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Together We Build 

 
Nehemiah 2:11-20 

 
Nehemiah, who served as the cupbearer to the Persian king, heard about the deplorable 

condition of Jerusalem, with its broken walls and gates, and of the people, who were in 
great distress and reproach (1:3). He was deeply burdened by this, and through prayer 

(1:4-11) and by seeking the king’s permission, he traveled to Jerusalem with the goal of 
rebuilding the walls of the city so that God’s people could worship Him without hindrance 

and so that their reproach would be taken away as God was exalted again among His 
people. The spectacular result was that the wall was completed in 52 days (6:15). This 

demoralized their enemies who recognized that God had done this great thing through 
His people (6:16). 

 
Lessons to learn and a call to action:  

 

1. Serve the Lord where you are. “Bloom where you’re planted.” Serving God isn’t about 
finding out where I am supposed to go. That will eventually come, but serving God is 

initially about: Why has He put me here? In Nehemiah 2:17, the people said, “Let us 
rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.” They are not talking 

about personal disgrace or glory, but about the glory of God. 
 

2. In every great work for God that has been accomplished you will find critics from 
within as well as opponents from without. Get any group of people together and you’ll 

always have some who grumble and refuse to get involved.  

3. The Lord’s work requires actual work. It’s amazing how people of all classes will work 

together when properly motivated. They came from all walks of life and professions. 
These workers were not all builders by trade. There were priests, Levites, rulers and 

common people, gatekeepers and goldsmiths, pharmacists, merchants, temple servants, 
women, everyone except the nobles (v. 5). Hard labor must have been beneath their 

dignity. Everyone except the noblemen put their hands to the task. That is a tragedy 
because they lost the opportunity to serve.   

4. God uses the whole body of Christ for the building up of His Body and to reach the 

lost. God needed everyone to be involved in the rebuilding of the wall surrounding 
Jerusalem. The apostle Paul teaches us the same thing in Ephesians 4:11-13, Romans 

12 and 1 Corinthians 12. Everyone in the body of Christ needs everyone else. It would 

have been impossible for one man or even ten men to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 
but when everyone joined in, the job got done and those who worked so hard reaped 

the blessing from God and joined in the joyous celebration (8:10). 


