
God Always Has the Last Word 

Acts 12:1-5 

At the beginning of Acts 12 James has been killed, Peter is in prison awaiting the same 

fate and the tyrant Herod is enjoying his popularity and power. At the end of chapter 12, 
Peter has been freed from prison, Herod is dead having been “eaten by worms” and the 

Word of God is growing and multiplying (Acts 12:24). Acts 12 reminds us that God has 

the last word. If this doesn’t seem to be the case then it’s because the last word has not 
yet been spoken. God always has the last word! Since God is almighty, no force can stop 

the spread of His gospel according to His purpose. 

1. Death of James (12:1-4). 

God does not love us less when He allows tragedy into our lives. He loved James and 

John just as much as He loved Peter.  

We need to view death from God’s eternal perspective, not from our temporal 

perspective. 

2. The Deliverance of Peter (12:5-19). 

No prison can shut God out or keep His servants in if He wills to free them.  

God is most glorified when we are helpless and totally dependent on Him.  

Eleventh hour problems motivate us to pray like we should be praying all of the time. 

3. The Demise of Herod (12:20-23). 

To seek glory for ourselves is to invite disaster into our lives. God will not give His glory 
to another (Isaiah 42:8; 46:11). If we seek to exalt ourselves, the Lord will surely 

humble us.  

4. The Dissemination of the Gospel (12:24-25).  

To disseminate means to spread widely – to broadcast. I love this verse in the 

translation The Voice; “Through all this upheaval, God’s message spread to new frontiers 

and attracted more and more people” (Acts 12:24 – Voice) 

Conclusion: Whether the Almighty God delivers us from persecution or whether we die 
for our faith, we must commit ourselves wholly to the furtherance of His gospel and 

always remember that God has the last word. 
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