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Blessed are the Pure in Heart 

Matthew 5:1-8 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8). 

The first thing we learn from this beatitude is that Jesus is concerned with our heart. It 
is not enough to clean up our act on the outside. The aim of Jesus Christ is not to reform 

the manners of society, but to change the hearts of sinners like you and me. The heart 
is utterly crucial to Jesus. What we are in the deep, private recesses of our lives is what 

He cares about most. Jesus did not come into the world simply because we have some 
bad habits that need to be broken. He came into the world because we have such dirty 

hearts that need to be purified. 

1. What Is It to See God? 

 
To see God means to be admitted to His presence (Exodus 10:28-29).  

 
Seeing God means being awestruck by His glory (Revelation 21:23). 

Seeing God means being comforted by His grace (Psalm 27:7-9). 

 
2. What Is It to Be Pure in Heart? 

 
In Psalm 24:3-4 you can see what David means by a pure heart. A pure heart is a heart 

that has nothing to do with falsehood. It is painstakingly truthful and free from 
deceitfulness.  

 
You can see this idea of purity in James 4:8. Draw near to God and He will draw near to 

you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you men of double mind. 
 

Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart” (Matthew 22:37). Not 
with part of your heart. Not with a double or divided heart. That would be impurity. 

Purity of heart is no deception, no double-mindedness and no divided allegiance.  
 

3. How Are the Two Bound Together? 

 
Jesus only gives us part of the answer here. It is a true part, but only part. He says that 

the pure will see God. That is, purity is a prerequisite for seeing God. The impure are 
neither granted admittance to His presence, nor are they awed by the glory of His 

holiness, nor are they comforted by His grace. 
 

The response of our hearts to God's act of creation and Christ's act of sacrifice is single-
minded faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. As the Scripture says in Acts 15:9, "God 

made no distinction between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith." God is the 
one who purifies the heart, and the instrument with which He cleans it is faith. 

Therefore, trust in the Lord with ALL your heart (Proverbs 3:5).  


