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Dealing with the Devil and Conquering Our Demons 

Mark 5:1-9 
 

Here are at least eight lessons we can learn from the Gerasene demonic: 
  
1. Keep growing in your understanding of Jesus. This incident made it clear that Jesus 
is no servant of Satan. It all comes back to the question the disciples asked in Mark 4:41: 

“What manner of man is this?”  Get to know Christ better than you ever have and grow in 
your relationship with Him. 2 Peter 3:18: “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.”  
 
2. Don’t dabble in sin. Satan wants to fleece you and he seeks to destroy you. John 10:10 

says that “the thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy.” This man lost his family, his 
decency, his self-control, his friends, everything. Don’t let that happen to you.  

 
3. Jesus can free you from any bondage you are in. I don’t know of anyone in a much 

worse situation spiritually and yet Jesus set him free. He can break the chains that bind you 
as well. Nothing is too hard for Him and there is no sin beyond His power. Jeremiah 32:27: 

“Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is anything too hard for me?”  
 

4. Recognize that you’re in a spiritual battle. James 2:19 says that the demons believe 
God exist and they shudder. In 1 John 3:8 we read that Jesus came to destroy the works of 

the devil. Satan is not some kind of junior god; he is a created being and is under the 
control of the Lord Almighty (Ephesians 6:12-13). 

 
5. One soul is worth far more than any possession. Jesus came to the worst of the 

worst. Jesus crossed a sea for one soul. That may be the whole reason He made the trip to 
Gerasene. That person you walk by…those people you look down on…that person you 
secretly judge…that person who scares you…is a soul for whom Christ died.  

 
6. God can accomplish much through one person wholly devoted to Him. When 

Jesus returned to this area later a whole crowd came out to see Him and believed. Later, 
Decapolis became a center of Christianity for many years. All through the impact of one 

person.  
 

7. The gospel must first be shared at home. Can you imagine what it was like when this 
guy came home? When God saves us we must share it with others. Go to the people who 

know you best and tell what you know best…what Jesus has done for you.  
 

8. The gospel must cross culture. This man was to be a missionary in a place where 
Jesus could no longer minister. Mark 16:15: “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and 

preach the gospel to all creation.’”  
 

(Sources include: Lecture by Dr. David L. Lipe entitled, “The Nature and Characteristics of 
the Devil”; article from Think Magazine by Mike Lane entitled, “That Modern Devil”; Gospel 
Advocate commentary, Gospel of Mark by C.E.W. Dorris; Doctrines of Demons by Lynn A. 

McMillon and the New American Standard Bible.)    

 


