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Are You A Hoarder?  

  
James 5:1-11 

In the first century Middle Eastern culture, wealth was measured in at least four ways: livestock, grain, 
garments and gold. In this passage James tells us that the rich had so much food that it was rotting in 
their bins. They had a lot of fancy clothing that were filled with holes caused by moths. And their gold 
and silver, the most durable forms of wealth, had lost their luster because they were hidden under piles 
of other stuff. 
 
James is dealing with our attitudes toward wealth, not the amount we might have. In 1 Timothy 6:10 we 
read, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” 
 
Three Questions: (James 5:1-6). 

1. Am I hoarding what I think is mine or am I generous with what God has given me? I love what Randy 
Alcorn has said, “God prospers me not to raise my standard of living but to raise my standard of giving.”  

2. Do I care about how I treat others? Landowners were to pay day laborers at the end of every workday. 
If the worker was not paid he and his family would go hungry that night. Leviticus 19:13: “Do not 
defraud your neighbor or rob him. Do not hold back the wages of a hired man overnight.” 
 
3. Am I living a selfish and self-indulgent life? James states, “You have lived on earth in luxury and self-
indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter” (James 5:5).   

Three Imperatives: (James 5:7-11).  

I see three imperatives in this passage, each one linked to an aspect of the second coming of Christ. 
 
1. Be patient. The word “patient” is used four times (twice in verse 7, once in verse 8 and again in verse 
10).  

2. Stand firm. This has the idea of being equipped and established and literally means “to make fast or 
stable.” James uses the same verb found in Luke 9:51 which reads, “Jesus set His face resolutely to go to 
Jerusalem.” 
 
3. Don’t grumble or groan against each other. While “groaning” speaks of an inner complaint smothered 
with bitterness and resentment, “grumbling” refers to what gets expressed. Warren Wiersbe says, “If we 
start using the sickles on each other, we will miss the harvest!” 
 

Three Lessons: (James 5:10-11). 

1. Follow the patience of the prophets – (James 5:10). 

2. Forge ahead with the perseverance of Job – (James 5:11).  

3. Focus on the character of God – (James 5:11). 


