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Bring the Book 

Nehemiah 8:1-3 

This is the story of what happens when God’s people rediscover the Bible. Nehemiah was the man God raised up 
to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. You can read the amazing story of how he accomplished that feat in Nehemiah 
1-6. Nehemiah 8 tells of a great convocation that took place one week after the walls were finished. We can think 
of the book of Nehemiah this way: The first half (chapters 1-6) tells about the rebuilding of the walls. The second 
half (chapters 7-13) tells about the rebuilding of the people. What happens when God’s people rediscover God’s 
Word? Nehemiah 8:1-12 offers six answers to that question.  
 
1. A New Inclination (verses 1-3): 

When the people cry out, “Bring us the Book,” they are asking Ezra to read from the “Book of the Law of Moses,” 
the Torah, the first five books of the Bible.  

2. Genuine Appreciation (verses 4-6): 

There is no pomp, no ceremony, no choir, no gold, no silver, no sacrifice, no offering. Just a platform with Ezra 
reading from the scrolls while the people listened intently. They stand out of respect for the Word of God, they lift 
up their hands, and then they bow down with their faces to the ground.  

3. Clear Explanation (verses 7-8): 

Verse 8 offers us perhaps the clearest definition of preaching in the Bible: Reading – Explaining and 
Understanding. 
 
4. Personal Application (verse 9): 

Hebrews 4:12-13 reminds us that the Word of God is sharper than a two-edged sword and lays bare the thoughts 
of the heart. That’s why these people wept as they considered their own condition in the eyes of the Lord. 
 
5. Compassionate Demonstration (verse 10): 

Nehemiah and Ezra and the other leaders told the people to stop weeping and to start celebrating. Then they 
said, “And when you do, send gifts to the poor so that they can celebrate with you.” According to verse 12 that’s 
exactly what the people did.  

6. Holy Celebration (verses 11-12): 

Notice the progression in Nehemiah 8:1-12: Teaching . . . hearing . . . understanding . . . applying . . . demonstrating 
. . . joy. This doesn’t happen automatically. I know Christians who never find joy because they skip part of the plan. 
They never hear the Word, they never apply it, they never obey it, and so they never find joy. Nehemiah 8 shows 
us what happens when God’s people rediscover God’s Word. Look at the end of verse 12. All of this happened 
“because they had understood the words that were declared to them.”  
 
The Bible is revealed truth! What has God said? Read the Bible and find out! It’s time for all of us to rediscover the 
Bible. “Bring us the book,” for in it we find the words that lead to eternal life. 
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