
Make Your Words Count 

(2 Chronicles 32:5-8) 

Our words matter to God and they should matter to us. Jesus said, “For by your words 
you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:37). We 

are constantly speaking words to ourselves, our family, our friends, our co-workers and 
even total strangers so if we want to be an influence for good and we want our lives to 

matter then we must make our words count. With our words we can discourage or we 
can encourage, inspire and motivate.  

This is exactly what Hezekiah does during a critical moment in Judah’s history. 

Surrounded by Assyria’s massive army Hezekiah speaks 62 “encouraging” (2 Chronicles 
32:6) words:  

“Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dismayed because of the king of Assyria 

nor because of all the horde that is with him; for the one with us is greater than the one 
with him. With him is only an arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God to help us 

and to fight our battles” (2 Chronicles 32:7-8). 

Hezekiah’s words were meant to inspire the troops and instill confidence. Sennacherib’s 
words, on the other hand, were meant to do just the opposite.  In 2 Chronicles 32:10-15 

Judah’s enemy would speak over 200 discouraging, blasphemous words and they still 
weren’t finished talking (2 Chronicles 32:16-18). 

What a great illustration in the stewardship of words. With his words Hezekiah inspires a 

nation, building Judah’s confidence in God. With his words Sennacherib attempts to 
frighten God’s people and encourage them to turn away from God.   

Hezekiah is just one Bible character in a line of thousands who remind us of the 

incredible power of our words. Solomon said, “Death and life are in the power of the 
tongue” (Proverbs 18:21).  

1. Change your heart and change your words. Jesus said, “The good man out of the 

good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the 
evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills 

his heart” (Luke 6:45). 
  

2. Listen to the voice of God - ignore the voice of the enemy. Our enemy wants for 
us the same thing Hezekiah’s enemy wanted for Judah; “Don’t let Hezekiah make 

you trust in the Lord” (2 Kings 18:30).  
 

3. Sow good words and reap a good harvest (Galatians 6:7). 
 

4. Filter your words through Philippians 4:8. Ask: “Is what I’m about to say true, 

honorable, right, pure, lovely, of good repute, excellent and worthy of praise?” 
 

5. Make Psalm 19:14 a daily prayer: “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart, be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my rock and my Redeemer.” 

 

If you really want your life to matter then make your words count!  


