in Pakistan do not know that 

Jesus is not dead but 
alive and the Savior 

of the world.

“Here we are!” Sindi said excitedly as they entered the 
one room home where about ten women sat worshipping 
God in song. The room was very hot from the desert sun 
beating down all day, and the concrete floor was hard. But 

nobody seemed to mind as they squeezed in together.  

It was time to hear the story from the Bible. Sindi and 
Bangles moved closer so they could hear every word. “I just 

love stories!” Bangles whispered excitedly.  

“The story is from the Bible in the 
book of Luke,” the teacher began. “Isa was having dinner in 
a religious leader’s home one evening when a woman who 
had done many bad things came in and stood at Isa’s feet 
crying. Isa’s feet became wet with her tears. She then used 
her long hair to wipe his feet clean. In her hand was an 
expensive jar of perfume. She poured the perfume on his feet 
and kissed them.”

Sindi and Bangles 
Learn a New Way to Share



He said to them, “Go into 
all the world and preach the 
good news to all creation.”

Mark 16:15
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“The religious leader said in his heart, ‘If this man were truly sent 
from God he would know what bad things this woman has done.’ 
Isa looked at him and said, ‘You did not give me water to wash my 
feet but this woman has wet my feet with her tears and cleaned 
them with her hair. You did not greet me well but this woman 

has kissed my feet and poured perfume on them.’  Then Isa 
told the woman, ‘All the bad things you have done have been 
forgiven. Your belief in me has saved you. Go in peace.’” 

“God’s word teaches that everyone has done bad things. 
But our belief in Jesus saves us just like 

the woman in the story,” the teacher 
said.  She shared how Isaiah 49:16 

says that God has written our names on the palms of his 
hands. He will never forget us.  “God loves us so much that 
we are written on his palms. Today we are going to draw 
this story on our hands. We will tell the story of a woman 
receiving peace to those who do not know him,” she 
explained.

The women all got a tube of special paint called henna that 
is used to paint designs on people’s skin. “God taught me that my feet were supposed to be used 
to take good news to people,” Sindi said with a giggle. “But I never thought He would actually 
have me putting Bible stories on my feet!” 

Bangles drew tears and a flower on Sindi’s feet to represent the woman. Next came the jar of 
perfume and a cross to represent Isa. Bangles and Sindi practiced telling the story to each other. 

They bowed their heads in prayer, asking God to help them share 
the story with others. Sindi smiled at Bangles as they left 

the building. “God has special plans for these big feet 
of mine!”  
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Materials:
• Crayons/Markers

• Scissors

• Construction Paper

• Glue

Directions:
Have children color the henna coloring sheet. Then let them cut out the hands and paste them on 
construction paper. Have them write the Mark 16:15 Bible verse on the construction paper as a reminder to 
tell the story to others.  



Henna
 Hands

Hand Pattern

CaravanFriends.org
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Grades
5-6
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Sindi was meeting her good friend Bangles to take her to 
a very important meeting in a large city in Pakistan. She 
turned a corner on a dusty street and almost stepped 
on Bangles, the snake. 

“Bangles! There you are!” she cried with relief. 
“I am so glad it is Friday! I just cannot wait to go 

worship with 
other women 
that follow Isa!”  Isa is the name used for Jesus in 
Pakistan and other Muslim countries. However, 
most people in Pakistan do not know that Jesus is 
not dead but alive and the Savior of the world.

“Oh, Sindi, thank you so much for inviting me 
to visit and go with you,” Bangles said. Bangles lives 

in India but loves to visit her friend Sindi whenever 
she can.

“Here we are!” Sindi said excitedly as they came 
to the gate of a white 

apartment building. Sindi 
ducked into the small doorway and Bangles slithered 
behind her as they made their way up the narrow steps. 
Sindi and Bangles entered the one room home where 
about ten women sat with their eyes closed and heads 
raised to heaven worshipping God in song. The room was 
very hot from the desert sun beating down all day and 
the concrete floor was hard. But nobody seemed to mind 

Sindi and Bangles
 Learn a New Way to Share
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as they sat tightly squeezed together.  

It was time to hear the story from the Bible. Sindi and 
Bangles moved closer so they could hear every word. “I just love 
stories!” Bangles whispered excitedly.  

“The story is from the Bible in the book of Luke,” the 
teacher began. “Isa was having dinner in a religious leader’s 
home one evening when a woman came and stood at Isa’s 
feet crying. This woman had done many bad things in her life 
and the other people at the table knew how bad she was.  Isa’s 
feet became wet with her tears. She then used her long hair to 
wipe his feet clean. In her hand was an expensive jar of perfume. 

She poured the perfume on his feet and kissed 
them.”

“The religious leader said in his heart, ‘If this man were 
truly sent from God he would know what bad things 

this woman has done.’ Isa looked at him and said, 
‘You did not give me water to wash my feet but this 
woman has wet my feet with her tears and cleaned 
them with her hair. You did not greet me well but 
this woman has kissed my feet and poured perfume 

on them.’  Then Isa told the woman, ‘All the bad 
things you have done have been forgiven. Your belief in 

me has saved you. Go in peace.’” 

Sindi was still thinking about the story when the teacher began 
talking. “God’s word teaches that everyone 

has done bad things. But our belief in Jesus saves us just 
like the woman in the story,” she said.  She shared how 
Isaiah 49:16 says that God has written our names 
on the palms of His hands. He will never forget 
us.  “God loves us so much that we are written 
on his palms. Today we are going to draw this 
story on our hands. We will tell the story of 
the woman who received peace to those 
who do not know him,” she explained.

The women passed out tubes of a special 
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all the world and preach the 
good news to all creation.”
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paint called henna. Henna has been used for years in South Asia to 
draw temporary designs on women’s feet and hands. Sindi sat 
across from Bangles who was dipping her tail in the henna 
getting ready to paint on Sindi’s feet. 

“This is going to be so much fun! What a great way 
to tell other people the stories of Isa,” Bangles gushed. 

Sindi looked down at her big feet. 

“God taught me that my feet were supposed to be 
used to take good news to people but I never thought 
He would actually have me putting Bible stories on my feet!” 
she said with a giggle. 

Bangles drew tears and a flower to represent the woman. Next came the jar of perfume 
and a cross to represent Isa. When she finished, Sindi looked down in amazement. 

“It is so beautiful and not just because of your artwork,” Sindi exclaimed. “This is an 
amazing story of God’s forgiveness.”  Bangles and Sindi practiced telling the story to each 
other. Then, they bowed their heads in prayer, asking God to help them share the story with 
others this week. 

Sindi smiled at Bangles as they left the building. “God has special plans for these big feet 
of mine this week!”
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Activity:
Children will practice drawing the henna design on their cut-out hands. They can also choose to be 
creative and make their own design of the story. 

Materials:
• Card stock

• Scissors

• Pens/Fine Tip Markers

• Glue

• Copies of the henna design sheet for each child

Directions:
Have the children trace their hands on card stock and cut it out. They can now do one of two things:

• Practice drawing the henna design from the story on their cut out hands

• Create their own henna design of the story and draw it on their cut out hands

The children will glue the hands to a page of card stock and write the Mark 16:15 Bible verse on it as a 
reminder to tell the story to others. 



Henna Hands Craft  (10 to 15 minutes)
(This activity is especially suited for girls.)

Materials Needed:  “Hand Pattern”, red and orange 
fine-tipped washable markers or pencils

Preparation:  Photocopy “Hand Pattern” onto 
white card stock. Make one copy per child.

Instructions: 

1. Show children the photograph of hands painted 
with henna (“Henna Hands”). Tell children that 
these designs were painted with a paste made from 
the henna plant. The paste is painted on the hands, 
left on overnight, and then washed off in the 
morning. When the paste is washed off, the design 
turns bright red. Women in India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh often paint their hands with henna on 
special occasions.

2. Give each child a photocopy. Encourage her to 
create her own “henna” designs on the hands. As 
children work, pray aloud for the people of India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh. Pray that they will 
discover how much God loves them and that they 
will believe in Jesus. Pray that they will hear the 
Gospel in a way that they can understand and 
respond to it.

The photo below is 
an example of  a 
South Asian henna 
design.

Some Christians have 
used henna designs 
based on the Bible to 
share the Gospel!
This one to the right is 
an example.
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Googly Visits A Temple
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Learning Objectives:
Children learn about a Hindu temple and idol worship. They are encouraged to think 
about idols in their own lives and to pray for Hindus. 

Opening Activity Suggestions:
Preschool - Grade 6
• Bring a stone into class. Show it to the children. Ask them to tell you all 

the things they can think of that you can do with a stone. After you have 
had a good number of responses, ask the children if they think it would be 
good to pray to the stone. Can the stone hear their prayers? Does it know them? Can the stone help them 
everyday? Can it love them?

• Explain to the children that millions of people worship idols made of stone, wood or many other things. 
These idols are often in the shape or image of an animal or person. People make idols and pray to them 
instead of the One true God. One group of people who worship idols are called Hindus and they live 
primarily in South Asia. Show the children a map of South Asia. You can go to Caravan Friends-South Asia 
to download a colorful map of South Asia. Point out India on the map. Tell the children that they will hear a 
story set in India and learn more about Hindus and how to pray for them.

Background Information:
All ages

Googly
Googly is a South Asian monkey. Please read Googly’s profile for more information (Caravan Friends- Googly) 
and explain the character to the children.  

Zeke 
Zeke is a little boy with big dreams and a big heart. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information (Caravan 
Friends- Zeke) and explain the character to the children.

Hinduism
Go to Caravan Friends-Hinduism for information to share with the children on Hinduism. 

Parent/Teacher Guide

“Googly Visits A Temple”
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The Stories:

The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the children 
and allow them to follow along. 

Preshool: (Age 3-5): “Googly Visits a Temple”
Grades 1-4:  “Googly Visits a Temple”
Grades 5-6:  “Googly Visits a Temple”

Preschool (Ages 3-5):  Googly Visits a Temple
• In this story Zeke and Googly are walking down a street in India when Googly wanders off. Googly sees that 

people are buying bananas and taking them to a Hindu temple. He wants to know what people are doing 
with the yummy bananas so he climbs the steps to the temple and Zeke follows along as well. Googly and 
Zeke enter the temple and see people giving the bananas to idols and kneeling down to worship idols. 
Googly even sees a monkey made of stone that people are praying to! Zeke walks out of the temple and sits 
down. Googly follows behind him. Zeke shares that he is sad to see people praying to idols instead of God.  
Googly says that maybe people just don’t know about God and that they are not supposed to worship idols. 
Zeke agrees and happily suggests that they tell them about Jesus! Googly jumps up excited thinking that 
people will start giving the bananas to him if they don’t worship idols. Zeke laughs at his monkey friend. 
Googly then says that they should tell people about Jesus first and then he can think about bananas. 

• Ask the children if they can tell you what Googly and Zeke saw when they went into the temple. Ask them if 
the people were praying to the one true God or things made out of stone. Ask them how it made Zeke feel 
to see the people in the temple. Ask them how they think it makes God feel to see people worshipping idols 
instead of Him.

• Tell the children that the Bible teaches us to worship God with our whole heart and to not worship idols. Tell 
the children that an idol does not have to be made of stone. An idol can be anything that we let take God’s 
place in our heart. Ask the children if they have some ideas of some possible idols that we all might have. 
Some examples could be television, video games, sports, toys, etc. Encourage the kids to always put God 
first and pray that God would help them not to have any idols in their lives. 

Grades 1-4: Googly Visits a Temple
• In this story Zeke and Googly are walking down a street in India when Googly wanders off. Googly sees that 

people are buying bananas and taking them to a Hindu temple. He is curious to know what people 
are doing with the yummy bananas and what goes on in the temple. He decides 
today is the day to go find out. Zeke follows Googly up to the temple. Zeke 
removes his shoes like all the other people entering the temple. Inside they 
hear bells being rung and people praying loudly. Googly notices that 
the people give the bananas to the idols. 

• Zeke asks Googly why the people are kneeling on the floor. Googly 
explains that they are praying to the idols and that they ring bells 
because they believe it wakes up the idols so they can hear their 
prayers. Googly then is surprised to see a stone image of a monkey 
just like him that people are worshipping! Googly leaves the temple 
and sits down with a sad look on his face. He tells Zeke that he is sad 
to see people worshipping idols instead of the one true God 
that made us all. Zeke tells Googly that he thinks the people 
just don’t know about God. Maybe no one ever told them they 
don’t have to worship idols. 
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• Zeke suggests that they can tell the people about Jesus. 
They both are excited to share and Googly jumps up 
happily thinking that people will start giving the 
bananas to him instead of to the idols! Zeke laughs 
at his monkey friend. Googly then says that they 
should tell people about Jesus first and then he can 
think about bananas.

• Ask the children if they can tell you what Googly and 
Zeke saw when they went into the temple. Ask them 
what sounds Zeke and Googly heard when they 
entered the temple. Ask the children if we need bells 
to wake up God. Read Psalm 121:4 and explain that 
God never sleeps. He is always awake and watching 
over us!

• Ask students if the people were praying to the one true God or 
things made out of stone. Ask how it made Googly feel to see the people in the temple. Ask how they think 
it makes God feel to see people worshipping idols instead of Him. Tell the children that the Bible teaches us 
to worship God with our whole heart and to not worship idols. Tell the children that an idol does not have to 
be made of stone. An idol can be anything that we let take God’s place in our heart. Ask the children if they 
have some ideas of some possible idols that we all might have. Some examples could be television, video 
games, sports, toys, etc. Encourage the kids to always put God first and pray that God would help them not 
to have any idols in their lives.

Grades 5-6: Googly Visits a Temple
• In this story Zeke and Googly are walking down a street in India noticing all the interesting things for sale 

when Googly wanders off. Googly loves to explore and often lets his curiosity get the best of him. Googly 
sees that people are buying bananas, coconuts and flowers and taking them to a Hindu temple. He is 
curious to know what people are doing with the yummy bananas and what goes on in the temple. He 
decides today is the day to go find out and starts up the steps to the temple. Zeke follows Googly. Zeke 
removes his shoes like all the other people entering the temple. Inside their senses are overwhelmed by 
the smell of burning incense, the lights from the oil lamps and the sound of clanging bells and loud prayers 
being chanted. Googly sees that people are offering bananas, coconuts and flowers to the idols. He is 
frustrated that people would give bananas to stone idols instead of to him. 

• Zeke asks Googly why the people are kneeling on the floor. Googly explains that they are praying to the 
idols and that they ring bells because they believe it wakes up the idols so they can hear their prayers. 
Googly then is surprised to see a stone image of a monkey just like him that people are worshipping! 
Googly tells Zeke that must be Hanuman the monkey God. They also see a statue of Ganesh the elephant 
God and wonder what their elephant friend, Hati, would think of that. Zeke leaves the temple and sits down 
with a sad look on his face. Zeke tells Googly that he is sad to see people worshipping idols instead of the 
one true God that made us all. They both sit and watch people of all ages come and worship pieces of stone 
that could not hear or speak or love them. 

• Googly tells Zeke that he thinks the people just don’t know about God. Maybe no one ever told them they 
don’t have to worship idols. Zeke sits up straighter with the realization that they have read the Bible and 
know it says not to worship idols. The Hindus around him do not know that and they can tell them! They 
both are excited to share and Googly jumps up happily thinking that people will start giving the bananas to 
him instead of to the idols! Zeke laughs at his monkey friend. Googly then says that they should tell people 
about Jesus first and then he can think about bananas.

• Ask the children to close their eyes and imagine going into the temple with Googly and Zeke. Ask what 
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they smell. Ask what they hear. Now ask them to open their eyes and tell you what Googly and Zeke saw. 
Ask if they think what happens in this temple pleases God. Ask how it made Zeke feel to see the people 
worshipping idols. How does it make them feel to know millions of people bow down to idols every day? 
Ask what they think God would want them to do for the millions of Hindus in the world? The answers 
should be pray for them and if they know any Hindus they can tell them about Jesus. Tell them they can join 
Zeke and Googly in helping people learn about Jesus and turn from idols! 

Bible Verses:

Preschool (Ages 3-5):
Teach children 1 John 5:21
Say:  “Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.” 

Grades 1-4:
Teach children 1 John 5:21
Say:  “Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.” 

Grades 5-6:
Teach children Exodus 20:3-4
Say:  “You shall have no other Gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything 
in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship 
them.”

Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool (Ages 3-5): 
Coloring Sheet

Grades 1-2
Bell Craft

Grade 3-4
Banana Obstacle Course

Grade 5-6
A Full Heart Activity
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Closing Prayer:

Preschool:
Pray that Hindus around the world would 
come to know Jesus as their Savior.  

Grades 1-6:
Thank God for giving us the Bible and ways 
to learn about Him. Pray for the Hindus who 
do not know the One true God and worship 
idols. Pray that they would come to know 
God and quit worshipping idols. Pray that 
God would help each of us not make idols 
in our lives and love God with all our hearts.

*Closing Note- please give each child the 
“Let’s Pray-Praying for Hindus” page of this 
package for them to take home. 
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Googly

For in Him we live and 
move and exist.    
Acts 17:28 (NLT)

Googly is the most adventurous member of the Caravan and comes 
from the southern part of India. He is very curious, often finding 

trouble because he is always getting into things he shouldn’t. His parents 
often ask him why he is so curious. “Because there are so many great things 
to learn about,” Googly says. One of the things Googly most likes to learn 
about is the truth of Jesus Christ. 
People where Googly is from are very religious. Lots of people follow tribal 
practices; they worship many different spirits out of fear that, if they didn’t 
worship them, the spirits would cause bad things to happen to their family. 
They don’t know that there is one true God who has power over all of 
creation. But Googly and his family know the truth about God. Googly 
likes to learn about God’s creations and what they can teach him about God. 
Many things in nature teach about the truths of God, Googly discovered. 
One of Googly’s favorite things to do is to climb up high in the trees, pick 
coconuts, drink the sweet coconut milk, and eat the white flesh. When 
Googly drinks the coconut milk, he remembers the Lord’s Supper and that 
Jesus said the juice was a symbol of His blood. When Googly eats the pure, 
white meat of the coconut, he remembers the purity of Jesus’ body as He 
sacrificed it for us.
South India. The southern part of India is a 
triangular-shaped peninsula with the Arabian Sea 
to the west and the Bay of Bengal on the east. 
The land is rocky and there are two mountain 
ranges in the north. The people of South India 
come from a Dravidian background and differ 
ethnically and culturally from North Indians.
Tribals/Animists. Tribal beliefs, also known as 
animism, are based on the belief that there is 
a spiritual realm in which humans are only a 
small part. Tribals and animists believe that 
plants, animals and even rocks can have a spirit 
like people do. They believe that they have to 
keep these spirits happy so that the spirits don’t 
cause bad things to happen to them. They do 
not recognize that there is one God who is all-
powerful.

[GOO´glee]  / noun /  a term from the sport cricket meaning a cricket ball thrown 
as if to break [go] one way but actually breaking [going] in the opposite way

Googly

Monkey. Old World monkeys 
are found in South Asia and 
most are tree dwellers. A few, 
however, such as baboons and 
some macaques, are ground 
dwellers. Often, monkeys 
can be seen in cities and even 
neighborhoods in South India. 
Sometimes things falling from 
a tree are because a monkey is 
playing up there!
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Let'sLet'sLet's

CaravanFriends.org

“The God who made the world and 
everything in it - He is Lord of heaven and 
earth and does not live in shrines made 
by hands. Neither is He served by human 
hands, as though He needed anything, since 
He Himself gives everyone life and breath 
and all things.” – Acts 17:24-25 (HCSB)

Praying for:

Hindus
Hindus believe in 330 million gods that 
they have to worship. The depend on 
their gods to protect and bless them, but 
never know for sure if they are saved. 
They worship their gods to build good 
karma. (Karma is like keeping score 
of every good or bad thing a person 
does.) Hindu people don’t believe that 
life is over when a person dies. They 
believe that everyone is reborn again as 

something else. 
This is called 
reincarnation. 
The only way 
to go to heaven 
(or escape 
reincarnation) 
is to build up 
enough good 
karma (or do 
enough good 
things) to earn 
salvation.

Prayers for Hindus:
Dear God, show Yourself to Hindu people 
as the one and only God among so many 
false gods. May they see Jesus’ sacrifice as the 
only thing powerful enough to save them.

Dear God, use the stories of Christians 
from Hindu backgrounds to open the 
eyes of Hindu people in South Asia to the 
truth that Jesus is the only way to heaven. 
May they know peace as they understand 
who Jesus is.

Prayer for South Asia:
Dear God, send someone to tell the 
children in South Asia that Jesus came 
to live on earth so that they can live with 
God forever. (Romans 10:14-15)

To help you pray for Hindus, 
read through this guide. 
Sample prayers are below.



CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2013 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Preschool
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Zeke and Googly are walking together 
down a busy street in India.  Zeke stops to 
watch a man with a basket of live chickens on his 
head walk right past him.

“Whoa! Googly, did you see that?” Zeke 
asks. 

“Googly? Googly? Where are you?” Zeke 
calls out, looking for the little monkey. Googly loves exploring and 
sometimes wanders off. 

Zeke finds him standing at the bottom of some stairs leading to a 
temple. 

“There you are!” Zeke says, playfully 
giving Googly’s tail a tug. 

“Ahhh!” Googly yells and jumps into a 
pile of bananas. 

“Oh, it is you Zeke!” Googly says, 
giggling as he climbs out of the bananas. 

“Sorry I scared you, Googly. What 
are you doing?” Zeke asks.

Googly Visits A Temple
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“Well, I keep seeing people take these 
yummy bananas up to the temple. I want 
to go inside and see what they are doing 
in there,” Googly says, walking up the 
stairs. 

“Wait for me!” says Zeke.

Up the steps they go and enter the 
dark, cool temple. 

“Look!” says Googly in a loud 
whisper. “They are giving the bananas to the 
idols. The idols are made of stone and cannot eat them. I wish they 
would give me a banana!”

Zeke leans down and whispers to Googly, “What are the people 
doing over there? The ones that are kneeling on the floor?” 

“They are praying to those idols,” 
Googly says. 

Googly suddenly stops in front 
of one of the idols. 

“What?!?!” he exclaims. 
There in front of him is a huge 

monkey carved out of stone. The 
people are worshipping it!

Zeke walks out of the 
temple, and he and Googly sit 
down. 



“Dear children, keep 
yourselves from idols.” 

1 John 5:21
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“It makes me so sad to see people 
pray to idols instead of the one true 
God,” Zeke says. 

“I bet they just don’t know about 
God. Maybe nobody has told them 
they do not need to worship idols,” 
says Googly.  

“Googly, you are right! The Bible 
says not to worship idols and to only 
worship God. They need to know about Jesus and we can tell them!” 
Zeke says happily. 

“Okay!” Googly says, jumping up excitedly. “Then maybe they will 
start giving those bananas to me!” 

“Goooooogly!” Zeke says, laughing. 

“Uh, sorry, Zeke,” Googly says. “First we tell them about Jesus and 
then maybe I can think about bananas.” 



CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2013 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Coloring Activity

Supplies:

•	 Printouts	of	the	Preschool	Coloring	Sheet	
•	 Yellow	construction	paper
•	 Glue	
•	 Crayons

Directions:

•	 Have	the	children	tear	their	yellow	construction	paper	into	tiny	pieces.	

•	 Then	have	them	put	glue	on	the	pictures	of	bananas	on	the	coloring	sheet.	

•	 Help	the	children	put	the	pieces	of	construction	paper	on	the	glue	for	a	fun	way	to	make	the	bananas	
really	stand	out.	

•	 Let	the	children	then	color	the	rest	of	the	sheet.	
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Grades
1-4
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Zeke and Googly are walking together down a busy street 
in India.  Zeke stops in shock as he watches a man walk right 
by him with a basket of live chickens on his head.

“Whoa! Googly, did you see that?” Zeke exclaims. 

“Googly, Googly, where are you?” Zeke calls looking for the little 
monkey. Googly is curious and loves exploring. Sometimes he 
goes off to look at something and forgets what he was doing 
before. 

Zeke finds him standing at the bottom of the stairs that lead up to a very large and 
beautiful temple. “There you are!” Zeke says as he comes up behind him and playfully gives 
his tail a tug. 

“Ahhh!” Googly yells and jumps into a pile of bananas. “Oh, it is you Zeke!” Googly 
giggles as he climbs out of the bananas. 

“Sorry I scared you Googly. What are you doing?” Zeke asks.

“Well, I keep seeing people take all these yummy bananas 
up to the temple. I pass by here all the time and have 
always wanted to go inside. Today is the day!” Googly 
says as he starts climbing the stairs. 

“Wait for me!” says Zeke, smiling as he hurries to 
catch up with his friend. 

Zeke stops to take off his shoes like everyone else 
before entering the temple. 

“No problem for me,” Googly says. “I don’t wear 

Googly Visits A Temple
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any shoes!” Up the steps they go and enter the dark, cool 
temple. They can hear the sound of ringing bells and 
loud praying.

“Look!” says Googly in a loud whisper. “That is 
what they do with the bananas! They are giving 
them to the idols. They are made of stone and can’t 
eat them and here I am hungry. I wish they would 
give me one!”

Zeke leans down and whispers to Googly, “What 
are the people doing over there — kneeling on the 
floor?” 

“They are praying to those idols,” Googly says. “They ring the bells because they believe 
it wakes up the idol and then they pray. Some people just walk around the idols and some 
people kneel or bow down.” 

Zeke and Googly continue walking quietly through the temple. Googly suddenly stops. 
“What?!?!” Googly exclaims. There in front of him was a huge monkey carved out of stone. 
The people were worshipping it!

Googly walks out of the temple and sits down with a sad look on his face. Zeke sits beside 
him and asks, “Are you OK, Googly?” 

“Yeah, it is just so hard to see those people 
worshipping idols created by people  instead of the one 
true God who made us all,” Googly paused then added. 

“Especially one that looks like me!”

“You know Googly,” Zeke says, “I don’t think 
they know about the one true God. They don’t 
know Jesus. I’m not sure anybody has ever told 

them that they don’t have to worship idols.” 

Googly sits up straighter as he thinks about 
that. 

Zeke continues, “The Bible says not to 
worship idols and to only worship God. We 
know that but they don’t.” 



“Dear children, keep 
yourselves from idols.” 

1 John 5:21
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Googly nods. 

“You know what else the Bible says, Googly?” 
Zeke asks. 

“What’s that Zeke?” Googly asks. 

“It says that for people to learn about the one 
true God, somebody needs to tell them. We can do 
that, Googly!” 

“Okay!” Googly says as he jumps up excitedly. 
“Then maybe they will start giving those bananas to me!” 

“Goooooogly!” Zeke says laughing. 

“Uh, sorry Zeke,” Googly says. “First we tell them about Jesus and then maybe I can 
think about bananas.” 
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Bell Craft
Object: 

The children will make a bell to ring that reminds them to pray for Hindus. The teacher should tell the class that 
our God is always awake and able to hear our prayers. We do not have to ring bells to wake God up.

Supplies:

•	 Paper Cups (one for each child)
•	 Nail
•	 Paint
•	 Paint Brushes
•	 Ribbon cut into strips twice as long as paper cups
•	 Bells

Directions:

•	 Each child will receive a paper cup. 

•	 The children should turn the cup upside down and decorate the cup with paint. They can paint it a solid 
color or paint a design. They could paint “Pray for Hindus” on the cup if they wanted. 

•	 Take the nail and poke 2 holes about 1/2” apart in the bottom of the cup. 

•	 String the bell onto the ribbon.

•	 Pull the ribbon through the holes in the cup leaving the bell hanging at the opening of the cup so it can 
hit against the sides of the cup to make noise. Tie the ribbon securely. 

Pray for
Hindus
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Banana Obstacle Course
Object: 

The children will run an obstacle course jumping over bananas to get to the �nish line. They can then go back 
and see the “idols” written on the bananas and think about how they need to avoid idols in their lives to be able 
to reach their goals. As Christians, the Bible teaches us that our most important goal is to love God with all our 
heart. 

Supplies:

•	 Bananas
•	 Magic Markers

Directions:

•	 Mark out a course for the class to run with start and �nish lines. 

•	 Before the class arrives take your bananas and write “idols” on them with magic markers on one side only. 
Some examples would be television, video games, internet, sports, friends, money, etc. 

•	 Place the bananas idol side down in di�erent places on the obstacle course so the children will have to 
change course to avoid them. 

•	 Have the children run the race to the �nish line while avoiding the bananas. Congratulate the group and 
then ask them each to go back and pick up a banana. Make sure all bananas are collected. 

•	 Explain to the class that idols can be anything that we could be tempted to love more than God. Tell them 
that there are some examples of possible idols on each of the bananas. 

•	 Have the children read what is on their banana out loud. Ask them if they can think of anything else that 
could be an idol? 

•	 Pray with the kids that we would all seek to run away from idols and focus on loving God with our whole 
hearts.  

          *For a fun snack you could then make banana splits with your bananas! 

Internet Video Games
Sports

Friends Money
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Grades
5-6
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Zeke and Googly were walking down one of the many crowded 
Indian streets, chatting about the different things people were selling 
all around them. India always seemed busy to Zeke and today was no 
exception. Fruit, vegetables, clothes, toothbrushes and books were laid 
out on mats or wooden tables on the sidewalks all around them. 

Zeke stopped in shock as he watched a man walk right by him 
with a basket of live chickens on his head.

“Whoa! Googly, did you see that?” Zeke exclaimed. When Googly didn’t answer, Zeke called, 
“Googly? Googly?” 

He shook his head and chuckled. “Now where did he go this time?” Zeke asked himself. 
Googly loved exploring and his curiosity often got the best of him. 

Zeke found the little monkey standing at the bottom of a flight of stairs that led up to a very 
large and beautiful temple. Colorful flowers, coconuts and bananas surrounded him. Vendors were 
selling them to the people visiting the temple. 

“There you are!” Zeke said as, he came up behind Googly and playfully gave his tail a tug. 

“Ahhh!” Googly yelled, jumping into the pile of 
bananas. 

“Oh, it is you Zeke!” Googly giggled. He climbed out 
of the fruit looking a little embarrassed.  

“Sorry I scared you, Googly. What are you doing?” 
Zeke asked.

“Well, I keep seeing people take all these yummy 
bananas and go up to the temple. I pass by here all the 
time and have always wanted to go inside. Today is the 
day!” Googly said as he started up the stairs. 

Googly Visits A Temple
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“OK, Googly. I am up for an adventure. Wait for me!” Zeke 
said, smiling as he hurried to catch up with his friend. 

Zeke stopped to take off his shoes like everyone else 
before entering the temple. 

“No problem for me,” Googly said. “I don’t wear any 
shoes!” Up the steps they went and entered the dark, cool 
temple. The smell of burning incense was so strong that 
it made Zeke cough. They could see the lights of the oil 
lamps and the red tips of the burning incense shining in 
the darkness. The sounds of ringing bells and loud chants 
could be heard all around them. 

“Look!” said Googly in a loud whisper. “That is what they do with 
the flowers, coconuts and yummy bananas! They are giving them to the idols. They cannot eat 
them and here I am hungry. I wish they would give me one!”

Zeke leaned down and whispered to Googly, “What are the people doing over there? The ones 
that are kneeling on the floor?” 

“They are praying to those idols,” Googly said, motioning to the many stone images. “They 
ring the bells because they believe it wakes up the idol and then they pray. Some people just walk 
around the idols and some people kneel or bow down.” 

Zeke and Googly continued walking quietly through the temple. Googly suddenly stopped so 
abruptly that Zeke almost fell over him. 

“What?!?!” Googly exclaimed. There in front of him was a huge monkey carved out of stone. 
The people were worshipping it! 

“That must be Hanuman, the Hindu monkey god,” Googly 
said to Zeke. 

Nearby was a statue of Ganesh, the elephant god. “What 
would Hati think about that?” Zeke asked thinking of their 
elephant friend named Hati.

Zeke walked back out of the temple and sat down. Googly 
came up beside him and asked, “Are you okay Zeke?” 
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“Yeah,” Zeke answered sadly. “It is just so hard to see all those people in there bowing down 
to idols that somebody made. They should worship the one true God that made the whole 
earth.”

Googly sat beside him and watched the people come in and out of the temple. Little kids, 
moms, dads and old people who could barely walk passed by them. All of them came to pray to 
pieces of rock that could not hear or speak or love them. 

“You know Zeke,” said Googly, as he wrinkled his forehead the way he does when he is 
concentrating on something important. “I just don’t think they know about the one true God. 
They don’t know Jesus. Nobody may have ever told them that they don’t have to worship idols.” 

Zeke sat up straighter as he thought about that. “You know, Googly, you are right. The Bible 
says to not worship idols and to only worship God. We know that, but they don’t.” 

“You know what else the Bible says, Googly?” Zeke said as his eyes lit up with joy. 

“What’s that, Zeke?” Googly asked. 

“It says that for them to hear the truth about God somebody needs to tell them,” Zeke said. 
“We can do that, Googly!” 

“Okay!” Googly said as he jumped up excitedly. “Then maybe they will start giving those 
bananas to me!” 

“Goooooogly!” Zeke said, laughing as he stood. 

“Uh, sorry, Zeke,” Googly said sheepishly. “First we 
tell them about Jesus and then maybe I can think about 
bananas.” 
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A Full Heart
Object: 

The children will think about their hearts and what it is like to have it full of God alone. They will consider what 
other things compete for their heart and see an object lesson of what that can look like. 

Supplies:

•	 Plastic Cups
•	 Pitcher
•	 Water
•	 Red Markers
•	 Stones

Directions:

•	 Give each child a cup and a red marker. Ask them to draw a heart on their cup. Explain to them that their 
heart is like that cup. 

•	 Tell them that the Bible teaches us that we should love the Lord our God with all our heart. Go to each 
child’s cup with a pitcher of water and �ll it up to the top. 

•	 Give each child a stone. Tell the children that we all sometimes choose to allow other things to take God’s 
place in our hearts. We may not bow down to them like Hindus bow to idols, but we go against God’s word 
and let them have too much of our heart.

•	 Ask the children to take a moment and think about something that might be an idol or could easily 
become an idol in their lives. Ask them to write it on the stone with the marker. 

•	 Have the children then put the stone in their full cup of water. 

•	 Ask them what happened to the water in the cup when the stone was added. Explain that when we let 
idols come into our hearts that we push God out. 

•	 Pray with the class and ask God to help them put aside idols and worship God alone with all their hearts. 

Video GamesSports

Money

Friends
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Buddha’s Bath - Parent/Teacher’s Guide
Learning Objectives:

All Ages
Children learn about the Songkran Festival in Thailand AND about serving Christ by serving each other. (Knowledge)

Opening Activity Suggestions:

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Give the children coloring sheets of Ragha shooting Zeke with a water gun.

Grades 1-4
Children will first find Thailand on a world map. Then, tell them that the country has only been called “Thailand” for the 
past several decades. Before 1939, people called it “Siam”. 

Grades 5-6
Children will first find Thailand on a world map. Then, tell them that the country has only been called “Thailand” for the 
past several decades. Before 1939, people called it “Siam”. 

Background Information
For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

Ragha
Ragha is a giant Asian Tortoise. Please read Ragha’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org) and explain 
the character to the students. 

Zeke
Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The Caravan characters serve 
as guides for Zeke. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org). 

Bangkok, Thailand
The story of Zeke and Ragha takes place in Bangkok (BANG-kok), the capital of Thailand.

Songkran
Zeke and Ragha run through Bangkok during Songkran (SONG-krahn), Thailand’s annual water festival. The event marks 
the Thai New Year and takes place from April 13-15—one of the hottest times of the year. To celebrate, Thais spend the 
three days of the festival out in city streets, dousing each other with water. They also consider the event a time of cleans-
ing and prepare for it by cleaning their homes. Children show respect to their elders, as well, by pouring water over their 
hands, and devout Buddhists show respect to images of Buddha by “bathing” them and sprinkling scented water over 
the statues.
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The Stories:

The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the children and allow 
them to follow along. 

For Preschool: Being a Servant

In the story, Zeke says Jesus wants Christians to serve Him by helping each other. Tell children the story of how Jesus 
washed His disciples’ feet. Say, “One night, while Jesus and his disciples ate dinner, Jesus knelt down in front of them and 
washed his friends’ feet. Now, back then, they wore sandals or walked barefoot, so their feet got very dirty. They con-
sidered foot washing to be a pretty gross job. When Jesus cleaned His disciples’ feet, He wanted to serve them, and He 
wanted to show us how to treat each other. He wants us to serve each other.”

Tell the children that in the story, when Ragha puts a Band-Aid on Zeke’s knee, she serves him. By taking care of her friend, 
she shows that she loves Jesus because Christ wants us to help others.

Finally, ask the children for examples of how they can serve their friends and family.

For Grades 1-4: Being a Servant

In the story, Zeke notices Thais pouring water on the image of Buddha to show respect. The boy says that instead of bath-
ing statues of Him, Jesus wants Christians to serve Him by taking care of each other. Read John 13:1-17, the story of Christ 
washing His disciples’ feet. If you have older students, let them take turns reading the verses. 

Explain that people in Jesus’ time wore either sandals or no shoes at all, and therefore, their feet got very dirty. They con-
sidered cleaning feet to be a disgusting job that servants did, yet Christ washed feet anyway. Ask students what this shows 
about Jesus. It shows that Christ was very humble and wanted to serve His followers instead of wanting them to serve 
Him. He set an example for us and told us to become servants ourselves. One way we show our love of Jesus is to obey 
Him and serve others, just like Ragha serves Zeke in the story when she puts a Band-Aid on his knee.

Ask students to give examples of how they can serve their friends and family.

For Grades 5 and 6: Being a Servant

In the story, Zeke notices Thais pouring water on the Buddha to show respect. He says that one of the differences between 
Christ and Buddha is that people serve Buddha, but that Jesus serves people. Ask the children to read John 13:1-17, the 
story of Christ washing His disciples’ feet. 

Explain that people in Jesus’ time wore either sandals or no shoes at all, and therefore, their feet got very dirty. They con-
sidered cleaning feet to be a disgusting job only servants performed, yet Christ washed feet anyway.  Ask students what 
this shows about Jesus. It shows that Christ was very humble and wanted to serve His followers instead of wanting them 
to serve Him. He set an example for us and told us to become servants ourselves. One way we show our love of Jesus is to 
obey Him and serve others, just like Ragha serves Zeke in the story when she puts a Band-Aid on his knee.

Ask students to give examples of how they can serve their friends and family.
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Bible Verses:

Preschool
Teach children Galatians 5:13b. 
Say: “Serve one another in love.”

Grades 1-4
Teach children Galatians 5:13b. 
Say: “Serve one another in love.”

Grades 5-6:
Teach children Mark 10:45.
Say: “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool
Help children learn the memory verse by playing Memory Ball.

Memory Ball:

Ask children to stand in two lines. Children take turns throwing a ball back and forth. The child that catches the ball has to 
say the bible verse. Repeat.

Grades 1-4 and 5 and 6
Children will play a water relay game to get into the spirit of Songkran.

Water Relay

Supplies:

• Four cups

• Four tables/chairs

• Two spoons (5th and 6th grade)

• Two Jar lids (1-4 grade)

• Towels (optional)

Directions for playing inside:

Divide the children into two teams, and tell each team to form a line. Place tables on either end of the lines. (Chairs will 
also work.) Place cups full of water on the tables at one end of each line and give spoons to the children closest to the 
tables. Those children must fill their spoons with water from the cup and pass it down the line. The children at the end of 
the line will then dump what’s left of the water in the spoon in the empty bucket next to them and pass the spoon down 
to be refilled again. The students must keep filling and passing the spoon for five minutes. (You may extend this time limit 
if you wish.) For 1-4 grade students, use a jar lid instead of a spoon so they can pass the water more easily and fill their cup 
more quickly. The team with the most water in their cup when “time” is called wins the game. 
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If you’re worried about water spilling, you can cover the floor with old towels if you wish.

Directions for playing outside:

The game works much like it would indoors, except you place the table with the empty cup several yards away from the 
teams. Each child dips their spoon or jar lid into the full cup, walks carefully to the empty cup and dumps their water 
inside. Afterward, they run back so the next teammate can have a turn. The team with the most water in their cup at the 
end of the time limit wins.

Closing Prayer

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Pray that people in Thailand will hear about Jesus and His love for them.

Grades 1-4
Pray that people in the Thailand will hear about the God who loves them and wants them to serve one another. 

Grades 5-6
Pray for salvation for the people of Thailand.
Pray that the Thai people will come to understand Christ’s love and spread it among the people of Southeast Asia.
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Rahga has a heart as big and solid as the shell on her back. She may be 
quiet and shy but, whenever one of her friends needs encouragement, 
she happily speaks up. 
A few years ago, Rahga wasn’t as happy as she is now. She moves too 
slowly to play many games with her friends. She also doesn’t like to read 
and isn’t good at math, so she doesn’t do very well in school. Rahga felt 
like a failure. 
She thought that maybe, even if she couldn’t play games or make good 
grades, she could do good things to make up for her mistakes, like her 
Buddhist friends. So, Rahga tried to do a lot of good. But she still felt 
like she did so many bad things that the good didn’t matter. Rahga felt 
hopeless.
Then, one of her friends at school told her about Jesus. She said Jesus 
is the Son of God and that He came to Earth to pay for all of the bad 
things that everyone does. Jesus did this because He loves each of us! 
Since then, Rahga has told all her family and friends about Jesus. She 
likes to go with her family to share about Jesus with the poor and sick 
because she wants to help anyone who may think no one loves them. She 
wants them to know that’s not true because God loves them very much.
Thailand. The Kingdom of Thailand sits in 
Southeast Asia, bordered by Myanmar, Laos, 
Cambodia and Malaysia. Most Thai people are 
Buddhist, 95 percent. The country was called 
“Siam” until 1939, when the government 
changed the name. Officials wanted to celebrate 
the fact that, unlike Myanmar and Cambodia, 
no larger nations had ever controlled it. “Thai” 
means “free” in the country’s language.
Buddhism. Buddhists believe that there is no 
God. They teach that the way to be happy is 
to live a simple life because “things” only cause 
suffering. They believe in reincarnation – that 
after we die we are reborn as a different person 
or animal. They also teach that all the good and 
bad that we do in this life carry over to the next.

[Rah’gah] a Thai word meaning “worth”
Rahga

Tortoise. Asian brown tortoises 
are the fourth largest tortoises 
in the world. They live in the 
broadleaf and tropical rainforests 
of South and Southeast Asia, 
in countries such as Thailand, 
India, Bangladesh, Burma 
and Indonesia. They normally 
eat vegetables, herbs, seedling 
grasses, fruit and fungi. Experts 
call the Asian Brown Tortoise 
unique because the females 
make good mothers and protect 
their eggs, unlike other tortoises.

Rahga

But God shows his 
love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.  

Romans 5:8 (NLT)
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Ragha chased Zeke through a city street in 
Thailand. She held a water gun in her hand. It 
was Songkran, the huge water fight Thailand 
holds every year. Everyone played outside and soaked each other 

with buckets of water.

As he ran, Zeke tripped and fell on 
the sidewalk. His knee started to 
bleed. “Oh, no!” Ragha 
said. “You scraped 
your knee.”

Buddha's Bath 
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Ragha knelt down and pulled a 
Band-aid from a bag around her 
neck. She placed the Band-Aid on 
Zeke’s knee. 

“You know,” Zeke said, “Jesus 
said He wants us to help each other like this. He said when you 
help other people, you serve Him, too.” 

“Really?” Ragha asked. “When I put Band-Aids on your knees, 
I’m serving Christ at the same time?”

“Yup,” Zeke answered. “Way to serve Jesus, Ragha!”
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Zeke thought the streets of Bangkok, Thailand could be better for 
racing – especially during Songkran, the country’s yearly water fight. 

The boy had to push through crowds of people during the 
citywide festival to run from his tortoise friend, Ragha, as she chased him with a water gun. He could 
barely get through the people. While running was fun, the boy needed to shake her long enough to 
refill his own empty weapon.

Just when Zeke thought about giving up, he spotted a Buddhist temple, or “wat”. He thought 
maybe, if he ducked into the wat, he could lose Ragha.

Zeke zipped through the temple courtyard and 
slowed to a jog to rip off his shoes because no one can 
enter a wat with shoes.  Zeke hopped on his left foot, 
grabbed the sole of his right sneaker and began to 
yank.

That’s when he fell.

“Aaahh!” He growled as the tortoise pelted him 
with water. It felt so cold Zeke thought she might have 
shipped the gun from Alaska.

Buddha's Bath 
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“Enough! Enough!” he laughed. “I am soaked!” As 
the boy lay on the ground, a thin line of blood began 
to trickle from his knee.

“Oh my goodness, Zeke, you should have seen 
yourself, hopping around like a one-legged frog,” 
Ragha giggled as she helped him to his feet. “Oh, no! 
That’s blood! You must have scraped your knee. I’d 
better patch you up.”

“It’s just a scratch,” he said, but the tortoise wiped 
away the blood and water anyway with the only dry 
section left on her shirt. “This is the coolest country, 
Ragha,” he told her. “I can’t believe the whole nation 
has a water fight every year.”

“It is pretty great,” she agreed. She pulled a Band-aid from a waterproof bag around  her neck and 
placed it on Zeke’s cut.

 As the two turned to leave, Zeke saw a group 
of Thais sprinkling water onto statues of Buddha. 
“Hey Ragha, what are they doing?”

“They’re bathing the Buddhas,” she said. 
“Buddhists believe that sprinkling the statues with 
scented water shows Buddha respect and earns 
them good luck in the coming year.”

Zeke stood and watched the people bow to the 
statues and pour water over them. The water fight 
still raged in the street, but the boy didn’t notice. 

“Do you remember the story where Jesus 
washed the disciple’s feet?” Zeke asked. Ragha 
nodded. “Jesus took care of his disciples, not the 
other way around. Instead, He asked us to serve and 
take care of each other, like when you took care of 
my knee. Way to serve Jesus, Ragha.”

“Thanks!” she said. “I try.”
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Zeke and Ragha stood and watched the Buddhist worshippers a few minutes longer, but 
soon, the boy remembered his empty water gun. He saw a tub of water by the door to the temple 
courtyard. “Hey, Ragha!” He said, “Look, there’s more water. Can you shield me with your shell 
until I can finish reloading?”

Ragha sighed. “Fine. The water won’t hurt, silly, but I’ll help.”

The boy grinned. “Ragha you’re a saint.”

“No, I’m a servant,” she said. 
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City officials in Bangkok, Thailand, did not design their sidewalks 
for racing. Zeke really wished they had.

He had to dodge phone booths, trashcans and light poles as 
a pack of young Thai boys chased him clutching water guns. However, in the midst of Songkran, 
Thailand’s annual water festival, escape seemed impossible. Flatbed trucks clogged the streets and 
carried hoards of people throwing water at each other. Along with avoiding sidewalk obstacles, Zeke 
had to push through the crowd, which slowed him down and kept him within shooting range. While 
the chase was fun, the boy had an empty gun and needed to refill – if he could shake these guys long 
enough to dip it in a water tub.

Behind him, the pack cried, “Farang!” which 
meant “Westerner” in Thai and “primary target” 
during Songkran. Zeke ducked an arc of water pitched 
by a girl with a bucket and slid past a vending cart full 
of sunglasses. Just when he thought about giving up, 
he spotted his chance for safety – a Buddhist temple 
commonly called a wat. His attackers couldn’t spray 
water inside out of respect. 

Zeke ran as fast as his legs could go without 
cramping. He zipped through the temple courtyard, 
zigzagged around groups of people tossing water and 
slowed to a jog to rip off 

his shoes and enter the wat appropriately barefoot. Laughing at his own 
cunning, Zeke hopped on his left foot, grabbed the sole of his right 
sneaker and began to yank.

That’s when he fell.

“Aaahh!” He growled as the Thais pelted him with streams 
of water so cold Zeke thought they might have imported it 
from the Arctic. 

Buddha's Bath 
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“Enough! Enough!” he laughed as they sprayed. “I am soaked!” 
While Zeke shielded his face with his hands, a thin line of blood 
began to trickle from his knee.

“Ok, he’s good and wet! You can stop now,” yelled Zeke’s 
tortoise friend, Ragha, as she pushed past his attackers. Grinning, 
the boys obeyed and ran off to chase somebody else.

“Oh my goodness, Zeke, you should have seen yourself, hopping 
around like a one-legged frog,” Ragha giggled as she helped him to 
his feet. “You know, it would all have been over faster if you had 
just let them squirt you in the first place. Now you’ve scraped your knee. I’d better patch you up.”

“It’s just a scratch,” he replied, smiling as she wiped away the blood and water with the only dry 
section on her shirt. “This is the coolest country.”

“Yup,” Ragha agreed. She pulled a Band-aid from a waterproof bag around her neck and placed it 
carefully on Zeke’s cut.

 “What other nation would come up with the idea of a country-wide water fight?” he asked.

“Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos,” She said, standing up. “They have their own versions of 
Songkran.”

“Oh,” he replied. “Well, then I guess Thailand is one of the coolest countries ever.”

As the two turned to leave, Zeke noticed a group of Thais sprinkling water onto golden statues of 
Buddha. “Hey Ragha, what are they doing?”

“They’re bathing the Buddhas,” she said. “To Thais, Songkran is a time for cleansing. We clean our 
homes before the festival, and traditional Buddhists believe the water poured – or thrown – during 
the event washes away their past misfortunes. They also bathe the Buddhas by sprinkling them with 

scented water. People show Buddha respect that way in hopes of earning good 
luck in the coming year.”

Zeke stood and watched the people for a while as they bowed 
respectfully to the statues and then poured water over them. The water 
fight still raged in the street, but the boy didn’t seem to notice. Ragha 
watched him curiously.

“You know,” he said finally, “Buddhists take care of Buddha. They 
bathe his statues. I’ve seen them leave food and water on altars for him. 
The statues don’t actually eat or drink, but people leave food anyway.”

“Yeah, they do,” the little tortoise said. “They believe the offerings also 
earn them good luck.”
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“Well, do you remember the story where Jesus washed the disciple’s feet?” Zeke asked. Ragha 
nodded. “Jesus took care of his disciples, not the other way around. That’s a big difference between 
Buddha and Jesus. Buddha’s followers serve him and Jesus serves his followers.”

“But aren’t we called to be God’s servants?” Ragha asked.

“Yeah, but we don’t do that by washing statues. We do 
that by serving each other, like when you patched up my 
knee. Way to serve Jesus, Ragha.”

“Thanks!” she said. “I try. I’ve never thought about the 
bathing ceremony like that, but you’re right. Jesus doesn’t 
need it. We show him love and respect in other ways, like 
putting the needs of others above our own. I’m happy about 
that. It’s nice to take care of others.”

Zeke and Ragha stood and watched the Buddhist 
worshippers a few minutes longer, but soon, the Songkran chaos interrupted their thoughts. Among 
the shouting and laughter, Zeke began to hear the familiar chant of “Farang! Farang!” coming from 
the nearby street. 

“They’ve spotted you again,” Ragha warned. “You’d better run and fill up your gun.”

Zeke saw a tub of water by the door to the temple courtyard. “I can fill up over there. Can you 
shield me with your shell until I can finish reloading?”

Ragha sighed. “Fine. The water won’t hurt, you big baby, but I’ll help.”

The boy grinned. “Ragha you’re a saint.”

“No, I’m a servant,” she said. 

Zeke crouched behind the tortoise and they made their way to the tub. A minute later, Zeke 
jumped out from behind her shell waving his weapon. As he dashed off into the crowd, Ragha 
followed with her bag full of Band-aids, ready to serve the next time her clumsy friend tripped.
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Parent/Teacher’s Guide

“Judson’s Pillow”
Learning Objectives:
Preschool (Ages 3-5): The students will learn that God cares for every person and learns how God cared for Daniel in the 
lion’s den.  

Grades 1-4: The students will learn about how God watched over Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedneggo in the fiery 
furnace, and about Adoniram Judson. 

Grades 5-6: The students will learn about how God watched over Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedneggo in the fiery 
furnace, and about Adoniram Judson.   

Opening Activity Suggestions
Preschool (Ages 3-5): 

Have you ever counted how many hairs you have on your head? Let students guess how many hairs they have on their 
head. (Pick a student and bring them to the front). Let’s count how many hairs (student’s name) has on his/her head. Start 
counting. Wow! This is going to take a long time. (Try another student with shorter hair). Maybe (student’s name) has less 
hair. Let’s count his/her hair. Do you know God knows how many hairs are on our head? Isn’t that amazing? He must love 
us a lot to care how many hairs we have on our head.  

Grades 1-6

Longyis: How many ways can you tie a longyi?

In the story today, Zeke and Takhi travel to Myanmar, formerly known as Burma. In Myanmar, it is traditional to still wear 
a long skirt or sarong for both men and women called a longyi (loan GEE). The women wrap and tuck the longyi on the 
side, the men gather and tie into a knot in the front top.

Materials:
• Cotton/polyester fabric (a variety of patterns) about 2-3 yards each. You can sew the ends together, or pin/glue 

together temporarily. If the children are smaller, it would be better to do about 2 yards. Otherwise, you will need 
closer to 3 yards for each. (Also, you could use blankets, throws, or sheets if you don’t want to buy materials.)

Instructions:
• Divide the children into groups. Pass out longyi fabric to groups. Show them how they can wear as a skirt. (Let them 

try to dress each other up). 

• The longyi is very useful to a Burmese person. They can use it for many things besides a skirt or sarong. 

• Now in the groups, students must try to think of as many things they could use the longyi for besides a skirt. Give 
them 5-10 minutes. Then, let come up in front of the class and demonstrate the different ideas they came up with. 

Some things you can use for a longyi: 

• baby carrier (front or back)
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• wrap the longyi tightly, put on head so you can carry heavy things on head

• as a blanket

• as a pillow

• tied with other longyis—a rope

• a shower curtain

• a screen to change your clothes in

• a towel

• diapers

• a hat/turban

• table cloth

• a baby swing/bed (tie the ends to rope and hang up) 

• a bag or backpack

Background Information:

Takhi (Taak hee)

Takhi is a Mongolian racehorse. Please read Tahki’s profile for more information at caravanfriends.org and explain the 
character to the students.

Zeke

Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The Caravan characters serve 
as guides for Zeke. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information at caravanfriends.org.

Caleb

Caleb is an American boy who lives in Myanmar with his family. His family serves as Christian workers in Myanmar.

Adoniram Judson

Judson was one of the first Baptist missionaries to Myanmar.

Myanmar/Burma

Myanmar (formerly known as Burma) is sandwiched between the countries of Bangladesh, India, China and Thailand. In 
Myanmar, the majority of the people still wear the traditional longy (loan GEE), which is a sarong-like skirt. Women wrap it 
around and tie it on the side. Men tie it in the front in a big knot.

The Stories:
The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud or the children themselves can act out the characters. Another op-
tion is to print the stories for the children and allow them to follow along. 

For Preschool: God watches over us

http://caravanfriends.org/adventures/meet-the-friends/
http://caravanfriends.org/adventures/meet-the-friends/
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In the story Zeke was reminded that God watches over us and cares for us. In Luke 12:7a, it says that God cares so much 
for us that He even knows how many hairs are on our heads. Tell the story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den from Daniel 6. “There 
was once a young man who loved the one true God very much named Daniel. Every day, Daniel would pray and worship 
God three times a day. Daniel worked for a king that did not believe in God, but he liked Daniel very much. But, there were 
other young men who were jealous of Daniel, because the king liked Daniel more than them. The king and these young 
men did not believe in the one true God, but they worshipped false idols. These young men wanted to hurt Daniel. They 
made it illegal for anyone to worship anyone but the king. Daniel followed God’s command. God says to worship Him 
only. He says to pray to Him only. It would disobey God to worship another god or the king. Daniel continued to worship 
God every day. The young men had Daniel arrested and thrown into the lions’ den. The king did not want to send Daniel 
to the lions’ den, but he couldn’t change the law. The king was very sad and was afraid for Daniel. Daniel stayed in the den 
with the lions all night. The next morning the king went to see Daniel. He called out to Daniel to see if he was still alive. He 
asked, “Daniel, did your God whom you always serve save you from the lions?” Daniel replied, “Yes, king! My God sent an 
angel to shut the mouths of the lions and they have not eaten me!” Daniel was released from the lions’ den. How did God 
watch over Daniel? Why did God watch over Daniel? 

For Grades 1-4: The word of the Lord stands forever

Tell the students, “In the story Zeke visited a city called Innwa. What used to be there? What is there now? What scripture 
does this remind Zeke of?  That’s right, Isaiah 40:8, ‘The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands 
forever’.  What does this scripture mean? What does it mean that ‘the word of our God stands forever’? That’s right, kings 
and kingdoms are destroyed and disappear, but God’s word is always with us. That is because God is eternal. He has 
always been and always will be. Today, we are going to learn about another king, Nebuchanezzar. Just like the Burmese 
king, he was powerful when he lived on the earth. But, he did not follow God and after he died, no one remembers him or 
his kingdom. 

Tell the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and King Nebuchanezzar from Daniel 3. At the end of the story, ask 
the students, “When did the people have to worship the statue? Why didn’t Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego obey the 
king’s orders? What would happen to the people who didn’t follow the king’s order? What would you do in this situation? 
How would you feel? What did the king do to them? What happened when the young men were thrown into the fiery 
furnace? How many people were seen in the fiery furnace? Who was the fourth person? Did the men die? Who protected 
them? How did Nebuchanezzar react to the men when they did not die in the furnace? These men chose to follow God’s 
word and his commandments. They chose to obey God to only worship Him. They trusted that God would watch over 
them when they followed His word. Even though they were afraid; they knew that even if they died, God was in control of 
everything that happened.” 

For Grades 5-6: The word of the Lord stands forever

Tell the students, “In the story Zeke visited a city called Innwa, what used to be there? What is there now? What scripture 
does this remind Zeke of?  That’s right, Isaiah 40:8, ‘The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands 
forever.’ What does scripture mean? What does it mean that ‘the word of our God stands forever’? That’s right, kings and 
kingdoms are destroyed and disappear, but God’s word is always with us. That is because God is eternal. He has always 
been and always will be. Today, we are going to learn about another king, Nebuchanezzar. Just like the Burmese king, 
he was powerful when he lived on the earth. But, he did not follow God and after he died, no one remembers him or his 
kingdom. Tell the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and King Nebuchanezzar from Daniel 3. At the end of the 
story, ask the students, “When did the people have to worship the statue? Why didn’t Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
obey the king’s orders? What would happen to the people who didn’t follow the king’s order? What would you do in this 
situation? How would you feel? What did the king do to them? What happened when the young men were thrown into 
the fiery furnace? How many people were seen in the fiery furnace? Who was the fourth person? Did the men die? Who 
protected them? How did Nebuchanezzar react to the men when they did not die in the furnace? These men chose to 
follow God’s word and his commandments. They chose to obey God to only worship Him. They trusted that God would 
watch over them when they followed His word. Even though, they were afraid; they knew that even if they died, God was 
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in control of everything that happened.”

Bible Verses:
Preschool

• Teach children Luke 12:7a (NIV).

• Say: “Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered.” 

Grades 1-4:

• Teach children Isaiah 4-:8 (NIV).

• Say:  “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” 

Grades 5-6:

• Teach children Isaiah 40:8 (NIV).

• Say:  “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” 

Closing Activity Suggestions:
Preschool:  

“Daniel in the Lion’s Den Skit”

Characters:

• Daniel

• King

• Musicians (as many as you need)

• Young men who didn’t like Daniel

• Lions (as many as you need)

• Angel

• Narrator (teacher or older student)—optional

• Materials: Costumes are not needed, but if you have time, money and energy–go for it.

1. Try to give each group of characters a noise, a short sentence or something to do in the skit.

2. Let the kids have with it.

Grades1-4

“Longyi Relay Race” 

• Materials: Longyis from opening activity, children-sized belts for younger grades (to keep longyis up when running), 
bags of various sizes with wide straps (if you can’t find enough, you can use back packs) and flip flops (the larger the 
better)

• Instructions:  Today, Maung Maung is late to school and so his mother has to dress him quickly and send off to school. 

1. Divide the students into groups of 4-5 each. 

2. For each group, there must be a leader/or teacher who is Maung Maung’s mother. Each student must 
get dressed in a longyi, a pair of flip-flops, and school bag. The students must carry the bag on their 
head. (They wide straps go on the front of their head and the bag hangs back across the shoulders to 
their back. They should not need to use their hands to balance the bag. )

3. The student runs to the cone/marker and then back home without loosing his longyi or bag. 
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4. The first group finished with the relay wins the game. 

Grades 5 and 6

Pillow Fight (or Dodgeball with Pillows)

• Materials: A lot of pillows of various shapes and sizes (have the students bring from home), have the students 
wear certain color shirts or somehow display who is on what team and a whistle.

• Instructions:  Divide the students into two teams with contrasting colors, place the pillows on a line in the center of a 
large room and review the rules with students before playing.

• Rules:  

1. The pillows will be placed in the middle of the room. When the whistle or signal is given, the students can run 
and get a pillow or pillows

2. The students can run around the room. They are not limited to one side like in traditional dodgeball.

3. To be “out”, you must be hit on the head by a pillow. Once “out” you must sit on the side or wherever your 
teacher instructs you.

4. Be careful of students who wear glasses.

5. The last remaining student wins the game for his/her team. 

Closing Prayer
Preschool (Ages 3-5)

Thank you God for caring about each person. Thank you that you know how many hairs are on our heads.  

Grades 1-4

Thank you God that you are always watching over us. I pray that we would choose to obey God and His commandments 
even when we are afraid.   

Grades 5-6

Thank you God that you are always watching over us. I pray that we would choose to obey God and His commandments 
even when we are afraid. I pray for the people of Myanmar that they would read your word and choose to follow you. 
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Takhi is a strong, spunky and hard working racehorse. In every 
race and trial, Takhi runs with all her heart, mind and strength 

till she crosses the finish line. She never gives up. 
Takhi knows what it means to feel lonely and rejected. When Takhi was 
born, she was born with a white cross marking over her left eye. Her 
fur was a mottled brown and black. She didn’t look like a descendant 
of a proud Mongolian racehorse clan.  She just didn’t fit in. But on 
the lonely grasslands of Mongolia, a nomad found Takhi. This nomad 
rescued her from the point of death, nursed her back to health and more 
importantly told her about the One True God who had created Takhi. 
Now, Takhi uses her white cross marking to tell others about Jesus and 
how he is the One True God.
Mongolia. This country has mountains to the north and west, and the 
Gobi desert to the south with mainly grasslands in between. It was once 
one of the greatest empires in the world in the Middle Ages ruled by 
Genghis Khan. Because of Mongolia’s tough terrain and climate, more 
than 30% of the population lives as nomads. 
Animism. Animists believe in an unseen world of gods, demons and 
spirits. If someone is sick, they call upon a medicine man (sometimes 
called a Shaman) to help cure the sick person by attempting to appease 
the spirits. Animists live in fear of angering the spirit world.

[Taak hee] /noun/ the Mongolian word for horse.
Takhi

Mongol horse. The Mongol 
horse is native horse breed 
of Mongolia. Mongol horses 
are short, stocky and have a 
larger head than other breeds 
of horses. Horseracing is 
a very popular pastime in 
Mongolia where most horse 
jockeys are young children.

Takhi

... let us run with 
endurance the race 

that is set before 
us, looking to Jesus, 

the founder and 
perfecter of our 

faith.  
Hebrews 12: 1-2(b)
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Preschool
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“Just wait till you see the view! Race you to the 
top!” laughed Zeke’s friend Caleb as he started 
running up the steps to the watchtower. 

 Both Zeke and Takhi immediately broke 
into a sprint as they followed Caleb up the steps. 
Takhi was taking three steps at a time and quickly 
overtook Caleb and Zeke. She was always up for a 
good race! Just as the Mongolian racehorse spotted the top of the stairs, 
Takhi kicked one last time to slide to the finish line. 

 “We made it!” They all cried when they got to the top. 

 “So, why did we come here?” Takhi asked. 

 “Two hundred years ago, the first Baptist 
missionary from America came to 

Burma. His name was Adoniram 
Judson and the Burmese king 
threw him into prison near the 
palace here. Every day, he saw 
this watchtower from prison 
and it reminded him that 
God was always watching over 

him,” Caleb explained. 

Judson's Pillow



“Indeed, the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered.”  

Luke 12:7a
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 “There is nothing left except the 
tower. I can’t believe this used to be a 
palace! It is completely gone!” Zeke 
was amazed. 

 “So, what happened to 
Judson?” Takhi’s ears perked up 
to listen.

 “Well, it was a very difficult 
time for Judson, but God protected 
him. God used him to translate the 
entire Bible into Burmese. In fact, Judson’s 
wife, Ann, gave him a pillow in prison and hid the 
unfinished Bible in it so that no one could take it,” 
Caleb explained.

 “Wow, I thought stuff like that only happened in books.” Takhi 
swished her tail with excitement. 

 “God watches over every person. He loves us all 
very much. In the Bible it says that, ‘Even the 

hairs of your head are all numbered,’” Zeke 
reminded Takhi and Caleb.
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Daniel in the Lion's Den Skit 
Characters:

• Daniel

• King

• Musicians (as many as you need)

• Young men who didn’t like Daniel

• Lions (as many as you need)

• Angel

• Narrator (teacher or older student)—optional

Supplies:

• Costumes are not needed, but if you have time, money and enery–go for it.

Directions:

Try to give each group of characters a noise, a short sentence or something to do in the skit. Let the kids have 
fun with it!
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Grades
1-4
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“Mingalaba! Mingalaba!” Several young men greeted Zeke, Takhi 
and Zeke’s friend Caleb as they walked up from their boat. They had 
just crossed a river near Mandalay, a city in the heart of Myanmar. 

 “I bet no one has ever seen a Mongolian race horse wear a 
skirt before!” teased Zeke. When Caleb greeted them at the airport, 
he gave Zeke and Takhi traditional long skirts called longyis. 

 Takhi hadn’t been excited about wearing a longyi. “For one 
thing,” Takhi explained, “Where will my tail go? For another thing, 
have you ever seen a horse wear a skirt! I’ll look ridiculous!!”

 Today, Caleb was taking them to visit a famous watchtower. When they walked up to the 
top of the riverbank, there stood three or four two-wheeled carts being pulled by ponies. Suddenly, 
Takhi had an idea. She quickly harnessed an empty cart onto her own shoulders.  

 “All aboard!” cried Takhi as she 
brought the cart over to where Caleb and 

Zeke were standing. Then she added 
apologetically, “Sorry, I have been 
complaining so much!” 

 “It’s ok, Takhi. I know you 
are not used to wearing a long skirt,” 

Zeke patted Takhi on the shoulders. 

 “Myanmar is just so 
different compared to my culture. 
It makes me feel uncomfortable at 

times. But as soon as I saw these pony 
carts, I felt at home,” Takhi smiled and 
fidgeted in her longyi. 

Judson's Pillow 
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 “But I thought race horses didn’t pull carts,” said Caleb. 

 “In Mongolia when race horses 
aren’t racing, they are work horses. We 
work hard on the farm all year long so 
we have strong muscles for the race,” 
Takhi explained. “Now,  jump in!” 

Takhi snorted and shook her mane. 
Zeke and Caleb piled in the back of 
the cart and sat across from each other.

 “Hold on, guys!” Takhi shouted. 
The pony cart started with a jolt and 
began to bounce over the muddy road. 

 “Wow! This is a REAL adventure!” 
Zeke said, unable to stop smiling. “My granddad 
always told me stories about riding on horses and wagons! I feel like we have gone back in time!” 

 “LOOK! What’s that?” Zeke said, pointing up the road as the cart passed beautiful banana 
trees and fields of tall grass.  

 “We’re here!” Caleb shouted.  

In the middle of rice fields and banana trees stood an old tower. 

 “Just wait till you see the view! Race you to the 
top!” laughed Caleb and started running to the 

top of the tower. 

 Both Zeke and Takhi immediately 
broke into a sprint as they followed 
Caleb up the steps. Takhi was taking 
three steps at a time and quickly 
overtook Caleb and Zeke. She was 
always up for a good race! Just as she 
spotted the top of the stairs, Takhi 
kicked one last time to slide to the 
finish line. 
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 “On no,” cried Takhi as she fell flat on her face on the last step and 
the boys passed her by. 

 “Are you ok? What happened?” Zeke hurried to Takhi’s side. 
Takhi lay flat on her back looking up. 

 “I’m ok. I think I forgot to pull my skirt up when I jumped 
up the stairs,” Tahki giggled with embarrassment. It wasn’t 
everyday she lost a race. 

 “Well, now I know I can beat a racehorse when 
she’s wearing a skirt!” Zeke laughed, as he helped 
Takhi up from the ground. 

 Zeke, Tahki and Caleb looked out from 
the top of the watchtower. It was beautiful. There 
were beautiful green trees and fields in every direction.  
“So, why did we come here?” Takhi persisted. 

 “Two hundred years ago, the first Baptist missionary from America came to Burma. 
His name was Adoniram Judson and the Burmese king threw him into prison near the 
palace here. Every day, he saw this watchtower from prison and it reminded him that God 
was always watching over him,” Caleb explained. 

 “There is nothing left except the tower. I can’t believe this used to be a palace! It is 
completely gone!” Zeke was amazed. 

 “So, what happened to Judson?” Takhi’s ears perked up 
to listen.

 “Well, it was a very difficult time for Judson, but 
God protected him and God used him to translate 

the entire Bible into Burmese. In fact, Judson’s 
wife, Ann, gave him a pillow to use while he 
was in prison. Guess what was hidden in the 
pillow?” Caleb smiled knowingly.

  “The Bible?” Zeke guessed.

 “Right!” Caleb gave Zeke a high-five.
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“The grass withers and the f lowers 
fall, but the word of our God 

stands forever.”    
Isaiah 40:8

 “Really? That’s amazing!” Takhi swished her tail with excitement. “I thought stuff like that 
only happened in books,” 

 “Isaiah 40:8 says, ‘The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands 
forever,’” Zeke quoted. “No one remembers this palace or this king or queen, but God’s word is 
still alive and working in the lives of the Burmese.” 
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How many ways can you 
tie a long yi? 

Supplies:

• Cotton/polyester fabric (a variety of patterns) about 2-3 yards each. You can sew the ends together, 
or pin/glue together temporarily. If the children are smaller, it would be better to do about 2 yards. 
Otherwise, you will need closer to 3 yards for each. (Also, you could use blankets, throws, or sheets if you 
want to buy materials.)

Directions:

Divide the children into groups. Pass out longyi fabric to groups. Show them how they can wear as a skirt. (Let 
them try to dress each other up). 

The longyi is very useful to a Burmese person. They can use it for many things besides a skirt or sarong. 

Now in the groups, students must try to think of as many things they could use the longyi for besides a skirt. 
Give them 5-10 minutes. Then, let come up in front of the class and demonstrate the different ideas they came 
up with.
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Grades
5-6



CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2014 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

“Mingalaba! Mingalaba!” Several young men sitting along the 
riverbank greeted Zeke, Takhi and Zeke’s friend Caleb as they walked 
up from their boat. They had just crossed a river near Mandalay, a city 
in the heart of Myanmar. 

 “I bet no one has ever seen a Mongolian race horse wear a skirt 
before!” teased Zeke. 

When Caleb greeted them at the airport, he gave Zeke and Takhi 
traditional long skirts called longyis. Zeke immediately put it on over 
his shorts and tied it in the front like Caleb showed him. The airport security guard grinned and 
patted him on the back. “So, handsome!” Zeke heard everywhere he went.  

 Takhi hadn’t been excited about wearing a longyi. “For one thing, where will my tail go? 
For another thing, have you ever seen a horse wear a skirt? I’ll look ridiculous!!” cried Takhi, her 
nostrils flaring as she reluctantly trotted off to put on the longyi. 

 Today, Caleb was taking them to 
visit a famous watchtower. When they 
walked up to the top of the riverbank, 
there stood three or four two-wheeled 
carts being pulled by ponies. 

 “Over here, guys! We have 
to bargain to get a pony cart and 
driver,” motioned Caleb. Suddenly, 
Takhi had an idea. She quickly 
trotted over to an empty pony 

cart that was lying on the side of 
the road and harnessed it onto her 
own shoulders.  “All aboard!” cried 
Takhi as she brought the cart over to 

Judson's Pillow 
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where Caleb and Zeke were talking to the drivers. Zeke opened his 
mouth to say something, but Takhi interrupted him. 

 “I know, I know, ‘I bet no one has ever seen a 
Mongolian race horse wear a skirt pulling a cart in 
Myanmar before’,” Takhi said in the best Zeke voice she 
could imitate. Then she added apologetically, “Sorry, I 
have been complaining so much!” 

 “It’s OK, Takhi. I know you are not used to 
wearing a long skirt. It has to be really strange for you,” 
Zeke patted Takhi on the shoulders. 

 “Myanmar is just so different compared to my culture. It makes 
me feel uncomfortable at times. But as soon as I saw these pony carts, I felt at 
home,” Takhi smiled and fidgeted in her longyi. 

 “But I thought race horses didn’t pull carts,” said Caleb. 

 “In Mongolia when race horses aren’t racing, they are work horses. We work hard on the 
farm all year long so we have strong muscles for the races,” Takhi said. “Now,  jump in!” 

Takhi snorted and shook her mane. Zeke and Caleb piled in the back of the cart and sat across 
from each other.

 The pony cart started with a jolt 
and began to bounce over the muddy 
road.  “Hold on, guys!” Takhi 
broke into a fast trot as they neared the 
corner. The cart skidded dangerously 
close to the edge of the riverbank. 

 “YEE haw!!” giggled Takhi as she 
pulled out of the turn. 

 “Wow! This is a REAL adventure!” 
Zeke couldn’t stop smiling as they 

flew past beautiful banana trees and 
overgrown fields of tall grass. “My 
granddad always told me stories about 
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riding on horses and wagons! I feel like we have 
gone back in time!” 

 Takhi cried back, “So is anyone 
EVER going to tell me what is so 
special about this tower we are going 
to? I mean, why would anyone put 
a watchtower in the middle of 
nowhere? What are they watching?” 
she asked. 

 “Two hundred years ago, this 
wasn’t the middle of nowhere.” Zeke 
explained. “This was once the royal city 
of Innwa, where the king and queen of Burma lived in their palace,” Caleb talked 
with his hands excitedly.

 “Really? That sounds really cool! I want to see a palace with a king and queen. Does 
it have GOLD? Is it beautiful? Can we see the queen’s JEWELRY? Who are the king and 
queen NOW?” Takhi started shooting off questions faster than Zeke and Caleb could 
answer. 

 “LOOK! What’s that?” Zeke pointed at something up ahead. 

 “We’re here!” Caleb shouted.  In the middle of rice fields and banana trees stood an 
old tower. It was white with spots that were black because of mold and it was leaning slightly 
to the left. 

 “This is the watchtower?” asked Zeke, sounding kind of disappointed. 

 “Where is the palace? Where are the king and queen?” Takhi sounded REALLY 
disappointed. Chickens were pecking at the ground near the steps to the tower. 

 “Just wait till you see the view! Race you to the top!” laughed Caleb and started 
running to the steps that led up to the top of the tower. 

 Both Zeke and Takhi immediately broke into a sprint as they followed Caleb up the 
steps. Takhi was taking three steps at a time and quickly overtook Caleb and Zeke. She was 
always up for a good race! Just as she spotted the top of the stairs, Takhi kicked one last 
time to slide to the finish line. 
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 “On no,” cried Takhi as she fell flat on her face on the last step 
and the boys passed her up. 

 “Are you ok? What happened?” Zeke hurried to the 
Mongolian racehorse’s side. 

 Takhi lay flat on her back looking up. 

 “Yeah, I’m ok. I think I forgot to pull my skirt 
up when I jumped up the stairs”, Tahki giggled with 
embarrassment. It wasn’t everyday she lost a race. 

 “Well, now I know I can beat a racehorse 
when she’s wearing a skirt!” Zeke helped Takhi 
up from the ground. 

 Zeke, Tahki and Caleb looked out from the 
top of the watchtower. It was beautiful. There were beautiful green trees and fields in every 
direction. “Where is the palace?” asked Takhi. 

 “It is gone.” Zeke whispered. 

 “Where are the king and queen?” asked Takhi.

 “They died a long time ago.” Caleb said. 

 “So, why did we come here?” Takhi persisted. 

 “Two hundred years ago, the first Baptist missionary 
from America came to Burma. His name was Adoniram 

Judson and the Burmese king threw him into prison 
near the palace here. Every day, he saw this 
watchtower from prison and it reminded him that 

God was always watching over him,” Caleb 
explained. 

 “There is nothing left except the tower. 
I can’t believe this used to be a palace! It is 
completely gone!” Zeke was amazed. 

 “So, what happened to Judson?” 
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“The grass withers and the f lowers 
fall, but the word of our God 

stands forever.”    
Isaiah 40:8

Takhi’s ears perked up to listen.

 “Well, it was a very difficult time for Judson, but God protected him and God used him 
to translate the entire Bible into Burmese. In fact, Judson’s wife, Ann, gave him a pillow in prison 
and guess what was hidden in the pillow?” Caleb smiled knowingly.

 “A Bible?” Zeke asked. 

 “Right!” Caleb gave Zeke a high-five.  

“The Bible, really? That’s amazing! Wow, I thought stuff like that only happened in books.” 
Takhi swished her tail with excitement. 

 “Well, Ann thought the safest place for the unfinished Bible was right there in prison! No 
one would ever think to look there!” Caleb threw a rock off the top of the tower. 

 “Isaiah 40:8 says, ‘The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands 
forever’” Zeke quoted. “No one remembers this palace or this king or queen, but God’s word is 
still alive and working in the lives of the Burmese.” 
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Pillow Fight 
The first translation of the Bible into Burmese was almost destroyed when Judson was arrested. His wife, Ann, 
thought the safest place to hide the Bible would be right under Judson’s head in prison. She hid the Bible in a 
pillow and took it to Judson in prison. God miraculously protected Judson and the Bible.

Supplies:

• A lot of pillows of various shapes and sizes (have the students bring from home)

• Have the students wear certain color shirts or somehow display who is on what team

• A whistle

Directions:

1. Divide the students into two teams with contrasting colors. 

2. Place the pillows on a line in the center of a large room. 

3. Review the rules with students before playing. 

Rules:

1. The pillows will be placed in the middle of the room. When the whistle or signal is given, the students can 
run and get a pillow or pillows. 

2. The students can run around the room. They are not limited to one side like in traditional dodgeball. 

3. To be “out”, you must be hit on the head by a pillow. Once “out,” you must sit on the side or wherever your 
teacher instructs you. 

4. Be careful of students who wear glasses. 

5. The last remaining student wins the game for his/her team. 
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Parent/Teacher Guide

“Decorations in the Sky”
Learning Objectives:
Preschool (Ages 3-5): Children learn about Chinese New Year. 
Grades 1-4: Children learn about Chinese New Year.
Grades 5-6: Children learn about Chinese New Year.

Opening Activity Suggestions:
Preschool (Ages 3-5): Children connect the dots to draw a Chinese lantern.
Grades 1-4: Children make paper lanterns out of construction paper.
Grades 5-6: Children make Chinese lanterns out of paper mache. (Children can begin this as an opening activity, but due 
to drying time, the activity will conclude later.)

Background Information:

All ages:

• Chinese New Year falls in late January or February. The date differs each year and is determined by the Lunar 
Calendar. 

• Chinese New Year is the most celebrated holiday on the Chinese calendar, comparable to the western celebration of 
Christmas in terms of cultural significance.

• Chinese New Year has many traditions associated with it.  This story only names a few of them. 

• Chinese New Year holidays last for 15 days. The first three days are the most important days of the holiday. The 15th 
day is also an important day and is sometimes called the Lantern Festival.

• Everyone who can goes home for a big family reunion dinner on Chinese New Year’s Eve. In the children’s stories, 
Taishan and Zeke are invited to the Chen’s house for this special dinner. 

• On Chinese New Year’s Eve, fireworks light the sky and noisy firecrackers erupt in explosions. This continues all night 
long. Each family sets off these fireworks outside their own home. (Fireworks are relatively inexpensive in China.) 
Fireworks can be seen and heard for the entire 15 days of the holiday, though the first and last nights of the holidays 
are usually the noisiest. Chinese people feel that fireworks are a vital part of their New Year tradition and celebration.

• Lanterns are used both as lights and as traditional decorations in China. Restaurants are often decorated with red 
lanterns hanging year round. People also decorate homes, offices, and other buildings with lanterns for special 
holidays. During the lantern festival, lanterns of various sizes, styles, and colors can be seen throughout China. In 
some locations, people light candles inside the lanterns and watch them ascend in the night sky. 

• Red represents happiness in China. Lanterns, money envelopes, decorations and clothing are just a few examples of 
items that are red.

• Many people in China live in villages. Villages are similar to small towns in America, except in Chinese villages, most 
people are farmers with a low income. Village life is simple. Most Chinese people associate village life with a slow 
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pace of life, clean air, a tight-knit community, and warm relationships. In the story, Mr. and Mrs. Chen live in a village.

• Christianity in China is growing among all economic groups. In early 2011, an estimated 6 percent of Chinese people 
claim to be evangelical Christians. Millions of other Chinese people have yet to hear the story of Christ though. 
Christianity is spread by believers - both Chinese and foreigners -  traveling to towns and villages where the Gospel 
is not known and proclaiming it. In the story, Mr. Chen became a Christian through the witness of Christians from 
another village who carried to the Gospel to his village. In turn, he shared the Gospel with his own family.

• To learn more about Christianity in China and the current needs, please read: http://eastasianpeoples.imb.org/
feature/shortfall-of-bibles-in-china-part-one/

Grades 1-4:

• Red money envelopes, known as “lucky money,” are given to children and unmarried young adults during the holiday 
period. The amount of cash inside varies. Neighbors may give children cash equivalent to one or two dollars. Relatives 
may give tens or even hundreds of dollars.

Grades 5-6: 

• Chinese New Year is also known in China as “Spring Festival.” Though in the west it is considered to be the middle of 
winter, Chinese see the New Year as the beginning of spring.

• Red money envelopes, known as “lucky money,” are given to children and unmarried young adults during the holiday 
period. The amount of cash inside varies. Neighbors may give children cash equivalent to one or two dollars. Relatives 
may give tens or even hundreds of dollars.

• In the story, the Chens are the only Christians in their village. There is no church in their village.

The Stories:

Preschool (Ages 3-5): “Decorations in the Sky”
Grades 1-4: “Decorations in the Sky”
Grades 5-6:  “Decorations in the Sky”

Bible Verses:

Preschool (Ages 3-5):
John 9:5 – Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”
Point out to the children that in the story, two kinds of lights are mentioned: lanterns and fireworks. Then tell children 
to imagine they are in a dark room.  If they walk around in the dark room, they will trip, fall or hurt themselves. It can be 
dangerous. Even one light helps us to see more clearly. Tell them that Jesus is like a light for our lives that makes our lives 
better.

Grades 1-4:
John 9:5 – Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”
Point out to the children that in the story, two kinds of lights are mentioned: lanterns and fireworks. Then tell children 
to imagine they are in a dark room.  If they walk around in the dark room, they will trip, fall or hurt themselves. It can be 
dangerous. Even one light helps us to see more clearly. Tell them that Jesus is like a light for our lives that makes our lives 
better.
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Grades 5-6:
Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Point out to the children that in the story, two kinds of lights are mentioned: lanterns and fireworks. Tell children to imag-
ine they are walking down a dark pathway at night. If there is a lamp or lantern (or even fireworks), they can see where 
they are going. Tell them that the Bible is like a lamp for our lives. It helps us see life more clearly. It helps us not to make 
bad decisions. It helps us not to stumble and fall.

Closing Activity Suggestions:

Preschool (Ages 3-5): 
• Coloring page

Grades 1-4:
• Do fireworks art page. Or,

• Make lucky money envelopes.

Grades 5-6:
• Make firecracker decoration craft.

Closing Prayer:

Preschool (Ages 3-5):
• Pray for Chinese people. Most Chinese people do not know about God.

Grades 1-4:
• Pray that all Chinese people will get to hear about God and the Bible.

Grades 5-6:
• Pray that Christians in China will tell other people about God. Many people have not heard about God yet.

• Pray for more churches to be started in China. 
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Tai Shan means “Peaceful Mountain” in the language of his 
homeland – China. Although Tai Shan is quite clumsy on the 

ground, he is quick and lively when climbing and moving within the 
trees. He usually spends most of his day quietly eating bamboo and 
daydreaming about his “warrior hero” adventures. Although he rarely 
embarks on the adventures he imagines, he learns how to be a hero in 
other ways every day. Tai Shan likes to share his favorite Bible stories 
with others, and he especially loves the cool hero stories, like David 
and Goliath. 
China. China is a large country that includes Hong Kong and Macau 
and has more people than any other country in the world. China is 
slightly smaller than the United States, but the population of China is 
nearly five times as large.
Buddhism. Buddhists believe that there is no God. They teach that 
the way to be happy is to live a simple life because “things” only cause 
suffering. They believe in reincarnation – that after we die we are 
reborn as a different person or animal. They also teach that all the good 
and bad that, we do in this life, carry over to the next.

[TIE Shan] /noun/ Tai is a Chinese word meaning peaceful, and Shan is a 
Chinese word that means mountain.

Tai Shan

Panda. The Giant Panda 
typically spends half of every 
day eating, and his favorite 
food is bamboo. He also enjoys 
honey, eggs, fish, yams, shrub 
leaves, oranges, and bananas. 
Giant pandas cannot run very 
fast, but they are excellent tree 
climbers.

Tai Shan

And the God 
of peace will 
be with you. 
Philippians 4:9 (NIV)
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Preschool
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Taishan and Zeke are in China to visit their friends. 
It is Chinese New Year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chen invite them for dinner. Taishan 
and Zeke walk to their house. They knock on the door. 
Red lanterns hang near the door. 

“The lanterns are pretty,” Zeke says. 

Mr. Chen opens the door. “Happy New Year,” he says.

Decorations in the Sky
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Taishan and Zeke eat dinner with the Chens.

Mr. Chen prays. He thanks God for the food. 

Mr. Chen believes in God. People from another town came to 
his house. They told him about God. Now he believes in Jesus. His 
family believes in Jesus, too.

Taishan and Zeke hear a noise. It is loud.

Taishan jumps. The Chens laugh. Taishan says, “Where is Zeke?” 

Zeke is hiding under the table. The loud noise does not stop. Zeke 
is scared. 

“What is that noise?” Zeke asks.

“Fireworks. You will hear many fireworks tonight,” Mr. Chen says. 

“I like them. They make the sky look pretty!” Taishan says.



!
Chinese Lantern - Connect the Dots 
Activity for Preschoolers 
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Grades
1-4
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Zeke is visiting China for Chinese New Year with his friend, Taishan. 
Mr. and Mrs. Chen invite them for dinner. Zeke and Taishan walk to 
their house. It is a very cold night.

When they arrive at the Chens, they knock on the door. They notice 
red lanterns hanging near the door.  Taishan explains to Zeke that 
Chinese people decorate their front doors with lanterns during the holiday, 
like people in the United States decorate with wreaths at Christmas time. 

Mr. Chen opens the door. “Happy New Year!” he says.

Mr. and Mrs. Chen give Taishan and Zeke a red envelope each. Inside is paper money. Taishan 
says all young people get red envelopes for the holiday. The red envelopes are called “lucky money.”

Zeke likes Chinese New Year already!

Taishan and Zeke sit down with the family to a dinner of soup, fish, meat and dumplings. Mr. 
Chen says a prayer of blessing. He thanks God for the food. He asks God to help them in the new year. 

Mr. Chen believes in God. He explains to Zeke and Taishan that Christians 
from another town came to his house one day. They 

told him about Jesus. Mr. Chen believed 
in Jesus and decided to follow Him. 
Then he told his family about Jesus, and 
they believed in Him, too. He is glad 
someone told him about Jesus.

Suddenly, they all hear a loud noise 
outside their house. 

Taishan jumps. His food flies in 
the air. The Chens laugh, but Zeke is 
nowhere to be found. Taishan looks 

Decorations in the Sky
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around. “Where did Zeke go?” he asks. 

They find Zeke hiding under the table. He is scared 
of loud noises. 

“What is that?” Zeke wants to know.

“People here have many fireworks. It is part of the 
celebration of Chinese New Year. The noise will stop 
tomorrow,” Mr. Chen explains. 

Zeke isn’t so sure he likes this part of Chinese New Year. 

Taishan smiles. “I like fireworks. They make the sky look pretty.”

Zeke, Taishan and the family go outside to watch the fireworks. Although Zeke still doesn’t 
like the noise, he enjoys the way they light up the sky, and he is happy to celebrate Chinese New 
Year with his new friends.
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Lucky Money Envelopes 
Grades 1-4 
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Chinese Lantern Craft 
 
Supplies Needed: 

! Red paper, card stock or construction paper 
! Scissors 
! Glue sticks, tape or stapler 
! String or yarn (optional) 

 

 
 
STEP 1 
 

Fold the Sheet 
Fold a sheet of paper in half length-
wise, forming a long, thin rectangle 
 
 

 
 
STEP 2 
 

Cut Strips 
Make a series of cuts, 16-24 of them, 
along the FOLD line of the paper. Do 
not cut all the way to the edge of the 
paper, but leave an inch or more from 
the edge as you cut. Do not make 
cuts at the very ends of the paper. 

 
 
 

 
 
STEP 3 
 

Unfold then Bring it 
Together 
Unfold the paper.  Take the two 
shortest ends of the paper, bring 
them together to form a circle and 
attach the two ends with tape. 
 

 

 
 
STEP 4 
 

Attach the Handle 
Using a separate piece of paper of the 
same color, cut a strip of paper about 
9” X 1/2.” Tape this along the top so 
that it becomes the handle of the 
lantern. 

 
STEP 5 

Optional Step  
Using string or yarn, hang the lanterns in the room as decorations. They can be 
strung together or hung separately. Lanterns are for decorations only and are not 
to be used with candles. 
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Fireworks Artwork  
for Grades 1 through 4 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supplies Needed: 
! glue 
! glitter 
! black or blue construction paper 

Step One: 
 
Place glue on construction paper in the 
pattern of fireworks. 

Step Two: 
Put glitter on the glue. Let each section 
dry completely before adding other 
starburst patterns to the construction 
paper. 
 
Step Three: 
Using a glitter pen, write “Happy 
Chinese New Year” 
 
Step Four: 
Hang on the wall to decorate for 
Chinese New Year! 
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Lantern Artwork 
Grades 1-4 
 

 
 
Supplies Needed: 

! 1-3 printed copies of the lantern template for each child 
! markers, if coloring 
! red tissue paper and glue for paper mache artwork 
! scissors 
! tape or string to hang the lantern 
! hole punch (optional) 

 
 
Steps 
 
If Coloring: 

1. Use red and gold markers to decorate the Chinese lantern. 
2. Cut out the pattern. 
3. Hang with string or tape 

 
If decorating with paper mache: 

1. Spread a thin coat of glue on the lantern outline. 
2. Use torn pieces of tissue paper to place on top of the glue. Let dry 

thoroughly. 
3. When completely dry, cut out the lantern shape. 
4. Hang with string or tape. 

 
Option: Hang three lanterns, one on top of the other, connected by string. 
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Grades
5-6
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“C’mon, Taishan! Hurry up! It’s cold out here,” Zeke hustles through 
the cold winter night with Taishan lagging a few steps behind. Zeke is 
visiting China again – this time to celebrate Chinese New Year with his 
friend, Taishan. 

“I’m coming! I’m coming!” Taishan assures Zeke. 

Zeke and Taishan are visiting Taishan’s friends, Mr. and Mrs. Chen. 
They live in a small village. Zeke decided to walk because he thought 
Taishan needed the exercise. Now, he thinks it might have been better to take a taxi. But he 
doesn’t tell Taishan this. He doesn’t want to hurt his feelings. 

As they trudge through the cold, Zeke notices red lanterns hanging near many of the doorways 
in the village. 

“What do the red lanterns mean?” Zeke asks Taishan. He thinks Taishan will speed up if he is 
telling a story.  

“The lanterns are symbols of the holiday,” Taishan explains, eager to explain the New Year 
traditions to his friend. “Chinese people hang them near their doors 

during the holiday.” 

“Oh, I get it,” Zeke says. “Kind of 
like people in the United States decorate 
their doors with wreaths at Christmas 
time. Hey, look! We’re here!”

Taishan and Zeke approach the front 
door, and Taishan knocks. Mr. Chen, 
a small bald man with round glasses, 
opens the door with a smile on his face. 

“Happy Spring Festival’s Eve!” he 
exclaims.

Decorations in the Sky



CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2011 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

“Spring Festival? I thought this holiday was Chinese 
New Year,” says Zeke, confused. 

“I forgot to tell you about that, bro. Chinese New 
Year is called Spring Festival in China,” explains Taishan. 

As the boys shake off the cold and hang up their 
coats, Mr. and Mrs. Chen give them each a red envelope. 
Inside is paper money. 

“These are called, ‘lucky money,’” Mr. Chen explains. 
“We give these to all the young people during the holiday.”  

“Ooh, I think I like Chinese New Year already!” Zeke laughs. 

Taishan and Zeke are sharing a special meal with the Chen family tonight. Before they eat, Mr. 
Chen prays and thanks God for all the good things of the past year. He asks God to protect them in 
the coming year. And, of course, he also thanks God for the food.

Zeke notices there is plenty of food to be thankful for! Soon they are busy eating meat dumplings, 
soup, fish, noodles, and more.  It is all very delicious – better than anything Zeke has ever eaten in 
Chinese restaurants in America. It doesn’t take long for Zeke and Taishan to get very full. 

Zeke also wants to ask Mr. and Mrs. Chen a question. His father told him that there aren’t many 
Christians in China so Zeke is curious about Mr. Chen’s story. 

“Mr. Chen,” Zeke asks. “I know you and Mrs. Chen are followers of Jesus. Are there many other 
Christians in your village?” 

Mr. Chen shakes his head, sadly, “No, Zeke. Not many at all. I began following Jesus three years 
ago after some Christians from a nearby village came to my house and told me about Jesus. I trusted 
Him and I told my wife and parents about him. Now, our whole family follows Jesus.” 

“We are very thankful that people came to tell us about Jesus,” Mrs. Chen says. “We do our best to 
tell others about him, too.” 

Zeke also heard from his dad that many Chinese Christians are sometimes harassed when they 
follow Jesus. He isn’t sure what that means, and he isn’t sure how to ask Mr. and Mrs. Chen about it. 
Before he can, though, a loud noise  - like an explosion – shakes the house. 

Taishan jumps and the rest of his meat dumpling flies in the air. Mr. and Mrs. Chen laugh, but 
Zeke is nowhere to be found. 

“Hey! Where did Zeke go?” Taishan asks. 



Your word is a lamp 
to my feet and a light 

to my path. 
Psalm 119:105
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They quickly discover Zeke hiding under the table. The loud noises continue – one after another. 

“What is that?” Zeke asks, as Taishan helps him out from under the table. “It sounds like an 
explosion.”

Taishan smiles. 

“It’s fireworks, bro,” Taishan explains. “On Chinese New Year, people all over China set off 
firecrackers and fireworks.”

“It will be like this all night,” Mrs. Chen explains. 

“I’m not sure I like this part of Chinese New Year,” Zeke admits. 

“Hey! It’s nothing to worry about, Zeke. Fireworks are my favorite part of Chinese New Year. 
They decorate the sky! Let’s go outside and watch!”

Together, Zeke, Taishan and the Chen family head outside to watch the display. Even though 
Zeke isn’t a fan of the noise, he has to agree that the fireworks are beautiful, and he is grateful for the 
chance to spend Chinese New Year with his new friends. 



Chinese Paper-Mache Lantern Craft 
Grades 5-6 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEP ONE: 
Mix 4 parts water and 1 part flour in sauce pan, cooking over 
low heat until smooth. Let cool. (For one lantern, 1 cup of 
water and ¼ cup of flour will make enough paste.) 
 

STEP TWO: 
Blow up balloon and tie it. Tear strips of red paper and coat 
inside layer of paper strips with flour paste. Use a spatula, 
pastry brush, or your fingers to apply the paste. After the 
paper is glued onto the balloon, smooth down any ends by 
applying the flour paste on the outside of the paper. The 
paste will dry clear. 
 

STEP THREE: 
Let the paper-mache balloon dry thoroughly. For best results, 
wait 24 hours. (Drying time will vary depending on room 
temperature, paper thickness, etc. Set on top of a bowl or 
cup as it dries.) 
 

STEP FOUR: 
Pop the balloon. On the end of the balloon where the 
balloon knot was previously tied, cut a larger opening. 
 

STEP FIVE  
Cut a piece of yellow construction paper approximately 11” X 
3”. Taking precautions not to cut to the very end of the paper, 
cut fringe along the entire length of the strip. Affix fringe to 
the inside of the lantern using tape. 
Alternate idea: affix lightweight gold furniture or clothing 
fringe 
 

STEP SIX: 
With scissors, make a small hole in the top of the lantern.   
 

STEP SEVEN: 
Take a long piece of string (approximately 18” long). About 6 
inches from the end of the string, tie a large knot. Reinforce 
the knot with tape to make it even bigger. Then pull the six 
inches on the end of the string through the small hole you 
made on the top of the lantern. Pull the string gently until 
the knot inside the lantern cannot come through.  With the 
six inches of string outside the top of the lantern, make a 
loop and tie it. The lantern will hang from this knot. 
 

STEP EIGHT: 
Print out a copy of the hanging medallions. Cut out the 
medallions. Attach one of the medallions to the string using 
tape. Apply glue, then attach the second medallion to the 
back of the first one. 
 
You are finished! Hang the Chinese lantern from a doorway 
or balcony. 
 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: 
sauce pan 
measuring cup 
wooden spoon 
flour, 1 cup or more 
water 
measuring cup 
glue 
scissors 
tape 
string or yarn 
round balloon(s) 
red rice paper or similar red paper 
print one copy of medallions for each lantern 
bowl or cup  
Optional supplies: spatula or pastry brush 

!
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Chinese Paper-Mache Lantern Craft
Grades 5-6



 
String of Firecrackers – Craft for Grades 5 and 6 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Supplies Needed: 
! 6-8 empty toilet paper rolls 
! glue 
! tape 
! string 
! scissors 
! red tissue paper 
! glitter 

 
 
Step One: 
Cut tissue paper into squares 
approximately 9” X 9” in size 
 
Step Two: 
Tape one end of the tissue paper to the 
middle of an empty toilet paper roll. 
 
Step Three: 
Roll the red tissue paper around the 
cardboard toilet paper roll. Tuck the 
ends of the tissue paper inside the open 
ends. Do this for all 6-8 rolls. 
 
Step Four (optional): 
Decorate the front sides of the rolls with 
glue and glitter. Take your time, and let 
the glue dry completely before 
continuing to step five. 
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String of Firecrackers Craft
Grades 5-6

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Step Five: 
Tape a 12-16” piece of string inside the 
top of each tube. Tie together in pairs 
and hang from a doorway as a 
decoration for Chinese New Year! 
 
 



CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2014 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

John 9:5

Jesus said, 
“I am the 

light of the 
world.”

John 9:5

Jesus said, 
“I am the 

light of the 
world.”

John 9:5

Jesus said, 
“I am the 

light of the 
world.”

John 9:5

Jesus said, 
“I am the 

light of the 
world.”

John 9:5

Jesus said, 
“I am the 

light of the 
world.”

John 9:5

Jesus said, 
“I am the 

light of the 
world.”



CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2014 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Psalm 119:105

“Your word is 
a lamp to my 

feet and a 
light to 

my path.”

Psalm 119:105

“Your word is 
a lamp to my 

feet and a 
light to 

my path.”

Psalm 119:105

“Your word is 
a lamp to my 

feet and a 
light to 

my path.”

Psalm 119:105

“Your word is 
a lamp to my 

feet and a 
light to 

my path.”

Psalm 119:105

“Your word is 
a lamp to my 

feet and a 
light to 

my path.”

Psalm 119:105

“Your word is 
a lamp to my 

feet and a 
light to 

my path.”



Tai Shan and 
the Red Pandas

CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2013 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.



CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2014 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Parent/Teacher Guide

“Tai Shan and the Red Pandas”
Learning Objectives:
Preschool (Ages 3-5)
The students will learn about different people groups in China. 

Grades 1-6
The students will learn about different people groups in China. 

Opening Activity Suggestions:
Preschool (Ages 3-5)
explain the differences between Tai Shan, who is a giant panda, and a red panda. 
Ask students if they have ever seen a giant panda or a red panda in a zoo. 
Materials: Coloring page of Tai Shan and a red panda. 

Grades 1-4
Distribute animal matching sheet. Explain to students that each column has pictures of two different kinds of animals 
from the same species, e.g., German shepherd and Chihuahua, red panda and giant panda, dwarf rabbit and floppy 
eared rabbit, etc. Instruct students to draw a line to each animal from the same species. Remind students that in China 
there are many different Chinese people. They dress differently, talk differently and worship differently, but they are all 
Chinese and they all need Jesus. Materials: Animal matching sheet. 

Grades 5-6
Explain “people group” to the children. 

“Think about the difference between pancakes and waffles. When you pour syrup on pancakes, it spreads evenly 
across the flat surface. When your pour syrup on waffles, it gets caught in some of the squares, but other squares end 
up without any. The ‘waffle walls’ act as barriers, preventing the syrup from spreading evenly. Now imagine that the 
syrup is the gospel message. How far can it spread before it encounters a “waffle wall?” In cultures these waffle walls are 
barriers like language, tradition, or religious beliefs. For evangelization purposes, a people group is the largest group 
within which the Gospel can spread as a church planting movement without encountering barriers of understanding 
or acceptance” (Source: standforkids.org; 1982 Lausanne Committee Chicago meeting.) Allow students time to research 
minority groups in China. Challenge students to find at different people groups. Ask them to find the answers to these 
questions:  

1. What is the name of the people group? 

2. What is the population of the people group?

3. What is the religion of the people group? 

4. In what region of China do they live? 

5. Do they live in other places besides China? 

6. Do they have a Bible in their language? 

Note: peoplegroups.org is an excellent source of information 



CaravanFriends.orgCopyright © 2010 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

for this project. Materials: Internet access.

Background Information
For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6

Tai Shan
Tai Shan is a giant panda from eastern China. Please read Tai Shan’s profile for more information and explain the character 
to the students. 

Zeke
Zeke is an American boy who travels through Asia with the Caravan using his imagination.  The Caravan characters serve 
as guides for Zeke. Please read Zeke’s profile for more information (www.caravanfriends.org). 

China
China is a large country that includes Hong Kong and Macau. It has more people than any other country in the world! The 
land size of China is slightly smaller than the United States but the population of China is nearly five times as large. Most 
people in China practice Buddhism. 

The Stories:

The parent/teacher may want to read the stories aloud. Another option is to print the stories for the children and allow 
them to follow along. 

Preschool:  Tai Shan and the Red Pandas
Grades 1-4:  Tai Shan and the Red Pandas
Grades 5-6:   Tai Shan and the Red Pandas

For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6: 
Tai Shan, a giant panda, travels with Zeke to Chengu, China, to visit his cousin at the Chengdu zoo. Arriving in Chengdu, 
Tai Shan notices that people dress and act differently than they do in his native Shanghai. Once at the zoo, he is intrigued 
to learn that in addition to his cousin, the zoo is also home to a group of red pandas.  Tai Shan learns that just as there are 
different kinds of pandas in China, there are also many different people groups. Many of these people groups have never 
heard of Jesus. Ask the children if they remember what the armor of God was that Hati talked about. Guide them through 
a description of each piece ending with the Bible. Tell them how the Bible teaches us and helps us when we read it each 
day. Ask the children if they are willing to put on their armor. Tell them they can start this week by asking a parent to read 
them Bible stories. This will keep their spiritual sword sharp!  

Bible Verses:
Preschool
Teach children Galatians 3:28b, HCSB
Say:  “For you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

Grades 1-6
Teach children Galatians 3:28, HCSB
Say:  “There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

Closing Activity Suggestions:

For Preschool, Grades 1-4, and Grades 5-6: 
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Have students stand in a circle. Assign three different kinds of fruit to the children in the group, e.g. orange, apple, banana, 
orange, apple, banana, and so on. Choose one student to go into the middle of the circle. The student will choose one fruit 
and say, “Orange!” Then all the oranges have to leave their place and find a new place to stand. The last one to find a place 
is “it.” That student then goes to the middle and calls out another fruit. The students can call out any fruit or combination 
of fruit. If they want everyone to move they call out, “fruit basket turnover,” and everyone has to find a new place. Remind 
students that just as there are many different kinds of fruit, there are many different people groups in China. They all have 
different needs and Christians need to find ways to reach each of these groups.

Closing Prayer

Preschool (Ages 3-5)
Say: “Dear Jesus, thank you for making us all different. Thank you that we are all your children.”

Grades 1-4
Say: “Thank you, God, for loving every person, regardless of who they are, how they dress, where they live or what they 
eat. May every person in every corner of the world learn about your great love.”

Grades 5-6
Say: “Thank, you, God, for creating so many different people groups. Help us to learn to love each other in spite of our 
differences and help us to love those who live in different places, eat different foods and wear different clothes.”
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Preschool
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Tai Shan and 
the Red Pandas

Tai Shan was so excited! He 
was going to see his cousin at the 
Chengdu Zoo in China. His friend 
Zeke met him as he got off the train. 
They headed to the zoo. He couldn’t wait 
to see his cousin who worked at the zoo. 
It had been so long.

As they walked through the city, Tai Shan noticed many 
people. They were dressed 
differently. Some were 
colorfully dressed. Others 
wore dark robes. They 
didn’t look like anyone he 
had seen before.

“Why are these people 
dressed this way?” Tai 
Shan asked.
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“They are from other people groups here in China,” Zeke 
said. “They eat different food and wear different clothes. Some 
even speak a different language.” 

“Wow! I wonder if they have heard of Jesus.” Tai Shan 
asked.

At the zoo, Tai Shan saw a sign. This way to the red panda 
exhibit. Tai Shan opened his eyes wide. He had never seen a 
RED panda!  

“I wonder what I would look like with red hair,” Tai Shan 
said. 

When they arrived, Tai Shan was surprised! The red pandas 
looked more like red raccoons. Still, Tai Shan and Zeke were 
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happy to meet LuLu and 
MewMew. They had 
some things in common, 
and some things were 
very different.  

“I get it!” Tai Shan 
said. “China is just like 
this. There are many 
different kinds of people who are ‘Chinese,’ but they are very 
different from other groups — just like these red pandas!”

“Right!” Zeke said.  “To teach them about Jesus, we need 
to understand the differences!” 

“Could we pray for them now?” Tai Shan asked. 

“Sure!” Zeke said. 

The two friends stopped to pray for the people. They asked 
God to send workers to help all the different people in China 

know about God’s love.



CaravanFr iends.org

Copyright © 2014 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Tai Shan & the 
Red Pandas
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Zeke



Pray
for

CaravanFr iends.org

Copyright © 2011 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

IndiaChina



CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2011 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2011 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Grades
1-4



CaravanFriends.org

Copyright © 2013 International Mission Board. All Rights Reserved.

Tai Shan was so excited! He was going to see 
his cousin at the Chengdu Zoo.  He had been 
planning the trip for months.  From his window 
seat on the train, Tai Shan enjoyed watching as the 
beautiful countryside turned into large cities and large 
cities turned back into rural life as the train chugged 
across China.

He had heard Chengdu was a large city — though 
not like Shanghai, where Tai Shan had lived his entire 
life, or Beijing, which was the capital. He was excited about seeing the differences.  

His friend Zeke met him as they got off 
the train.  They headed to the zoo.  He 

couldn’t wait to see his cousin who 
worked there.  It had been so long.

As Zeke and Tai Shan walked 
through the city on their way to 

the zoo, Tai Shan had noticed 
many people who were dressed 
differently than those in the 
part of China where he lived. 
He was accustomed to seeing 

people dressed like people in 
America, Europe or most other 

parts of the world. Here, though, 
the people were either very colorfully 

Tai Shan and 
the Red Pandas
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dressed or wore dark robes. They didn’t look like anyone he had seen before.

“Why are these people dressed so differently?” Tai Shan asked.

“They are from other people groups here in China,” Zeke replied. “They have 
different customs and different clothing. Some have different languages.” 

“Wow! I wonder if all those different groups have 
heard of Jesus.” Tai Shan asked.

They arrived at the zoo and were on their 
way to see Tai Shan’s cousin.  A sign caught 
Tai Shan’s eye.  This way to the red panda 
exhibit. Red panda exhibit? Tai Shan opened 
his eyes wide.  A RED panda? What? Tai Shan 
asked Zeke if he had ever seen a red panda.

“No, I haven’t.” Zeke replied.  

“I’m black and white,” Tai Shan said. “I’ve got to 



“There is no Jew or 
Greek, slave or free, 

male or female; for you 
are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” Galatians 3:28
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see what I would like with red hair!”

So they followed the signs to the exhibit.  
Tai Shan said hello, and when the red pandas 
turned around, Tai Shan was even more 
surprised! The red pandas looked more like 
red raccoons than pandas. They looked 
nothing like Tai Shan. Still, Tai Shan and 
Zeke were happy to meet LuLu and MewMew. 
They had a great time comparing things they knew 
— even though the two looked and talked much 
differently than other pandas he knew.  

“I get it!” Tai Shan said. “China is just like this. There are many different kinds 
of people who are “Chinese,” but they are very different from other groups — just 
like these two pandas.”

“Right!” Zeke said.  “And, if we are going to reach all those different people 
groups for Jesus, we will need to understand ALL of their differences.”

“Could we pray for them now?” Tai Shan asked. 

“Sure!” Zeke said. 

The two friends stopped to pray for the many different people they had seen. 
They asked God to send workers to help all the 

different people groups in China know about 
God’s love.
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In China there are many di�erent Chinese people. �ey dress di�erently, talk di�erently and 
worship di�erently, but they are all Chinese and they all need Jesus. Match the animals that 
are the same kind of animal. 

Animal Match
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Grades
5- 6
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Tai Shan was so excited! He was going to see his 
cousin at the Chengdu Zoo in China. In Chengdu, 
scientists and zoologists are doing a lot of research on 
giant pandas. Tai Shan’s cousin helps with the research 
—by sleeping, eating bamboo and allowing himself to be 
monitored 24 hours a day by the zoo’s camera system. Tai 
Shan wasn’t sure it was the life for him — it sounded like a 
dog’s life, and he was a panda after all! His cousin seemed 
happy, though, and Tai Shan couldn’t wait to see him and 
the set up for himself. 

Tai Shan had been planning the trip for months. He decided to be adventurous and 
take the train instead of flying from Shanghai to Chengdu. That way, he would be able to 

see a lot more of China, even though it also meant 
several days on the train. Still, as the train 

chugged across China, Tai Shan enjoyed 
watching as the beautiful countryside turned 
into large cities and large cities turned back 

into rural life. 

Tai Shan had heard Chengdu was 
a large city, though not like Shanghai, 
where Tai Shan had lived his entire life, 
or Beijing, which was the capital. He was 

excited about seeing the differences.  He 
had even heard that Chengdu described as 

the “gateway to Tibet,” where Mt. Everest, the 
highest mountain in the world, is located. His 

Tai Shan and 
the Red Pandas
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friend Zeke met Tai Shan as he got off the train. The two headed to the zoo.  

As Zeke and Tai Shan walked through the city on their way to the zoo, Tai Shan 
noticed many people who were dressed differently than those in the part of China where he 
lived. He was accustomed to seeing people dressed like people in America, Europe or most 
other parts of the world. These people were dressed very differently — some were colorfully 
dressed; others wore dark maroon or bright orange robes. They didn’t look like anyone Tai 
Shan had seen before.

“Why are these people dressed so differently?” Tai Shan asked.

“They are from other people groups here in China,” Zeke replied. “They have different 
customs and different clothing. Some have different languages.”

Tai Shan nodded.

“Those wearing the brightly colored clothing are from groups that generally live in 
the mountainous regions of China,” Zeke continued. “The ones in the maroon or orange 
robes are monks, many from Tibet. They practice the Buddhist religion, and some are even 
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serving in temples trying to earn enough merit for their family to go to a better place 
when they die. They don’t know Jesus has done that for them on the cross. They don’t 
know that He will freely give them an eternal relationship with Him.”

“Wow! Sounds like all those different groups need to be told about Jesus!” said Tai 
Shan.

“Many of the groups have never heard 
of Jesus,” Zeke replied. “They don’t 
have a Bible in their language and 
most haven’t even met a Christian. 
Most of the people who are Christians 
in China come from the Han people 
group. Just like America has many 
different people from various ethnicities like 
Italian or Hispanic, China also has at least 
50 different people groups. Many don’t even 
speak Chinese even though they have always 
lived in China.”  

“Wow, again!” Tai Shan said. “I had no idea!”

As the two arrived at the zoo, a sign caught Tai Shan’s eye. This way to the red panda 
exhibit. Red panda exhibit? Tai Shan opened his eyes wide.  A RED panda? What? Tai 
Shan asked Zeke if he had seen this red panda.  

“No, I haven’t,” Zeke replied.

“I’m black and white,” Tai 
Shan said. “I’ve got to see what 
I would like with red hair!”

The two followed the signs 
to the exhibit. Tai Shan said 

hello, and when the red 
pandas turned around, 
Tai Shan was even more 
surprised! The red pandas 
looked more like red 

raccoons than pandas. They 
looked nothing like Tai Shan. Still, 
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Tai Shan and Zeke were happy to meet 
LuLu and MewMew. They had a 

great time comparing things 
they knew — even though 

the two looked and talked 
much differently than 

other pandas he knew.  

 “I get it!” Tai 
Shan said. “China is 
just like this. There 
are many different 
kinds of people who 

are “Chinese,”  but 
they are very different 

from other groups — just like the red 
pandas are different from me! 

“Right!” Zeke said.  “And, if we are going to reach all those different people groups for 
Jesus, we will need to understand ALL of their differences.  They will need people to go 
talk to them in their own language who understand their religion, customs and the areas 
where they live.”

“Could we pray for them now?” Tai Shan asked. 

“Sure!” Zeke said. 

The two friends stopped to pray for the many different people they had seen.  They 
asked God to send workers to help all the different people groups in China know about 
God’s love.
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A people group is a group of people that have the same language, 
culture, and religious beliefs. Research minority people groups in 
China. A good pleace to search is peoplegroups.org. Choose 1 
and answer the following questions:  

1) What is the name of the people group?
 

2) What is the population of the people group?

3) What is the religion of the people group? 

4) In what region of China do they live? 

5) Do they live in other places besides China? 

6) Do they have a Bible in their language? 

People Group Challenge
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Cut out the cards below to use them as reminders for the memory verse. 
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