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The Parable of the Soils 

Mark 4:1-9 

 

The lesson today is entitled, “The Parable of the Soils” but this section of scripture could also be called, 
“The Parable of the Sower” or “The Parable of the Seed”. It is the first recorded parable of Jesus. A look at 
the four types of soils mentioned here by Jesus is very revealing when it comes to understanding the 
human heart and why people respond to the Gospel as they do.  

The Hard Soil  

 “Some people are like seed along the path, where the Word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan takes 
away the word that was sown in them” (Mark 4:15). Satan’s main strategy is to keep you from hearing 
and believing the Word of God.  

The Stony Soil 

“Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. But since they 
have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they 
quickly fall away” (Mark 4:16-17). Jesus moves from the soil who outright rejected Him to another group 
of people who made superficial commitments to Him. 

The Thorny Soil 

Jesus continues His explanation of the parable: “Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the 
word; but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in 
and choke the word, making it unfruitful” (Mark 4:18-19). 

The Good Soil 

Jesus concludes with an amazing word picture: “Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, 
accept it, and produce a crop — some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown” (Mark 
4:20). 

Lessons to Learn 

1. The Sower: What makes you a sower is that you sow. We must broadcast the seed! Our sowing may be 
met with rejection and then later acceptance (Matthew 21:28-32). We are sowing together as a team (I 
Cor. 3:6-7).  

2. The Seed: Faith comes from hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17). It is not the sermon but the seed 
that makes the difference. We are to sow the seed without a thought to what kind of soil it might be 
falling on (Isaiah 55:10-11).  

3. The Soil: In order to have that great harvest God must have the sower, the seed and good soil. Soil can 
always change. “But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest 
and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance” (Luke 8:15). 

One day there will be a great harvest. God will send His Son to gather what belongs to Him.  


