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The Richest Man in the Cemetery 
(MATTHEW 6:19-21) 

 
“The man who dies rich dies disgraced” (Andrew Carnegie, 1889). No one should 
want to end up as “the wealthiest man in the cemetery” (Ed Wynn, 1932). 
 
1. But if we are honest with ourselves, we all have at some point wished we could 
take “it” with us. We’ve all seen the bumper sticker, “He who dies with the most 
toys wins.” We even joke about “it” – “This doctor, minister, and lawyer were 
visiting a dying friend, you see….” 
 
2. We all want to be remembered. Just look at our modern monuments for the 
1995 Oklahoma City bombing victims, those whose names are listed on the 
Vietnam Memorial in Washington, or those who died in the 2001 attack on the 
World Trade Center in New York City. “The idea is not to live forever, it is to create 
something that will” (Andy Warhol, circa 1968). But what is that? A physical 
thing? Something else? What about Percy Bysshe Shelley’s “Ozymandias” (1818)? 
 
3. Is it possible that we misunderstand or at least misinterpret MATTHEW 6:19-21? 
Is the verse really only about material wealth, or possibly something else also? 
Consider MATTHEW 19:21, which implies that certain actions are what God values. 
 
4. Is it possible that the Parable of the Talents (MATTHEW 25:14-27) is not only 
about money, but something else, too? (We’ve already expanded its meaning to 
include our use of our God-given abilities – our talents – in His service.) 
 
And whatever “it” is may be: 1) “made … more” (25:16, ESV), or 2) “hid … in the 
ground” (25:25, ESV), or 3) “invested … with the bankers” (25:27, ESV). 
 
What does “made … more” involve? Is it simply giving more money to charities? 
 
5. JAMES 5:2-3 clearly warns against having the wrong attitude toward earthly 
treasure. So, how might we use our assets and gifts properly? 

ANSWER: To personally help others, to involve ourselves in the lives of 
others in such a way as to make an eternal difference (MATTHEW 25:40; 
MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23; I CORINTHIANS 3:6). 

 
“It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men”  

(Frederick Douglass, 1855).  


